
  

Thomas – He’s Just Like Me 
 

 The 2nd Sunday of Easter, which we celebrate on April 11th this year, is the Sunday we talk about 

the disciple we so dubiously dub “doubting Thomas.” I think that out of all the disciples, I can most 

identify with Thomas. That may sound strange for anyone to admit, especially your pastor. He is the 

“doubting” disciple, after all. Better put, he’s the disbelieving one. And, to us, that sounds even worse. 

Why would I admit that I identify with the disbelieving disciple?  Well, maybe because to me, Thomas, 

who seems to be quite pessimistic about life, reminds me of what fills my heart when troubles arise. 

Maybe this sounds like you as well.  

 I kind of get the idea that Thomas was hanging his head low, not really able to hold a decent 

conversation with anyone because of his grief. Perhaps he was depressed because his teacher and Lord 

was gone and all that he said and was for nothing. Thomas was reacting to the way he was feeling. 

 We have been like that – down in the dumps and denying what is true. “Oh, that can’t be right,” 

we say.  “Oh, I just can’t believe that to be true… I will just have to see it,” we say. We perhaps say such 

things because we simply don’t want to believe it – we are angry, depressed, obstinate, and disagreeable 

and will say the opposite of whatever someone else says to be true – even if it is true. 

 Thomas was absent when Jesus came the first time and told them, “Peace be with you,” and then 

breathed out the Holy Spirit on them. Why?  Because he was obstinate, disagreeable and refused to 

believe. He succeeded in one thing only, and I can certainly relate. He succeeded in keeping himself 

wretchedly miserable in his own unbelief for an entire week. To think that “one of the Twelve” could do 

such a thing as this. 

 Yes, just like me. Perhaps just like you, too? Thomas was human and could succumb to real 

unbelief.  Perhaps the way he was acting was the reason why John here calls him “Didymus” which 

means “Twin.”  Some think that “Twin” refers to his character. He was a man divided – one who 

believes and one who doesn’t. This is probably not the reason why John called him the Twin, but we can 

relate. 

 Have you ever been the Twin – the one who looks like you – but for some reason, you act 

differently than who you are – when something happens? It does not flatter you. You are embarrassed by 

the way you acted. Perhaps you are like me. Now you can see how I can identify with a man like 

Thomas. 

 Like me, perhaps like you, Thomas was hot and cold. He was passionate in a way that would lead 

him to death and passionate about how Jesus was not alive again. Sometimes anger, even depression, 

can cause us to be pessimistic about specific situations in life. We have all been there. We are convinced 

that something will not turn out the way we hope.  It just won’t work out. Why do these things always 

happen to me? 

 Life is rough in these ways. And days amid a global pandemic pour even more fuel on the fire. 

But the life that Jesus lived was for the sake of a life to come where all such things that trouble us will 

do so no more. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. His hands and His side show us what compassion 

taken upon the Lord looks like – compassion for you and your life. And now Jesus says, “Peace.”  He 

says, calm down. In Me is your peace and life and forgiveness. In your ups about your Lord, peace.  In 

your downs about your Lord, peace. May God continue to bless you and keep you in the peace He grants 

amid this Easter Season and beyond. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold   
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Wait for Trumpets Clear 
  

 During our Lent midweek worship last month we sang a hymn based on our 
theme, “Return to the Lord.”  The third and final stanza of this hymn gave a not so 
subtle confession of the resurrection of the dead, “Gather all in number/From both far 
and near/Even those in slumber/Wait for trumpets clear.”  Easter was but a distant 
melody then; now it’s a full-voiced song. 

 The trumpet’s sound is a clear and often used symbol in the Scriptures of the 
resurrection.  “The Son of Man will send out His angels with a loud trumpet call.” 
(Matt. 24:31)  “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
blink of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will rise 
up incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” (1 Cor. 15:51-55) “For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with the voice of an archangel and with the sound of the trumpet 
of God, and the dead who are in Christ will rise first.” (1 Thess. 4:16) 

 The trumpet is the sound of final victory for all God’s people on the Last Day.  It 
gives voice to the resurrection, if such a thing could even be done.  But it’s also been the 
people of God’s war cry throughout the ages.  When the Israelites would advance in 
battle against their enemies, they would sound the trumpets.  Among the most 
memorable of these occasions was the fall of Jericho (Joshua 6).  The people marched 
around the city and the priests blew the trumpets.  The strong city of God’s enemies fell 
down.  Gideon’s army of a mere three hundred surrounded Midianites (Judges 7).  At 
the blast of trumpets, the mighty and manifold Midianite army was destroyed by God’s 
power. 

 In classic philosophy, the cause of an event or happening can be described in 
different ways.  There’s the principal cause, the efficient (also called the secondary or 
organic) cause, the formal cause, and the material cause, among others.  The principal 
cause of the resurrection is God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It seems most 
appropriate that post-reformation theologian Johann Gerhard calls the trumpet call the 
“instrumental cause” of the resurrection of the dead!  

 When I was growing up, Easter was always a memorable time for me.  The smell 
of Easter lilies, the taste of Easter breakfast in the fellowship hall, and of course the 
singing of robust Easter hymnody were the joyous experiences that hailed the 
Resurrection of our Lord.  The organ adorned our singing—that was ordinary, yet 
always delightful.  But on Easter Day, a trumpeter would also accompany our praise.  I 
come to realize now how this was more than just fanfare for an extraordinary event—
but even a confession in itself of the unshakable foundation of Christ’s Resurrection and 
defeat of death for us.  God grant that we may now revel in Easter’s song even as we 
await our blessed eternity with our Lord at the final trumpet call.                        

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 



Deacon’s Page        Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish      April, 2021 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Grade 1 thru Grade 5 students now have the same 
opportunity as Grade 6 and Up students: face-to-face Sunday 
School! 9:30-10:30 AM.  The following lessons can be found 
on our church website each week: 
 

April   4     “The Unwise Wise King” 
Solomon Builds the Temple 

April 11     “The Provided-for Prophet” 
God Provides for Elijah 

April 18     “The Consuming Fire” 
Elijah and the Prophets of Baal 

April 25     “The Whirlwind Ascent” 
Elijah is Taken to Heaven 

 

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten students are not having 
in-person Sunday School yet.  Please continue to monitor 
Sunday bulletins for news when that restart might occur. 

 

JR-LYF      SR-LYF 
               Grades 6-8                            Grades 9-12+ 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Grade 6 and up students meet at 9:15 AM.  Service projects 
and other activities occupy the first 30 minutes and are then 
followed by a study.  For April: 

Words of Strength  
and Promise 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                            Grades 6-8 

EASTER PREPARATIONS 
Saturday, April 3     9:00-10:30 AM 

SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9+) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 6-8)  are 
needed to help prepare the Ephphatha Room for the Easter 
Breakfast, and to prepare eggs for the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt.  

 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                          Grades 6-8 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
Easter Sunday, April 4   7:00-9:00 AM 
--------------------------------------------------- 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Easter Sunday, April 4   10:15 AM 

 

SR-LYF   /   JR-LYF 
              Grades 9-12                                                     Grades 6-8   

LYF FLOAT TRIP 
June 4–6 James River/Branson, MO 

 

Youth entering the 6th Grade this fall (and all other 
youth Grades 7 and up) are invited to participate in our 
CLC-LYF 14th Annual Float Trip – June 4-5-6, 2021.   
 

The James River will be our designated river and 
Branson is where we will take accommodations.  This 
year’s trip will include a visit to the Sight and Sound 
Theater to see “JESUS” as long as tickets are available – 
thus the need for a strict sign-up deadline.   
 

An itinerary, detailing all of the other activities we hope 
to enjoy, and other important details (cost, meals not 
included, etc.) are attached to the sign-up poster inside 
the Fellowship Commons.  SIGN UP NO LATER THAN 
EASTER SUNDAY! 
 

 



 

 
 
 

4/1 Justin Brewer 

4/2 Emily Clark 

 Cora Longnecker 

4/3 Brad Pfleiderer 

 Isabella Ticer 

 Tracy Cvetan 

 Caden DeLay 

4/4 Breanne Jones 

 Lane Dorsey 

 Jate Khampira 

4/5 Sandra Egge 

 Debra Sanson 

4/6 Diana Trumble 

4/7 Kevin Smith 

 Rachel Almstedt 

4/8 Warren Lance 

 Joseph Winfrey 

4/9 Mary Willhauck 

 Myron Schelp 

 Kaitlyn Smith 

4/10 Thomas Henrichs 

4/11 Emily Sharp 

4/12 Grant Sedlak 

4/14 Eric Baker 

 Craig Van Vickle 

 Lauren Keller 

 Malachi Sperl 

 Emma McCollum 

4/16 Johnathon Knopp 

 Forrest Boynton 

4/17 Kimberly Newby 

4/18 Dalene Odegaard 

 Levi Hilligas 

4/19 Brian Van Vickle 

 Andrea Arnold 

 Hunter Chrisman 

 Elliot Chrisman 

 Jordan Trager 

4/20 Lance Odegaard 

 

4/21 Rosie Wilson 

4/22 Rachel Levetzow 

4/23 Lowell Smith 

 Michael Kuhn 

4/24 Roy Cozad 

 Andrew Basch 

4/26  Jason Rea 

 Grayson Spidle 

 John Newby 

4/27 Marti Harrison 

 Kevin Cox 

 Mariah Pride 

4/28 Marlene Evans 

 Melanie Smith 

4/29 Kristina Fredde 

 Joshua Clark 

4/30 Basil Porter 

 Iluysha Selivaniuk 

 Janessa Hackworth

 

 

******************************************** 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
Jim Moore 

January 5, 1945 – February 22, 2021 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Discipleship Data 
 

Accessions Baptized: 

Hollie Ann Sinnett, daughter of Gabbie & Zach Sinnett, January 31, 2021  

Jackson Phillip Kennison, son of Katelyn and Brian Kennison, February 28, 2021 
 

Accessions Communicant: 

Norma Flenker, transfer from Peace Lutheran, Camdenton, MO 

Gerry and Jerry Jensen, transfer from Our Redeemer Lutheran, Kansas City, MO 
 

Deletions: 

Jennifer Rowe – transfer to the Church Triumphant, January 15, 2021 

Rob Henrichs – transfer to Our Savior Lutheran, KC, KS 

Darlene Clark – removed at own request 

Jim Moore – transfer to the Church Triumphant, February 22, 2021 
 

New address: 

Tim Oetting - Dist. 3    Shirley and Bob Manlove - Dist. 6 

7859 NW Roanridge Rd. Apt. 1   2901 NE 72nd St. #137 

KC, MO 64151     Gladstone, MO  64119 
 

Kayla Kelly      Richard Weimer - Dist. 5 

21372 Brookhurst St.  Unit 233   9101 N. Ambassador Dr.  Apt. 1106 

Huntington Beach, CA 92646   KC, MO  64154 
 

Roberta Musil 

8300 NW Barry Rd. #204 

KC, MO 64153 

816-584-3243 
 

New number: 

Hal Sinclair – 816-587-1916 

Pfleiderer – no home phone; Shelly cell – 816-522-8184, Brad cell – 816-686-4332 

Susan Moore no home phone; cell - 816-582-0468  

 

April Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

April   Gus Jones     Alex Smith 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Luke Waller  10:45am 741-5087

 



We welcome Pastor Abdi Megerssa Selbana as Christ Lutheran’s Assistant Pastor to the Oromo Mission.  

Pr. Abdi was installed on Sunday, March 28th at a special afternoon service.  Pastor Arnold preached and 

President Hagan installed Pastor Abdi. The Oromo choir sang, and after the service the Oromo 

congregation hosted a reception. We are so happy to have Pastor Abdi here and warmly welcome him and 

his family!!  May God continue to shower His blessings upon them.  Here is a short biography of Pr. Abid: 

 My name is Abdi Megersa Salbana. I was born in a rural area called Adia in Wollega Ethiopia from my 

father, Megersa Salbana, and my mother, Desatu Terfa, in November 30, 1966. My father had two wives and I was 

the 24th child out of 25. As my father was not an evangelical Christian at the time, he became polygamous because it 

was a tradition to have more wives among the commnity where I was born. Since my father was a farmer, I tended 

cattle and helped my parents with farming before I was sent to school. 

 My parents became members to the evangelical church (Lutheran) before I was born. Then I wa baptized in 

the Dalo Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus on February 2, 1967. During my childhood, I was nurtured with the 

Word of God attending the Sunday school at my church. When my age reached for school, I first joined Dalo 

Mekane Yesus Elementary School and studied up to grade six. Then, I studied secondary school from grade seven to 

eight at Meskerem Two School, which was a public school in our area. Finally, I joined high school to Nekemte 

Comprehensive High School where I studied from grade nine to twelve. As I grew in the Christian faith, I started to 

serve in my congregation voluntarily starting from 1983. Later, after I received short theological courses my 

congregation ordained me as an evangelist in 1986. 

 I got a call from the Central Synod in 1993 after I served in my congregation as an evangelist for ten years, 

and worked in the synod for three years traveling and preaching all different places under the synod’s outreach 

section. After I finished my service term in the synod, the Entoto Mekane Yesus Congregation in Addis Ababa 

employed me as an evangelist. While I was working in the congregation, I got another call from the Central Ethiopia 

Synod to serve in the synod’s outreach section. During my service in the synod, I travelled to different areas to 

preach the Gospel where many people converted to Christianity. My ministry was very fruitful, and I was able to 

plant many churches in the area where the synod serves. Besides serving in the synod, I joined Makane Yesus 

Seminary in 2004 to equip myself with more theological education. After four years of my studies, I graduated with 

Bachelor of Theology in 2004 and continued serving in the synod’s office as the coordinator of the outreach section. 

 After long years of service, I received ordination in 2018 at the Dalo congregation, in the congregation where 

I was baptized and started serving God. After a while, I got a call from Kansas City Oromo Congregation to serve 

them as a pastor. Now, I am serving this congregation and I thank God for His guidance and care to my life so far. I 

am married to my wife Feben Etana on May 11, 1996 in Addis Ababa at Entoto Congregation and have two children, 

our son Nafsis and daughter Bissi. 

********************************************************************** 

Greetings from Christ Lutheran Preschool! 
This time of year always brings the question, “Why do we celebrate Easter”?  The 
most common answer from our preschoolers is so the Easter bunny can visit.  
However, as adults, we know the true blessing of Easter and 
we share that in all of our classrooms.   
As we share the Easter story through our Bible stories, it 
always amazing to see the reactions of the children when they 
begin to understand the real meaning of Easter. 
Our Bible stories this month are Easter Morning, On The Road At Easter, 
Jesus’ Ascension, and Blessed at Pentecost.  
Upcoming Events: 
April 5th – No School, Easter Monday;  April 6th – Papa John’s Fundraiser 
April 12th – 16th – First annual Walk-A-Thon Pre-K Fundraiser 
April 14th – Spring & Graduation Picture Day 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to John Henrichs, Russell Hollander, Phil Daley, Joe Graham, Shawn Smith, 
Roger Lewis, Tom Watson, Jerry Pietsch, Larry Scroggins, and Jeff Ferguson for your 
dedicated service in serving your Lord in February as an elder.  

Orchids to DJ Dammann, Bob Keller, Mike Kelly, and Matt Wittmaier for your dedicated service in serving 
your Lord in February as an usher.  
Orchids to Karen Daugherty for her generous and tireless work on the church grounds. She has provided and 
the new landscaping we see around the south and west part of the church. She also has been hard at work 
maintaining the existing plantings as well.  Thank you, Karen. We can’t wait to see it in full bloom. 
Orchids to Dan Jones for removing the fencing on the playground so that two trees can be removed. He did 
part of this work right in the middle of a rain storm.  Thank you for your dedication, Dan. 
Orchids to Lowell Smith who continues to keep our computers up and running. He spend a considerable 
amount of time on one of the pre-k computers this past month. Thank you for keeping us connected to the 
world wide web, Lowell. 
Orchids to all those who made it possible to move back to the Ephphatha room for Bible study. To Matt and 
Amiee Wittmaier for the donuts; to Becki Graham for livestreaming from her phone; to all of you who have 
returned to Bible study.  Thank you. 
Orchids to our Snow crews who worked hard for a stretch making sure our sidewalks are clean and safe. 
Let’s hope you are finished for the season. 
Orchids to Sandy Sperl and all our coffee makers. We are so happy to have coffee during Bible study again. 
Orchids to Susan Moore, Janet Duff, Marilyn Steffens, and Lema Easley for all the help and assistance they 
gave to Julie Lorfing during her recent medical procedures. The help getting to and from appointments, and 
every other assistance is greatly appreciated! 
Orchids to Dan Jones, Greg Nowlin, Emily Sharp, Carl Sharp, Adam Rossbach, Aaron Brown, Jeff Cox, 
Delaney Cox, Corrie Cox, Mike Partington, Tara Rogers, Sue Daley, Rick Birch, Joseph Froiland, and Lydia 
Froiland for all of your help cleaning up the playground and inside Pre-K. 
Orchids to Cristal Iman, Justice Allen, Geri Hay, Haley Perrin, and Marissa Franklin for your dedication to 
making sure the church pews are wiped down every Thursday after Pre-K chapel. 
Onions to those who use dish-cloths and towels but don’t take them home to launder them. 
Orchids to the following who worked inside on our spring work day: Duane Leimkuehler, Margie Oswald, 
Jan Sittig, Judy, Howard, and Douglas Gibson, Jan Faller, Shirley Howard, Gerry Jensen, Marti Harrison, 
Jackie Lewis, Amy Noelker, Janet Duff, Marilyn Steffens, Margie Oswald, Sue Eberth, Pastor Arnold, 
Pastor Froiland, Joseph, and Lydia, and Rick Birch.   

 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church Family, 

You all are truly my family.  I have been surrounded by so much love during 

Jim's passing that I am very humbled.  I want to thank everyone for all of your 

prayers, thoughts, memorial gifts, phone calls, and many, many wonderful 

encouraging condolence cards.  Your words and kindness will always be treasured and will 

help me through the next several weeks. Blessings to each of you!! Susan Moore 
 

I wish to express my gratitude for the prayers, cards and telephone calls of 

encouragement, strength, faith and well wishes. 

It’s comforting to know Christ Lutheran’s Parish family is so demonstrative in expression 

and offering assistance if needed.  It means so-o much!   Blessings to all, Pat Toillion 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 

 

Meeting Called to Order:  7:00 pm.   Opening Prayer:  Rick Birch Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o None 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Jackson Phillip Kennison, son of Katelyn and Brian Kennison, February 28, 2021 

c) Deletions: 

o Jim Moore - transfer to the Church Triumphant, February 22, 2021  

 Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/Thomas carried. 
 

Minutes:  
A motion by Hollander/Thomas to approve the minutes from February 2021 carried. 

 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) The Study for this month – “Where in the World is God?” – Tribulation and Healing 

b) Adult Bible Study is taking place in the Ephphatha room once again. Do join us for coffee and donuts 

after 8 a.m. Service. Bible Study begins at 9:30 a.m.  So does our in-person Sunday School. 

c) We are still signing up for Church – 90 max for the time being. It’s possible this could change a little 

next month. We still want to promote social distancing and the use of masks. Communion Distribution 

will be conducting in the continuous fashion it is right now, again, for the time being. Please direct 

yourself and others to the website if you have any questions.  We keep it updated and have all our 

COVID protocol changes posted. 

d) Midweek Lenten Services continue – 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. The theme is “Return to the Lord.” Lenten 

meal before the 7p.m. Services.  All bible studies and Weekday School continue in person. Holy Week 

Schedule: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil at 7 p.m.  Easter Sunday – 6 a.m., 8 a.m., 10:45 

a.m.  Easter breakfast Served. 

e) The Adult Information Class began this past Monday. We continue on Monday nights at 7 p.m. Please 

come and bring a friend.  All are invited. 

f) Installation of Pastor Abdi as Christ Lutheran’s Assistant Pastor to the Oromo Mission – March 28th at 

2 p.m.  President Hagan will be present to do the installation.  The installation will be in our sanctuary. 

The ladies of the Oromo congregation are hosting an informal reception after the Installation. 

g) Next month – Centralized Committee Meetings – April 11th @ 7 P.M. 

h) Reminder, we will have a few transfers of membership into our congregation from time to time.  I do 

encourage you to get these new members involved.  They usually indicate to me their willingness to 

serve.  It’s much easier to volunteer when asked about something specific. 

i) Do keep in mind articles and updates to the congregation for The Shepherd’s Staff.  It’s beneficial for 

the Parish-family to see what your committee is doing.  The Shepherd’s Staff deadline is tomorrow.  

However, there will still be time to get something in before it is collated at the end of this month. 

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) I have sent the “intent to apply” notice to the MO District for the 2021-22 missions grant.  I am in the 

process of compiling the materials and information for the application which is due next month.  The 

purpose of this grant is to help fund our work with our Oromo congregation.  Our parish has been 

awarded this grant for the last 5 years.  

b) Spring work day/clean-up will be Saturday (8am-noon).  There are always many projects around the 

church that need assistance—please come out and lend a hand. 

c) During the pastoral vacancy at Holy Cross I have been assisting with some of the pastoral needs 

(homebound visits, emergency visits, church meetings, and occasional preaching).  One of those 

preaching occasions will be Maundy Thursday in Holy Week.    

 



Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday School lessons for children in PK through Grade 5 are still being provided via the church 

website.   

b) Students in Grades 6-12+ have been meeting in person since September 

c) Grades 1 through Grade 5 resumed in-person meetings on January 31st, though no students from Grades 

1-2 have attended yet. 

d) All other study groups are continuing to meet face-to-face. 

e) Face-to-Face Weekday School sessions continue to be held on campus.  Three students from Holy Cross 

are receiving instruction with us through the end of the Weekday School Year.   

f) VBS dates under consideration for 2021 are August 9-12, planning to begin soon.   

g) March 2021 Thrivent Choice dollars received $1,486.  YTD $2,808. 
 

President’s Report:    
a) Please continue to find your back up director and submit a proxy. 

b) Please bring your new committee members names before the Board to be ratified. 

c) Congratulations to the Froiland Family on the birth of a new son. 
 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 
 

Continuing Business: 
a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update – No report 

b) Grounds Committee: Sign Repair Project – Close to receiving a bid 

c) Buildings Committee: Church Doors Project – Plan to do the South West entrance and Pre-K entrance as 

soon as possible while the search continues for an appropriate solution for the North West door. 

d) Buildings Committee: Brick Wall Repair Project.  Motion by Nowlin/France to pursue the bid for brick 

wall repair from GKW Restoration carried.    

e) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update – The Oromo congregation is awaiting feedback from the 

District on their proposed constitution and by-laws.  
 

New Business: 

a) Pre-K Teacher Contracts – Motions by Buckner/Peer to ratify the contracts of Pre-K director and 

teachers Kristina Fredde, Emily Sharp, Mary Buchholz, Sue Daley, and Megan Kassulke carried.  

Motion by Buckner/Peer to convert Miss Emma’s role as admin-teacher to a salaried position and ratify 

her contract carried.   

b) Proxies and New Committee Member Ratifications.   

c) Overage Discussion – A motion by Thomas/L. Smith on dispersal of the Overage from 2020 was made 

as follows:   $35,000 to the Maintenance Fund, $10,000 to the MLA Land Fund, $10,000 to the 

Lutheran High Capital Fund, $10,000 to the Member Tuition Fund, $26,453.24 to establish an Oromo 

fund. Motion tabled 

d) Motion by Jones/M. Smith to table the motion by Thomas/L. Smith for the Overage, to allow for time to 

research the terms on the church’s loan, carried.   
 

Announcements: 

 Next BOD Meeting 4/15/2021 

 Spring Clean-up – March 20th 

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by Nowline/Leimkuehler @ 8:39pm carried and the meeting closed with 

prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Dan Jones 

 

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

 

Next BoD Meeting:              April 15 @ 7pm 

Opening Prayer: Peer/L. Smith 

Closing Prayer:                         Nowlin/Hollander 



BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Core drilling through outside wall into Tumble Town closet completed. Electrical work will be completed 

over Pre-K spring break, exact date/time TBD. 

Concrete mix purchased for filling the hole in Maple Lane parsonage garage floor. Plan on doing this on 

Spring Clean-up day.   

Brickwork bid received from GKW Restoration for $11,470. 

Pre-K Exterior Entrance Door Repaired. 

Exterior door search and inquiry ongoing 

Items for Spring Cleanup: 

    - Faucet in Classroom 3 is loose 

    - Sink drain in Classroom 3 is slow 

    - Door stop on metal door is loose 

    - Foot coming off small green chair in Classroom 3 

    - Lock on wooden doors seems to be sticking and does not always want to lock when you turn the key to 

the right to lock it after unlocking it. 
 

Future Projects:  Timers & Lights, flashing repair/reattachment for 6609 Camden, new sidewalks and 

approaches on West side of church, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew resurfacing. 
Education 

Charley Buckner 
Last date of Summer School will be August 6th 

Summer School Enrollment: 

    - June Daley 10, Sharp 6 

    - July – Emma 3, Daley 10, Franklin 5 

Fundraisers:  Walk-a-thon April 12-16.  All teachers will pick a date. 

Sign on 72nd St is in need of repair or replacement.   

Teacher contracts to be signed tonight, approved by SOC 
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Church Calls 2, Phone Calls 15, Attempted Phone Calls 25, Funeral Visits 2. 

Discussed future changes to church services as COVID restrictions are lifted such as increasing the 90 max 

limit, mask requirements, communion at the rail, should intinction be continued (how long), etc. 
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
The Fellowship Committee has been coordinating Lenten meals prior to Wednesday evening services.  Total 

donations collected so far $274.  Wednesday March 24 the planned meal is pizza.  Served donuts after early 

service, collecting $48 in donations.  Going forward we will be serving donuts after first service every 

Sunday.  We are reducing our donut order from 6 to 4 dozen, and have to pick them up from Ray’s because 

they are not delivering as of now. 
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
February Plate Offerings: $57,189, $3,293 BELOW budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $129,242, Surplus:  $8,277 ABOVE budget. 
Grounds 

Dan Jones 
DJ has repaired both snowblowers and they are ready for next winter.  Funny how he was repairing them 

when it was my week to shovel snow! 

Pre-K Tree removal scheduled for Friday 3/19.   

Spring Clean Up Day is this Saturday from 8-12. 

I have submitted the bell tower logo to Sign Craft and are waiting for them to get their digital rendering back 

to us.  Once we have a revised logo for the sign we can decide on the options and choose a contractor. 

I am leaving town from March 23-31.  Although I have no Proxy, please call Chuck Eberth if anything comes 

up that needs to be addressed immediately. 
OASIS 

Tommy France 
There are no activities planned for March.  Most likely all activities will be suspended until May.   

Outreach 

John Peer 
No calls were made in February due to COVID-19. 

 
Public Relations 

Duane 
Leimkuehler 

The apartment we sponsor at Hillcrest is still occupied by Elesa and her son AKing.  Diane, Carol, and I 

made a visit to the apartment to welcome them.  We took gifts and invited them to church. 

Stewardship 

Steve Foutch 
Average Attendance 103 (21) v. 199 (20) v. 183 (19) 

Average of 70 views of Facebook videos across the past 6 videos. 
 Treasurer 

 James Thomas 
Offerings were under budget in February by $7,251 / YTD $2,108 under. 

Expenses were under budget in February by $7,151 / YTD $12,017 under. 

Our PPP Loan has been forgiven, thank you to Andrew Spidle for your hard work on this. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Past Events: 

Feb 27 – Lenten Meal, Youth served 45 people and 3 to-go meals 

Mar 20 – Day at the Zoo to be rescheduled 



Upcoming Events: 

Apr 3 – Easter Preparation Day 

Apr 4 – Easter Breakfast and Egg Hunt 

Apr 25 – Trivia Night Fundraiser 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Graham x Buckner x Jones x Foutch x Pr. Arnold 

 S. Smith x L. Smith x France x Thomas x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier x Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch x M. Smith x Leimkuehler     

 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

FUN’RAISER 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 

5:00-8:00 PM 
Christ Lutheran Church – 6700 NW 72nd Street 

Platte Woods, MO 
 
Our Twelfth Annual LYF “Trivia Night Fun’Raiser” will be held on Sunday, April 25.  Doors will 
open at 5:00 PM, with the actual trivia questions beginning at 6:00 PM.  This year’s edition 
will take place inside the Ephphatha Room at our church.   
 
Those who wish to play are asked to make a $15.00 donation for their “seat” (collected on the 
night of the event), and are encouraged to group themselves into teams of 5-10 people. 
Mulligans will not be for sale this year…they’re FREE…each team will receive three.  
Participants are asked to bring their own snacks/food/drinks for their table. Please, NO 
ALCOHOLIC DRINKS.  Christ Lutheran Church’s policy of being an alcohol-free facility will be 
in force.  Clean-up of snacks/food/drinks will be each team/each table’s responsibility.  
 
The “Top Three Teams” will be recognized for their academic showing, and the top three, 
“Best Dressed/Best Theme/Best Spirit” teams will also be recognized.  Costumes, table 
decorations, and enthusiastic play will be the criteria for this particular recognition.      
 
Proceeds from this annual event are being used to help send our youth and adults to the 
Higher Things Youth Conference being held at Concordia University – Austin, Texas.  Some 
Side Trips are being arranged for the group to visit: San Antonio Riverwalk, The Alamo, Historic 
Gruene, Guadalupe River Tubing, Natural Bridge Caverns, Trail Ride/Skeet Shooting, and 
Magnolia in Waco. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Christ Lutheran – April 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

7pm - Maundy 
Thursday  
Service w/ Lord’s 
Supper 

2 

No Men’s  
Bible Study 
 

7pm - Good  
Friday  
Service  

3 

9am - SR/JR LYF 
Easter Preparations 
  

9am - Decorate for 
Easter 
  

7pm - Easter Vigil 

4   Easter Sunday 
6am - Easter Sunrise Service - LS 
7-9am - Easter Breakfast 
8am - Easter Service - LS 
9am - Fellowship 
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:15am - Easter Egg Hunt 
10:45am - Easter Service - LS  
Noon – Oromo Worship 

5 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

6 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

7 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service 

8 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Elders 

9 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

10 

11 

8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
7pm - Centralized Committee Meetings 

12 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
7pm – 
Adult 
Info 
Class 

13 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

14 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service 

15 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

16 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - 
Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 

17 

18 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

19 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
7pm – 
Adult 
Info 
Class 

20 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

21 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS 

22 

6:30pm - Bells 
9am - Pastors 
Conference @ St. 
Stephen, Liberty 

23 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

24 

25   8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
5-8pm - LYF Trivia Night Fun’Raiser 

26 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
7pm – 
Adult 
Info 
Class 

27 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

28 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service 

29 

6:30pm - Bells 
30 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
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Acolytes:  8am – Gus Jones  10:45am – Alex Smith 
 

Head Ushers:   8am – Ken Kraft  10:45am – Howard Gibson 

Ushers:  8am – Tommy France 

  10:45am – Josh Repplinger, Douglas Gibson  

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Pietsch  10:45am – Ferguson     Easter Sunrise – Watson  

    MT – K. Smith; GF – Hollander; EV – L. Smith; 14th – K. Smith; 21st – Scroggins; 28th – S. Smith 
 

Greeters:   8am – Vonnie Niederwimmer 10:45am – Jeff and Kathy Ferguson 
 

Counter:  Cheryl Keller and Susan Moore 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   4/1  Moore/Gibson/Chastain/Howard/Wittmaier Wittmaier 

   4/3  9am – Decorate for Easter       

   4/4  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti/Harrison/Oswald Faller/Wittmaier 

   4/7  No Service 

   4/11  Degnan/Moore      Wittmaier 

   4/14  Rothert/Schneider 

   4/18  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Faller 

   4/21  Rothert       Wittmaier 

   4/25  O’Toole/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

   4/28  Lewis/Wittmaier 

            
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Kelly 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

March 28th – April 3rd – Palmarum (Palm Sunday) – HOLY WEEK  

Verse: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of 

Jerusalem!  Behold, your King is coming to you; righteous and 

having salvation is He, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, 

the foal of a donkey.  Zechariah 9 

Psalm 22 + Zechariah 9:9-12 + Philippians 2:5-11 + Matthew 26:1-27:66 

 

April 4th – 10th - The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Verse: Alleluia.  Christ, our Passover lamb, has been  sacrificed.  Let us 

 therefore celebrate the festival  with the unleavened bread of 

 sincerity and truth.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 100 + Exodus 15:1-18 + Acts 10:34-43 + Luke 24:13-35 

 

April 11th – 17th - The Second Sunday of Easter 

Verse: Alleluia.  He has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going 

 before you to Galilee.  Alleluia.  Eight days later Jesus came and 

 stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  Alleluia. 

Psalm 33 + Ezekiel 37:1-14 + 1 John 5:4-10 + John 20:19-31 

 

April 18th – 24th – The Third Sunday of Easter 

Verse: Alleluia.  The Lord was known to them in the breaking of bread.  

 Alleluia.  I am the good shepherd.  I know my own and my own 

 know me.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 23 + Ezekiel 34:11-16 + 1 Peter 2:21-25 + John 10:11-16 

 

April 25th – May 1 – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Verse: Alleluia.  He sent redemption to his people.  Alleluia.  Was it 

 necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into 

 his glory?  Alleluia. 

Psalm 147:1-11 + Isaiah 40:25-31 + 1 Peter 2:11-20 + John 16:16-22 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 
 

461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Tune and text: Public domain



 

A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word… Romans 8:32 
 

Our Father in heaven sent His Son Jesus to be our Savior. His atoning sacrifice is 
the first fruits of all the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father.  His perfect life and death 
count for all who believe in Him. He claimed us as His own children in Holy Baptism. 
He sustains and strengthens our faith with His Holy Word and His Body and Blood. 

As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do the good 
works prepared for us, which He makes known to us in His Word.  Trusting in the Word 
of God, we do what He says because He does not lie and always keeps His promises. For 
“without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).  And so the Lord promises: 
“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will be 
filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). How do we honor the 
Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By giving generously to 
those whom the Lord has called us to love and support: your family, your society, and 
your parish-family. And His promise is that, in so doing, you will never lack. 

 A common counterpoint is this: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” Our Lord 
Jesus Himself gives us similar promises in the New Testament. He says, at the conclusion 
of the parable of the talents: “For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 
abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, 
He says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very 
little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will 
entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give 
you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 
16:10–13).  And in His sermon on the mount, He says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 

 We have become conditioned against these promises because of their misuse by 
the peddlers of the prosperity gospel – the guys on TV who say you get rich by putting 
God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact that God does reward temporal 
faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal blessings. It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all 
from God’s grace and His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages 
do in fact say what they say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. We have 
become so jaded against the prosperity gospel that we think it a virtue to be stingy with 
our offerings. 

 But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He loves to 
give to those who give freely and generously. In fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: 
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the 
test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 
blessing until there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10).  And so, while we don’t give so that we would 
get, we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will bless your giving with 
more receiving. As St. Paul wrote in Rom. 8:32: “He who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” 



 


