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Christ Lutheran Church        

Platte Woods, MO         

 

 
 

 

Reformation Service      

October 25, 2020 
 

Welcome to Christ Parish!  We greet you in God’s name as you join with one another 

to worship and praise our crucified yet living Savior, Jesus Christ.  We invite you to 

worship with us again. 

DIVINE SERVICE V, OUR REFORMATION CELEBRATION, is based upon Martin Luther’s 

German Mass (Deutsche Messe) of 1526.  Up to this time, the service had been in Latin, 

a language unknown to the common folk.  Therefore, Luther translated the mass into 

German.  He fashioned the service around various hymnic settings of the mass, in order 

that it may be sung by the laity.  The Service of the Sacrament is taken mostly from Divine 

Service III. 

The first half of the service today will be done similarly to the way it would have been 

done in Luther’s time, with several exceptions: 

The German Mass of 1526 contained no confession and absolution, but began with the 
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Processional Hymn and Introit.  The reason is that it was common practice – encouraged 

to be retained by Luther himself – that private confession must be given before 

attendance at the Sacrament.  The General Corporate Confession, as is commonplace in 

our services today, was considered heretical in Luther’s time. 

The closing collect, spoken by the congregation today, would have been chanted by the 

pastor.  The Post-Communion Collect was written by Luther as part of his 1526 Mass.  

The Introit in this Service would have been chanted either by the choir or by the pastor.  

Luther also gave directions that the Words of Institution and Scripture readings should 

be chanted. 

One other notable change from the practice of Luther’s day:  because there were no 

pews in the churches, the congregation stood for the entire service.  We hope no one 

minds that directions to be seated are included in our service today. 

It is our prayer that on this Reformation Day, the use of this service of Dr. Martin Luther, 

will aid our worship and inspire us having been “justified by faith, apart from observing 

the law,” to live our lives for our Savior and Redeemer. 

Confirmation Day.  At our 10:45 A.M. Service, we will welcome our eight new youth 

confirmands. Please see the insert for more information. 
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ORGAN AND FLUTE PRELUDE – “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

 

+ THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION + 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN - A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 
Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P:  Let us pray together: 

C Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of Your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for You alone.  Give us the power of Your Holy 

Spirit that we may attend to Your Word, confess our sins, receive Your 

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and our 

Redeemer.  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another: 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 

fault, by my own fault, by my own grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty 

to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.  

Amen. 

P:  God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 

P:  In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT – Psalm 46  

P  God is our refuge and strength, 

C a very present help in trouble. 

P  Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

C though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 

P though its waters roar and foam, 

C though the mountains tremble at its swelling.  

P  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

C the holy habitation of the Most High. 
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P  God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

C God will help her when morning dawns. 

P  The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

C he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

P  The LORD of hosts is with us; 

C the God of Jacob is our fortress.  

P  Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

C how he has brought desolations on the earth. 

P  He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

C he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 

P “Be still, and know that I am God. 

C I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” 

P  The LORD of hosts is with us; 

C the God of Jacob is our fortress.  

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

SALUTATION and COLLECT 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray: 

 Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people.  

Keep them steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort them in all 

temptations, defend them against all enemies of Your Word, and bestow on the Church 

Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 

 

632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 
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FIRST READING:  Revelation 14:6-7 

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to 

those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he 

said with a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment 

has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 

water." 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HAND BELLS 

 

EPISTLE READING:  Romans 3:19-28 

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole  

world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be 

justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.  

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 

the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith 

in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  

For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 

show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 

former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 

works of the law. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th Chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 

my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They 

answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 

How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to 

sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.  So if the 

Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN:  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
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SERMON:  John 8:31-36 

 

NICENE CREED    

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
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     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 

the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

10:45 A.M. Service – Rite of Confirmation  (we are seated) 
 

PRAYERS: 

P Only in faith, O God, do we come to You in prayer, for we pray  believing-believing 

that You will answer our prayer, believing that Your will is best for us, believing that 

You desire us to  pray.  Today we thank You for all reformers, for people who have 

taken a stand for Your truth and have had the boldness to proclaim Your truth to the 

world.  For those like Martin  Luther, who even risked death, but trusted in You as their 

mighty fortress, we thank You, O God.  Help us also to take a bold stand for You in our 

often evil world. 

C We pray in faith, O Lord. 
 

P For the gift of grace, O Lord, for freely given forgiveness, based on Your great love, 

love shown to us in Jesus Christ, we thank You.  Since not only are we saved by grace 

but we live by grace. Today we ask a special measure of Your grace upon those we 

name in our hearts now...We ask that Your will be done. 

C We pray in faith, O Lord. 
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P For the Holy Scriptures, we give You thanks, O Lord.  They are truly a lamp to our 

feet and a light to our path.  They reveal to us Your holiness and wrath by which we 

stand condemned, but show more of Your love and mercy by which we stand justified.  

May Your Word continue to strengthen our faith and guide our living. 

C We pray in faith, O Lord. 
 

P And we pray in the name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE - Salvation unto Us Has Come 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 
Public domain 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
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Preface 

 

   

 

  

  

  
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who are in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

+ body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also 

He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made  

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, For You have paid my ransom. 
 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, And I shall never perish. 
 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, No comfort and no blessing. 
 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply  

    The proof that faith is living. 
 

10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 
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    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love;  

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 
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DISMISSAL 

P The body and blood of our Lord strengthen and preserve you steadfast in the true 

faith to life everlasting.  Go in His peace. 

C Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray together: 

C We give thanks to You, Almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward  one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one  God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen.  (sung) 
 

CHIMED PRAYER: Hymn 656 

 


