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Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission, Gualala 
Special Sunday Liturgy during Coronavirus Quarantine 
October 18, 2020: The Season after Pentecost, Year A 

 
All are invited, if able, to print a copy of this document and join in the common 

responses and prayers when viewing this the service. 
 

Officiating: The Rev. Dr. Herbert Anderson 
Readers and Musicians: Lamar, Robin, Mimi and Pat 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God 

 
 

Welcome to Worship by The Rev. Dr. Herbert Anderson 
 

 
Confession and Forgiveness  

 
Officiant:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
People: Amen.  
 
Officiant: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
Presider: Faithful God, 
 
People: have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Presider: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
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Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

Kyrie 
 
Officiant: Lord, have mercy.     
People:   Christ, have mercy.     
Officiant: Lord, have mercy.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Officiant: Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is 
yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7 

Lector: A reading from Isaiah, the 45th chapter: 

 1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2I will go before you 
  and level the mountains, 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
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 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, 
  I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
 7I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the LORD do all these things. 
 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 96: 1-9 [10-13] 
 
 
Lector:  Our appointed Psalm for today is Psalm 96 
 

 
  
1Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods. R 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD. R 
  9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
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[ 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with 
equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth. R 
 
Second Reading:  Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Lector: A reading from Thessalonians, the 1st chapter: 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by 
God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word 
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what 
kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us 
and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For 
the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in 
every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 
9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, 
and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 
coming. 
 
Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 
People: 

 
 
 
 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 
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Officiant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
   
People:   
   
 
 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin 
used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 
whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor 
the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they 
were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
    
Officiant:  The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Homily,  The Rev. Dr. Herbert Anderson 
 

Nicene Creed  
(Said by All) 

 
Leader: Let us profess our Christian faith as we recite the words of the Nicene Creed: 

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

 
Prayers of the People 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy Spirit among 
preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your servant Luke, the 
evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun to its 
setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all that you 
have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and 
communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, we pray especially today for the warring 
peoples of Armenia and Azerbaijan. For all peoples of the Middle East we pray that your Spirit calm 
these troubled nations.  
hear our prayer. 
God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt, especially PD, 
Mary, Millie Davis, Linda Reno, Pastor Jim Fish, Frank and Irene Terlouw. Join their voices in a new 
song, assuring them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, court 
officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration may be known. We ask your 
heavenly guidance for the selection of the next justice of the Supreme Court of our country. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you, especially Jim  
and Dolores. We give thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Offering Prayer 
 
Officiant: Let us pray. Blessed are you, 
 
People: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with many gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives 
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
(Said by All) 

 
Leader: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
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    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Hymn:  God of Grace and God of Glory (#705 ELW) 
 

 
 
 

Blessing 
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Presider: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
 
Presider: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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