
1 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 

April 15, 2022 
 

Witness to Christ’s Passion: John, the Gospel Writer 

 

Our Lord says in the Gospel of St. John, “Before Abraham was, I AM” (John 

8:58).  Jesus identifies Himself as God.  So Christ, as God, made the tree from 

which His cross was carved. Christ, as God, made the minerals from which 

His nails were forged.  So God hung on a cross? God was pierced with a spear? 

A sponge was thrust into God’s face? Dice were tossed at God’s feet? God 

bled? God took nails? Yes. Nails. Blood. Sweat. Tears. Darkness. Three hours 

of darkness! And then death.  But St. John also reminds us at the beginning of 

his Gospel that Good Friday’s darkness is not the end: “The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5). 

 

OPENING VERSICLES 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C      and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C      make haste to help me, O Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of 

 our salvation. 

 

Psalm 22 

P  My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?  Why are You so far 

 from saving Me, from the words of My groaning? 

C  O My God, I cry by day, but You do not answer, and by night, but 

 I find no rest. 
P  Yet You are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

C  In You our fathers trusted; they trusted, and You delivered them. 

P  To You they cried and were rescued; in You they trusted and were not 

 put to  shame. 

C  But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and 

 despised by the people. 
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P  All who see Me mock Me; they make mouths at Me; they wag their 

 heads; 

C  “He trusts in the Lord; let Him deliver Him; let Him rescue Him, 

 for He delights in Him!” 

 

+ REPROACHES + 

REPROACH 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and 

wherein have I offended you? Answer Me. For I have raised you up out 

of the prison house of sin and death, and you have delivered up your 

Redeemer to be scourged. For I have redeemed you from the house of 

bondage, and you have nailed your Savior to the cross. O My people.  

 

C Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 

Redeemer; God eternal, leave us not to bitter death. O Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

The Hymn   “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”   

O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 

 That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 

 Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession- 

 What dark transgression? 

 

They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 

With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee; 

They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; 

They crucify Thee. 

 

Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 

It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 

Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit, 

This I do merit. 
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REPROACH 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and 

wherein have I offended you? Answer Me. For I have conquered all 

your foes, and you have given Me over and delivered Me to those who 

persecute Me. For I have fed you with My Word and refreshed You 

with living water, and you have given Me gall and vinegar to drink. O 

My people. 

C Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 

Redeemer; God eternal, allow us not to lose hope in the face of 

death and hell. O Lord, have mercy. 

 

The Hymn   “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”   

Yet unrequited, Lord, I would not leave Thee; 

I will renounce whate’er doth vex or grieve Thee 

And quench with thoughts of Thee and prayers most lowly 

All fires unholy. 
 

But since my strength will nevermore suffice me 

To crucify desires that still entice me, 

To all good deeds, oh, let Thy Spirit win me 

And reign within me! 
 

I’ll think upon Thy mercy without ceasing, 

That earth’s vain joys to me no more be pleasing; 

To do Thy will shall be my sole endeavor 

Henceforth forever. 

 

REPROACH 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and 

wherein have I offended you? Answer Me. What more could have been 

done for My vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for good 

grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, is this how you thank 

your God? O My people. 
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C Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 

Redeemer; God eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, 

have mercy. 

 

The Hymn   “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”   

Whate’er of earthly good this life may grant me, 

I’ll risk for Thee; no shame, no cross, shall daunt me. 

I shall not fear what man can do to harm me 

Nor death alarm me. 

 

But worthless is my sacrifice, I own it; 

Yet, Lord, for love’s sake Thou wilt not disown it; 

Thou wilt accept my gift in Thy great meekness 

Nor shame my weakness. 

 

And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven 

To me the crown of joy at last is given, 

Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, 

I, too, shall praise Thee. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 53:3-9 (Striken, smitten, and afflicted.) 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but 

delivered Him up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our 

hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in Hi that we fear not the power 

of sin, death, and the devil; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

EPISTLE   Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9   
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PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Merciful and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us 

the pains of the cross and so remove from us the power of the adversary. 

Help us so to remember and give thanks for our Lord’s Passion that we may 

receive forgiveness of sin and redemption from everlasting death; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  John 19:25-37 

 

HYMN      “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”           LSB 450, vv.1-5 
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003445 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

SERMON    John 19:25-37 

 

RESPONSE   “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”           LSB 450, vv.6-7 
 

6 My Savior, be Thou near me 

    When death is at my door; 

Then let Thy presence cheer me, 

    Forsake me nevermore! 

When soul and body languish, 

    O leave me not alone, 

But take away mine anguish 

    By virtue of Thine own! 

 

7 Be Thou my consolation, 

    My shield, when I must die; 

Remind me of Thy passion 

    When my last hour draws nigh. 

Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, 

    Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 

My heart by faith enfold Thee. 

    Who dieth thus dies well. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003445 

 

BIDDING PRAYER  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

First Word:  Luke 23:34 

And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And 

they cast lots to divide his garments. 

(The first candle is extinguished.) 

 

 

Jesus, in Your dying woes,       LSB 447 

Even while Your lifeblood flows, 

Craving pardon for Your foes: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Savior, for our pardon sue 

When our sins Your pangs renew, 

For we know not what we do: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 
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Oh, may we, who mercy need, 

Be like You in heart and deed, 

When with wrong our spirits bleed: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 

Second Word:  Luke 23:43 

And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise.” 

(The second candle is extinguished.) 

 

Jesus, pitying the sighs 

Of the thief, who near You dies, 

Promising him paradise: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

May we in our guilt and shame 

Still Your love and mercy claim, 

Calling humbly on Your name: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

May our hearts to You incline 

And their thoughts Your cross entwine. 

Cheer our souls with hope divine: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Third Word:  John 19:26-27 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 

he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the 

disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her 

to his own home. 
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(The third candle is extinguished.) 

 

Jesus, loving to the end 

Her whose heart Your sorrows rend, 

And Your dearest human friend: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

May we in Your sorrows share, 

For Your sake all peril dare, 

And enjoy Your tender care: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

May we all Your loved ones be, 

All one holy family, 

Loving, since Your love we see: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Fourth Word:  Matthew 27:46 

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, 

lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”     

 

(The fourth candle is extinguished.) 

 

Jesus, whelmed in fears unknown, 

With our evil left alone, 

While no light from heav’n is shown: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

When we seem in vain to pray 

And our hope seems far away, 

In the darkness be our stay: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 



10 
 

Though no Father seem to hear, 

Though no light our spirits cheer, 

May we know that God is near: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

 

Fifth Word:  John 19:28 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the 

Scripture), “I thirst.” 

(The fifth candle is extinguished.) 

 

Jesus, in Your thirst and pain, 

While Your wounds Your lifeblood drain, 

Thirsting more our love to gain: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Thirst for us in mercy still; 

All Your holy work fulfill; 

Satisfy Your loving will: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

May we thirst Your love to know. 

Lead us in our sin and woe 

Where the healing waters flow: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 

Sixth Word:  John 19:30 

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

(The sixth candle is extinguished.) 
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Jesus, all our ransom paid, 

All Your Father’s will obeyed; 

By Your suff’rings perfect made: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Save us in our soul’s distress; 

Be our help to cheer and bless 

While we grow in holiness: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Brighten all our heav’nward way 

With an ever holier ray 

Till we pass to perfect day: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 

Seventh Word:  Luke 23:46 

Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 

commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 

 

 (The seventh candle is extinguished.) 

 

Jesus, all Your labor vast, 

All Your woe and conflict past, 

Yielding up Your soul at last: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

When the death shades round us low’r, 

Guard us from the tempter’s pow’r, 

Keep us in that trial hour: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 
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May Your life and death supply 

Grace to live and grace to die, 

Grace to reach the home on high: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

P Merciful and everlasting God, who has not spared Your only Son, but 

 delivered Him up for us all, that He might bear our sins upon the 

 cross; grant  that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in 

 Him that we may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the 

 same, Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

CHOIR    “When Hope Fell Silent”   

…one solitary light remains, the flickering Life of Jesus Christ; 

He is carried to The Tomb; Jesus Christ died for us!... the toll 

is struck once for each of His thirty-three years among us, and, 

then… the tomb is sealed with the closing of the Gospel Book 

(strepitus) 

 

THE PAX DOMINI 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Explanation of the Tenebrae Service 

The latter part of this service is patterned after the ancient office of Tenebrae.  

The word “tenebrae” means darkness.  The purpose of the service is to impress 

upon us the terrible reality of sin, which caused our Savior to die for us. 

The Exit of the Christ Candle signifies Christ’s death and burial.  The sound 

of a loud noise (the strepitus) signifies that with the sealed tomb, the meaning 

of the cross is fulfilled, the sacrifice completed.  The Christ Candle is not 

extinguished at any time during the service, as it is symbolic of the eternal 

light of God’s love. 


