
New Year’s Eve December 31, 2020             7:00pm 
 

The Hymn - 899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–3, 5) and tune: Public domain 

Text (st. 4) and tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003445 

 

Corporate Confession of Sins and Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Exhortation 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 



 

Confessional Address 

P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

in which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood to drink. 

Therefore, it is proper that we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for 

this holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled 

because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and 

thirst for righteousness. 
 

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, 

from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has 

had mercy on us. For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole 

will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we 

deserve. 
 

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy 

living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and 

all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into 

Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and 

forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness 

and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 
 

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and 

promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
 

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered 

for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we 

take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as 

He has loved us. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this 

one bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many 

grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in 

Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 
 

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, 

accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 
P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for the sake 

of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

Confession of Sins 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 



innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 
P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes.  

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 

Absolution 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Blessing 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, 

soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you 

is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 
 

The Hymn -  883 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

 

 

 
 

5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 

Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 

No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 



D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

The Psalmody - Psalm 90:1-12 

P Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

C in all generations. 

P Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

C from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

P You return man to dust 

C and say, “Return, O children of man!” 

P for a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, 

C or as a watch in the night. 

P You sweep them away as with a flood; 

C they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning: 
P in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

C in the evening it fades and withers. 

P For we are brought to an end by your anger; 

C by your wrath we are dismayed. 

P You have set our iniquities before you, 

C our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

P For all our days pass away under your wrath; 

C we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

P The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; 

C yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

P Who considers the power of your anger, 

C and your wrath according to the fear of you? 

P So teach us to number our days 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C and with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray… 

 

The Collect for 2020 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect for 2021 

C Amen. 

 

 



The Old Testament  -  Isaiah 30:15-17 
8And now, go, write it before them on a tablet 

 and inscribe it in a book, 

that it may be for the time to come 

 as a witness forever. 
9For they are a rebellious people, 

 lying children, 

children unwilling to hear 

 the instruction of the LORD; 
10who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 

 and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; 

speak to us smooth things, 

 prophesy illusions, 
11leave the way, turn aside from the path, 

 let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 
12Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 

“Because you despise this word 

 and trust in oppression and perverseness 

 and rely on them, 
13therefore this iniquity shall be to you 

 like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, 

 whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 
14and its breaking is like that of a potter’s vessel 

 that is smashed so ruthlessly 

that among its fragments not a shard is found 

 with which to take fire from the hearth, 

 or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 
15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 

“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 

 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 

But you were unwilling, 16and you said, 

“No! We will flee upon horses”; 

 therefore you shall flee away; 

and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 

 therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 

 at the threat of five you shall flee, 

till you are left 

 like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 

 like a signal on a hill. 

 

The Epistle - Romans 8:31b-39 

 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave 

him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall 



bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? 

Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, 

or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I 

am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

The Holy Gospel  -  Luke 2:25-40 
 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 

him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 

before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the 

Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and 

rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through 

your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 

virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 

temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very 

hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. 

 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 

returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Hymn - 726 Evening and Morning 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text (sts. 3–4): © 1930 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003445 

Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 

 

The Sermon - Luke 2:25-40 

 

The Nicene Creed   

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 



     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 

spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers  

 Response to each petition:   

P Now and in the New Year… 

C Lord, be with us. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary …. evermore praising You and singing: 

 Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross.    

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord   

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  



P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and 

to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 

death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

The Pax Domini  

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  (sung) 

 

The Distribution Hymn  895 Now Thank We All Our God 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Benedicamus  

P Bless we the Lord! 

C (Sung most loudly)  Thanks be to God!!! 
 

The Benediction  

C Amen, Amen, Amen!  (sung) 
 

The Chimed Prayer                        #899 
 


