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Witness, Mercy, Life Together 
 The February “Pastor’s Page” of The Shepherd’s Staff focused on the “Witness” portion of Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod President Matthew Harrison’s three-fold emphasis for the Church.  In the March issue, 

“Mercy” was described.  This month, our “Life Together” as a family and fellowship in Christ Jesus takes center 

stage.  This last description of the Church’s purpose might need to be fleshed out more than the previous two.  

Allow me to explain… 

 The word for Life Together occurs less in the New Testament than either the word for Witness or Mercy.  

Life Together, which is koinonia in the Greek, is somewhat abstract.  In fact, the term is so broad that at times it 

can be challenging for us to pin it down.  The word means “fellowship” or “participation” (as described by Dr. 

A.B. Collver III in the Jan.2011 issue of The Lutheran Witness, pg. 15).  This is a familiar term to the Church.  

However, due to various uses of the word, confusion on what it means might occur. 

 Fellowship has been used to describe a place (like a room or an area) where people gather to drink coffee, 

eat donuts and socialize.  To use the word koinonia in this way is very broad and somewhat misleading.  

Fellowship is so much more than a room or space at the Church or a way to interact with other people.  Fellowship 

in our Life Together is descriptive of our common faith and life in Christ.   

 The Church’s Life Together, or Fellowship, is life under the cross of Jesus.  Just like for Witness and 

Mercy, the cross is at the center.  Therefore, Life Together includes aspects of the Church’s life such as worship 

and continuity in what we believe, teach and confess together in our faith.  Biblical fellowship unites us in the one 

true faith found in Holy Scriptures.  This is fellowship properly understood in a narrow sense.   

 How we have “fellowship” or “participation” is not difficult to understand.  It is because of Jesus’ work on 

the cross we have Life Together.  “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9).  The Christian has fellowship, participation, or Life Together in Communion 

fellowship, that is, in receiving the true body and blood of Christ in the Lord’s Supper.  The Church has fellowship 

or a Life Together with herself and with individual members who have been made one body in Christ. All in all, 

Christians have fellowship, partnership, or Life Together in carrying out the Witness (martyria) and Mercy 

(diakonia) of the Church.  As the Church lives her Life Together under the cross, opportunities for Witness and 

Mercy abound (TLW, pg. 15). 

 These three, Witness, Mercy and Life Together, engage the Church together in one mission under the cross 

of Jesus Christ.  During Holy Week this month, our focus on the cross will take us to Calvary’s Holy Mountain.  

On Easter Sunday we will proclaim with the Church in our Life Together, “HE IS RISEN!”  We are blessed to be a 

part of it all as His fellow redeemed.  We are blessed Witnesses as Christ has shown Mercy on us and on others 

through us – as well as given us a Life Together today and eternally through Jesus. 

In Christ’s Service.  

Pastor Arnold 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus’ Story is Your Story 
  “But God shows His love for us in that while were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Since, therefore, we 
have been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of God.” (Romans 5:8-9) 
 From start to finish, Jesus did everything just for us.  He made you and me, and when we fell 
from grace, He came as one of us: living and loving and dying and rising and ascending for our 
salvation.  This story is told at length every year on the night before Easter, when the Church meets in 
vigil (or “sacred waiting”, from where we get our English word “vigilant”).  At Christ Lutheran, we will 
keep the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 23rd at 7pm.   By reading one story of salvation after another 
that evening, the most important point is made: Jesus’ story is your story.  
 During the Easter Vigil’s service of readings, salvation’s history is recounted for us.  The first 
reading, the Genesis account names God as creator and sustainer of sun, moon, and stars; land and 
waters; and plants and animals.  Man, whom God made in His own image, is the crown of His creation.  
God called His work very good.  God created you in a wonderful manner, yet in a still more wonderful 
manner, He redeemed you in Christ Jesus.  In Exodus 14 (another Easter Vigil reading), God through 
Moses delivered His people Israel from the hand of Egyptian slavery.  He divided the Red Sea so that 
His people crossed by safely, but their enemies were drowned when the water crashed down upon 
them.  This is Jesus’ story and your story.  By the waters of Holy Baptism into Christ, you die and rise 
with Him and walk in safety through the wilderness of this life. 
 In Deuteronomy 31:10-30, also read on this hallowed evening, God foretells Israel’s future 
rebellion and self-corruption.  In Christ crucified, our terror is turned to joy, our fear is turned to hope, 
and our punishment is turned to salvation.  Finally, the account of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
found in Daniel 3, tells of three young men who remained faithful in worship to the true God and 
forsook their earthly king’s idol.  In his rage, King Nebuchadnezzar threw the men into a fiery furnace 
stoked so hot that those manning it died from the heat! Yet Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego remain 
untouched in the intense flame.  God’s Son protected these faithful young men.  However, Jesus’ 
physical anguish was very real at His crucifixion.  Our Lord describes His death as a Baptism by fire in 
Luke’s Gospel (Lk. 12:49-50).  But Christ protects us in time of testing when we boldly confess His name, 
reject false worship, and live and die in Him who was resurrected for us. 
 The last celebration of Holy Week is actually the first celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord.  
This nighttime celebration is when the whole congregation is invited to remember their Baptism into 
Christ’s death and resurrection.  The remembering of Baptism part of the service follows directly after 
the service of readings (The ancient church actually performed baptisms and confirmations on this 
evening in order that adult converts would be prepared to receive Holy Communion for Easter).          

Jesus’ story is your story in the Easter Vigil.  Please make it a point to join us for the Easter Vigil 

on Saturday, April 23rd at 7pm and understand more fully Paul’s words in his letter to the Romans, 
chap. 6: “For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his.  We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  For one who has died has been set free from sin.  
Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  For the death he died he died to sin, 
once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.  So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.”       
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                 Grades 6-8 

EASTER PREPARATIONS 
Saturday, April 23   9:00-10:30 AM 

SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 6-8)  
are needed to help prepare the Ephphatha Room for the 
Easter Breakfast, and to “stuff eggs” for the annual Easter 
Egg Hunt.  We will begin at 9 AM and should be finished by 
10:30 AM.   
 

 

Little Lambs/Kids For Christ   
                Infant-Kindergarten                                    Grades 1-5                                

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Sunday, April 24  10:15 AM (end of SS) 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ will be given the 
opportunity to enjoy an Easter Egg Hunt during the last 
portion of Sunday School on Easter morning.  Sunday 
School classes will be escorted by LYF Members to their 
respective “Hunt Sites”.  (In past years, Little Lambs hunted 
on the Church’s front lawn and Kids For Christ hunted on 
the Church’s back yard.  The Egg Hunt should be completed 
by 10:30 AM. 
 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                 Grades 6-8 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Sunday, April 24  6:00–10:30 AM 

SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 6-8)  
will be serving the  LYF Easter Breakfast from 7-9 AM and 
running the Little Lambs/Kids For Christ Easter Egg Hunt.  
We will be leaning heavily on all of our SR-LYF Members 
(Gr. 9-12) to serve the Easter Breakfast…especially on those 
who will be traveling to Minnesota this summer.  JR-LYF 
Members will be counted on to “run” the Egg Hunt. 

   

 

 

SR-LYF  
Grades 9-12                           

WHIRLYBALL 
@ POWERPLAY 

Sunday, April 3    1:00-4:30 PM 
Meet at Church at 1:00 PM.  

Whirlyball will be played between 2:00-3:00 PM. 
We’ll go “Out-to-Eat” from 3:00-4:00 PM. 

We’ll return to Church by 4:30 PM 
Bring $$$ to eat. Whirlyball will be free. 

Bring a friend if you’d like. 
Drivers/Adults would be great to have! 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                          Grades 6-8 

FLOAT TRIP  
Thurs. (4:30 PM) – Sat. (Noon) 

June 2 – 3 – 4  
SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 6-8)  
are invited to spend two nights at Heit’s Point Lutheran 
Camp, and to float the Little Niangua River! 
 

Cost for this trip will be $65.00 (for members of Christ) and 
$75.00 for others.  Poster sign-up and deposits of $35.00 
need to be turned in by April 10.  Contact Deacon 
immediately with any questions that you might have. 
 

We will be leaving from our church parking lot on Thursday, 
June 2 no later than 4:30 PM.  We will return to the church 
parking lot between noon and 1:00 PM on Saturday, June 
4.  Chaperones/Drivers are needed!   
 

Two breakfasts and one supper (at Heit’s Point) and one 
grilled lunch (on the river) are provided with the 
$65.00/$75.00 costs.  One other meal will need to be 
purchased by participants (We will stop on Thursday on the 
way to Heit’s Point). We will not stop for lunch, coming 
home, on Saturday. 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


April - June Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am 
April    Joshua Buchholz   Jacob Arnold 
    Mark Buchholz   Michael Marfield 
 Lent Services @7pm: April 6 – Jackson Foutch April 13 – Jordan Trager 
  April 21, Maundy Thursday @ 7pm – Andy Keck, Michael O’Keefe 
  April 22, Good Friday @ 7pm – Austin Hall, Blake Faller 
  April 23, Easter Vigil @ 7pm – Mark Buchholz, Jacob Arnold 
  April 24, Easter Sunday @ 6am – Otto Gaiser, Michael Marfield 
      Easter Sunday @ 8am – Andy Basch, Brayden Basch 
      Easter Sunday @ 10:45am – Matthew Knopp, Johnathon Knopp  
 
May    Trevor Crystal    Michael O’Keefe 
    Blake Faller    Justin Ferguson 
 
June    Michael Kuhn    Johnathon Knopp 
    Trenton Pride    Matthew Knopp 
  June 2, Ascension @ 7pm – Andy Keck 
  June 12, Pentecost @ 10:45am – Jacob Arnold, Trevor Crystal   

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Joshua Buchholz 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal 8am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  

Robby Henrichs 8am  
Nicholas June 10:45am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn 8am  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Michael O’Keefe 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Nicholas Shepherd sub only  
Jordan Trager 8am 

***************************************************************************** 
The following is a portion of a letter from Pastor Paul Bartz of Richfield, MN.  He recently had surgery on his 
jaw as a result of cancer.  Below he briefly describes the surgery and also God’s encouragement in time of 
need.  I thought this is worth sharing in the hopes that, in the midst of our sufferings, we realize our Lord’s 
ever-present providence and grace.  The Lord be with you.  Pr. Arnold 
 

I came home Saturday, but it took a few days to arrange to set up my computer upstairs. As a result of the 
aggressive cancer, most of my jaw, tongue and tissue in between had to be removed. My jaw was rebuilt 
using part of my fibula, meaning I also have five to six weeks of that healing. Although the surgeon says 
that he thinks he got all the cancer (thank God!), he has recommended 6 weeks of radiation. We are getting 
ready for that now, even as my surgery continues to heal. He did note that all the lymph glands in my neck 
were clear of cancer cells. Also in my future is a rebuild of my mouth.  
Permit me a personal reflection here. As each of us looks at our lives up to this point, we have each come to 
realize that there were some surprises in the script that is our lives, as well as some goals in that script 
which the Lord blessed. As we look back, we can all hopefully see our Lord's loving care. But when I looked 
at my life's script (which still has surprises, I'm sure), I don't remember the word "cancer." Oh, yes, like 
everyone else, I knew it was theoretically possible. But theory and actual invasive cancer are two different 
things. Here the Lord provides the meaning of the prayer, "Teach us to number our days." At the same time 
we need to remember, and remind each other, that our Lord's loving care has always been faithful and that 
the victory He has given us has already overcome anything that may be written into any script. 
Again, thanks to all of you for your prayers, which are still coveted.  Pastor Paul A. Bartz 



Midweek Lenten Services 
10 A.M. – Followed by Dessert 

7 P.M. – Preceded by Lenten Supper 
 

This year’s Theme – The Second Article of the Apostle’s Creed: “I Believe in Jesus Christ…” 
In the Small Catechism Luther shares with us an Explanation to what 
the Second Article means.  We will consider a different part of the 
Explanation each of our Midweek Lenten Services. 

 

 April 6th – “Jesus Christ – Purchased and Won ME!” 

 April 13th – “Jesus Christ – That I May Be His Own” 

 

 Maundy Thursday – “Sanctified:  Made Holy by the Body and Blood of Jesus” 

 Good Friday – “And He Descended into Hell…” 

 Holy Saturday/Eater Vigil 

 Easter Sunday – “He Is Risen, INDEED!!” 

 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) went to ‘Nick and Jakes’ in March and had 27 

attendees.  Please join us at Noon on the 19th of April at ‘Corner Café’ in Riverside.  

Contact Joyce White for details and with any questions you have.    

OASIS members will once again supply desserts after the morning Lenten 

Services.   Please join us after our morning Lenten Service for this 

wonderful chance for fellowship. 

 

Missouri District Older Adult Ministry Retreat 

All OASIS members are invited to the Missouri District Older Adult Ministry Retreat to be 

held May 3-4 at Cross Pointe Retreat Center in Rocky Mount, Missouri.  The program will 

include community building activities, topics and a variety of workshops, music and 

fellowship, a banquet and entertainment, and opportunities to make new friends.  For 

more information, see the bulletin board in the Narthex or call 314-317-4556 or email 

Sue.Thompson@mo.lcms.org.  Registration deadline is April 15. 

 

In-As-Much, a subdivision of OASIS, donated the food and served a luncheon to over 100 

guests after the funeral of Gerald Johnson Friday, February 25, 2011. A very special thank-

you to: the following families – Heermann, Manlove, Cox, Scroggins, Easley, Groth, 

Crystal, Harrison, Wilson, Ramos, Basch, Mitchell, Rodriguez, Hogan, Niederwimmer, 

VanWinkle, Morgan, Arnold, Ferguson, Oberhelman, Stewart, Faller, Tatman, Moore, 

Hobbs, Watson, Sittig, Richardson, Chastain, Ketelsen, White, Watts & Froiland. A very 

special thank you to the following people who helped set-up, serve and clean up for the 

luncheon: Rachel Almstedt, Shirley Manlove, Carolyn Hogan, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Mae 

Oberhelman, Dianna Stewart, Jan Sittig, Barbara Chastain & Larry & Heidi Scroggins. If you 

would like to be on the list to be contacted when God calls someone home and the family 

would like a luncheon at church please contact: Heidi Scroggins 816-806-6563 

hscroggins@kc.rr.com or Vonnie Niederwimmer 816436-1880 

touchbyv436@sbcglobal.net.  

mailto:Sue.Thompson@mo.lcms.org
mailto:hscroggins@kc.rr.com
mailto:touchbyv436@sbcglobal.net


 

We get letters   
Christ Lutheran Church, 
I have just received the most splendid of care-packages, thanks to you all.  I find it refreshing that you all so 
kindly accommodate such an undeserving being like myself.  I thank you for being Christ-like and not just 
Christians.  In all sincerity, Junior Mason 
 
Thank you for the college care package sent to me! I am thankful for my church and its members caring so much 
about the college students. God Bless!  -Leanne Daley 
 
To Our Christ Lutheran Parish Family, 
 Words are inadequate to express our deepest thanks to all who have shown their love and support to us 
during this most difficult time since Jerry’s sudden death. Thank you to all who sent cards, food, memorials, made 
visits, helped with the luncheon and attended the visitation and/or funeral.  Thank you for your prayers  . . .  and 
hugs!  The generous care and thoughtfulness from our family at Christ has been a tremendous blessing.   
 There is an enormous hole in our hearts and in our lives as we miss Jerry, but peace and comfort come from 
knowing he is in His Father’s house and the assurance of being reunited with him someday.   
In Christ, 
Brenda, Kara and Corrie Johnson 
  
Dear Brothers and Sisters at Christ Lutheran, 
 It's hard to believe that I'm about half-way finished with my second year of seminary training and that 
vicarage will be here soon.  I have completed a second course in Homiletics (preaching), Church History (medieval 
period), Pastoral Theology, Lutheran Confessions, Greek Readings, and of course, on-going training in field work 
at Zion Lutheran. 
 This coming spring quarter, I will have a second course in Dogmatics, a second course in Lutheran 
Confessions, and two history courses: the Reformation Era and the Medieval Bible in Luther's time. 
Overall, things have been going well here. I have had the privilege of preaching on several occasions at Zion 
Lutheran, which I always enjoy, and there may be a couple opportunities for me to fill-in as guest preacher, and 
Elise as guest organist at another congregation towards the end of March. 
 As far as vicarage is concerned, we put in a request for a local vicarage, which if granted, would hopefully 
allow us to stay put, and save us a couple of moves.  It would also allow us to continue taking advantage of the 
clothing and food co-ops at the seminary, and Elise could continue her organ lessons with Kantor Kevin 
Hildebrand.  Ultimately it's in the Lord's hands, and we will gladly go wherever He deems best. I will officially 
receive my vicarage assignment on May 2nd, so we wait with great anticipation and excitement. 
 The Palmer family continues to do well, as we are always busy with home school and other activities.  
Elise is sophomore in high school and doing great in her studies.  She is doing equally well in her organ training; 
Dana and I are quite proud of her.  John, Lindsay, and Bethany are also great pupils, keeping busy with their 
home school projects and assignments, not to mention piano lessons.  John is also serving as acolyte on a regular 
basis at Zion.  Dana, the amazing homemaker and school teacher, is also serving on the Altar Guild at Zion and 
assisting with the Student Wives Association. 
 Dana and the kids will be in Kansas City in late June to attend my nephew's wedding, so hopefully they 
will be back at Christ Lutheran for a Sunday visit. Unfortunately, I will not be attending, as I will be taking 
summer classes at the seminary, which (for me) are mandatory in order for me to go out on vicarage on schedule. 
 I close with offering sincere, heartfelt thanks for the on-going support the Christ Lutheran family as given 
us over the past couple of years, both prayers and financial.  Your encouragement means so much to us all. 
 May God continue to bless each of you during this Lenten and Eastertide, as we serve our mighty Lord 
and Savior together. 
In His Service, Stan Palmer and Family 



**************************************************************************** 

Spring Work Day 
On Saturday, April 16th, beginning at 8:00 AM we will 
have our Spring Work/Clean-Up Day.  There is much 
work that needs to be done, both inside and outside.  
Please come and help keep our building and grounds in 

good repair.  If we had most of our 
members come, even for just 2 hours, 
think of all that could be accomplished!  
That would be a lot of hours of work.  
Please help us be good stewards of the gifts that God has given 
to us. 
 

 
 

Orchids and Onions 
 

 Orchids – again – for Herb Steffens, David Lackey and Bane Gaiser (and all those involved) for the snow 
removal in late February… before Church Services… before Funeral Services…  All of you who have worked so hard 
to help clear snow this winter are greatly appreciated. 
 Orchids – Thank you to all who came out on a slick Saturday morning in late February to help paint the 
south-end hall and the class rooms.  They were; Phil, Sue, Leanne, Alexis and Olivia Daley, John Fairhurst, Lowell 
and Cindy Smith, Al and Sandi Wilson, Jan Sittig, Rick and Jill Schneider, Ray Fera, Karla Wegner, Lema Easley, 
Bane Gaiser, Jeff and Joey Ferguson, Pastor Froiland, Deacon Buchholz, Herb Steffens, Jacob Arnold and Pastor 
Arnold.  Everyone did a great job.  Thank you. 
 Orchids to Patricia Mitchell for her excellent devotionals for the month of May is the new issue of the Portals 
of Prayer.  Pick up a copy and check them out for yourself.  You can find them on the desk in the Narthex.  Thank 
you, Pat. 
 Orchids to Jacob Arnold and Benjamin Arnold, our two students who had perfect Sunday School attendance 
for the entire winter quarter. 
 Orchids to Trevor Crystal, who achieved the rank of Eagle Scout on February 13th.  Great job, Trevor. 
 Orchids to Susan Gaiser and all of the youth and parents who helped serve the first two Lenten Dinners. 
 Orchids to everyone who supported our youth by attending the Lenten Dinners, and who were so generous in 
their giving.  
 Orchids to Mae Oberhelman who made all the lunches for the Gottesdienst Conference.  Thank you Mae! 
 Orchids to Lowell Smith for working on the door handles around church that don’t seem to be working right.  
Thanks, Lowell, for giving attention to these.   
 Orchids to our bell ringers: Laura Huesers, Lema Easley, Janessa Almstedt, Lisa Rogers, Tonya Cvetan, 
Denice Lackey, Sara Froiland, Shelly and Rachel Pfleiderer, Jan Faller, and Pete Olson (who also directs). 
 Orchids to Andrea and Jacob Arnold who put away the bells after a fantastic hand bell offering on Sunday, 
March 27th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vacation Bible School 2011 
This year VBS will be held July 18-22.  This is a change from the last 2 

years when VBS was held in early June.  With this change 

we are hoping to reach more children who were previously 

in summer school or sports. 

The VBS theme for 2011 is BIG JUNGLE ADVENTURE.  

Lots of fun jungle activities are being planned. 

BIG JUNGLE ADVENTURE registration is open for 

children ages 4 through grade 6. 

Kids meet friends, explore Bible stories, do fun activities, 

sing great songs, make crafts, play games and eat snacks. 

You will be hearing more about registration in the coming months.  Right 

now, we are asking for volunteers.  Most of the teacher positions have 

already been filled.  What we really need are responsible adults and teens 

to lead classrooms to stations around the church. 

We appreciate your prayers for BIG JUNGLE ADVENTURE.  Please ask God to bring children to our 

programs so they can know and grow in Jesus, our Savior!  Please ask God to provide helpers for this 

important mission. 

Call Jan Faller at 858-2502 if you would like to be part of this great 

adventure. 

 

 

50 Years – Pastor Emeritus R.R. Krueger 
As you may have heard, on the afternoon of June 26

th
, we will be celebrating the 50

th
 Anniversary of Pastor 

Krueger’s Ordination into the Office of the Holy Ministry with a pot-luck luncheon and program complete with 

music, stories, pictures, special guests and more! 

In preparation for this event, we are compiling a slide show of pictures, stories, memories and comments about 

how Pastor Krueger has touched the lives of our congregation throughout the years.  If you have pictures or 

comments you would like to pass along to congratulate or share your appreciation for Pastor, we’re inviting you 

to contribute to this special project!  Details on how to share are as follows: 
- Pictures: 

o If pictures are already in digital form, please send them to matt.e.lyons@gmail.com with any 

information you know about the photo (date/year, location, occasion, etc.) 

o If pictures are in physical form (i.e. on photo paper) please place them in an envelope with your name 

and any information you know about the photo (date/year, location, names, occasion/event, etc.).  

Please place the envelope either in the Fellowship mailbox by the pop machine or on Eunice’s desk in 

the church office.  Your pictures will be scanned in digitally and will be returned to you. 

- Stories / Memories / Comments: 

o Email matt.e.lyons@gmail.com OR leave them in the Fellowship mailbox or on Eunice’s desk.  Again, feel 

free to submit anonymously if you prefer. 

More information regarding other event specifics will follow soon. If you’re interested in helping put this event 

together, please let me know.  Feel free to contact Matt Lyons at matt.e.lyons@gmail.com or (816) 304-7023 

with any questions. 

Thanks, everyone, and have a great week! 
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Pre-K News 
Events for April          Topics 
7&8 – Devotions          Easter 
14&15 – Story time with Deacon       Spring 
14 – Easter Egg Hunt         Birds 
18 – Easter Egg Hunt         Insects 
19&20 – Parent/Teacher Conferences      Wind 
21 & 22 – No School – Easter Break 
26 – Onsite field-trip – JoHo Storyteller 
29 – Worm races 
 

A big thank you to Jan and Glenn Sittig for cleaning the fans. 
Thank you goes to Tom Chastain for repairing the ceiling 
tiles. 
Thank you do all the parents who donated items during the 
month of March. 
 

We are currently taking enrollment for the 2011-2012 school 
year for 2, 3, and 5 day classes.  Please contact Belinda Knopp 
for information at 816-741-8031. 
***************************************************************************** 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
March was a celebratory month for Martin Luther Academy.  We had the wonderful 

opportunity to rejoice and praise God for Lutheran schools during National Lutheran 

Schools Week.  We kicked off the week by singing at King of Kings Lutheran 

Church, and then continued on with our festivities throughout the week, ending with 

a whiffle ball game between the teachers and the 8
th

 grade students.  The week was a 

lot of fun and we thank God for Lutheran schools and what they do.  We also had the 

opportunity to have the Northland Chamber of Commerce come to MLA for a ribbon 

cutting ceremony.  During that event we also received a donation from the Monsanto 

Company to help fund the landscaping of our property.  Our final unique celebration 

was our auction.  Mrs. Kathy Chelton coordinated this year’s event, and with the help of so many volunteers, 

the auction was a huge success in bringing in donations to help support the mission and ministry of MLA.  All 

in all, March was quite the festive month, praise God! 

 

Even though we had some special events take place this past month, a much greater celebration will occur this 

month.  Yes, we do many fun and exciting things at MLA all year, but none more important and special than 

remembering, teaching, and proclaiming the life, death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

This message is not only shared during one month, but each day at MLA, again praise God!   

 

So as we seek to share this wonderful Gospel story of our Savior, please continue to pray for the efforts of MLA 

as we reach out to more and more families.  Thank you for all of your support, prayers and gifts.  They are all 

greatly appreciated and needed.  God’s richest blessings to all of you. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Principal Rick Schneider  

816.734.1060 X104; rick.schneider@martinlutheracademy.org; www.martinlutheracademy.org 
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Notes on the Liturgy #5 – Introit, Psalm or Hymn 

Having received Absolution the congregation moves from the time of preparation to that part of the 

worship known as “the service of the Word.” We begin the service of the Word with an Introit, Psalm, or 

Hymn. 

Let’s get into the history of this practice by focusing on that word “introit.” It means “entrance” or 

“beginning”. As Christians moved from a persecuted minority to the official majority they also moved from 

having worship in someone’s home to larger basilicas. This in turn afforded the opportunity to adorn the 

service with liturgical details that would not have been possible in a cramped home church. 

Today the Introit is a little different. As stated above, it comes after the Absolution to begin the service of 

the Word rather than beginning the entire worship service as it did in Celestine’s time. The introit is part 

of the propers of the day. That means it changes from Sunday to Sunday. 

An Introit, Psalm or Hymn is appropriate after the absolution. Having been forgiven, it is natural to 

sing to the Lord as we come into His presence with Thanksgiving. The pastor may show this in a visual 

way by literally “entering” into the chancel during this part of the Liturgy. Prior to this point of the service, 

he would have been outside of the communion rails as a part of the congregation. Now, he may enter into 

the chancel which is the Christian version of the Holy of Holies. A Psalm or Introit is often used because 

the book of Psalms has been the prayer and hymn book of the church since Old Testament times, and it is 

a way in which the saints of all ages are joined together in worshipping the one true God. The Gloria Patri, 

or Glory be to the Father, ends the Introit or Psalm to proclaim beyond a shadow of a doubt to anyone 

present that we are addressing the Triune God in His own words that may be chanted to show how special 

they are. 

 

Notes on the Liturgy #6 — Kyrie & Gloria 

Kyrie means “Lord.” In the Kyrie, we call out “Lord have mercy.” It 

is not specifically a prayer of forgiveness. We already asked for 

forgiveness at the beginning of the service with Confession. We use 

the Kyrie not unlike the way it is used in the Bible–a general call for 

God’s help (Psalm 41:4; Ps 123:3; Matt 17:15, Matthew 15:21). 

The Kyrie should be sung in confidence knowing we have a strong 

and loving God who does indeed come to the aid of His people! This 

pleases God, for He is the one who invites us to call on Him in our 

need (Ps 50:15).  

Having prayed for God’s mercy it is very fitting to go onto the Gloria. “Coming immediately after 

the Kyrie, without a single word between, the Gloria is a response to the Kyrie itself…” (The Lutheran 

Liturgy, L. Reed). The Gloria recalls the angels hymn of praise at the birth of Christ (Luke 2:14). It is 

God’s ultimate answer to our call “Lord have mercy.” In Christ, we have not only forgiveness but also 

fullness of life. Even if the whole world would come to help us in our troubles, if we didn’t have Christ we 

would be truly helpless. On the other hand, even if the whole world is against us and life is most 

miserable, and yet in Christ we know nothing can hinder His deliverance!  

These notes were originally written in 2001 by Pastor David Oberdieck and have been edited. 
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The Fun Time Travelers of Holy Cross would like to inform you of our upcoming 2011 bus 
trips.  The first one will be to St Joseph, Missouri on May 26th for some historic sightseeing, a 
surprise project and a wonderful meal at the “The Gothic House”.  The cost for this trip is 
$47.00.  
Another trip we have planned will be an over-nighter on November 10th – 11th to Branson 
Missouri.  We will have a full 2 days of shows, sightseeing and eating.  The highlight will be 
attending “The Miracle of Christmas”.  We plan to visit the college of the Ozarks and have 
lunch there before we return home.  We have a maximum capacity of 55 travelers so if you 
are interested, please contact one of the Board members.  Cost hasn’t been set for this trip yet. 
If you have any questions or would like to be added to either trip, please contact one of the 
Board members:    Jim & Bonnie Thomsen @ 746-8927      Evelyn Miller @ 452-0493           
Al & Naomi Halstenberg @ 468-5507       or Holy Cross office @ 452-9113 


