
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Pass the Christmas Goat Please” 
All of us have an idea of what Christmas should look like.  Images in our minds of family gatherings, 

presents under the tree, or even a big fat Christmas ham on the kitchen table might be the most prevalent.  Many 
of us try to spend Christmas at home.  We want to be in the places that are familiar to us.  We want to be around 
the people we love.  But what if we can’t spend Christmas at home? 

Many people aren’t able to spend Christmas at home.  Such people that come to mind are our deployed 
military family and friends and also missionaries who are serving abroad.  I hope we keep our military 
personnel and their families close in our thoughts and prayers during these meaningful days ahead.  May God 
richly bless them and keep them secure in His protecting arms and bring them home quickly and safely. 

Let us not forget about our missionaries.  One missionary, the Rev. Rich Rudowske and his family, 
describe what Christmas 8,000 miles away from home looked like to them in Botswana, southern Africa: 

“We waited until nearly 4 PM, letting the heat of the day pass, before gathering with neighbors for 

Christmas dinner.  We ate outdoors in a shady, sandy area of our yard, with potato salad and watermelon 

complementing the main course of goat.  Fresh, free range goat isn’t as tasty as you might hope.  It’s cut into 

big chunks and boiled in salty water for about four hours.  When finished, the pieces are not very meaty and 

have a pungent odor and taste that can sometimes stay with you for a few days. 

 Our children couldn’t get enthusiastic about eating goat… but made up for it by consuming large 

quantities of delicious donut-like ‘fat cakes’ a neighbor mom made and brought to the celebration. 

 Many people here spend Christmas at their home village, preparing food and celebrating.  They go to 

the village gathering spot, dressed in their very best, dance and watch traditional dances and choir 

competitions.  No football, no pie, no TV, no stuffing, no after Christmas bargain shopping. 

 It was so different.  I never realized how much being a northern hemisphere Christian influenced my 

Christmas feelings.  I never realized how much I expected Santa and snowmen as much as Jesus and the 

manger.  I never expected that the sun staying up until 9:30 P.M. on Christmas Eve would take some of the 

‘holiness’ out of the Silent Night.” (LBT Messenger, Christmas 2010) 

 To most all of us, Christmas doesn’t look like a desert in Afghanistan or Iraq.  It looks like decorations 
in the department stores and colorful lights on all the evergreen trees.  To most all of us Christmas doesn’t look 
like a long summer’s day while eating goat with neighbors.  Rather, it looks like that Christmas ham on the 
table with all the trimmings.  Christmas looks familiar – or – at least it’s supposed to look that way. 
 But no matter how Christmas looks – Christmas is still the same.  Christmas celebrates the birth of our 
Savior.  That celebration may look unusual or even strange in different places.  But no matter – it’s still 
Christmas.  God’s greatest gift of all remains everywhere!  Jesus is that gift and it still looks the same.  It looks 
like love, life and hope in a dark world.  In all the different places of the world, THE GIFT of Jesus is the same. 
 May God richly bless you and your loved ones during this Advent and Christmas-tide.  Don’t forget, 
Jesus is the reason for the season.  “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ 

the Lord.” 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Arnold 
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“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?” 
 

                                        O Lord, how shall I meet You, how welcome you aright? 
                                        Your people long to greet You, my Hope, my heart’s Delight! 
                                        O kindle, Lord most holy Your Lamp within my breast 
                                        To do in spirit lowly all that may please You best” 
                                        (LSB 334:1) 
  
 Paul Gerhardt’s Advent hymn initiates our thoughts toward the coming Savior.  How 
should we meet our Lord and Creator who comes in the flesh?  With a well-constructed 
palace? With a cradle made of gold and lined with satin? With many attendants to care for 
His every need? Perhaps.  But this was not the welcome the Christ child received.  He was 
born not even in the inn, instead placed in a manger: an animal food trough.    

 
Fast forward 30 years.  Jesus enters again, this time into the Holy City of Jerusalem.  

This welcome seems more worthy of a king:”Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  And the crowds that went before 
Him and that followed Him were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!’”(Matt. 21:8-9)  Quite purposefully, the first Advent 
Gospel reading is the expanded version of this passage, Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
Matthew 21:1-9.  His entry into city (only days before His death) begins the Advent season.  
Odd, yes.  Yet the point that is made at the start of Advent is a significant one: Jesus enters the 
world as a baby to die for the sins of the world.  Gerhardt brings the Advent/Palm Sunday 
paradox together in the second stanza of his hymn: “Your Zion strews before You green boughs 
and fairest palms; and I too will adore you with joyous songs and psalms” (LSB 334:2) 

 
The Lord whom you meet in the coming weeks is 100% God and 100% man.  In taking 

on human flesh, He has retained the fullness of the Godhead.  “With milk was fed the Lord of 
all, who feeds the ravens when they call.”  He submitted Himself to be cared for by Mary, His 
creation while sustaining the entire creation submitted to Him for every need.  The “Divine 
Irony” continues through the life of Christ: at times hungry, yet feeding all people; sleeping, 
yet the Ever-Watching Eye that neither slumbers nor sleeps; crying, yet the One who will 
wipe every tear from your eye.  Even in His death, He grants life to all.  Moses said, “Your life 
shall hang in doubt before you.” (Deuteronomy 28:66)  When Jesus hung on the cross, many 
doubted, yet you know now that this was the very working of your salvation.  So now, rejoice 
in the King born to save you and welcome you into His Kingdom.                       
  
   
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 



December - February Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am 
December   Otto Gaiser    Matthew Knopp 
    Blake Faller    Johnathon Knopp  
Advent Services @ 7pm: 1st – Braydon Basch, 8th – Trenton Pride, 15th – Mark Buchholz, 22nd – Joshua 
Buchholz 
Christmas Eve @ 6pm:  Tommy Knopp, Johnathon Knopp, Otto Gaiser, Jordan Trager 
Christams Eve @ 11pm:  Michael Kuhn 
Christmas Day @ 10am:  Blake Faller, Jacob Arnold 
New Year’s Eve @ 7pm:  Joshua Buchholz, Mark Buchholz  
 
January   Trenton Pride    Justin Ferguson 
    Robby Henrichs   Andy Keck 
  Epiphany, January 6th @ 7pm:  Joshua Buchholz, Mark Buchholz 
 
February   Andy Basch    Nathan Cox 
    Braydon Basch   Jackson Foutch 

Dress and behavior 

• Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

• Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

• You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting 
no later than 15 minutes before the service. 

• Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Joshua Buchholz 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal 8am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  

Robby Henrichs 8am  
Nicholas June 10:45am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn 8am  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Michael O’Keefe 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Nicholas Shepherd sub only  
Jordan Trager 8am 

                
***************************************************************************** 

Midweek Advent Services – December 1
st
, 8

th
, 15

th
, 22

nd
 

For God SO Loved the World – John 3:16
 

10 AM:  Morning Prayer – Join us for a light dessert following the Service 
7 PM:  Evening Prayer – Join us before the Service at 6:15 P.M. for our Advent Suppers 
 
Dec. 1st – God Loves Us  
   (“God SO loved the world…”) 
Dec. 8th – God Keeps His Promises  
   (“He gave His one and only Son…”) 
Dec. 15th – God Makes His Will Our Will  
   (“Whoever believes in Him shall not perish…”) 
Dec. 22nd – God Gives Eternal Life  
   (“Have eternal life.”) 



Orchids and Onions 
 

 OrchidsOrchidsOrchidsOrchids to the men “retiring” from the Board of Directors at the end of this year and, more importantly, for the 
conscientiousness with which they discharged their duties:  Jeff Basch –  Education; Larry Scroggins – Elders; Chuck 
Eberth – Grounds; Don Musil – OASIS; Kim Heermann – Outreach; Myron Schelp – Stewardship; and James Thomas 
– Treasurer.  We really appreciate all the time and effort you have put forth! 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to our recently elected Directors for the 2011-2012 term and for the most willing and cooperative spirit 
exhibited by all them in accepting the various positions on the Board of Directors.  Our “new” Directors will be: Troy 
Fredde – Education; Bane Gaiser – Elders; DJ Dammann – Grounds; Shane Rogers – OASIS; Zach Kramer – 
Outreach; Steve Foutch – Stewardship; and Andrew Spidle – Treasurer.  Thank you so much for your service! 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to Nick June and Alex Emery, both of whom participated in the State Swim Meet.  Nick swam  the 
Backstroke and Alex the 200M and 500M Free Style.  Alex also broke the Park Hill High School Record for the 500M 
Free Style.  The former record was set 17 years ago – the year Alex was born.  Great job, Alex! 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to Josh Buchholz, who participated in the State Cross Country Meet. 
 OrchiOrchiOrchiOrchids ds ds ds to the Platte County Thrivent Chapter for their donation of cups to our parish. 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to those who helped with the luncheon for Norvin Lindeman’s funeral:  Heidi Scroggins, Mae 
Oberhelman, Mary Groth, Patti Heermann, Susan Moore, Diana Stewart, Jan Faller, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Denice 
Lackey, Shannon Thomas, Morgan Smith, and Katie Graves. 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to those who helped at our Fall Clean-Up Day this year.  Everyone did a great job – inside and out.  
Thank you to the MLA Cheerleaders who did a servant event that same day by working in the building. 
 OnionsOnionsOnionsOnions to those who leave the building without turning off ALL the lights. 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to Denice Lackey, Lema Easley, Jan Faller, and Tanya Cvetan who all pitched in to buy TWO sets of 
table coverings for the hand bells. 
 OrchidsOrchidsOrchidsOrchids to Diana Stewart for hemming the new cloth used for the hand bell tables.  Thank you, Diana.   
 A PrePrePrePre----OrchidOrchidOrchidOrchid to those who pick up their 2010 offering envelopes. 
 Onions Onions Onions Onions to those who forget to pick up their offering envelopes and to whom we have to mail them.  The postage 
is not cheap! 
 
***************************************************************************************** 

 

Help beautify our sanctuary for the Christmas season.  We have a sign-

up sheet in the narthex for you to purchase red and white poinsettia 

plants.  The plants are $11.50 each, with checks payable to Christ 

Lutheran Church Altar Guild.  Envelopes are available on the sign-up 

sheet and can be put in the Altar Guild mailbox, given to an Altar Guild 

member, or turned in at the office. You are welcome to take your 

flowers home with you after we take down the Christmas decorations. 

 

***************************************************************************************** 
 

Pick up Pick up Pick up Pick up your your your your offering envelopes.offering envelopes.offering envelopes.offering envelopes.    
The offering envelopesThe offering envelopesThe offering envelopesThe offering envelopes will be available on tables in the Narthex on November  will be available on tables in the Narthex on November  will be available on tables in the Narthex on November  will be available on tables in the Narthex on November 
28 for you to pick up for use in 2011.  It will be greatly appreciated if you would 28 for you to pick up for use in 2011.  It will be greatly appreciated if you would 28 for you to pick up for use in 2011.  It will be greatly appreciated if you would 28 for you to pick up for use in 2011.  It will be greatly appreciated if you would 
please pick up your offering envelopes so that mailing costs are not incurred.  please pick up your offering envelopes so that mailing costs are not incurred.  please pick up your offering envelopes so that mailing costs are not incurred.  please pick up your offering envelopes so that mailing costs are not incurred.  

Thank you.Thank you.Thank you.Thank you.    
 

 



 

***************************************************************************** 

Food Drive 
The Lutheran Urban Mission Agency (LUMA), aka the Lutheran Mission of the 
Good Shepherd, is the cross-cultural urban ministry of the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod (LCMS) in greater Kansas City.  LUMA's mission is to bring 

Christ to the city - especially to those cultures that are currently not being reached by our 
traditional churches.  Our congregation is teaming up with LUMA as well as 
other local LCMS congregations for a food pantry.  The goal is to have a steady 
influx of food to keep them stocked. For the month of December, we will be 
holding a food drive to help with this.  I hope that our church family can pull 
together and give generously as God has done for us.  A table is set up in the 
Commons Area on which you can leave your donations. 
 

 

OUR CHRISTMAS BOXOUR CHRISTMAS BOXOUR CHRISTMAS BOXOUR CHRISTMAS BOX    
(from and for Christ Lutheran Parish Family)(from and for Christ Lutheran Parish Family)(from and for Christ Lutheran Parish Family)(from and for Christ Lutheran Parish Family)    

A number of years ago, Lorie and Lee Kuhn of our parish family wanted to find a way A number of years ago, Lorie and Lee Kuhn of our parish family wanted to find a way A number of years ago, Lorie and Lee Kuhn of our parish family wanted to find a way A number of years ago, Lorie and Lee Kuhn of our parish family wanted to find a way 

to offer a commemorative gift in memory of theto offer a commemorative gift in memory of theto offer a commemorative gift in memory of theto offer a commemorative gift in memory of their nowir nowir nowir now----sainted daughter, Kaylee.sainted daughter, Kaylee.sainted daughter, Kaylee.sainted daughter, Kaylee.    

Inspired by the book, Inspired by the book, Inspired by the book, Inspired by the book, The Christmas BoxThe Christmas BoxThe Christmas BoxThe Christmas Box, Lorie explored the meaning of memories of , Lorie explored the meaning of memories of , Lorie explored the meaning of memories of , Lorie explored the meaning of memories of 

faith and of God’s great gift to us in His Son Jesus.  She came up with the idea of having faith and of God’s great gift to us in His Son Jesus.  She came up with the idea of having faith and of God’s great gift to us in His Son Jesus.  She came up with the idea of having faith and of God’s great gift to us in His Son Jesus.  She came up with the idea of having 

our very own Christmas Box.our very own Christmas Box.our very own Christmas Box.our very own Christmas Box.    

On the First Sunday iOn the First Sunday iOn the First Sunday iOn the First Sunday in Advent (November 29n Advent (November 29n Advent (November 29n Advent (November 29thththth), you will find our special Christmas Box ), you will find our special Christmas Box ), you will find our special Christmas Box ), you will find our special Christmas Box 

in our Lounge.  This Box is for our parish to share and store our special Christmas in our Lounge.  This Box is for our parish to share and store our special Christmas in our Lounge.  This Box is for our parish to share and store our special Christmas in our Lounge.  This Box is for our parish to share and store our special Christmas 

memories for future generations.  Each one of us has a gift for our Christmas Box.  Feel memories for future generations.  Each one of us has a gift for our Christmas Box.  Feel memories for future generations.  Each one of us has a gift for our Christmas Box.  Feel memories for future generations.  Each one of us has a gift for our Christmas Box.  Feel 

free to leave anyfree to leave anyfree to leave anyfree to leave any letters, poems, trinkets, etc. in the box to share with the members of  letters, poems, trinkets, etc. in the box to share with the members of  letters, poems, trinkets, etc. in the box to share with the members of  letters, poems, trinkets, etc. in the box to share with the members of 

our parish family for years to come.our parish family for years to come.our parish family for years to come.our parish family for years to come.    

Then and in addition, during the Seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany Then and in addition, during the Seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany Then and in addition, during the Seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany Then and in addition, during the Seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany 

(November 28(November 28(November 28(November 28thththth    –––– January 6 January 6 January 6 January 6thththth) take the time to browse through our Box’s) take the time to browse through our Box’s) take the time to browse through our Box’s) take the time to browse through our Box’s contents.  Sit  contents.  Sit  contents.  Sit  contents.  Sit 

down and read some of the letters of joy, encouragement and love that our fellow down and read some of the letters of joy, encouragement and love that our fellow down and read some of the letters of joy, encouragement and love that our fellow down and read some of the letters of joy, encouragement and love that our fellow 

parish family members have shared.  parish family members have shared.  parish family members have shared.  parish family members have shared.      

May our Christmas Box dedicated to Kaylee Kuhn become a unique gift of help, May our Christmas Box dedicated to Kaylee Kuhn become a unique gift of help, May our Christmas Box dedicated to Kaylee Kuhn become a unique gift of help, May our Christmas Box dedicated to Kaylee Kuhn become a unique gift of help, 

comfort, and inspiration for all of us this comfort, and inspiration for all of us this comfort, and inspiration for all of us this comfort, and inspiration for all of us this year and for many years to come.year and for many years to come.year and for many years to come.year and for many years to come.    
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 



***************************************************************************** 

PrePrePrePre----K NewsK NewsK NewsK News    
ThankThankThankThank you to  you to  you to  you to all the parents who helped with cutting, donated food for the parties, all the parents who helped with cutting, donated food for the parties, all the parents who helped with cutting, donated food for the parties, all the parents who helped with cutting, donated food for the parties, 

and helped with the parties.and helped with the parties.and helped with the parties.and helped with the parties.    
    

    

Events fEvents fEvents fEvents for or or or DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember::::    

            2&3 2&3 2&3 2&3 –––– Devotions Devotions Devotions Devotions    

    9&10 9&10 9&10 9&10 –––– Story Time with Deacon Story Time with Deacon Story Time with Deacon Story Time with Deacon    

    15 15 15 15 –––– Christmas Program Christmas Program Christmas Program Christmas Program    

    16 16 16 16 –––– Christmas Program Christmas Program Christmas Program Christmas Program    

    20 20 20 20 –––– Christmas Program Christmas Program Christmas Program Christmas Program    

    21&22 21&22 21&22 21&22 –––– Happy Birthday Jesus! Party, On Happy Birthday Jesus! Party, On Happy Birthday Jesus! Party, On Happy Birthday Jesus! Party, On----site Field Trip, Story Timesite Field Trip, Story Timesite Field Trip, Story Timesite Field Trip, Story Time    

    23232323----January 4January 4January 4January 4    –––– Christmas Break Christmas Break Christmas Break Christmas Break    

    

December December December December TopicsTopicsTopicsTopics    

            ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas        Number ReviewNumber ReviewNumber ReviewNumber Review        Letters “G” and “H”Letters “G” and “H”Letters “G” and “H”Letters “G” and “H”            
 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!)OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!)OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!)OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!)    
Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG)Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG)Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG)Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) has had a great time visiting while they enjoy eating 

lunch together.  In November the group went to Golden Corral, and 24 attended.  They 

are taking December off since there is so much going on in this month.  But watch for more 

information to see when and where the CLLG will meet next year. 
 

Advent Service Socials: December 1, 8, 15, & 22December 1, 8, 15, & 22December 1, 8, 15, & 22December 1, 8, 15, & 22.  After the morning Advent Services, we 

will enjoy a time of fellowship with dessert.  The sign-up sheet to volunteer to bring a treat 

is on the bulletin board. After the social on the 8th we will put together baggies of treats for 

the MLA students as a Christmas surprise after their December 10 performance.  
 

MLA students will perform selections from their Christmas Program for OASIS on December December December December 

10 @ 1:00PM10 @ 1:00PM10 @ 1:00PM10 @ 1:00PM. There will be a social after the performance. Sign up on the bulletin sheet to 

help host.  Be sure to attend this festive event! 
 

The InThe InThe InThe In----AsAsAsAs----MuchMuchMuchMuch sub-committee of OASIS served the funeral lunch for Norvin Lindeman 

under the direction of Jan Faller. Thank you, ladies! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christ Lutheran Church 
Annual Meeting 
October 24, 2010 

The meeting was called to order by President Larry Sperl. Pastor Arnold led the congregation in prayer.  
Announcements:  Bob Bayless has been elected Parish President. Copies of the minutes from the last meeting 

and proposed 2011 budget are available for review. 
Approval of Minutes:  A motion by James Thomas III to approve the minutes of the February 21, 2010 Parish 

Meeting, was seconded by Myron Schelp and the motion carried. 
Elections:  There are nine candidates and seven positions to be filled. The nine men are:  Troy Fredde, Steve 

Foutch, Tom Chastain, Andrew Spidle, Shane Rogers, Bane Gaiser, Zach Kramer, D J Dammann, and 
Lee Ketelsen. The positions to be filled are:  Education, Elders, Grounds, Outreach, Stewardship, 
Treasurer and OASIS. Vice President John Henrichs passed out ballots with Allen Wilson assisting. 

Reports:  All Directors except one presented his report to the congregation. Due to the number of reports and 
the length of several (Finance, Stewardship, Treasurer), copies can be obtained from the church office 
upon request. All Directors were grateful for the opportunity to serve Christ Lutheran Church and 
specifically thanked individual members and families for all their assistance and support during the past 
year. 

MLA Update:  Pastor Froiland gave a brief overview of activities to date, and stated MLA, under the leadership 
of Principal Richard Schneider, will be moving during the Christmas break to their new facility.  

Proposed Constitutional Amendments to LCMS Constitution:  Pastor Arnold gave a brief summary of two 
proposed changes, and, after answering questions, a motion by Lee Ketelsen to disapprove 
Constitutional Amendment A was seconded by Myron Schelp and the motion carried.  A motion by 
James Thomas III to approve Constitutional Amendment B was seconded by Myron Schelp and the 
motion carried. 

2011 Budget:  A detailed review of the 2011 budget was given by Stewardship Director Myron Schelp. 
Following the presentation, a motion by George White to pass the 2011 Budget as presented was 
seconded by Shawn Smith and the motion carried. 

 
Facilities Renovation:  Given the amount of funding available for renovations, the focus will be on priority 

areas previously established: 
 

     HVAC replacement/upgrade;  
     Restroom remodel/upgrade; 
     Acoustics upgrade in Ephphatha Room; 
     Foundation and roof leakage repairs 
     If sufficient funding remains, resurface parking lot 
     A motion by James Thomas III authorizing the Treasurer and President to renegotiate the current mortgage 
for an amortization not to exceed 15 years and a monthly payment not to exceed $4,885.83, was seconded by 
Myron Schelp and the motion carried. 
 
Election Results:  After counting the ballots, a tie between Zack Kramer and Tom Chastain resulted in two 
further ballots to break the tie. Upon completion of the third ballot, the following men were elected to the Board 
of Directors:   
  Troy Fredde, Andrew Spidle, Bane Gaiser, D J Dammann, Steve Foutch, Shane Rogers, and Zack Kramer. 
Adjournment:  A motion to adjourn was seconded and Pastor Froiland closed the meeting with prayer at 
8:45pm. 
Prayerfully submitted, 
Paul A. Naher 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 



***************************************************************************** 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
December is upon us when we have the wonderful opportunity to share the Christmas 
story of Jesus and His birth through word, song and actions in the Children’s 
Christmas Program.  This year MLA will again be presenting this at King of Kings 
Lutheran Church on Thursday, December 16th at 7:00pm.  You are all invited to share 
in this wonderful experience of worshipping our God and King! 
 
Our new facility at 7112 N. Overland Drive, Kansas City is coming along beautifully.  
All of the walls are up, the rooms are painted and we are getting ready for school to 
begin.  Our first day of classes in our new building will be Monday, January 3rd.  

Continue to pray for MLA as we teach God’s word to His young people in the greater Kansas City community.  
A huge thanks goes out to the project manager, Mr. Steve Ewert.  Steve has done an incredible job coordinating, 
planning and implementing so that the building will be simply awesome.  Great job Steve and to all of you who 
have helped prepare the building for our first day of classes.  Thank you all very, very much! 
 
In November we had the special opportunity to celebrate Veterans Day at MLA.  Pastor McCrillis (Ret. USAF) 
came and spoke and we recognized other veterans.  The VFW was also present commending MLA on their 
patriotism as well as recognizing the three winners for the Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest.  All three winners in our 
region came from MLA.  They are:  Dominic Rizzo (grade 7) who took 3rd place, Amanda Hankins (grade 7) 
who took 2nd place, and Cody Hankins (grade 7) who took 1st place.  Congratulations to these three students and 
to all of our students in honoring our veterans. 
 
We are so thankful for the many blessings that God has and continues to shower upon MLA, its families, 
faculty, staff and students.  Please continue to keep Martin Luther Academy in your prayers as we seek to do the 
work of the Lord in this place. God’s richest blessings to all of you, thank you for your support, and Happy 
Advent and Merry Christmas! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Rick Schneider 
Principal, MLA 

When Winter Weather Occurs… 
With winter fast approaching snow and ice are sure to follow.  What do we do 
regarding our church activities when the weather turns bad? 
Pre-K:  According to our Pre-Kindergarten policy manual… “In case of inclement 
or threatening weather, CLC Pre-Kindergarten will follow the Park Hill School 
District for school cancellation, early dismissal, or late arrival.” 
Weekday School:  We also follow the Park Hill School District as well as early 
dismissal arrangements in case of inclement 

weather.  If for some reason the Pastors and Deacon decide it would be in the 
best interest of our students, parents, teachers and helpers not to hold Weekday 
School because of bad weather, we will be in contact with your child’s teacher 
to cancel classes.   Your child’s teacher will then notify each child in the class.  

Deacon and Eunice will do their best to makes sure all 
people are adequately notified. 
Special Events:  If ice or snow make it dangerous to 
have a church-sponsored event, the church office will 
do its very best to contact all those involved in order to 
cancel the event.  If you have any questions regarding whether or not the event will be 
held or not, please call the church office. 
All Church Services:  Sunday/Wednesday or Special Church Services will NOT be 
cancelled because of inclement weather.  If for any reason you feel unsafe to travel 
because of the weather, please stay home.   To eliminate any kind of confusion over 



whether or not we will cancel Church Service, please know that the answer will always be, “We will NOT 
cancel on account of bad weather.”  There is simply no need to cancel when both pastors live within walking 
distance of the church.  With this in mind, please use your discretion when choosing to set out when the weather 
is bad.  First and foremost – be careful and stay safe.    
***************************************************************************************** 

Emphasis for the Church 

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. 
Actions of the 64th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod produced a number of changes for our 

beloved Synod, not least of which were the election of President Matthew C. Harrison and the 

adoption of a number of resolutions brought forward by the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod 

Structure and Governance.  While delegates at the convention made dramatic decisions that will 

affect the future of the LCMS, its congregational principle and scriptural foundations remain 

unchanged.  And as President Harrison assumed his new responsibilities for leadership of the 

church and began pondering how to fulfill the responsibility of implementing the restructuring 

approved by convention, he wanted to start by focusing on the church's work and the emphasis of:  

Witness, Mercy, Life Together.Witness, Mercy, Life Together.Witness, Mercy, Life Together.Witness, Mercy, Life Together. 

These phrases illustrate how the church lives and works together to proclaim the Gospel and to provide for our brothers 

and sisters in Christ in our congregations, communities and throughout the world.   And in all we do, Christ is at the 

center, leading us, sustaining us, keeping us focused on our mission.  This will never change. 

WitnessWitnessWitnessWitness 

“For there are three that testify: the 

Spirit and the water and the blood; 

and these three agree.” 

– 1 John 5:7-8 

    

MercyMercyMercyMercy 

“For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many.” 

– Mark 10:45 

    

  

Life TogetherLife TogetherLife TogetherLife Together 

“God is faithful, by whom you were 

called into the fellowship of his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

– 1 Corinthians 1:9 

In Christ, for the Church and the World.In Christ, for the Church and the World.In Christ, for the Church and the World.In Christ, for the Church and the World. 

The Chrismon Tree 
The Chrismon (pronounced “kriz’-mon”) tree is complete only when those who see it understand its 
meaning.  Chrismon is a combination of two words – CHRISt and MONogram.  A Chrismon, in its original 
form, is just that – a monogram of Christ.  According to the dictionary definition, a Chrismon is the “Chi 
Rho” monogram (first two letters of Christ in Greek).  The plural form is “chrisma” and is not capitalized.  
Chrisma were designed and carved by some of the earliest Christians on places such as jewelry, utensils, 
doors, and on the walls of catacombs in Rome.  Early Christians used them to identify themselves to one 
another, to designate meeting places, or to show unbelievers where they stood.  From an artistic point of 
view, the designs were beautiful and it was apparent they would make 
lovely Christmas decorations.  All Chrismons are made in combinations 
of white and gold.  The white refers to our Lord’s purity and 
perfection, the gold to His majesty and glory.  The Alpha and Omega 
were added to the emblem in the fourth century to symbolize the 
divinity of Christ Jesus.  Later, other symbols were added to the tree to 
tell a more complete symbolic story of Christ. 
Legend says that Constantine saw this emblem in the sky with the 
words, “In this sign, conquer.”  So the story goes, Constantine fought 
the battle for Rome in 312 AD under this sign for Christ.  He later 
placed the Chi Rho atop the standard carried before him to signify that 
his was an empire under Christ, a Christian people.  He defended the 



church against further persecution, became a Christian himself, and abolished the cross as a form of 
execution because his Lord had died on it.  Since then, the use of this monogram has also implied the 
triumph of Christianity. 

The Christmas TreeThe Christmas TreeThe Christmas TreeThe Christmas Tree    
The Tree The Tree The Tree The Tree ––––    In the Bible, the tree is both a symbol of man’s sin and his Savior from sin.  Let your 

Christmas tree remind you of this.  By a tree whose fruit was forbidden, the devil overcame Adam and 

Eve.  They listened to the devil and brought sin and death into the world.  It was by a tree, the 

wooden cross of Calvary, that the Savior Jesus overcame the devil, sin, death, and hell.  He suffered 

and died in our place and for the sins of the whole world.  Thus God’s first Christmas gift was hung on 

the tree of the cross. 

Its Point Its Point Its Point Its Point ––––    As your tree points heavenward, let it remind you that Jesus came from heaven on the first 

Christmas to be your Savior. 

Its Light Its Light Its Light Its Light ––––    Jesus, the Light of the world, came to “give life to them that sit in darkness and in the 

shadow of death.  He came to guide our feet in the way of peace.”  (Luke 1:79) 

Its Decorations Its Decorations Its Decorations Its Decorations ––––    These should remind you of the beauty of the crown of everlasting life obtained 

through faith in the Christ Child, your Savior. 

An “Evergreen” Tree An “Evergreen” Tree An “Evergreen” Tree An “Evergreen” Tree ––––    Evergreens are always green.  So your faith and trust in Jesus should flourish in 

every condition of life:  “He that spared not His own Son…shall freely give us all things.”  (Romans 

8:38, 39) 

A Depository for Gifts A Depository for Gifts A Depository for Gifts A Depository for Gifts ––––    Christmas gifts are proper if they remind both the giver and receiver of God’s 

great Christmas Gift.  “The gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23)  

“If God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.”  (1 John 4:11). 

Your Tree Will Die Your Tree Will Die Your Tree Will Die Your Tree Will Die ––––    Cut off from its source of nourishment, your Christmas tree (if it is a real one) will 

soon be lifeless.  The needles soon begin to brown and dry.  After Christmas, the tree will be thrown 

out and burned.  Let this remind you that those whose faith is not regularly nourished with the Word 

of God will eventually become spiritually dead.  They will be cast out into the everlasting fire of hell 

(Matthew 7:17-19). 

Reminded Again Reminded Again Reminded Again Reminded Again ––––    Again this Christmas, let the Christmas tree remind you of God’s great love to you.  

Make Jesus your greatest Christmas joy.  Believe in Jesus, true God, who became man on that first 

Christmas, so that He might be your Savior. 

 

The Stewardship of Our Time/Talent/Treasure for this year (thus far) and years past. 


