
  

 Reborn Through the Word of Truth 
 

“Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 

due to change.  Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a 

kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”  

James 1:16-18 
 

Dear Fellow Believers, 

Martin Luther said that the greatest thing God has done for us is that He has begotten us and 

made us His children and heirs, so that we have become and are called ‘children born of 

God.’ We may ask, “How, or by what means, did this happen?” It was through the Word of 

Truth, of course. 

We are so loved by God, the foremost of His entire creation, that He calls us His “firstborn.” 

To be “firstborn” in this way means to be “new-born” creatures, for to be born again means 

that God creates us anew in the image of His only begotten Son. This is how God separates 

His new creation from the world. He calls us His own children who are bought through the 

precious blood of His Son who died for us on the cross. 

God has made for Himself a new creature which is so called because that new creature (you 

and me) is made by Him and is His work without any human help or skill. By virtue of this, 

we Christians are called a new creature of God, which He Himself alone makes above and 

besides all other creatures. Yet, God makes us new in such a way that in this temporal life He 

continues to work in and through us. In other words, we were forgiven by a single act of 

redemption – the death of Jesus for you. But, our Christian life continues to grow and 

flourish as God works in us. We grow more and more into the Lord’s “Godly” creatures each 

day we live out the Christian life in faith. 

James says, “Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift 

is from above…” It is true! And from these good and perfect gifts we are reborn into the 

newness of life. None of this is found within our sinful selves. None of this comes from the 

world around us. No, rather, it only comes from heaven above. 

Thanks be to God that we are the “firstfruits” of His creatures. This means, we are the best. 

We are the most valued. And we can be confident that we are. That’s why God gave His Son 

to be born as one of us so that He can carry our sins to death on the cross. No matter what 

you might think you are… no matter what this world may label you… you are God’s 

foremost. You are His precious “recreated and reborn” Child.  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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What is Heaven like? 

 When Christians die, our souls go to heaven to be with Christ.  This is the most 
delightful place beyond all comprehension.  The Bible also says that Christ will one day come 
down from heaven to return to this world, bringing His people with Him.  We will experience 
resurrection, the joining of our souls with our new bodies.  We will live as physical beings in a 
physical place in relationship with God and with each other.  Here God will forever dwell with 
His people (Rev. 21:1-4). 

 As we will have our relationship with God and each other, we’ll meet and converse with 
saints we have known and not known.  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, Ruth, Esther, 
Mary, Peter, and others from the Scriptures as well as many other saints throughout history, 
known and unknown to us with whom we can speak.  We’ll speak with angels.  God’s angels 
are ministering spirits who serve us now unseen.  Presumably, we’ll get to know those who 
protected us during our years on this earth.   

 Will we learn in heaven? Definitely! When we die, we’ll know a lot more that we do 
now, but we’ll keep learning about God and all He’s done for us.  We’ll look back at our lives 
here in this fallen world and see God’s kindness to us in the events of our lives that have 
seemed anything but kind.  We’ll learn more of God’s gracious purposes in our lives while 
discovering His new creation and glory in breathtaking freshness and exhilaration.  Imagine 
designing, building, composing, studying, writing, sculpting, planting, playing, and exploring 
in a world unlimited by mortality and unmarred by sin! 

 In heaven will we remember our lives and relationships on earth? Of course! The pain of 
the past will be gone.  But memories of being together in the trenches, walking with Christ, 
and experiencing cherished times with family and friends will remain.  Will we know our 
loved ones in heaven? Certainly! We may immediately know even those we didn’t know on 
earth, as Peter, James, and John recognized Moses and Elijah at Christ’s transfiguration (Luke 
9:28-33). 

 We’ll be smarter, healthier, and enjoy relationships more than we do now, as Christ’s 
life will be more fully ours.  After entering heaven, the martyrs look down on earth and clearly 
remember their lives, fully aware of what’s happening there: “When [the Lamb] opened the 
fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and 
for the witness they had borne.  The cried out, ‘O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long 
before You will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’ Then they were 
each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants 
and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been” 
(Rev. 6:9-11).  Heaven isn’t a place of ignorance of the events on earth, but of a more complete 
perspective regarding them. 

 Finally, our Lord promises that heaven will be a place of rest.  “Come to Me, all who 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yolk upon you, and learn from 
Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yolk is 
easy and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30).  And in this valley of death, sorry and tears, we 
couldn’t have it better than that.              

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SENIOR ‘21 
  

RECOGNITION &  
SEND-OFF DAY 

 

August 1  
 
 

BETWEEN SERVICES – EPHPHATHA ROOM 
 

 
 

SR-LYF  /  JR-LYF 
    Grades 9-12                                 Grades 6-8 
Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                Grades 1-5 

ALL-YOUTH POOL PARTY 
Fri., Aug. 13   5:30-8 PM 

 

All youth are invited to swim and play together on 
Saturday, August 18, any time after 5:30 PM, at the 
Tiffany Springs Aquatic Center.   
 

Our “party” is being held during a regular session…it is 
NOT a private party, but an open swim time.  Feel free 
to bring a friend or two!   
     
Deacon will meet you at the front gate to get you 

admitted after 5:30 PM! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

WEEKDAY SCHOOL 

August 22   6:00-6:30 PM            Orientation Night* 
August 25   4:30-6:30 PM            First Day of Classes 

 

*Be sure to attend this Sunday evening orientation.  
The Memory Work curriculum will be shared, which 

will begin on the very first day of classes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

VACATION  

BIBLE  

SCHOOL 

 

August 9-10-11-12 
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Congratulations to our Christ Lutheran High School Class of 2021 
 

Two members of our CLC HS Class of 2021/Confirmation Class of 2017 were willing to share a little bit about themselves 
(below). On Sunday, August 1st at 9:30 AM in the Ephphatha Room, we will formally “send off with blessing” these young 
adults!  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tarryn Fredde 
     Daughter of:   Troy and Kristina Fredde 
 

     Graduated from:  Winnetonka High School 
 

     Honors/Awards:   
Lettered in Academics 3 years 
Lettered in Scholar Bowl 2 years 
Lettered in Orchestra 2 years 
Principal’s List 3 times 
Most Improved Award – Symphonic Orchestra 
Outstanding Chamber Orchestra Member 
Gold Medallion & AP Capstone Diploma Recipient 
National Honor Society Member 

 

     Next 12+ months: I will be completing my Freshman  
year at William Jewell College  

 

     Favorite Church Memory:  2019 Youth Gathering 
 Walking around both the streets of Minneapolis  

and the World Market was so interesting. It was  
so cool to see and learn about different cultures, 
and exploring downtown Minneapolis!  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

God’s richest blessings to  

Tarryn Fredde  
Greta Jones  

and all other CLC members of the  
2021 HS Class  

and  
members of the  

2017 Christ Lutheran Confirmation Class  

Jacob Baker 
Forrest Boynton 

Natalie Brinkmeyer 
Lauren Keller 
Jakobi Pope 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Greta Jones 
     Daughter of:   Dan and Carla Jones 
 

     Graduated from:  Park Hill High School 
 

     Honors/Awards: National Honor Society Member 
 President of Park Hill Speech and Debate Team 
 National AP Scholar with Distinction 
 Academic Honor Roll 4 years 
 Academic All-American 
 Debate State Qualifier 2 years 
 Debate Nationals Qualifier 
 Debate District Champion 
 Debate All Conference First Team 
 Third Place 2021 State Tournament in Public Forum 
 Swim and Dive Varsity Letterman 
 Second Place DECA Districts  
   

     Next 12+ months: I will attend Concordia University  
in Irvine, California as part of the Presidential  
Honors Program. I will also compete on the 
Debate Team there and plan to study abroad in 
the Concordia-Cambridge Program as well as 
the Around the World semester. I will major in 
History and Political Thought and hope to 
eventually attend law school while pursuing a 
career in diplomacy with the US State 
Department 

 

     Favorite Church Memory:  2018 Higher Things  
Conference “Sanctified” in Carbondale, Illinois 

 I remember standing up in the pews, watching  
the processional cross go down the aisle,  
listening to the choir sing, and then the rest of  
the congregation sing as well, and just thinking  
that I had never felt more connected to my  
fellow Christians, in that moment, and never in  
more awe of my God! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   



 
 
 

8/1 Gregg Harrison 

 Phil Daley 

8/2 Rick Trumble 

 Jason Hester 

 Lydia Froiland 

8/3 John Sager 

 Kacie Ferguson 

8/4 Erikka O’Toole 

8/5 Lisa Van Winkle 

8/6 John Henrichs 

 Patsy Saving 

 Anne Newhouse 

 Collin Henry 

8/7 Julie Ketelsen 

 Bruce Cummins 

 Tyler Pride 

8/8 Bob Manlove 

 Roger Lewis 

        Meredith Darlington 

 Isabelle Schneider 

8/9 Rachel Kraft 

 Piper Dorsey 

8/10 Robert Gallant 

 Lema Easley 

8/11 Andrea Both 

 James Keller 

 John Keller 

 Shelan Kaky 

 Joshua Buchholz 

8/12 Donald Musil 

 Shannon Stark 

 Jackson Foutch 

8/13 Don Fligge 

 Tyler Van Winkle  

8/14 John Groth 

 Joe Yulich 

8/15 Peter Oetting 

8/17 Gayle Brekke 

 Pamela Brown 

 Beth Campos 

 Cooper Oathout 

8/18 Nicholas Greenhagen 

 Tristin Chandler 

8/19 Gabbie Sinnett 

 Madeline Beck 

8/21 Mark Sandridge 

 Marie Gehrke 

        Benjamin Wittmaier 

8/22 ‘D’ Cox 

 Joy Patrick 

 Phoebe Fera 

 Sophia Sager 

8/23 Rev. Dr. T.C. Arnold 

 Stacy Oetting 

 Lauren Obie 

8/24 Jodi Oathout 

 Carla Jones 

 Joshua Keller 

8/25 Cindy Smith 

 Michelle Szabados 

 Paislee Overstreet 

8/26  Brian Hopkins 

8/27 Matthew Hall 

8/28 Jerry Jensen 

 Kelly Bayless 

8/29 Bill Hudnall 

 Kelly Henry 

 Joshia Aguilar 

8/30 Larry Scroggins 

8/31 Wilma Chandler 

 Paula Graham 

 Charles Clark 

 Brayden Basch 

 

 
 

 

******************************************** 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
Bob Manlove      

August 8, 1934 – July 14, 2021 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 
 

 

 



Hillcrest Update 

I’m pleased to announce that our apartment we sponsor has a new occupant. He is a 

young man from Africa whose name is Nelson Smith. He is in the process of finding 

employment and getting a driver’s license. Please keep him in your prayers. 

Pastor Arnold has made arrangements with Hillcrest to have someone from their 

organization come to a Bible class and talk about Hillcrest and what goes on there. Join 

us on August 1st. 

Duane Leimkuehler, Public Relations Director 

 

August Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

August Brian Odegaard    Alex Smith 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare  
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Luke Waller  10:45am 741-5087

 

 

MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY 
 

Thank you to all who helped move the library in June.  We were able to get it 
moved and the books shelved.  We continue to organize our spaces that will 

provide additional space needed.  The interior of the building is getting a fresh coat of paint and you 
will see some notable changes when you come.   We will also be adding some storage space in the 
common area for teacher supplies. 
   
We will be using every classroom in the building on a regular basis this year.  This is new for MLA 
and everyone is excited about it.  Kindergarten through 4th grade will be in self-contained classrooms 
and changing classes for PE, Computers, Music, and Choir.  5th through 8th grades will be more 
departmentalized and will have multiple teachers for their classes. 
   
We recently placed a bid with the city on the property next door.  This property will allow us to create 
a larger, more secure play area for the students as well as provide additional parking.  It also allows 
us to eventually build more classroom space on the current playground.  We were notified that we 
were the only bid on the property and City Council approval will be needed before we can continue 
moving forward.  Please keep the leaders of MLA in your prayers as we continue to navigate this 
process. 
 
Staffing  
MLA is currently looking for a School Administrator Assistant.  If you know someone who is interested 
please contact Mr. Dixon at sdixon@mlakc.com. 

 

mailto:sdixon@mlakc.com


Discipleship Data 
 

Accessions Baptized: 

Noah David Verner Buchholz and Emmalynn James Verner Buchholz, son and daughter of Rachel 

Buchholz, baptized June 13, 2021 

 

Accessions Communicant: 

John and JoAnn Bringer - transfer from Holy Cross, KC, MO 

 

Deletions: 

Jeremy and Emily Dunn – transfer to Risen Savior, Basehor, KS 

Carolyn Enyeart – transfer to Trinity, Paola, KS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The date has been set for the Women's 

Retreat. Mark your calendar for November 12 

& 13, 2021. Our time together will include 

Bible study, fellowship, and food for physical 

and spiritual well-being. Plan to join us for 

this time to Be Still and Know God. 

Registration forms will be available soon with 

more details to follow. If you have any 

questions please see Andrea Arnold, Jan 

Turner or Kelly Henrichs. 

 
 
 
 
 



Greetings from Christ Lutheran Preschool! 
It’s hard to believe our first day of school is August 19, 2021.  We are 

excited to have so many new families at Christ Lutheran Pre-K and we are 

just as excited to see all of our returning families.   

As of right now, our school year will be 

going back to what we are used to.  Our 

staff will not be required to wear a mask 

but can if they feel more comfortable doing 

so.  Families entering the building will not be 

required to wear a mask either but can if 

they feel more comfortable doing so.   

We will continue to have chapel every Thursday with Pastor Arnold, Pastor 

Froiland, or Deacon Buchholz in the sanctuary.  We will follow church 

guidelines while we are in the sanctuary. 

As we are preparing for the 2021/2022 school year, I have asked each 

classroom teacher to create a wish list for either their classroom or the 

school as a whole.  Please stop by our wish list board and table by the 

Ephphatha room to see what we are wishing for.  If there is something on 

there you would like to donate, please take the tag, purchase the item, put 

the tag with the item and place them on the table. 

Please continue keep us in your prayers as we start another amazing school 

year.   

Blessings, Mrs. Kristina Fredde 
 

********************************************************************** 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 

Hillcrest Platte County would like to thank you for partnering with us in 

providing transitional housing to homeless families. The role you play in 

nurturing, counseling and funding is critical to the success of the program! Our staff is 

excited about what God is doing through Hillcrest and look forward to what he has in store 

for the future! 

Thank you for your recent donation of $1250.00 which we received on 6/26/21. 

Again, we thank you for walking alongside us in this important mission.   

Thank you for your support of HPC. This month one of the graduates said, “I’m capable of 

anything now that I’ve done Hillcrest.” He came to us with a job as a server and now has a 

corporate career! He is ready for a lifetime of independence!  Thank you! 

Sincerely, Donice Mahan, Executive Director, Hillcrest Platte County 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Dan Jones, Gus Jones, and Brian Gibbs for leveling the playground 
rock before the annual state visit. 
Orchids to Rick Birch for moving a couple of bulletin boards in Pre-K. 

Orchids to David Lackey, Gary Bartek, Steve Foutch, Lee Ketelsen, Don Rea and Mike Kelly for 
your dedicated service in serving your Lord in June as an usher.  
Orchids to Phil Daley, Jeff Faller, John Henrichs, Roger Lewis, Derek Rothert, Kevin Smith, Jeff 
Ferguson, Joe Graham, Brian Repplinger, Shawn Smith, Russell Hollander, Ken Lyons and Larry 
Scroggins for your dedicated service in serving your Lord in July as an elder.  
Orchids to DJ Dammann, John Ramos, Kevin Smith, Matt Wittmaier and Tom Cvetan for your 
dedicated service in serving your Lord in July as an usher.  
Orchids to Jan and Glenn Sittig and Carol Houghtlin for their work this past month pulling 
weeds around the church property. 
Orchids to Karen Daughtery for her diligent upkeep of the plantings around the church.  
Orchids to Becki Graham for her all she does to make sure our livestream looks great and is posted 
on our various platforms. We really appreciate all you do, Becki. 
Orchids to Shawn Smith who keeps up the church website. Thank you, Shawn. 
Orchids to Lowell Smith who worked especially hard this past month on the internet and wifi 
issues we were having.  
Orchids to our summer Pre-K teachers and staff.  The Pre-K program is a year-round ministry. Our 
teachers and staff work hard and do a great job. 
 

*************************************************************************** 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

OASIS had our first outing to the Union Station on July 29 to view Auschwitz 

(Holocaust Exhibition). It was a good group of approximately 30 individuals. 

Thanks to Lynda Reinert for arranging and getting the great ticket rate! 

 

I Scream, You Scream, We All Scream for ICE CREAM 

 

Please join us for an Ice Cream Social on 

Friday, August 22 @ 1:30pm at church.  It 

should be plenty hot around the end of August 

and a good time for ice cream.  No need to 

bring anything but yourself (and possibly a 

friend or two). Come enjoy some great 

company while cooling down with ice cream 

and treats. If you have questions, please see Judy Gibson, Lynda Reinert or 

Tommy France. 

 

 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – July 15, 2020 

Meeting Called to Order:  7:00 pm.   Opening Prayer:  Shawn Smith Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o No action as there was not a quorum of elders 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Noah David Verner Buchholz and Emmalynn James Verner Buchholz, son and daughter of 

Rachel Buchholz, baptized June 13, 2021 

c) Deletions: 

o No action as there was not a quorum of elders 

Minutes:  

A motion by L. Smith/S. Smith to approve the minutes from June 2021 carried. 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) Where in the World is God – The Waiting Father 

b) Last year we did not have VBS or Higher Things. This year VBS is August 9-12 and our High School 

youth with adult leaders will attend the Higher Things Gathering in Texas.  While last year was a big 

disappointment, this year is looking up. Thanks be to God. 

c) We are getting close to Weekday School starting up for another year.  Please keep in mind your child’s 

enrollment in our Weekday School Program.  Do invite others and encourage our members to register 

early. Orientation will be on August 22nd at 6 P.M. and the first day of Weekday School will be August 

25th.  Also, in August, God willing, Pastor Froiland and I will be putting together another date for the 

beginning of another Adult Information Class. The classes will likely begin sometime in September. 

Again, do come and invite a friend. 

d) Organ Fund Capital Campaign – We are currently at about $76,700 in donations. Our goal about 

$88,500. We are getting close. The new organ has been ordered and should be installed sometime before 

Thanksgiving. If you haven’t done so, please consider making a donation to the Organ Fund. This is a 

much needed improvement/upgrade for our parish-family.  

e) Livestreaming of Divine Service at 10:45 A.M. continues.  Bible study begins at 9:30 A.M. We will not 

continue to Livestream Bible Study. Attendance at both Sunday and Wednesday Bible Church Services 

has improved. The elders reviewed worship protocols this week. We continue to make adjustments and 

are gradually getting back to normal.  Thank you for you encouragement and patience. 

f) We will continue Parish emails and devotion Bible Studies through summer. Please share them with 

friends and family. 

g) Sunday School is back to full strength. Please encourage your children/family to attend. 

h) In August we will be handing out the budget worksheets for your committee’s contemplation.  Please 

consult with your committees on what you would like to budget for the line item you are responsible for. 
 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) At our August BOD meeting each committee chairman will receive a budget worksheet to begin the 

2022 budget process.  Between the August meeting and the September meeting please submit your 

committee’s budgeted amount to Steve Foutch to compile our budget for next year. 

b) Vacation Bible School will be August 9th—12th.  

c) I am on vacation this week and will not be in attendance to our BOD meeting.       

 

Deacon’s Report:  
a) All Sunday School lessons for children in PK through Grade 12+ are now being held face-to-face 

b) All other study groups are continuing to meet face-to-face, with some also being streamed 

c) The 2021-2022 Weekday School year will begin on Wednesday, August 25, 2021 

d) Plans for a traditional Summer VBS are well underway, following a June 21 organizational meeting.  

VBS dates are: Aug 9-12, 2021.  Janessa Hackworth has graciously consented to serve as our director 

e) July 2021 Thrivent Choice dollars received $0.  YTD $3,563. 

 



President’s Report:    
a) Please continue to find your back up and submit a proxy. 

b) Welcome Troy Fredde as the new Director of the School Oversight Committee 

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update 

b) Grounds Committee: Sign Repair Project 

c) Buildings Committee: Church Doors Project 

d) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update – Revisions are underway for the Oromo congregation’s 

constitution and by-laws prior to resubmission to the District.  

 

New Business: 

a) Acceptance of memorial gifts – Motion by Thomas/L. Smith to receive a gift of new Easter banners 

from the Jerry Johnson and Charles Goodwin memorial funds carried. 

b) Organ fund project update 

c) Proxies and new committee member ratifications 

   

Announcements: 

 Next BOD Meeting Thursday 8/19/2021 

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by L. Smith/France @ 7:57pm carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Dan Jones 

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting: Aug. 19 @ 7pm;    Opening Prayer: Peer/Thomas;    Closing Prayer: France/Birch 

BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Full Nelson was out 6/24 to snake a drain in Classroom 1.  

Eunice and Kristina are getting proposals from cleaning companies for a new service. 

Bulletin boards relocated in Pre-K 

Work in Pre-K to be done within the next few weeks – volunteers welcome. 

    • Section of carpet (south half of room) in Classroom 5 to be pulled up & tile removed. The concrete 

underneath will need to be cleaned and then some kind of finish – polish, garage floor paint, etc. – applied. 

The concrete floor has to be finished before new carpet is installed in the north half of room.  

    • Classroom 5 white board on closet (east) wall to be relocated to the north wall (concrete wall).  

    • Classroom 5 needs to be masked off for painting. 

    • Classroom 1 needs to be masked off for painting.  

 

Future Projects:  Timers & Lights, flashing repair/reattachment for 6609 Camden, new sidewalks and 

approaches on West side of church, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew resurfacing. 
Education 

Charley Buckner 
Enrollment: July 54. Currently up 7 from last year. 

All annual inspections have been passed. Many thanks to Dan Jones, Gus Jones, and Brian Gibbs for their 

work. 

Preparations are underway for next years’ budget. Linda would like to sit down with James and John to 

review these concerns. Mrs. Fredde would like to know what James wants her to do regarding the budget. 

The Pre-K is considering using an ACH payment.  

Pre-K is also looking at a different data tracking service. EzChild was bought out by ProCare and they are 

having issues with customer service. 

Pre-K is looking into the cleaning service. Mrs. Fredde is aware that Eunice has a potential option, but she 

does have some logistical questions with this company.  

Pre-K is continuing to explore fundraiser options. The Walk-A-thon was successful but limited. The Pre-K is 

looking into ideas on how to get the congregation more involved. 

Two rooms in Pre-K will be painted and have new carpet installed. 



Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Home Calls 6, Church Calls 4, Attempted Phone Calls 1, In Person Calls 1 
 

Covid-19 Guidelines Review 

1. Masks, optional for now, including on Wednesdays 

2. Pews, removing tape on the pulpit side but reminder/encouragement to social distance. 

3. Communion, continue to allow intinction for now.  For procedure, keep the process the same now for 

bringing people up, and dismiss half table on either side when complete as the Pastors/Elder move 

from the pulpit side over to the font side.   

4. Bible Study is no longer live streamed. 

5. Worshippers continue to be released from the front of the pews. 

6. We will return to the “short” bulletin format Sunday 7/25.  The bulletins and offering plate will 

continue to be on the pedestals in the Narthex for the time being. 

7. There was a suggestion return to the practice of wiping down the pews.  Supplies would need to be 

donated as we are out of wipes. 

8. COVID-19 Guidance to be reviewed by Elders again in August.  
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
Donut Donations Received:  6/27 - $22, 7/4 - $36, 7/11 - $15 

Upcoming Events – Church picnic end of September/early October.  Tentatively scheduled for Saturday 

10/02.  BBQ by Thrivent rep Jason Henke, side dishes and desserts by Fellowship and/or picnic participants.  

Plan to ask Deacon and Greg if Youth would like to host games as has been done in the past.   
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
June Plate Offerings: $46,422, $14,060 BELOW budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $355,817, Deficit:  $7,075 BELOW budget. 
Grounds 

Dan Jones 
- Mow schedule is complete and we have 5 crews mowing now.  Both weed eaters are down and in need of 

repair.  One push mover is out of service for unknown reasons.  Platte Rental Supply is the Stihl Repair Shop 

- Kristina Fredde has approved artwork for Pre-K signs and they have been ordered.  Delivery has been 

delayed again 2-3 weeks due to material shortages.  Still waiting on bell tower artwork for main sign.  Sign 

Craft has assured me this week they will have design and final quote for back-lit signage for the main sign, 

including change of logo.  

- June 25th a large branch came down in the Pre-K parking lot.  As I was out of town, I had Larry Sickman 

come and move the branch and then cut it up and remove it.  Tree seems to be in decent health but is showing 

signs of age/deterioration.    
OASIS 

Tommy France 
- July 29 – The OASIS group will be touring the Auschwitz Holocaust Exhibition at Union Station.  The 

group has placeholders for 30 individuals. 

- Aug 27 – The group has organized an Ice Cream Social at the church. 
Outreach 

John Peer 
3 calls made the last couple months, and 2 more pending prospects are in the queue.   

 
Public Relations 

Duane 

Leimkuehler 

- The apartment at Hillcrest is now occupied by a young man named Nelson Smith.  He is looking for 

employment and obtaining a driver’s license. 

- Pastor Arnold has spoken with Hillcrest about coming to a Bible class and giving a presentation on Hillcrest 

and what goes on there. 

- The P.R. Committee is looking at manning an information table at the Doxology reunion on July 30th.  We 

will have maps, etc. available to give to people who might want to know what restaurants, shopping, etc. that 

is in the area. 
Stewardship 

Steve Foutch 
Average Attendance 171 (21) v. 153 (20) v. 194 (19) 

Average of 58 views of Facebook videos across the past 4 videos. 
 Treasurer 

 James Thomas 
Offerings were under budget in June by $14,060 / YTD $13,559 under. 

Expenses were under budget in June by $7,974 / YTD $34,476 under. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Upcoming Events: 

Jul 23-31 – Higher Things Conference in Austin, TX 

Aug 1 – Senior Recognition Day 

Aug 9-12 – Vacation Bible School  

Aug 13 – All Youth Pool Party, Springs Aquatic Center 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Graham  Buckner x Jones x Foutch x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith x L. Smith x France x Thomas  Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander  Wittmaier x Peer x Nowlin  Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch  M. Smith x Leimkuehler     



New Organ Project 
 

Last Month’s issue of The Shepherd’s Staff outlined the need, details, and purpose of 
a New Organ Project fund for our church-family. Here’s an update: 

The Goal: $88,578 
Current Amount Raised (as of July 21st): $77,600 
We have raised nearly 70% of our goal. Praise God!  Thank you to all who have 
contributed thus far. If you haven’t had the opportunity to contribute yet, please 
consider making a gift donation. 
Also, make sure to take a look at the New Organ Project display table in the Narthex 
outside of the sanctuary. Included are two charts that show our fund raising 
progress. One of the charts has a display of 215 keys – the total number of keys 
(including pedals) on the organ. Each key has a value of $412. Please consider 
purchasing a key (or two or three). You will notice that most of the keys have already 
been purchased but we have a ways to go. If you are unable to purchase a key, please 
consider a lesser amount. Every donation is a blessing.  
Thank you for your consideration. I’m confident, with your help, we will reach out goal 
very soon! 
Pastor Arnold 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – August 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:20am - Senior Recognition/Send Off 
9:40am - Bible Study (Hillcrest 
Presentation) & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

2 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

3 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Elders 

4 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

5 6 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

7 

8 
8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
Set Up for VBS 

9 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

10 
NO Bible 
Study 

11 
7pm - Midweek Service  

12 
 

13 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
5:30pm - All 
Youth Pool Party 

14 

15 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

16 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

17 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

18 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

19 
7pm - 
Board of 
Directors 

20 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon – 
Shepherd’s Staff 
Deadline 

21 

22 
8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
6pm - Weekday School Orientation 

23 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

24 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

25 
4:30pm – Weekday School Starts 
5:30pm – Mom’s Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  
 

26 27 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
1:30pm - OASIS 
Ice Cream Social 

28 

29 
8am - Divine Service  - LS           
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

30 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

31 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

        

Vacation Bible School 
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Acolytes:  8am – Brian Odegaard  10:45am – Alex Smith 
 

Head Ushers:   8am – Tom Chastain  10:45am – Stephen O’Toole 

Ushers:  8am – Troy Fredde 

   10:45am – Charley Buckner, Paul Naher  

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Scroggins 10:45am – Lyons   

      4th – Henrichs; 11th – Rothert; 18th – Repplinger; 25th – Ferguson 
 

Greeters:   8am – Carol Houghtlin   10:45am – Shawn and Kelli Smith 
 

Counter:   

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   8/1  Gibson/Chastain/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   8/4  Oswald/Moore/Grace     Faller 

   8/8  Degnan/Moore/Kuhn/Rothert    Faller 

   8/11  Hackworth/Schneider 

   8/15  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   8/18  Moore/Reinhardt/Wilson    Faller 

   8/22  Jensen/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

   8/25  Wittmaier/Lewis 

   8/29  Harrison/Hackworth     Faller/Wittmaier 

            
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Watson 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

 

August 1st – 7th – The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, 

who greatly delights in his commandments!  Alleluia. 

Psalm 51:1-12 + 2 Samuel 22:26-34 + 1 Corinthians 10:6-13 + Luke 

16:1-13 

 

August 8th – 14th – The Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  O Lord, God of my salvation; I cry out 

day and night before you.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 92 + Jeremiah 8:4-12 + Romans 9:30-10:4 + Luke 19:41-48 

 

August 15th – 21st – The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  Lord, you have been our dwelling 

place in all generations.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 50:7-23 + Genesis 4:1-15 + Ephesians 2:1-10 + Luke 18:9-14 

 

August 22nd – 28th – The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  Sing aloud to God our strength; shout 

for joy to the God of Jacob.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 146 +  Isaiah 29:17-24 + 2 Corinthians 3:4-11 + Mark 7:31-37 

 

August 29th – September 4th – The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  O Lord, God of my salvation; I cry out 

day and night before you.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 32 + 2 Chronicles 28:8-15 + Galatians 3:15-22 + Luke 10:23-37 
 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 

 
819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Luke 21:1-4 
 

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Scripture passage is the account of the 
widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4).  It’s a moving account.  Our Lord praises the seemingly 
small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of gifts 
given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them” 
(Luke 21:3).  

And that is usually where we stop.  But the story goes on. “For they all contributed out 
of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. 
She trusted that the Lord who made her and all creatures, who gave her everything she 
had, who redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power of the devil, who 
called her by the Gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament, 
would continue to do this.  He would provide her with all that she needed for this body 
and life because that is the character of the God she had.  

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was 
actually large. When we are tempted to give small gifts it is precisely because we 
want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us.  

We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed 
us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt 
that God will really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts because we are 
not content with what God has already given.  

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Gal. 4). 
We are adopted sons of the free woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And 
heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ. And thus, moved 
by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far 
beyond all that done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal 
demands.  

So what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the 
Scriptures be your guide. 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to 
us (Luke 12:48; 1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor. 8:12). But you have not been set free to give 
nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7). 

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who 
gives us all good gifts, without generosity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, 
without supporting the community of faith in which we live, without care for our 
spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, without 
resources for the poor and needy – in short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, 
hoarding what God has given us only for us.  

For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10).  And the sum of the law is 
this: Love God and love your neighbor (Matt. 22:34-.40).  We love because He first loved 
us. We give because He has given to us.  

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (AE 
14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s 
gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your neighbors – your 
family, your friends, your community, your church.   


