
 

You Are an Expert in Prayer!! 
 

 On more than one occasion I have heard Dr. John Kleinig, my mentor and friend, say there are two 

types of prayer: there is “pagan prayer” which is self-induced and self-developed, and there is Christian 

prayer which is not based on performance but on reception from God. Christian prayer totally depends on the 

one who perfectly prays.  And the one who perfectly prays does so on our behalf. Our petitions in prayer are 

heard and answered by the Heavenly Father because of our faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 

 St. Luke, in his Gospel, emphasizes four different aspects of Jesus’ teachings on prayer.  First, Jesus 

prays for His people each and every step of the way along life’s journey.  Kleinig says that He prays for us, 

“from font to the moment of death.” In the midst of trouble and anxiety, our Savior and brother is nearer than 

we could ever imagine and His faithful petitions directly name those who are kept in His comforting grace. 

 Secondly, Jesus issues His prayer for the people and everything He gives comes from the Heavenly 

Father.  Total dependence on the only one who prays perfectly is taken one step further in His teaching.  He 

even gives us the words to pray.  Intercession is accompanied by Christ, when Christ Himself is the giver – 

and “pray-er” of the very words.  They will not fall on deaf ears when Jesus prays them to the Heavenly 

Father on our behalf. 

 Third, our prayer totally depends on His prayer for us.  It is true that prayers we speak to the Lord 

seem to sometimes aimlessly beat the air.  But these prayer are not aimless when Jesus comes along side of 

the person in prayer.  And perhaps better put, He comes to us and through us in prayer. How does He do 

this?  Through faith, of course.  Here again is our total dependence and rich definition of Christian prayer.  It 

cannot be done alone as true prayer is never alone.   

 Lastly, it is comforting to know that the whole ministry of Jesus is really one big act of intercession 

for all sinners.  For this, we go to the imagery given in Hebrews of a perfect High Priest who makes 

intercession for the people.  And not only does He speak for us, but He even enters heaven, appears in the 

presence of God ON OUR BEHALF (Hebrews 7 & 9).  I sometimes imagine Jesus taking me (or someone I 

love) by the arm and physically bringing me into the presence of heaven in our prayers.  The words of THE 

WORD put that kind of weight behind our request and pleas for mercy. In Him we can approach God the 

Father. 

 Becoming an expert in prayer, therefore, totally depends on the one and only expert – Jesus!  

Communicating this fact to those we serve is important.  The reason: much of popular teaching on Christian 

prayer today revolves around the idea that self-improvement depends totally upon the person who prays.  If 

one has a strong enough faith, a good attitude, and the right tools, then that person will have an effectual 

prayer life that bears fruit.  Parishioners have said to me many times, “I pray to the Lord all the time and He 

doesn’t seem to answer.  I guess I don’t have a strong enough faith – or – God must be punishing me for 

something I did.”  It’s easy to see how prayer is seen to be dependent on the self rather than the Lord.  

Unfortunately, so much of today’s pop-Christianity dogma perpetuates this idea into the minds and hearts of 

those we serve.  This is troubling to say the least.  What do we do? 

 Kleinig has taught me how speak and think “Gospelly” about prayer.  If we depend on self, our 

prayers will fail miserably.  We are all sinners and because we are dead in these sins, we have no right to 

approach the heavenly throne.  But we have another.  The One who intercedes for us.  The One who brings 

us out of darkness and into His marvelous light.  We have our Savior who carries our petitions directly to the 

Throne of Grace – not with just His Words but with His whole life.  

 So keep praying.  You are an expert in prayer.  How?  Because of your gift of faith.  Jesus has made 

you an expert.  The Lord is listening.  And He responds through His Word. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 
 

Pastor Arnold 
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 They All Go Back to 1 
 August is the month of going back to school and the time also when our Weekday School 
year resumes.  This reminds me of the chief textbook we use for 1st -8th grade youth catechesis: 
Luther’s Small Catechism.  And what better place to begin than the first chief part, the Ten 
Commandments? And what better place to start than the first 1? You shall have no other gods. 
 

 Luther’s defines a ‘god’ in his Large Catechism:  “…that to which we look for all good and 
in which we find refuge in every time of need.  To have a god is nothing else than to trust and 
believe in Him with our whole heart.  As I have often said, the trust and faith of the heart alone 
make both God and an idol.  If your faith and trust are right, then your god is the true God.  For 
these two belong together, faith and God.  That to which your heart clings and entrusts itself is, I 
say, really your God.”—LC 1:2-3 
 

 St. Paul would say just as much in his first letter to the church in Corinth: “For although 
there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many ‘gods’ and many 
‘lords’—yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.”—1 Cor. 
8:5-6. 
 

 The idea of God and ‘gods’ comes into practical application in the story of Jesus and the rich 
young man.  Our Lord uses Moses’ words, the words of God’s Law, to unmask the heart of a rich 
man who thought that he could “do” the Law.  This man comes to our Lord with a pious question, 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” –Mark 10:17.  When our Lord answers the 
man by referring to the commandments, the man responds, “Teacher, all these things I have kept 
from the youth.”—Mark 10:20.  Yet the rich man lacks one thing.  He lacks what the First 
Commandment requires.  He lacks “the fear, love and trust in God above all things.”  How so? 
Our Lord’s words to this man, “Go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me,” are more than his false god can bear.  So he goes away 
in great sadness “for he had great possessions.” –Mark 10:22.   
 

 From these texts, we can see that in reality there are no atheists, only idolaters and 
worshippers of false gods.  And false gods always lie.  They promise pleasure but give pain.  The 
offer heaven but deliver hell.  They cannot give eternal life.  They wear out their worshippers and 
ultimately damn their devotees.  There is only room for one God per life. 
 

 In a real sense, the remaining 9 commandments are simply explanations or commentaries 
on the 1st Commandment.  They all go back to 1.  Luther: “Where the heart is right with God and 
this commandment is kept, fulfillment of all the others will follow on its own accord.”—LC 1:48.  
The opposite is also true: if you break any commandment, you’ve broken the 1st commandment.  
How so? If I steal (7th commandment) or covet (9th & 10th commandments) I am saying to God that 
He has not provided me with what I feel I need or deserve, so I will take for myself, thereby 
putting myself in God’s place as my provider.  If I commit adultery (6th commandment) I am 
saying that God has not provided me with the spouse I feel I need or deserve, so I will take matters 
into my own hands and take God’s place.  They all go back to 1. 
 

And so we also rejoice in the One Lord Jesus Christ, who kept the first and thereby all other 
commandments perfectly.  What’s more, He also died in our place for not keeping God’s 
commands.  By His great grace, we too are saved.   To the one Lord Jesus Christ be all glory 
forever and ever.      
 

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland    
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF  /  JR-LYF 
    Grades 9-12                                 Grades 6-8 
Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                Grades 1-5 

ALL-YOUTH POOL PARTY 
Friday, August 5         5:30-8:00 PM 

 

All youth are invited to swim and play together on Friday, 
August 5, anytime after 5:30 PM, at the Tiffany Springs 
Aquatic Center.  Our “party” is being held during a regular 
session…it is NOT a private party, but an open swim time.  
Feel free to bring a friend or two!  Each person who attends 
will need to pay for their own admission.   
     

Admission Prices are less expensive after 5:00 PM! 

 

SR-LYF  
Grades 9-12 

RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL 
Sunday, September 18       noon-5:00 PM 

 

Our first LYF outing for the 2016-2017 calendar of 
youth activities will take place on Sunday, Sept. 18 at 
the Renaissance Festival in Bonner Springs, KS. Bring 
enough money for lunch (Smoked Turkey Leg?) and 
Deacon will take care of the rest. We will leave from 
church as soon as the second service is over, and we 
will return to church by 5:00 PM. Please sign-up so 
that Deacon knows who to be looking for! 
 

 

WEEKDAY SCHOOL 

August 21  6:00-6:30 PM            Orientation Night* 
August 24  4:30-6:30 PM            First Day of Classes 

 

*Be sure to attend this Sunday evening orientation.  
The Memory Work curriculum will be shared, which 

will begin on the very first day of classes.  

 

2017 SERVANT EVENT 

 

YOUTH / PARENT 

INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING 
Sunday, October 2              11:50 AM 

Sign-up will begin soon for the 2017 LCMS Servant 
Event at Lutheran Valley Retreat (LVR) near Woodland 
Park, Colorado. Dates for this once-every-three-year-
event are likely to be June 8-16, 2017.  Our group will 
leave from church at 6:00 am on Thursday, June 8 and 
return at 11:00 pm on Friday, June 16.  
 

The service we will be performing will include 
maintaining the camp’s property and grounds.  In 
2014 when we attended LVR we worked at fire 
mitigation projects.  We may be doing more of that 
too!  The Servant Event will begin with side trips and 
activities in northern New Mexico and south-central 
Colorado, using Taos and Colorado Springs as our base 
cities.  A visit to Capulin Volcano, spending time at the 
Taos Pueblo, white-water rafting the Rio Grande River, 
and visiting the Great Sand Dunes National Park and 
various Colorado Springs sites will all be included in 
this experience.   
 

Immediately following the late service on Sunday, 
October 2, parents and youth are asked to stay for a 
20-30 minute informational meeting. This meeting 
will be held in the Ephphatha Room.  Approximate 
costs and a working itinerary will be available for 
inspection at this meeting.  It will be very important 
that commitments and $100.00 deposits toward 
attending this summer servant event be made within 
two weeks after the informational meeting so that 
proper planning can immediately commence. Contact 
Deacon for additional information.   
 
 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions Communicant: 

Karen Siegel, transfer from Zion Lutheran St. Charles 

Rachel Siegel, transfer from Zion Lutheran St. Charles 
 

Deletions: 

Chuck and Chrissy Heiss, transfer to Zion Lutheran  Seymour, IN 

 

 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) didn’t meet 

in July because of VBS.  In August, on the 16
th
 at 

Noon, they will meet at Olive Garden on Barry 

Road.  September will be at Outback.  It’s a fun 

time of food and fellowship.  Join them if you 

have a chance!  If you have any questions, please 

contact Lynda Reinert. 

OASIS will be heading to the T-Bones game on 

August 19
th
.  It will be a fun time out at the ball 

field!  For more information, contact Shane 

Rogers. 

 

 

 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Lowell Smith and Herb Steffens for their work over the summer down in 
the Pre-K.  There was a lot of painting and moving that went on down there. 
Orchids to Jacob Arnold for helping move boxes and shelves in the Pre-K this summer. 

Orchids to Paul Naher who helped in the possible acquisition of a new mower for the church. 
Orchids to Deacon, Kristina Fredde, and Mary Buchholz, who all went above and beyond in the 
transition period in Pre-K.  Thank you for your time and dedication to our school! 
Orchids to Mark Buchholz, for assembling toys in the Pre-K and rearranging cabinets and furniture. 
Orchids to Tarryn, Kendyll, & Kristina Fredde, Jan Sittig, Morgan Smith, Mary Buchholz, Leslie 
Gilbert, Geri Hay, April Heslinga, Meghan Church, Erika Lutgen, and Landen & Garret Julson for 
their volunteer work (moving furniture, sorting lesson plans, etc.) for Pre-K over the summer.  

 
 
 



OROMO LUTHERAN UPDATE 
The Oromo Lutherans continue to meet regularly on Sundays at noon 
for worship in our Ephphatha room.  Here are some recent updates:  

 Through the summer, an average of 7 Oromo children have 
joined in Sunday school at Christ Lutheran. 

 Of the 90+ enrolled for Vacation Bible School 9 were Oromo 
children 

 We continue to 
encourage enrollment 
for Oromo children for 
both Christ Lutheran 
Pre-Kindergarten and Weekday School for the 
2016/17 school year. 

 Since July, grant money from the Missouri district 
arrives monthly to be used for the Oromo 

congregation and her pastor Abdi Megersa.     
Pray for God’s continued blessing of faithfulness for 
our Oromo Lutherans! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Our Barnyard Roundup Vacation Bible School is over, but 

we would like to say a big thank you to all who helped in 

any way – through donations, prayers, offerings, and 

volunteering.  Our VBS wouldn’t work without all the 

help!  Thanks to the following who “gathered together” 

and worked the week of Vacation Bible School: Margie 

Oswald, Kathleen Williams, Vonnie Niederwimmer Kristina Fredde, Taryn 

Fredde, Nancy Ruud, Avery Rothert, Morgan Smith, Kristy Rothert, Amy 

Boynton, Forrest Boynton, Teddi Pietsch, Brandon Cuda, Janessa Almstedt, 

Andrea Arnold, Pr. Froiland, Pr. Arnold, Deacon, Sue Eberth, Honor Foutch, 

Zaneta Scott, Amy Eberth, Carolyn Enyeart, Greta Jones, Carol Houghtlin, 

Edna Oswald, Kirk Henry, Connor Henry, Julia Almstedt, Carla Jones, Ben 

Arnold, Lema Easley, Kaitlyn Smith, Leslie Gilbert, Kelly Henry, Eunice 

Rodriguez.  Thank you and God’s blessings!  



Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

The Fading of the Fireflies 

In the days of my youth while growing up on the farm I can remember doing one of two activities on 

summer nights, playing softball in the backyard and catching those tiny insects we called lightning bugs.   

Once those bugs rested in the palm of my hand, I was fascinated by the blinking yellow glow permeating the 

darkness.  Lightning bugs, or fireflies, were scattered all over the yard, and they provided endless 

entertainment for us. 

A few years ago I read an article about the disappearance of these little creatures from our environment.  

It isn’t because of the countless jars of fireflies that were brought into the house to provide “light” in a 

child’s room and left in the jar too long.  The two factors resulting in their disappearance are the destruction 

of their habitat for development and light pollution.   

As the human population increases, the need to build additional housing and commercial developments 

results in destroying their habitats in forests and fields.  We are also diligent in our effort to control the 

mosquito population by eliminating standing water and increasing the use of pesticides, not realizing that the 

side effect is the destruction of their natural prey and also the firefly larvae, which also is found in the 

standing water.       

Streetlights, illuminated store signs, car lights and house lights which brighten the night sky negatively 

impact the communication capability of fireflies.   Male and female fireflies flash their abdomen lights to 

communicate with each other as they attract mates, defend their territory, and warn off predators.  As our 

nights become increasingly lighter, their ability to communicate with each other becomes harder because the 

artificial light dims the signal! 

The struggles the fireflies are facing are parallel to the Christian churches’ struggle with the trappings of 

this world.  Whereas at one time the church had a voice that was recognized as it made a stand on moral and 

ethical issues, the world no longer looks to the church for guidance and direction.   The voice is being 

destructed by the noise of the world.  The light it once radiated has been dimmed by a world attitude that 

Christian talk, ethics, or signs can no longer enter in a work place without repercussions.   

As God works through each of us, His church will continue to thrive.  However if one chooses to dim the 

light of Christ and instead radiate an artificial light in order to appear to “fit in” with society, not only will 

their faith life suffer, but also the entire church body as a whole will be impacted.    

Since creation, fireflies have radiated a shimmer of light in the night sky and the love of Christ has shined 

in the hearts of the members of His invisible church.  The extinction of fireflies would be a loss to future 

generations.  The loss of one individual to the distractions of the world would be an even greater loss of 

eternal significance.   This is the reason why Christ Lutheran has continually supported the preschool 

ministry, for you recognize the value of sharing the love of our Savior to the 122 children and their families 

this coming school year.  Your continued prayers, financial support, and the countless volunteer hours are 

just a few examples of your desire to keep the light of Jesus flaming brightly for future generations.   

Please join me in prayer that God will bless the teaching staff members (Mary Buchholz, Samantha 

Abernathy, Kristina Fredde, Megan Homan, and Karla Kemerling) and the little ones entrusted in their care.  

May God reveal Himself in mighty ways throughout this year and enable us to be an example of His love, 

boldly radiating His light as we to share the great news of our Savior, the Light of the World. 

Blessings,  

Jane Limback  

Director  

  

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 816-741-8031   FAX  816-741-0455    

christpk@christlc.com; https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten; www.christlc.net 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten
http://www.christlc.net/


We get letters…… 
 

To the congregation of Christ Lutheran Church, 

I want to personally thank you for everything you do in service to our Lord and 

through your partnership with the Blessings Program at Hillcrest Platte County.  

Since the program began, we have stopped 51 evictions.  I look forward to what 

the Lord is going to do through our partnership in the months that lie ahead.  

May God bless Christ Lutheran Church for service to our Lord.   

Soli Deo Gloria, David Johnson, Blessings Program Director 

 

*************************************************************************** 

Handbell Choir 
The handbell choir will soon begin practices again. The choir will participate in worship 

services from September 2016 through May 2017.  We will rehearse on an 

evening during the week. The day of the week and time for ongoing 

practices will be decided by choir members. We are looking for new 

members who are high school or adult age to join the choir. While the 

ability to read music is advantageous, it is not required. If you have an 

interest in joining the choir or have questions, please call Tanya Cvetan 

at 816-741-0301 or email her at tcv322@gmail.com. 

 

August Acolytes 
    8:00am     10:45am  
 

August    Thomas Henrichs, Chadron Cummins Joey Ferguson, Matthew Knopp 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 
Daniel Brinkmeyer 10:45am  
Nathan Cox substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Chadron Cummins  8am  
Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
 
 

 
Connor Henry 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am  
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am  

 
Friendship Sunday—August 28th & 31st  
Sunday, August 28th (8:00am and 10:45am) and 
Wednesday, August 31st (7pm) will be our Friendship 
services at Christ Lutheran.  Please invite a friend, 
neighbor, or family member with you to church on 
that day.   
 

tel:816-741-0301
mailto:tcv322@gmail.com


Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
 

Colossians 1:10 set as the theme for 2016-2017 
This verse can be broken into four parts: “First, walk in a manner worthy of the Lord. 
This shouldn’t be complicated. We seem to forget, for some reason, that we are not being 
asked to do something we have not been empowered to do. In other words: We can live 
a life worthy of the Lord! We are expected to continue living, but now the manner in 
which we are living is different. It used to not matter if we lived a life that was worthy of 
the Lord; we used to have no power to do so. But now things are different: Now we 
should because we can. We don’t quit living once we find ourselves in Christ. There’s a lot of living to be 
done and those in Christ must do so in a way that is worthy of the Lord. 
Second, we are to please him in every way. Pleasing. Not only are we living, but we are to be pleasing him 
also. Here is what Jesus said concerning this: “By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my 
judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me” (John 5:30). Jesus’ ambition, his goal, 
was to please the Father who sent Him. I think what this means is that Jesus would never do any such thing 
that might not please the Father. This means he was perfectly fair, just, and reasonable. It meant that Jesus 
did not seek to go about satisfying his own ambition or desire, but only that of God. So he expects us, too, 
to reflect God’s character too in all that we do. It means the often difficult and terrible work of self-denial. 
It means that disturbing work of not pleasing the self. It means the complicated work of learning when it is 
appropriate to do so. 
Third, we are to be bearing fruit. The New and Old Testaments are filled with this idea that a good tree will 
bear good fruit and a bad tree bad fruit. It is also consistent that fruit will be born in some way, and that by 
our fruit we will be identifiable. The Fruit we bear is a strong indication of our identity and to whom we 
belong.” (Taken from “A Life that Pleases God!” – wordpress.com.) 
Finally, we are to increase in knowledge. As a Lutheran Christian school that is our number one purpose – 
to enable our students to grow in the knowledge of Christ every day, in every classroom, integrating him 
into every subject. That is, after all, our goal – to prepare these young lives for today, tomorrow, and 
eternity. 
Our prayer is that our students and families continue to walk worthy, please God, bear fruit, and increase in 
knowledge throughout the 2016-2017 school year and beyond. 

 

*********************************************** 

Martin Luther Academy 

Enrollment for the 2016/2017 school year is now open for all 
grades.  Please contact Lisa Martens for more information 
(816) 734-1060 or cell (816) 217-6199. 

Save the date: 
August 11: Back to School Night (K-8) 6:00pm 
August 17: First day of school 
Work Days: August 6 & 13 – both starting at 8:30am 
 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:  Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 
Noon. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lhskc.com/


 

 
 

8/1 Gregg Harrison 

 Philip Daley 

 Rob Henrichs 

8/2 Rick Trumble 

 Jason Hester 

 Lydia Froiland 

8/3 John Sager 

 Kacie Ferguson 

8/4 Rick Lietzau 

8/5 Jim Burnside 

 Lisa Van Winkle 

 Greyson Hulber 

 Robert Ayres 

8/6 John Henrichs 

 Patsy Saving 

 Anne Newhouse 

 Collin Henry 

8/7 Julie Ketelsen 

 Bruce Cummins 

 Tyler Pride 

8/8 Bob Manlove 

 Roger Lewis 

 Sarah March 

 Meredith Darlington 

8/9 Rachel Kraft 

 Piper Dorsey 

 

8/10 MaryJane Molenkamp 

 Robert Gallant 

 Lema Easley 

 Dominic Montalvo 

8/11 Andrea Both 

         Melvadean Richardson 

 Jim Keller 

 John Keller 

 Joshua Buchholz 

 Gage Messbarger 

8/12 Donald Musil 

 Shannon Stark 

 Jackson Foutch 

8/13 Tyler Van Winkle 

8/14 John Groth 

 Joe Yulich 

 Kristin Bourland 

8/17 Pamela Brown 

 Beth Koren 

 Cooper Oathout 

8/18 Nicholas Greenhagen 

 Tristin Chandler 

8/19 Verna Cox 

 Michael Barker 

 Madeline Ramos 

 Gabbie Sinnett 

 

8/21 Mark Sandridge 

 Marie Gehrke 

8/22 D Cox 

 Diana Pence 

 Joy Patrick 

 Phoebe Fera 

8/23 Pastor Arnold 

 Lauren Obie 

8/24 Jodi Oathout 

 Carla Jones 

 Joshua Keller 

8/25 Cynthia Smith 

 Michelle Szabados 

 Paislee Overstreet 

8/26 Lavonne Dietrich 

 Brian Hopkins 

8/27 Matthew Hall 

8/28 Kelly Bayless 

8/29 William Hudnall 

 Kelly Henry 

 Amara Ruhnke 

 Joshia Aguilar 

8/30 Larry Scroggins 

8/31 Wilma Chandler 

 Paula Graham 

 Charles Clark 

 Brayden Basch
******************************************************************* 

 

Would you like to be included on the email list that we 

have in the church office used for the occasional 

reminder or announcement?  These emails come directly 

from the church office, and your address isn’t shared 

with anyone else.  A lot of people really like to get these 

emails (and they aren’t sent very frequently).  If you’d 

like to be included (or need your email updated), please 

contact the church office with the email address you’d 

like used.  Call 816-741-0483 or email 

christlc@christlc.com.  

mailto:christlc@christlc.com


 

October of 2017 MILESTONE Anniversaries 
+ Christ Lutheran – 60 Years + 

+ The Reformation – 500 Years + 
In October of 2017, we will celebrate two HUGE anniversaries 
for all Lutherans and, in particular, those who confess this 
faith at Christ Lutheran Church.  500 years ago at that time 
Luther nailed the 95 theses to the door of the Wittenberg 
Castle Church, thus setting in motion the beginning of the 
return to the pure confession of the Gospel, that all might 
receive the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation by GRACE 
ALONE, FAITH ALONE, and SCRIPTURE ALONE, apart 
from any works of the law—a teaching that had been greatly 
obscured in the church.  The Reformation is a heritage in 
which we all most heartily rejoice! So 60 years ago devout and 
faithful men and women, steadfast in this confession in Platte 
County had the YEARNING and FERVANT desire to express 
these truths for the benefit of themselves and those around 
them.  This faithful band gathered together and formed Christ 
Lutheran Church in Platte Woods, MO, which still preaches 
the pure Gospel to all who would hear it today!      
As gracious receivers of an inheritance so great in Doctrine 
and Truth from our Reformation forefathers … As grateful 
recipients of our parish heritage at Christ Lutheran Church, 
love NECESSITATES our giving to our church in need … 
Accomplished and completed past projects such as: 

 A new flat roof – est. $70,000  

 Tuck-pointing the entire exterior of the church -- 

$47,404  

 Church parking lot -- $51,791  

 New windows at the 72nd Street parsonage as well as 

the Camden Ave. house -- $19,559  

 Carpet at the Camden Ave. house and the Maple Ln. 

house – $8,884   

And future projects yet to be done:  

 Resolve drainage issues on East side of the church 

 Various flooring, ceiling and finish repairs throughout the church   

 Various HVAC units at both the church and houses  

 Other smaller projects to update the Pre-K and other areas downstairs   

have left us in a significant amount of debt.  So we continue to promote our parish’s capital campaign 
in recognition of our 2 ANNIVERSARIES in 2017.  We have a total goal of $250,000 by the end of next 
year.  In gratefulness to the Reformation … in thanksgiving for Christ Lutheran Parish … Won’t you 
give to this most noble cause? Please consider doing so by using the anniversary envelope available 
in the Ephphatha Room.  The chart here shows our current progress.   

 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 2 Cor. 9:15 
 

“Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift” (2 Cor. 9:15)! This is St. Paul’s exclamation upon 
hearing the Corinthian church’s response to the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and his 
request for support for the Church in Jerusalem. The Christians in Corinth heard and received 
God’s mercy in Christ, and they responded to St. Paul’s call to support Christians in Jerusalem with 
a collection. The Corinthian’s joy filled Jerusalem’s need.  
 

This is the reality of stewardship. Because of God’s generosity in the giving of His Son to die on 
the cross for us, we are to be generous with all that we receive from Him. What do we receive? 
Everything. All that we are and all that we have is the Lord’s. He is the creator and the giver. We 
are His creatures and those who receive what He gives.  
 

It sounds easy. And it is. Stewardship is easy because it’s God’s work. Through what God gives, 
we give to others. Through what God gives, we support the work of the church for the life of 
the world. He gives; we receive. And like our generous Father in Heaven, we, as His children, use 
what He gives to us to love and serve others.  
 

It sounds easy. But then again it isn’t. Stewardship is also difficult. That’s because it goes 
against our natural inclination to think that what we have is ours to do with what we want. 
This is our sinful nature. It is our selfishness and our greed. How can we who have been given 
everything—life, food, clothing, house, home, forgiveness, divine sonship, an eternal inheritance—
be so stingy with what we give to the church, the place where we hear about and receive all that 
God gives us and does for us? We are all guilty of this kind of thinking. And the only godly 
response is to repent and trust in the Gospel.  
 

For if God has given you His own Son, will He not give you all things? Yes. He will. This is 
His sure and certain promise. God provides for His people. He provides everything we need for 
this body and life and for the life to come.  
 

The church is a mercy place. It’s a place where God’s mercy in the death and resurrection of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, is given and received. For we who believe in Christ, it means forgiveness, life, 
and salvation in the face of sin, death, and the power of the devil. Here in the church we inhale 
God’s mercy in Word and Sacrament, and exhale this same mercy in love and service to our 
neighbor. And that is an enduring, joyful thing to do. Our joy fills our neighbor’s need because 
His joy filled ours (Heb. 12:2). Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift! 

 

*********************************************** 
Change in status?  Do you have any changes that have happened recently or will happen soon of 

which your church should be aware?  This might include graduation from high 

school (in which case we need your college address) or from college (in which 

case we need to remove you from our college list). Maybe your child will be 

starting kindergarten in the fall. We need to get that info into the system so you 

receive info regarding weekday school and other activities.   Have you stopped 

using your home phone and just use your cell phone now?  Do you notice that 

your birthday/baptismal birthday/anniversary isn’t included on any lists?  That 

probably means the church doesn’t have this information.  If you notice any error 

or omissions, or if you have had any changes of which we should be 

aware, please contact the church office so we can make 

corrections/additions.  We really want to have all our information 

correct – please help us with in that regard.  Thank you!  
 



Are you a “Facebook” user?  If so, “Like” us on Facebook – Christ Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod.  There is quite a bit of information on our profile, and 
some fun pictures of events from different happenings here at Christ Lutheran.  
Invite you friends to “like” our page, and more people can see it and get more 
information about our church.  

 
 

 

***************************************************************************************** 

 

Lost and found.  Please check the lost and 
found and get those things that belong to 

you.  We have quite a few coats that were left 

– they are hanging on the rack by the furnace 

room.  Please check the next time you are at 
church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekday School Update! 
The beginning of the school year is fast approaching, and 

with that the beginning of Weekday School for the 2016-

2017 school year.  Here are some dates to keep in mind: 

Weekday School Orientation/Parent Meeting:   
 Sunday, August 21

st
   6PM 

First day of Weekday School:   

 Wednesday, August 24
th

 4:30 – 6:30PM 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

2 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm - Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 
7pm - Elders 

3 

7pm - Midweek Service - LS  
4 5 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
5:30pm – All 
Youth Pool 
Party 

6 

7 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship & Blood Pressure 
Testing  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship  

8 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

9 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

10 

7pm - Midweek Service  
11 12 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Acolyte/Elders 
T-Bone Game 

13 

3pm – 
McCardie/Healy 
Wedding 

14    

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service   
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm - Callers for Christ 

15 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

16 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
Noon – CLLG to 
Olive Garden 

17 

7pm - Midweek Service - LS  
18 

7pm - Board 
of Directors 

19 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon – S.S. 
Deadline 
7pm – OASIS 
T-Bones Game 

20 

21    

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
3pm - Parkinson Support Meeting  

6pm - Weekday School Orientation 

22 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

23 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

24 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

25 26 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

27 

28   Friendship Sunday 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service   
Noon - Oromo Worship  

29 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

30 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm - Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 

31   Friendship Wednesday 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

      

Christ Lutheran Church – August 2016 
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Acolytes:  8am – Thomas Henrichs 
  10:45am – Joey Ferguson, Matthew Knopp 

 
Head Ushers:   8am – Jim Fredericks  10:45am – Jeff Ferguson 

Ushers:  8am – Troy Fredde, Andrew Spidle 

10:45am – Jim Moore, Paul Naher 
 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Henrichs, K. Smith  10:45am: Watson 

 Wednesdays: 3rd – Henrichs, 10th – L. Smith, 17th – Lewis, 24th – Schach, 31st - Steffens 

 

Greeters:   8am – Lynda Reinert  10:45am – Shawn & Kelli Smith 
 

Counters:  Ron and Terry Knop, Dan Mahnken and Barb Chastain 
  
Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   8/3  Oswald/Schneider     Truetken 

   8/7  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   8/10  Schneider/Vincenti      

   8/14  Degnan/Durham/Moore    Faller 

   8/17  Gehrke/Schneider     Truetken 

   8/21  Duff/Howard/Stavenau     Truetken   
   8/24  Goodwin/Lewis       

   8/28  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

   8/31  Moore       Truetken 
  

 Launder and Steam Cassocks and Acolyte Robes - Keck 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Cottas – Lorfing/Kelly  

 Launder and Steam & Pastors’ Surplices – Lorfing/Kelly       
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