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Christ Lutheran Church 

Platte Woods, MO                                 December 25, 2020 

Christmas Day 

The Festival Order of Holy Communion 
 

 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb, 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail th’ incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell; Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace!  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild he leaves His throne on high, born that man no more may die; 

Born to raise the sons of earth; born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

THE INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.   

P: If we say we have not sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

THE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION   

P: Let us confess our sins to God, our merciful Father. 

C: O heavenly Father, the angels on the first Christmas heralded the  message of peace, 

yet we often feel no peace in our world, in our homes, and in our hearts; cradled in the 

hay of the manger, we see love incarnate yet we have failed to show Your love; You have 

given us good news of great joy in the birth of Your Son, yet we know that we have lived 

as if there were no Christmas.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us,  renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for  His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I, therefore, forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  (sung) 

 

THE INTROIT  Psalm 98   

P:   The Lord has made His salvation known; 

C: He has remembered His love and faithfulness. 

P: And all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

C: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  Burst into jubilant song. 

 

(sung) 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

P:   Let the sea resound and all that is in it, 

C: The world, and all who live in it. 

P:   Let the rivers clap their hand,  

C: Let the mountains sing together for joy, 
 

(sung)  

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

 

P:   Let them sing before the Lord. 

C: He comes to judge the earth.   

P:   He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

C: Shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 
 

(sung) 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
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THE SALUTATION & COLLECT (spoken) 

P: The newborn King be with you. 

C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Grant, almighty God, that the birth of Your only-begotton Son in human 

flesh may set us free, who through sin are held in bondage; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C.   Amen. 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Micah 5:2-5a 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE EPISTLE:  Titus 3:4-7 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
THE GOSPEL CELEBRATION:  Luke 2:1-20 

  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 Come and behold Him  Born the king of angels; 

 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be taxed.  (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out 

of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because 

he was of the house and lineage of David):   To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being 

great with child.   And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 

should be delivered.   And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 

clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.  

 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”   

 O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

 Yet in thy darkness shineth the everlasting Light; 

 The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

 For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 

       While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondr’ing love. 

 O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth 

 And praises sing to God, the King, and peace to men on earth. 
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And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.   And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 

find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.   

 

  “Angels We Have Heard on High”  

Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

    Echoing their joyous strains.  Refrain  

 

Refrain    Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

    Which inspire your heav’nly song?  Refrain  

 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

    Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Refrain  

 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  And it came to pass, as 

the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now 

go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 

known unto us.  And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 

manger.   And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 

concerning this child.  And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by 

the shepherds.   But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.  And the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 

unto them. 

  

  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”   

 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 

    From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming 

    As prophets long have sung, 

It came, a flow’ret bright, 

    Amid the cold of winter, 

When half-spent was the night. 
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 Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 

    The rose I have in mind; 

With Mary we behold it, 

    The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 

    She bore to us a Savior, 

When half-spent was the night. 

 

 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender 

    With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 

    The darkness ev’rywhere. 

True man, yet very God, 

    From sin and death He saves us 

And lightens ev’ry load. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

THE SERMON      

 

NICENE CREED       

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have chosen to send Your only-begotten Son into 

the world, born of the Virgin Mary, to be clothed in our human flesh, to redeem us from 

sin and death. 

C: This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
P: You laid down Your sweet head in humble circumstances while Bethlehem ignored Your 

birth. Grant mercy to all who humbly confess their sins, so that those who are humbled 

might be lifted up in Your presence. 

C: He lies in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding. 

P: Forgive us that we have so often relegated Your coming to the stable of our concerns, 

preferring to focus on the hustle and bustle of life rather than to receive You in faith. 

C: Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

P: You did not cry for Your own sake, but You wept over us with deep concern. Hold us to 

Your breast when we sorrow and weep over sin, that through Your love we might see 

Your joy through our suffering. 

C: Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you. 

P: You have come near to Your people in the preaching of Your incarnation. Continue to 

grant such proclamation that gives life to Your people, though we have not deserved it. 

C: The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

P: Protect and prosper the preaching of the Gospel that creates and sustains faith. By Your 

Means of Grace, place us with You, comforted and secure, on the lap of Mary. 

C: Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 

P: Send Your Spirit to lead us back to the font, that we might repent of our sins and receive 

Your healing power in Holy Absolution. Through our pastors, You have spoken gracious 

words of forgiveness to relieve us of the terrible burden of sin. 

C: Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 



7 
 

P: This day You offer Your body and blood to us poor sinners as the ultimate Christmas 

feast. You come among us as both Offerer and Offering at our altar. Grant that we might 

receive this feast in faith for the forgiveness of sins and the certainty of eternal salvation. 

C: Joy, joy, for Christ is born,  

The babe, the son of Mary! 

C: Amen. 

 

 

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE: “From Heav’n Above”   

 “From heav’n above to earth I come 

To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 

Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 “To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child of lowly birth 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, 

Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be 

From all your sins to set you free. 

 “He will on you the gifts bestow 

Prepared by God for all below, 

That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 

You may with us His glory share. 

 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 

The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 

By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 

Service of the Sacrament 
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Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out 

of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming 

obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from 

eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus  
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Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He 

took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  
 

Agnus Dei  
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THE DISTRIBUTION   

   Now Sing We, Now Rejoice   

Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

     He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

     Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

     Thou my Savior art! 

     Thou my Savior art! 

 

Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 

     Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

     Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

 

Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 

     Death was reigning o’er us  

Through sin and vanity 

     Till He opened for us  

A bright eternity.  

     May we praise Him there! 

     May we praise Him there! 

 

HYMN   “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

    To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

    Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

    Who have found His favor. 
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 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

    Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

    Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

    All the hills were ringing. 

 

 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
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THANKSGIVING & PRAYER 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 
 
P Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

 

SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS            
P The Lord be with you. 

  

 

P Bless we the Lord. 

  

 

THE BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

CHIMED PRAYER                #370 

 


