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 “As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through  

worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 

 

 
Pentecost Altar Cloth, Gloucester Cathedral by Jackie Binns 

The Eucharist 

for the Season of Pentecost 

A liturgy authorized by The Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of Northern California  

and The Lutheran Bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod for Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran 

Mission 

 
 

Sundays at 9:00 AM 

at Mary Star of the Sea Church 

39141 Church Street, Gualala 
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Welcome to  

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 
 

We welcome all who seek God. 

Our worship is rooted in the spirituality of the liturgical traditions of the ancient Christian Church, as 

reflected in the traditions of the Episcopal and Lutheran Churches. 

Our worship centers on God as revealed in the Gospel, the Good News of the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ –– and on how Jesus the Christ becomes present to us through our 

participation in the Eucharist and our communion with God and one another.   

We are a “liturgical” church.  Our worship service is filled with traditional signs, symbols, and actions 

that glorify God.  The liturgy is designed so that all of us may participate.  We hope that you will join 

us in this special time together. 

In the Liturgy of the Word, we hear lessons from the Bible.  On the Day of Pentecost, we learn of the 

Holy Spirit, the energizing breath of God, promised by Jesus, which broke down the walls – both 

physical and spiritual – that constrained the Apostles.  The miracle that is the worldwide Church began 

to take form. 

During the Season of Pentecost, the lessons tell us how the Apostles and their followers did church, 

praising God, preaching the Good News of the Risen Christ, and ministering to the needs of the sick, 

the poor, the hungry, and the thirsty.  Pentecost Season provides the models for how to do the 

ordinary, day-to-day, work of a church.  

We believe in the real presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the Eucharist, the 

Sacrament of consecrated bread and wine.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are 

welcome to receive God’s Holy Communion here. 

The Liturgy of Shepherd by the Sea is taken from the  

Episcopal 1979 Book of Common Prayer and the Lutheran Book of Worship. 

��������������������� 
 

If you are a newcomer or visitor, please sign our Guestbook and fill out a Visitors Card. 

We hope that your worship experience will be blessed. 

You are welcome to take this booklet if you would like. 

Otherwise, please return it at the end of the service.  Thank you. 

��������������������� 

Silence before the Liturgy permits prayer and meditation. 
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 The Prelude 
Please observe silence during the Prelude 

 

The Greeting 
 

The Opening Hymn 
 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  Amen 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 

People: to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 

Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen 
 

The Confession 

Deacon or If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But 

Celebrant:  if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:8,9 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

There may be silence for reflection and self-examination 

All:  Most merciful God,  

 we confess that we have sinned against you  

 in thought, word and deed,  

 by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.   

 We have not loved you with our whole heart;   

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   

 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

 so that we may delight in your will  

 and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your holy Name.  Amen 



4 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life. 

All: Amen 
 

 

The Gloria 
Refrain 

 
 

Verses 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All join in saying the Prayer of the Day taken from the Celebrate leaflet. 

The First Reading 

Please be seated 

Lector: A reading from ___________   

The First Reading appointed for the day is read. 

Lector: The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  

The Psalm appointed for the day may be sung or said with responses 

printed in the Celebrate. 

The Second Reading 

Lector: A reading from ___________ 

 The Second Reading appointed for the day is read.   

Lector: The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
A Reading from the Gospel 

Please stand for the Gospel Reading 

Alleluia (Ojibway Nation Chant) 

 
 

Deacon or The Holy Gospel according to St. _________. 

Celebrant:   
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People:  

 

The Gospel Reading appointed for the day is read. 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: 

    

The Sermon 
Please be seated. 

Following the Sermon, there may be a period of silence for reflection. 

The Creed 
Please stand to affirm our faith using the Apostles Creed or the Nicene Creed (Page 7) 

The Apostles’ Creed (The Baptismal Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, 
    Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
 and sits on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
     From there He shall come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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The Nicene Creed 

All: We believe in one God, 

       the Father, the Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth, 

       of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

       the only Son of God, 

       eternally begotten of the Father, 

       God from God, Light from Light, 

       true God from true God, 

       begotten, not made, 

       of one Being with the Father. 

       Through him all things were made. 

      For us and for our salvation 

            he came down from heaven: 

       by the power of the Holy Spirit 

            he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

            and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

         he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

       He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

            and his kingdom will have no end. 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

       who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

       With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

       He has spoken through the Prophets. 

       We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

       We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

       We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

             and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

The Prayers of the People are from Page 4 of Celebrate, or a Form from the Book of 

Common Prayer, or as announced.  If you would like a person or event remembered during 

the intercessions, please feel free to add your prayer silently or aloud.  

At the end of the prayers, all sing:                   

 
                     O          Lord      hear our pray’r             O    Lord     hear our   pray’r 

 
              Come         and       lis     -    ten       to                  us. 

Please be seated 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are celebrated using prayers found on p. 14. 

Welcome to Newcomers 
The Celebrant welcomes newcomers and visitors.  We invite newcomers and visitors to introduce 

themselves, if they would like.   

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Please be seated after exchanging the Peace with your neighbors 

The Offertory  

The Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 

to God.  Ephesians 5:2. 

The Celebrant may begin the offertory with a different sentence from Scripture 

The Offertory Hymn 

Please stand for the hymn as the offering is taken  

and the gifts are presented. 
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The Presentation of the Gifts and Offering 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Celebrant: Merciful Father, 

All: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us –ourselves, 

our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for 

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

The Eucharist 

The Great Thanksgiving 
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Celebrant: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Pentecost Season:  Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day 

of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name. 

All: 

 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father:  In your infinite love you made us for yourself and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread;  and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
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disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me.”   

After Supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for all for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

Celebrant: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith  

People: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts. 

 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us 

also that we may faithfully receive this holy sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 

your eternal kingdom. 

 All this we ask through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
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    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.   

  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

People:      

 

 

 

 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God.  (The celebrant may add:  Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 

with thanksgiving.) 

The Holy Communion 

The ministers prepare and receive the Sacrament in both kinds during the singing of the hymn 

below, and then deliver it to the people. 
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Communion: all are welcome!   

All who wish to share in Communion or receive a blessing are invited to come forward to the 

altar.  If you wish only a blessing, simply cross your hands over your chest.  Unfermented 

wine is available. 
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Post Communion Prayers 
Please stand. 

Celebrant: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 

All: Amen 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All: We give you thanks, almighty God,  

 that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life;   

and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another;  

for the sake of Jesus Christ our lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant gives a Blessing. 

 

The Closing Hymn 
 

Announcements 
Please be seated for announcements. 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Deacon or Alleluia! Alleluia!  Go in peace to love and serve the lord.  

Celebrant:   

People: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

��������������������� 

Birthday Prayer 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be.  

Strengthen them when they stand: comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 

fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Anniversary Prayer 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 

between Christ and his Church; Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may 

so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that 

their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen. 
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A Special Note of Thanksgiving 

We are grateful for the extraordinary generosity of our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters 
for permitting us to use their beautiful sanctuary, Mary Star of the Sea. 

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission is the result of a process begun by Gualala Lutheran 

Mission and St. Innocent of Alaska Episcopal Mission about ten years ago.  Shepherd by the Sea – the 

name chosen in 2006 – is now an organized mission of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California, 

operating under a covenant among the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Sierra Pacific 

Synod, the Diocese, and the Mission.  Many of our members are full-time residents of Gualala or The 

Sea Ranch.  Others are part-time residents of the Redwood Coast.  Some of our members travel 

extensively.  The result is a church where all share in the leadership so worship, pastoral care, and 

outreach may thrive. 

Our Sacred Ministries 

Members of Shepherd by the Sea serve as readers, lectors, musicians, Eucharistic ministers, 

intercessors, and healers.  They also serve as greeters, coffee hour hosts, and members of the Altar 

Guild and the Common Mission and Common Liturgy Committees.  Each week, Episcopal and 

Lutheran supply clergy share in the celebration of our services. 

We welcome everyone who comes to our services to participate in one or more of these ministries.  

Please speak with a Greeter or call Linda Kennedy at 785-3682 or Lamar Van Gunten at 785-3408 if 
you would like to volunteer or obtain more information. 

Our Outreach Ministries 

Members of Shepherd by the Sea contribute to the fabric of our community with our funds, with our 

individual efforts, and with congregational efforts.  One effort is the Gualala Food Bank where on two 

days each month (usually the second and fourth Fridays, but confirm dates with Peter Mohr, 884-

1645, or Linda Kennedy) members of the Mission organize and distribute food from local 

supermarkets, Second Harvest, and the Federal Government.  We meet at the Gualala Baptist Church 

at 9:00 a.m. to prepare for the distribution from 11:00 until 12:30.  Volunteers are welcome to come 

for all or part of the time.  A second outreach effort is taking a turn each year at preparing and serving 

the monthly South Coast Senior Center Spaghetti dinner in Point Arena.   

Shepherd by the Sea also provides continuing funds for the Gualala Food Bank, Project Sanctuary, the 

South Coast Senior Center, and the St. Paul’s Methodist Church based Ecumenical Youth Group.  The 

Mission also helps meet one-time needs in our community.  We support the national and international 

efforts of Episcopal Relief and Development, and Lutheran World Relief, including support to help 

meet the Millennium Development Goals.  The Mission also helps fund missionary work in India. 
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2011 Mission Committee 

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission is led by a Mission 

Committee including: 

Linda Kennedy, Chair – 785-3682   Joan Jordan   

Dan Chang , Vice Chair               Dorothy Porter 

Dolores Christ      Lamar Van Gunten   

Barbara Dunsmoor     Maurie Veys 

Norm Wohlken, Treasurer 

For Pastoral Emergencies, call: 
The Rev. Gillett Bechtel – 785-3492 

 

Fr. Gillett Bechtel  

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 

P.O. Box 691 

Gualala, CA  95445-0691 

www.shepherdbythesea.org 

“As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through  

worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 
 


