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The Feast of St. Stephen 

December 26, 2021 

Divine Service III – 10:45AM 
 

 

 

Today the Church remembers St. Stephen, the first martyr after Christ’s 

ascension. His confession recalled the stiff-necked, uncircumcised hearts and ears 

of Judah that would not receive the Righteous One (Acts 7:51–52).  But as his body 

was being stoned and his spirit received by the Lord Jesus, Stephen cried, “Lord, 

do not hold this sin against them” (Acts 7:59–60), bearing witness to the One who 

also said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).  On 

this second day of Christmas, our thoughts are already directed to Christ’s atoning 

death to save rebels like us, and to the vision Stephen saw: Heaven is open to us, 

Christ is reigning at God’s right hand, and no sin, death or foe can stop Him. 

 

389 Let All Together Praise Our God 
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5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 
 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003445 

 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. (sung) 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. (sung) 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (sung) 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, 

word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, 

have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 

Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and 
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true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 

Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on 

His name He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them 

His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit  
These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes 

and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 

 
 

Kyrie  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you.  

 
P Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, in the midst of our sufferings for the sake of Christ 

grant us grace to follow the example of the first martyr, Stephen, that we also may look 

to the One who suffered and was crucified on our behalf and pray for those who do us 

wrong; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 

Old Testament Reading – 2 Chronicles 24:17-22 
 17Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and paid homage 

to the king. Then the king listened to them. 18And they abandoned the house of the 

Lord, the God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols. And wrath came 

upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. 19Yet he sent prophets among them to 

bring them back to the Lord. These testified against them, but they would not pay 

attention. 
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 20Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and 

he stood above the people, and said to them, “Thus says God, ‘Why do you break the 

commandments of the Lord, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the 

Lord, he has forsaken you.’” 21But they conspired against him, and by command of the 

king they stoned him with stones in the court of the house of the Lord. 22Thus Joash the 

king did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, had shown him, 

but killed his son. And when he was dying, he said, “May the Lord see and avenge!” 

  P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle – Acts 6:8-7:2a, 51-60 
     8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among 

the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 

was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia 

and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10But they could not withstand the 

wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11Then they secretly instigated men 

who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 
12And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him 

and seized him and brought him before the council, 13and they set up false witnesses 

who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 
14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will 

change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15And gazing at him, all who sat in the 

council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

 1And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2And Stephen said: 

 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 

 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 

Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers 

persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 

Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the 

law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at 

him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 

opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out 

with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast 

him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 

feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 
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“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 

asleep. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia  

Alleluia. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. Alleluia. 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel – Matthew 23:34-39 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 23rd chapter. 

   

 34[Jesus said:] “Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of 

whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and 

persecute from town to town, 35so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on 

earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, 

whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36Truly, I say to you, all these 

things will come upon this generation. 

 37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 

are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers 

her brood under her wings, and you would not! 38See, your house is left to you desolate. 
39For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord.’” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

661 The Son of God Goes Forth to War 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon – Matthew 23:34-39 

 

Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 
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Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

Collect 

P  Let us pray: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them 

that, by patience and comfort of your Holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 

the blessed hope of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  (sung) 

 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

Chimed Prayer - 661 
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The Staff at Christ Lutheran 
 

Rev. Dr. Tyler C. Arnold, Senior Pastor (prarnold@chirstlc.com) 

Rev. Brandon J. Froiland, Assistant Pastor (prfroiland@christlc.com) 

Rev. Abdi Selbana, Assistant Pastor to the Oromo Mission (abdimegerssa@gmail.com) 

Mr. David A. Buchholz, Deacon (dcnbuchholz@christlc.com) 
 

Sunday Divine Services – 8:00am and 10:45am 

Sunday School/Teen/Adult Classes – 9:30am 

Wednesday Service – 7:00pm 

  

Services with Holy Communion  

1st & 3rd Sunday – 10:45am; 2nd & 4th Sunday – 8:00am; 1st & 3rd Wednesday – 7:00pm 

(In-home and hospital Communion - upon request) 

    

Weekday School - Wednesday (Grade One through Confirmation) – 4:30pm 

(coincides with school year) 
  

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
A Lutheran Pre-K for potty trained 2, 3, 4, and 5 year old children with full and part-time 

classes available.  We also offer before and after school care for children enrolled in our 

program.  Please contact the school office at 816.741.8031 or email Kristina Fredde, Pre-

K director at christpk@christlc.com. 

 

Martin Luther Academy 
A Lutheran school for children grades K-8 at 7112 N. Overland Dr. KCMO 64151.   

816.734.1060  Web:  www.martinlutheracademy.org   Scott Dixon, Principal  

 

 

Our Ongoing Prayers this Week 

Liz Kimball 

Blake Faller  

Joyce White  

Pat Thielen 

Bryan Moore  

Lisa Reck (mother of Sara Schelp)  

Rick Lorfing (brother-in-law of Julie)   

Oskar Schroeder (brother of Lilli Hobbs)  

Dorothy Gerdes (mother of Cindy Smith)  

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/
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Karrie Beisel (daughter-in-law to Ed & Bobbie)  

Marlene Leimkuehler (mother of Duane)  

Karen Nowlin (relative to Greg Nowlin)  

Diane Tebbenkamp and Roger Burke (sister and brother of Wilma Chandler)   

Warren Stulac (grandson of Carol Houghtlin)  

Karen (friend of Alicia Scott)  

Nancy Johnson (sister of Pat Toillion)  

Craig and Karen Calnan (friends of Cindy and Lowell Smith)  

Bob Marriott (father of Jeff) 

Greg Goodson  

John Vincenti  

Wayne Jobe 

Raymond Kaminski II 

Resi Dammann 

Carl and Mary Folkerts (father and mother of Carla Jones) 

 

In Our Prayers this Week  The family of Rev. Dr. Harold Senkbeil at the death of his 

wife, Jane; Terry Rose (father of Shelly Pfleiderer), regarding health concerns. 

 

Baptismal Anniversaries Connor Henry (12/26); Brian Repplinger, Nathan Lingle, 

Lauren Grace (12/27); Cole Houghtlin (12/29); Lisa Rogers, Otto Gaiser (12/30); Trevor 

Crystal, Kevin Cox (12/31); Charles Clark, Suzan Crystal-Unruh, Janet Jones, Emily 

Finley, Sheryl O’Keefe, Tim Oetting, Chad Rea, John Clark, Travis Clark (1); Lilli Hobbs, 

Mark Sperl, Tammy Raines, Miranda Raines-Zeigler, Adeline Froiland (1/1) 
 

Wedding Anniversaries  Doug and Sarah DeLay (12/27); Rebekah and Will Sanders 

(12/28); Gregg and Marti Harrison (12/29); Wayne and Melanie Jobe, Emily and James 

Finley (12/31); Ed and Bobbi Beisel (1/1) 
 

For Our Students  Julia Almstedt, Jacob Baker, Brandon Cuda, Emma Dammann, Ginna 

Dammann, Amy Eberth, Tarryn Fredde, Thomas Henrichs, Connor Henry, Greta Jones, 

Joshua Keller, Lauren Keller, Evan Oathout, Samantha Oathout, Tyler Pride, Joe Ramos, 

Kaitlyn Smith, Grayson Spidle, Anne Thomas, Sarah Waller 

 

Those in the Military   Ben Arnold, Madeline Beck, Aaron Cockriel, Shelan Kaky, 

Matthew Patrick 
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  This Week at Christ Lutheran   

Tuesday NO Bible Study  

Wednesday NO Weekday School  

 NO Women’s Bible Study 

 NO Midweek Service 

Friday NO Men’s Bible Study 

 7pm New Year’s Eve Service - Lord’s Supper 

Sunday Installation of Board of Directors at Both Services 

 8am Divine Service  

 9am Fellowship 

 9:30am Bible Study & Sunday School  

 10:45am Divine Service – LS   

 Noon Oromo Worship 
 

 

Join us for our New Year’s Eve Service on the 31st at 7:00PM. 

January is just around the corner which means the ladies from Christ Lutheran will be 

back to playing Bunco soon.  We will meet the second Monday of each month.  Our first 

game night will be January 10, 2022 at 6 p.m.  Please email Janet Jones at 

janetljones9@gmail.com so she can start a list of participants and also have a head count 

for our first game night.  She will send out a group email with more details as we get closer 

to the date. 

Please take your 2022 offering envelopes – thanks! 

January 9, 2022 – SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ice Skating at Crown Center:  LYF members, 

their friends, and parents/drivers are invited to travel to Crown Center’s Ice Terrace for 60 

minutes of ice skating.  We will leave from church at 5:30 PM (tell Deacon if you plan to 

meet the group instead) and try to get on the ice as soon as close to 6:00 PM as possible. 

After skating we will grab a bite to eat at Pizza 51, then drive thru the Plaza to see the 

Christmas lights one last time for the season.  $ 10.00 per-person will cover ALL expenses.  

Please sign-up:  poster in the Fellowship Commons. 

January 16, 2022 – ALL-Youth and Family Games Night:   Bring your favorite Board 

Games and a snack to share for this fun night at church!  Doors will open a little before 

6:00 PM.  We have a few large group games for all before having age-appropriate games 

available to be played in small groups.   

mailto:janetljones9@gmail.com
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February 6, 2022 – 12th Annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser:   Sign-ups have begun!  Please 

limit your teams to having no more than 8 persons per team.  Details can be found on the 

poster inside the Fellowship Commons.  Please sign-up TODAY!  

February 19-21, 2022 – SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ski Trip Sign-Up:  The annual LYF Ski Trip 

to Chestnut Mountain in Galena, Illinois will take place Saturday, February 19 thru 

Monday, February 21, 2022.  Sign-up may continue as long as accommodations are still 

available.  See Deacon immediately if you have any questions. 

 

Christ Lutheran at Prayer 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

The Feast of St. Stephen  -     December 26, 2021 – January 1, 2022 

 

Catechism - Portion of the Week 

Luther’s Small Catechism  

The Lord’s Prayer – 6th Petition with Meaning 

 

Readings and Bible Study for the Week 

 Monday Isaiah 51:17-52:12; Matthew 2:1-12 

  1 Samuel 2:1-11 – Hannah’s Prayer 

 Tuesday Isaiah 52:13-54:10; Matthew 2:13-23 

  1 Samuel 2:12-21 – Eli’s Worthless Sons 

 Wednesday Isaiah 55:1-13; Luke 1:1-25 

                 1 Samuel 2-26 – Eli Rebukes His Sons 

 Thursday Isaiah 58:1-59:3, 14-21; Luke 1:26-38 

                1 Samuel 2:27-36 – The Lord Rejects Eli’s Household 

 Friday             Isaiah 60:1-22; Luke 1:39-56 

           1 Samuel 3:1-21 – The Lord Calls Samuel  

 Saturday Isaiah 61:1-11; Luke 1:57-80 

 

Next Week – Second Sunday after Christmas 

The Readings   

 First Reading Genesis 46:1-7 

 Epistle  1 Peter 4:12-19 

 Gospel  Matthew 2:13-23 

 


