
  

OUR EASTER EYES 
Easter is upon us once again. Our theme of “Eyes On Jesus” through the Lenten Season helps us 

to focus on what God sees in us and what we see all around us. And, what we see all around us is 

much fear and trepidation over that which could potentially harm us. So, with all the anxieties 

created within us by the effects of our fear in light of the current coronavirus pandemic, let us 

keep our eyes on Jesus as we focus on the cross of Christ amid the uncertainty of the world 

around us. 

You might be thinking, this is Easter, why are we so focused on the cross of Christ and not the 

empty tomb? Because the cross must always be the center of our theology, the focal point of life. 

A God who has not been crucified on your behalf would do you no good. Look with your eyes 

and see that Jesus is the Crucified One, put to death for your sins. The cross is our life! St. Paul 

wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 

And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20); and “far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (6:14). 

Of course, the resurrection is essential too. You also need to see through your eyes of faith that 

Jesus was raised on Easter for your justification. Good Friday and Easter are like two sides of the 

same coin. You can’t buy anything with a one-sided quarter. Jesus couldn’t pay for your 

salvation only by dying or only by living but by both. He had to actively obey God’s Law on 

your behalf and passively suffer for your sins against the Law. He had to actively fight Satan, 

whom you couldn’t defeat, and die for all the times you have fallen for the devil’s temptations. 

He had to go into the grave and deposit all of your sins there, but He had to come out alive in 

order to grant you forgiveness of sins and His own righteousness. 

And after His resurrection, Jesus continues the pattern established on the first Easter by hiding 

Himself from the sight of His disciples and by using angels to proclaim His death and 

resurrection. Though you are like the women at the tomb and cannot see Jesus with your own 

eyes, the reliable testimony of the Easter angel recorded in Scripture is precious Gospel that you 

should keep before your eyes at all times. Though Jesus remains hidden from our physical sight, 

He has continued to send us angels ever since His resurrection to testify to His presence among 

us. No, I’m not talking about angels from heaven, but earthly angels who proclaim the Gospel. 

Remember, angel simply means “messenger.” In the Bible, “angel” doesn’t necessarily imply a 

heavenly being. The very human and mortal John the Baptist, for example, is called God’s 

“angel,” or messenger. 

So, in this climate of uncertainty God still sends His messengers to share the Good News. This 

Good News is as sure and certain today as it was in the day that Jesus gave it. In this issue of 

The Shepherd’s Staff you will find an informational letter and devotional resources (both 
printed here, video/online devotionals, and Worship Services). The Good News continues 

even when we are unable to be in church.  Let us know how we can continue to serve you during 

these challenging times.  God bless you all. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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Today and the Last Day 
 What happens to us when we die? Our Lord makes two statements, among others, in 
the Gospel accounts that address this question: “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 
Me in paradise” (Luke 23:43) and “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who 
looks on the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on 
the last day” (John 6:40).  So which is it? Is it today or the last day? Do we experience the 
joys of paradise today—that is, at the time of death—or must we wait in some unconscious 
state until the last day when we will all be raised from the dead? 

 While Jesus’ words may seem contradictory, careful examination of Scripture reveals 
to us that these words are not so, but rather complementary.  It is not an either/or 
situation, but in reality, a both/and.  To put it another way, when we die we go from this 
life to better, and then, on the last day, we go to the best.  When we see it this way, all that 
is left for us is comfort. 

 When Jesus says, “Today you will be with me in paradise,” we can firmly believe 
what He says with all the confidence we have in Him.  For the thief who was crucified with 
Jesus, “Today” was a literal statement.  He entered into paradise that very day.  It is also a 
literal statement for those faithful Christians who have gone before us.  They are indeed in 
the same paradise as that repentant thief today.  For those of us who still await the glory of 
the Lord, we can be confident that the “Today” of Luke 23:43 is whatever day this life 
comes to an end.  This is true for us and all faithful Christians near death.   

 What is paradise? What is it like? It is tempting for us to focus just on that word and 
let our imaginations wander, but we cannot forget the two little words Jesus says just 
before: “with Me.”  To be with Jesus is to be in paradise.  In descriptions of paradise, 
nothing else matters but that we will be with Jesus.  St. Paul describes being with Christ as 
“far better” than to remain in the flesh (Phil. 1:23).  Thus, at the end of this life, we enter 
into paradise where we are with Jesus, and so we go from this life to far better. 

 But if our loved ones are already with Christ in paradise, what do they (and we) 
have to look forward to on the last day? This is where we go from better to best.  Our Lord 
promises, “Today you will be with Me in paradise,” but Jesus and the New Testament 
overwhelmingly point Christians forward to the last day and to the resurrection of the 
body as the ultimate fulfillment of all God’s promises for His people.  To be with Christ in 
paradise is better by far than this earthly life, but the work of God is not yet complete.  This 
is what we look forward to.  St. Paul confidently declares to the Philippians, “And I am 
sure of this, that He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 
day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).  This good work that the Lord has begun in us is our 
sanctification, which is begun in Baptism and brought to completion in resurrection.   

 So which is it? Today or the last day? As we can see from Scripture, the answer is not 
one or the other but both! Today, or whenever we die, we will be with Christ in paradise.  
On the last day our bodies will be raised, and we will live with God and see His face.  
When this life comes to an end, we go to a place that is much better.  On the last day, we go 
to the place that is the best.  This is what God has planned for all His people.  This is our 
comfort and hope.        

 In Christ’s Service, Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

 
 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
SUMMER CAMPS 

June – July                      Lincoln, MO 
Camp registration forms will be posted soon!  A $ 
125.00 campership will be made available for the 
Youth of our Parish who wish to attend any of 
Heit’s Point Camp’s summer offerings.  Contact 
Deacon as soon as possible for information.  
 

 

ASK TO JOIN US! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
Senior LYF 

Today is a GREAT time to request group 
membership!  On this particular group you will be 
able to enjoy hundreds and hundreds of 
photographs of past youth events from ALL 
AGES…receive up-to-date information on current 
and future church activities…generally be brought 
into the life and heart of our Parish! 
 

Don’t be fooled by the group name – the activities 
of ALL of our youth groups are found here!  JOIN!   

   

 
 
 
 

SR-LYF       JR-LYF  
              Grades 9-12                                                Grades 6-8   

LYF FLOAT TRIP 
June 5–7 James River/Branson, MO 

 

Even with “Stay At Home” orders in place for the 
near future, planning continues for our annual early 
summer trip. 
 

The annual LYF Float Trip will take us to the James 
River and to Branson for a full day at Silver Dollar 
City.  Also included will be time spent go-karting, 
miniature golfing, attending “Noah” at the Sight and 
Sound Theater, and attending church at Faith 
Lutheran in Branson. Contact Deacon IMMEDIATELY 
if your name is not listed on the Sign-Up poster in 
the Fellowship Commons.  Only five spots remain! 
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Midweek Lent and Holy Week 

 
 

Maundy Thursday     Theme: More Than Meets the Eye 

Good Friday      Theme: God’s Eyes 

Easter Vigil      Theme: Resting Eyes 

Easter Sunday     Theme: Angel Eyes 

Our April 1st Midweek Lent Service will be broadcast at 10 a.m. on our Christlc.net website.  We 

plan to have Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil at 7 p.m. online also.  Our Easter 

Sunday Service will be broadcast at 9 a.m. Easter morning.  All of the services will be available live 

at those times, or you can watch them at a later date/time by going to our Facebook page or to our 

YouTube page.  Links to both are at the top right corner of our website, www.christlc.net, under the 

“Contact Us” portion of the website. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Wittenberg Choir that was scheduled to perform in May has 

cancelled their tour.   

******************************************** 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Parish, 

I wanted to thank the church, OASIS group and everyone who donated items 

for the college care packages. I loved the packages and they came in very 

useful. I shared some of the goodies with my roommates and they wanted to 

thank everyone as well. Again, thank you so much for thinking of me! Kaitlyn Smith 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If you brought any dishes to the church, whether for Weekday School 
meals, Lenten desserts, the Lenten dinners, or any other reason, please 
get them from the kitchen when we are back in the building.  We will 

be taking those that are left to the Hillcrest store. 
 

http://www.christlc.net/


April – June Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  
 

 

April  Gus Jones     Forrest Boynton, Jacob Baker 
4/1 – Peter Oetting; 4/9 – Connor Henry & Jarien Montgomery; 4/10 – Forrest Boynton & Jacob Baker;  
4/11 – Dallas Boeka; 4/12 @6am – Chadron Cummins, extra @8am – Brian Odegaard & Alex Smith; extra 
@10:45am – Peter Oetting & Joseph Winfrey 
 
May  Brian Odegaard    Brandon Cuda, Dallas Boeka 
5/21 – Ascension 7pm – Brian Odegaard; 5/31 Pentecost extra @10:45 – Forrest Boynton, Peter Odegaard 
 
June  Chadron Cummins    Alex Smith, Peter Oetting 

 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Baker 10:45am 866-4093 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Brandon Cuda 10:45am 419-6976 
Chadron Cummins  8am 550-6829 
Connor Henry 8am 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Joshua Keller sub 734-1962 
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am 785-341-9397 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 

 

Discipleship Data 
 

 

Accessions Baptized: 

Henry David Ehengkun Huang, son of Claire and Derek Huang, February 23, 2020 

Truman Smith and Violet Smith, joined with mother (Jennifer Gleason) 

 

Accessions Communicant: 

Jennifer Gleason, reaffirmation of faith 

John and Janice Alexander, transfer from King of Kings 

 

New address: 

John and Jennifer Sager  Dist. 2 to 5    Greg Nowlin    Dist. 2 to 7 

Yasmin Scott, Sophia       1501 NW 38th St. 

3832 NW 85th Ter.      Apt. 400 

Apt. L         KC, MO  64116 

KC, MO  64154 

 

Kim and Patty Heermann 

4334 Fresia Dr. 

Plainfield, IN  46168 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

4/1 Justin Brewer 

4/2 Emily Clark 

 Cora Longnecker 

4/3 Brad Pfleiderer 

 Isabella Ticer 

 Tracy Cvetan 

 Caden DeLay 

4/4 Breanne Jones 

 Lane Dorsey 

 Jate Khampira 

4/5 Sandra Egge 

 Debra Samson 

4/6 Diana Trumble 

4/7 Kevin Smith 

 Rachel Almstedt 

4/8 Warren Lance 

 Joseph Winfrey 

4/9 Mary Wilhauck 

 Myron Schelp 

 Kaitlyn Smith 

4/10 Thomas Henrichs 

4/12 Grant Sedlak 

4/14 Darlene Clark 

 Eric Baker 

 Craig Van Vickle 

 Lauren Keller 

 Malachi Sperl 

 Emma McCollum 

4/16 Johnathon Knopp 

 Forrest Boynton 

4/17 Kimberly Newby 

4/18 Dalene Odegaard 

 Levi Hilligas 

4/19 Brian Van Vickle 

 Andrea Arnold 

 Hunter Chrisman 

 Elliot Chrisman 

 Jordan Trager 

4/20 Lance Odegaard 

4/21 Rosie Wilson 

4/22 Rachel Levetzow 

4/23 Lowell Smith 

 Michael Kuhn 

4/24 Roy Cozad 

 Andrew Basch 

4/26 Jason Rea 

 Grayson Spidle 

 John Newby 

4/27 Marti Harrison 

 Kevin Cox 

 Mariah Pride 

4/28 Marlene Evans 

 Melanie Smith 

 Tom Kruse 

4/29 Kristina Fredde 

 Corrie Johnson 

 Joshua Clark 

4/30 Basil Porter 

 Iluysha Cummins 

 Janessa Almstedt
 

 

******************************************** 

With all the changes and unusual situation surrounding the recent 

situations with the COVID-19 virus, we are all see how important it 

is to be able to be in good communication with each other.  Please 

get us your email addresses so you can be added to the church 

email list, and be sure to go to our church website (christlc.net) to 

keep updated. Our website has links in the top right corner (in the 

Contact Us box) where you can connect to our Facebook page and 

also our new YouTube channel.  We are trying to keep you updated 

as well as having worship/devotional opportunities for you in these 

places.  Thank you for the prayers and support during this very 

unusual time. 
 
 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Shawn Smith and Becki Graham for all their extra help with our 
technology as we work to share the Word of God through many and various electronic means.  We 
really appreciate your help! 

Orchids to those for supplying treats, hosting and helping on Wednesday mornings after the Lent Services. 
Thank you to Jan Sittig, Heidi Scroggins, Georgia Witt, Debbie Durham, Lynda Reinert, JoAnne Burnside, 
Vonnie Neiderwimmer, Sheryl Cozad, Denice Lackey, Eunice and Deacon. 
Orchids to Jeff Ferguson, Russell Hollander, Roger Lewis, Ken Lyons, Derek Rothert, Herb Steffens, Phil 
Daley, Jeff Faller, John Henrichs, Jerry Pietsch, Larry Sperl, Tim Oetting & Shawn Smith for your 
dedicated service in serving your Lord in March as an Elder.  
Orchids to John Peer, Dan Mahnken, Chuck Eberth, Shane Rogers, Don O’Keefe & Michael O’Keefe for 
your dedicated service in serving your Lord in March as an usher.  
Orchids to Andrew Spidle for helping Lowell Smith install the new Wi-Fi system that will increase the 
church’s Internet coverage around the entire building.  
Onions to whomever took the directory off of the desk in the church office.  It is there because the secretary 
uses it – often! If you need a directory, please ask.  Do NOT take items from the desk in the church office.  
They are there because they are needed!                   
Onions to those who use the exit drive as the entrance and vice versa. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

 

The Trolley Tour of KC has been post pointed until the fall. 

 

Blood Pressure Testing on Sundays 

Blood pressure tests are performed on the first Sunday of every month before Sunday 

School, in the Wittenberg room. Furthermore, if you would like your blood pressure 

tested while at church on any Sunday morning, please find Kelly Henrichs or Vonnie 

Neiderwimmer, as they would be happy to check it for you.  

 

New Members Welcome 

The OASIS Committee would like to invite you to join our committee. You will enjoy 

fellowship; friendship and it takes very little time and effort. If interested please speak to 

the Director Derek Rothert, committee members Lyndia Reinert or Judy Gibson. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY NEWS 
 

MLA is doing like almost every other school in the area and doing 
their work online.  Please keep all our schools in your prayers, 

especially our Lutheran schools, that they may stay strong during 
this time as they share the love of God with all.   

 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – March 19, 2020 

Opening Prayer:  Jeff Ferguson 

 

Study: Pastors  

 

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o Jennifer Gleason, Reaffirmation of Faith 

o John and Janice Alexander, transfer from King of Kings 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Henry David Ehengkun Huang, son of Claire and Derek Huang, February 23, 2020 

o Truman Smith and Viola Smith, joined with mother (Jennifer Gleason) 

c) Deletions: 

o None 

Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/S. Smith carried  

 

Minutes:  

A motion by Hollander/Nowlin to approve the minutes from February 2020 carried. 

 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) The Study for this month – “Where in the World is God?” – A New Heart and a New Life 

b) We continue to monitor the coronavirus situation.  We will update the leadership and the parish family-family 

with details through email and social media. 

c) A reminder… if you are on Facebook, please like our page Christ Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  If we do not 

have your email, please send your email to christlc@christlc.com so we can get you on our distribution list. We 

are using these means in order to communicate to the parish family.  Also, we will try to keep our website, 

www.christlc.net, updated as well. 

d) Midweek Services and activities along with all meetings and Bible studies are suspended at Christ Lutheran until 

Saturday, April 3rd.  Updates will be forthcoming. 

e) The Adult Information Class began this past Sunday. We are suspending the class until at least April 4th. We have 

been meeting on Sunday’s at 3:30 p.m. 

f) A parish-meeting will take place during Bible study hour on either April 4th or April 19th.  The reason for this 

meeting is for the call of a new Pre-K teacher and the approval of an existing call extension. 

g) Next month – Centralized Committee Meetings – April 19th @ 7 P.M. 

h) Reminder, we will have a few transfers of membership into our congregation from time to time.  I do encourage 

you to get these new members involved.  They usually indicate to me their willingness to serve.  It’s much easier 

to volunteer when asked about something specific. 

i) Do keep in mind articles and updates to the congregation for The Shepherd’s Staff.  It’s beneficial for the Parish-

family to see what your committee is doing.  The Shepherd’s Staff deadline is tomorrow. However, there will still 

be time to get something in before it is collated at the end of this month. 

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 
a) I have completed the application for MO District missions grant for 2020-21.  The purpose of this grant is to help 

fund our work with our Oromo congregation.  Our parish has been awarded this grant for the last 4 years.   

b) On Sunday March 8th Pastor Abdi, Mr. Tilahun Dadi (Oromo congregation elder), and myself went to King of 

Kings Lutheran Church to share the story of our Oromo outreach at our parish.  At the end of our visit, King of 

Kings provided us with a gift donation.   

   

Deacon’s Report:  

a) Sunday Morning:  February Attendance 79 v 60 (19) 

b) During the Week: February Attendance 28 v 25 (19) 

c) Weekday School: February Attendance 43 v 45 (19)  

d) Thrivent Choice:  $1200 approximately year to date 

e) Preferred dates are July 27-30 2020 for VBS, leadership kit has arrived 

f) Activities listed in youth below 

 

 



President’s Report:    
a) I want to express my sincere appreciation and admiration to Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, Deacon Buchholz, 

our Church leadership, and most importantly our Parish Family as we navigate through these challenging and 

difficult times.  Your Pastors and Board of Directors have spent a great deal of time and effort over the years 

anticipating, preparing and planning for “the unusual” that might occur.  A world-wide pandemic was probably 

not at the top of anyone’s list when discussions occurred about handling and recovering from critical incidents.  
But here we are….. 

 

It’s important to let each of you, our Parish Family, know that we are “on this”.  Your Pastors and Church leaders 

have been in constant communication about the painstaking decisions that have had to be made in the interest of 

keeping us all safe.  Please know, that while the decisions have been difficult, they are extremely prudent and 

simply put the “right thing to do” for now.  We will continue to monitor, consult and make additional decisions if 

needed.  Your Pastors have been great leaders in the interest of protecting their flock in this time of need. 

 

In closing, I will leave you with this quote (although I do not know the author to give appropriate credit),… 

“When you can’t control what’s happening, challenge yourself to control the way you respond to what’s 

happening”. 

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update 

a. Mesh wifi network upgrade completed, as well as wired switch upgrades 

b. Bids are being sought for electronic magnetic door locks 

b) 2020 Proxy Designations and Approvals 

a. Motion to designate James Thomas as Proxy for Treasurer by Spidle/Leimkuehler passed. 

 

New Business: 

a) Banner Purchase – Dixie Butler Memorial Fund.  A motion to accept the gift of banners by Eberth/L. Smith 
passed 

b) Acceptance of Gift – A motion to accept the gift of a Fair Linen, a Communion Veil, 2 Corporals, and 12 

purificators from the Roxanne Stavenau Memorial Fund and the Janelle Eubanks Memorial Fund by S. 
Smith/Nowlin passed. 

c) Hard Drive Recorder – A motion to purchase a new hard drive video recorder system from Advanced Sound for 
$2400 to replace the old non-functioning system by L. Smith/Eberth passed.   

d) Constitutional Spending Restriction – A motion to temporarily suspend the constitutional spending restriction 

during the unprecedented coronavirus outbreak until July 1 by Spidle/L. Smith passed.   

e) COVID-19 Update/Response.   
 

Announcements: 
a) Next Meeting April 16 @ 7pm 

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by S. Smith/Eberth @ 8:31 carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:    Lowell Smith  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Russell Hollander, Secretary 

 

Next BoD Meeting:              April 16 @ 7pm 

Opening Prayer: Birch/O’Toole 

Closing Prayer:                         Peer/Spidle



BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Roof:  Additional bids and inspection ongoing.  The intent is to keep the work to be done and scope of 

repair to a minimum. Pyramid Roofing, Christian Brothers Roofing, & H & H Roofing have been 

consulted for bids. 

Sliding Partition Wall:  Trying to source a 1 ¾ inch long Schlage lock housing for new sliding wall. 

McGuire Lock & Safe does not stock & has indicated it may be difficult to obtain. 

Pre-K:  Toilets in boys’ restrooms rebuilt / adjusted to increase water flow to prevent overflow problem.   

Electrical Panel:  Have bids on electric panel replacement from Mark One Electric Company, Mr. Electric, 

and Lightning Electric LLC. Cost varies depending on the scope of work to be done; several options to 

discuss at meeting. 

Upstairs drinking fountain outside Ephphatha Room removed and was snaked to clear drain restriction. 

Future Projects:  Gutter issues, LED lights in Ephphatha Room, cleaning of piscina in sacristy, conversion 

of doors and windows to aluminum, new sidewalks and approaches, new privacy structure around HVAC 

units, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew resurfacing. 
Education 

Stephen O’Toole 
Enrollment for 2020-21 school year has begun, with 33 already enrolled.  Summer enrollment is 18.  Pre-

K checking account balance is $272,014, all families are current on tuition and fees.  In response to 

COVID-19, CLC Pre-K will not be in session March 23-27 or March 30-April 3.  School has been out for 

Spring Break March 16-20.   
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Home Calls 1, church calls 4, phone calls 3, attempted home calls 2, funeral attendance 2, personal calls 

(wedding, grocery store, etc.) 3. 

Bid sought on Magnetic Door Locks for outside doors. 

Network upgrade to gigabit Mesh Wifi complete, nodes are being fine-tuned. 
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
Working to assemble committee and assigning volunteers to serve doughnuts for the remainder of the 

year. 

Doughnuts served after first service on 3/1 and 3/15, Lenten Meal of pizza and salad served on 3/11 

Received $243 in donations 
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
February Plate Offerings: $59.756, $156 ABOVE budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $108,495, Deficit:  $10,704 BELOW budget  
Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
$650 over budget for the year due to snow removal and mower maintenance. 

All mowers serviced and ready for the season 

MTD snow blower parts to be installed this month, next month starter repair for the Craftsman. 

Proposal to hold Spring Clean-up Day on April 18, 8AM-12PM 

Mowing schedule will be out next week 

Still in need of grounds crew volunteers, anyone interested please contact Chuck Eberth. 
OASIS 

Derek Rothert 
OASIS has been providing desserts after the morning Lenten services. 

Because of the coronavirus concern, OASIS is suspending their proposed events for April/May. 

Proposed Event:  June 19 at 1:30 OASIS will be hosting an ice cream social.  Representatives from 

Meyer’s Funeral Home will make a presentation. 
Outreach 

Matt Miller 
No Report 

Public Relations 

Duane 

Leimkuehler 

Our resident Kristin will be moving out in mid-April to her own place.  She is nearly finished with her 

court issues and will be able to re-obtain her driver’s license. 

Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 155 (20) v. 162 (19) v 168 (18) 

3 member envelopes left to distribute, 1 new member follow up for Time Talent Treasure. 
 Treasurer 

Andrew Spidle 
Offerings were over budget in February by $156 /  YTD $10,704 under 

Expenses were over budget in February by $1,533 / YTD $1,986 under 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Thank you to those who attended the Ash Wednesday and Lenten Meals, and all who helped. 

Past Events: 

3/8 Escape Room and Minsky’s 

Upcoming Activities: 

4/12 Easter Breakfast 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Lewis  O’Toole x Eberth x Ferguson x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith x L. Smith x Rothert x Spidle  x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier  Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch x M. Smith x Leimkuehler     



Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Kansas City, Missouri and Platte County have issued a “Stay Home” order in effect through April 24th, 

2020.  As a result, we will continue to suspend all church activities, including Sunday and Wednesday 

Worship, until the conclusion of the order.  Until then we will Livestream and share Sunday morning 

Worship Services along with Wednesday morning Midweek Services during Lent.  Sunday morning 

Livestream will begin at 9 a.m. and Wednesday Midweek Matins will begin at 10 a.m.  Do tune in and 

join us.   
 

Here are the instructions. 

Sunday morning at 9 a.m. we will Livestream the Divine Service through Facebook live.  Everyone 

is encouraged to join us and tune in for this event. You do not need to have a Facebook account to 

watch the video Livestream.  Here are the instructions if you DO NOT have a Facebook account: 

1) Go to https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod or go to our website 

www.christlc.net 

2) If you go the website, a banner will pop up that says, “Facebook Livestream.” Click that button. 

3) Now you are on our church’s Facebook page (another banner might pop up that asks you to sign-

in.  Just click the “not now” button if this happens.  You do not need to sign-in or create an 

account).  On the left side of your screen you should see a tab that says “Video” with a red 

“Live” next to it.  Click that tab.  You should be able to view our Livestream feed from here. 

We will Livestream all Holy Week Services – Maundy Thursday (April 9th) Good Friday (April 10th) 

Easter Vigil (April 11th) at 7 p.m.  We will Livestream Easter Sunday Service at 9 a.m. 
 

YouTube Channel: Don’t forget that all our videos are on our Christ Lutheran YouTube page. You can 

find the page by going to www.youtube.com and then typing “Christ Lutheran Platte Woods” into the 

search line. You will find daily family devotions, Wednesday Services, and Sunday morning D.S. on 

this page. 
 

Pastoral Care/Visitation:  Reminder, please contact Pastor Froiland or me for individual pastoral care 

needs. Because there is a “Stay Home” order in place, we are limited as to how pastoral care will be 

carried out.  Emergencies will be treated differently than an individual’s need for conversation and/or 

consultation.  We will determine the response based on each case.  
 

Love Thy Neighbor: Reminder, please check on your neighbors. Is there anything they need?  Keep 

them in the forefront of your prayers during these difficult days.  Pray for our nation and our world 

during this time of a global pandemic.  Christ’s Word and His work joins “separated” Christians 

together in the same work.  Remain in the Word of God.  In this changing world, God’s Word never 

changes.  We need Him more now than ever.  And we have Him. 
 

Remember Your Church: Don’t forget to pray for your church staff here at Christ Lutheran.  Don’t 

forget that your call to be Good Stewards of our Time, Talent and Treasure continues during this time 

as well.  You may utilize “Tithe.ly” (more information about that in this issue) or you may mail your 

offerings to the church directly. 

 

Dear Christians, when uncertainty abides in the hearts and lives of God’s people, one thing remains 

sure… Jesus never leaves us.  Our Savior knows our sufferings and despair better than we do.   

“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” Psalm 90:12. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod
http://www.christlc.net/
http://www.youtube.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – April 2020 
At the current time, all activities at church are suspended.  We will have online services – 
check our website (Chirstlc.net) for links. During the last week of April, we may have the 

listed activities, depending on future directives.  Stay tuned… 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

10am Lent Service online 
NO Weekday School 
NO Moms’ Bible Study 
 

2 

NO Bells 
7pm – Elders via 
internet 

3 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 

4 

5   Palm Sunday 

NO Bible Study & Sunday School 
9am Divine Service online 
NO Oromo Worship 
NO Adult Information Class 

6 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

7 

No Bible Study 
No Choir 

8 

NO Weekday School 
NO Women’s Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service 

9 

7pm - Maundy 
Thursday online 

10 

No Men’s  
Bible Study 
7pm - Good  
Friday  
Service online 

11 
  

7pm - Easter Vigil 
online 

12   Easter Sunday 
NO Easter Sunrise Service  
NO Easter Breakfast 
9am - Easter Service online 
 
NO Oromo Worship 
NO Adult Information Class 

13 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

14 

No Bible Study 
No Choir 

15 

NO Weekday School 
NO Women’s Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service 

16 

7pm - Board of 
Directors via 
internet 
NO Bells 

17 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - 
Shepherd’s 
Staff 
Deadline 

18 

 

19    

NO Bible Study & Sunday School 
9am Divine Service online 
NO Oromo Worship 
NO Adult Information Class  
NO Centralized Committee Mtgs. 

20 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

21 

No Bible Study 
No Choir 

22 

NO Weekday School 
NO Women’s Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service 

23 

NO Bells 

24 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 

25 

26  Hopefully this will be our schedule! 

8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
3:30pm – Adult Information Class 

27 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

28 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
11:30am - 
Collate Shep. 
Staff 
7:30pm - Choir 

29 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service 

30 

7pm – Bells (?) 
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Acolytes:  8am – Gus Jones  10:45am – Forrest Boynton, Jacob Baker 
Lent Service @ 7pm – 4/1 – Peter Oetting; Maundy Thursday @ 7pm – Connor Henry, Jarien 
Montgomery; Good Friday @ 7pm – Forrest Boynton, Jacob Baker; Easter Vigil @ 7pm – Dallas 
Boeka; Easter @ Sunrise – Chadron Cummins, @ 8am extra – Brian Odegaard, Alex Smith,  
@ 10:45am extra – Peter Oetting, Joseph Winfrey 
  
Head Ushers:   8am – Greg Harrison  10:45am – Howard Gibson 

Ushers:  8am – Chance Pope, John Fairhurst     

  10:45am – Chuck Kimball, Douglas Gibson 

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Daley  10:45am – Lewis 

    Midweek:  29th - Oetting 
   

 

Greeters:   8am – Carl and Vonnie Niederwimmer 10:45am – Rick Birch & Lorie Kuhn 
 

 
Counter:  Susan Moore and Sheryl O’Keefe 

 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   4/1  Oswald/Rothert 

   4/5  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Wittmaier    

   4/6  Moore/Durham          
   4/9  Wittmaier/Howard – Sperl/Steffens/Durham – Duff/Moore/Lewis 

   4/12  Harrison – Durham/Degnan/Moore & Oswald Faller /Wittmaier 

   4/19  Duff/Howard/Daugherty    Wittmaier 

   4/22  Lewis/Wittmaier       

   4/28  Sperl/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

   4/29  Moore       Wittmaier    
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Lorfing 
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Ash Wednesday
1st Sunday in

Lent

2nd Wednesday

in Lent

2nd Sunday in

Lent

3rd Wednesday

in Lent

3rd Sunday in

Lent

4th Wednesday

in Lent

Average for

period

2018 200 199 85 232 107 227 108 168

2019 218 216 123 198 100 238 99 162

2020 216 211 128 171 103 176 0 155

2
0

0

1
9

9

8
5

2
3

2

1
0

7

2
2

7

1
0

8

1
6

8

2
1

8

2
1

6

1
2

3

1
9

8

1
0

0

2
3

8

9
9

1
6

2

2
1

6

2
1

1

1
2

8

1
7

1

1
0

3

1
7

6

0

1
5

5

0

50

100

150

200

250

Weekly Church Attendance
February & March

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Catechism Portion of the Week (see reverse side) 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

March 29th – April 4th – 5th Sunday in Lent 

Verse of the Week: Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before 

Abraham was, I AM.”  John 8 

Catechism Portion of the Week:  1st and 2nd Commandments 

Psalm 43 + Genesis 22:1-14 + Hebrews 9:11-15 + John 8:42-59 
 

April 5th – 11th – Palmarum (Palm Sunday) – HOLY WEEK  

Verse of the Week: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O 

daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your King is coming to 

you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and 

mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  

Zechariah 9 

Catechism Portion of the Week:  3rd and 4th Commandments 

Psalm 22 + Zechariah 9:9-12 + Philippians 2:5-11 + Matthew 26:1-27:66 
 

April 12th – 18th – The Resurrection of our Lord - Easter 

Verse of the Week: But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.   

    1st Corinthians 15 

Catechism Portion of the Week:  5th and 6th Commandments 

Psalm 118 + Job 19:23-27 + 1st Corinthians 5:6-8 + Mark 16:1-8 
 

April 19th – 25th – The 2nd Sunday of Easter 

Verse of the Week: Jesus said “I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good 

Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”  John 10  

Catechism Portion of the Week:  7th & 8th Commandments 

Psalm 23 + Ezekiel 34:11-16 + 1st Peter 2:21-25 + John 10:11-16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 26th – May 2nd – The 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Verse of the Week: Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of His 

name; give to Him glorious praise!  Psalm 66 

Catechism Portion of the Week:  9th & 10th Commandments 

Psalm 146 + Isaiah 40:25-31 + 1st Peter 2:11-20 + John 16:16-22 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 
 

464 The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 



 

A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 2 Cor. 8:7-9:7 
 

Everyone knows that Christians should give to the church.  But a common question 
is: “How much should I give?” What they really mean is this: “Should Christians give a tithe 
of their income to their parish-family?” So, let’s look at why you should or should not tithe. 

Following are some reasons often offered for why Christians shouldn’t give a tithe to 
their church.  Some say you shouldn’t tithe because it isn’t expressly commanded in the New 
Testament. Lacking that command, there is no “Thus saith the Lord” and no “should” for 
giving a tithe to your congregation.  Others say that Christians give to their congregation in 
ways much broader than money. They give of their time and their talents, and these, together 
with treasures (money), add up to more than a tithe.  Still others say they give of their 
treasures to other things besides their congregation, and they want to support those things 
alongside their church.  And there are those who think Christians shouldn’t tithe because of 
fear. If they tithe, they are afraid their gift will be misused, and they are afraid they won’t 
have enough to get the things they use, want, or need. 

Here’s a couple reasons for why Christians should give a tithe to their church: 
+ Even though the New Testament doesn’t specifically command Christians to give a tithe, 
the Old Testament people were commanded to tithe and did. On top of this, St. Paul often 
describes the giving Christians are to do in similar terms as a tithe: a regular and generous 
proportion of the first fruits of their income (1 Cor. 6:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7). 
+ But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old 
Testament? Where did it go? The reason for the Old Testament tithe was to support the 
ministry of the Levites. They were not given any land because they had no time to farm; 
their full-time job was the ministry.  What does it say in the New Testament? “The Lord has 
commanded that those who preach the Gospel should make their living from the Gospel” (1 
Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that Luther put in the Small Catechism’s Table of Duties to cover 
what Christians owe to the support of the ministry. 

It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of 
Christians in their giving. But what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle this? What 
are we to do? 

Let’s answer this by asking another question about something entirely different. What 
would you say to your adult children who only attended church quarterly or once a month? 
There, is after all, no passage in the New Testament that requires Christians to go to church 
weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest we have, and it states simply for Christians to not 
neglect gathering together. Even though there is no passage that commands Christians to 
gather weekly, that is the implicit expectation throughout the Old and New Testaments. It is 
the goal. 

So, what would you say to that son or daughter? I’d expect that conversation would 
be something like this: “I’m glad you’re still going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to 
hear God’s promises of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and to receive His gifts in the Word 
and the Sacraments. But you can do better, and it will only be a blessing to you. There is a 
better way, and I’d really like you to try to attain it.” 

This same conversation is how we should approach the topic of the tithe. It’s not 
specifically commanded in the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit 
expectation of both the Old and New Testaments. So, the church is ecstatic that you’re 
giving when you’re giving in all these ways – time, talents, and treasures. 
 


