
1 

 

The Installation of  

Pastor Abdi Megerssa Selbana,  

Assistant Pastor to the Oromo Mission 

March 28, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
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A Silent Prayer upon entering Church. 
 

Processional Hymn - 656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 



3 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit  

But you, O Lord, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to my aid! Save me 
from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen! 

 

 
Kyrie  
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Gloria in Excelsis - omitted  

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 
upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we 
may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers 
of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever. 

 
 

First Reading – Acts 15:5-12 
5 But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is 

necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 
6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And after 

there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you 
know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the 
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the 
heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to 
us, 9 and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their 
hearts by faith. 10 Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a 
yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to 
bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus, just as they will.” 

12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related 
what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Oromo Choir 

Epistle Reading – Galatians 2:1-10 

 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus 
along with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though 
privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the 
Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain. 3 But even 
Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a 
Greek. 4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy 
out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into 
slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth 
of the gospel might be preserved for you. 6 And from those who seemed to be 
influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—
those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 On the contrary, when 
they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter 
had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked through 
Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to 
the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to 
Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the 
circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to 
do. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Tract 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from 
the words of my groaning? In you our fathers have trusted; they trusted, and you 
delivered them. To you they cried and were rescued; in you they have trusted and were 
not put to shame. 

 

Holy Gospel – Matthew 16:13-19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

   

 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some 
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say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried.   

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 
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     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke 

by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

647 Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003445 
Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon  Matthew 16:13-19 

 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

498 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Rite of Installation 
 
498 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus  
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Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

  



11 

 

Distribution 
 

644 The Church’s One Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Nunc Dimittis  
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Thanksgiving  
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Benedicamus  
P Bless we the Lord. 
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Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Abdi Mergerssa Selbana 

 
 I, Abdi Mergerssa Selbana, was born in a rural city of Ethiopia called Nekemte on November 

30th, 1966. My parents became followers of Christ before I was born. I was baptized in Dalo 

Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus on February 20, 1967. I was confirmed in 1986 and 

got a call from my congregation to be an evangelist at the same year of my confirmation. Then I 

got a call from the Central Ethiopia Synod/District in 1993 to be an outreach work coordinator. 

During my ministry in Central Ethiopia Synod, with the grace of God, I was able to establish 400 

churches and reached out to about a million people with the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In 2000, I was sent to Mekane Yesus Seminary in Ethiopia for four years to study theology. I 

graduated in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree. 

 I was ordained on August 7, 2016 in Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. In 2018 I 

began work with the Kansas City Oromo Evangelical Church in Kansas City, MO. I was a member 

of Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. I passed my colloquy interview/examination into 

the LCMS ministry in September, 2020 and was placed as Assistant Pastor at Christ Lutheran 

Church in February by the LCMS Council of Presidents. The Oromo congregation I serve at Christ 

Lutheran plans to charter as an LCMS congregation this year. I am married to Feven Aldiga and 

we have two children, Nafsif and Bisi. 
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