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It takes no stretch of the imagination to argue that Arrogance lies at the root of all sin . . . and, 
conversely, that from Humility comes all grace.	
 
The lawn signs and bumper stickers are ubiquitous.  They clamor for our adoring praise:  “My 
daughter is an honor student at . . . My son plays tackle football at . . . My children are all 
straight A students . . . My daughter sold three  thousand boxes of Girl Scout cookies . . .” Might 
just as well promote one all-purpose sign:  “My child is a genius and comes from a family of 
geniuses.” 	
 
There is, at present, an unprecedented supply of Arrogance within this country . . . it’s as if the 
enemy has planted weed seeds of Arrogance along the nation’s pathways, it is growing 
unchecked and no one can eradicate it . . . Arrogance is spreading like a computer virus gone 
wild . . . insidiously infecting the world . . . prowling like a lion seeking to devour us all . . .	
 
This, together with a complete absence of humility, makes for a perfect storm which is engulfing,  
baffling, and destroying our nation.	
 
All this is aided and abetted, of course, by our president and his family who shamelessly add to 
the rotted and rotting control by the virus.  Hurricane Maria (9/20/17) was the worst natural 
disaster Puerto Rico has ever faced . . . and the tenth-most intense Atlantic storm on record.  The 
president of the United States, the most-wealthy and the most-powerful nation on earth, visited 
the island for reasons not obvious, other than for a photo-shoot.  Although those who dwell on 
this island are, indeed, United States Citizens, they have neither vote nor voice to address the 
rule of their imperial neighbor to the north.	
 
The picture showed the president throwing a roll of paper towels to the survivors.  When one 
throws something to another, any form of personal contact is avoided and evaded.  The insult is 
unmistakable.	
 
Puerto Rico has suffered under 500 years of colonial and imperial activity between the Spanish 
and North American Empires.  These oppressive political dynamics have subjugated the island 
for centuries.  The sustained winds of more than160 miles per hour, together with the aid 
response of the United States Government have  increased the poverty levels from 44% to 52%.  
As if to put the topping of despair onto an already desperate situation of life and death, aid from 
other nations was blocked by the 1920 Jones Act, which only allows entrance to the island by 
ships from the United States.          (Sojourners, May, 2018, page 10).	
 
The virus of Arrogance is entrenched into law.	
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At least, in the flooding . . . at least in the muck and mire . . . at least in the carnival of death and 
hopelessness . . . at least the citizens have paper towels to dry their tears.  And it wasn’t even 
Christmas.	
 
Recently Donald Trump, Jr., visited India, one of many countries plagued and overrun with the 
poorest of the poor.  His comment, offered to praise and congratulate the hordes of the 
destitute:  “You can still see a smile on their faces.”  Dhanya Addanki, who grew up in a small 
village in India responded:  “Yes, they smiled often.  And they also cried, got angry, felt 
empathy, felt joy, and felt fear.  They felt a whole range of human emotions because they are 
human beings with hearts, minds and souls – just like the rest of us.”  	
 
She continues:  “When Western people, especially rich Western people, paint simplistic images 
of poor people in other countries, it denies them their humanity.  It is out of touch and adds to 
the stereotype of thankful, happy, childlike poor people, denying them any other human 
emotion, feeling or thought.  It builds into a narrative that says all poor people in non-Western 
countries are simple-minded, dumb, one-dimensional caricatures who are unable to have more 
than one human emotion. We dehumanize people by making them villains, or we make them 
noble, simple and unaware.”  (Sojourner, May, 2018, page 12).	
 
The Noble Savage, revisited.  The Noble Slave, remembered.  Revisited and reinfected by the 
virus of Arrogance.	
 
The prayers at the opening of the United States Embassy  in Jerusalem were given by pastors 
hand-picked by President Trump:  Robert Jeffries, who is quoted as stating that “Islam and 
Mormonism are heresies from the pit of hell.” opened the ceremony.  Closing it was John Hagee, 
who has stated “God allowed the Holocaust because God said that God’s priority for the Jewish 
people is to get them to come back to Israel.”  Arrogance knows neither history nor propriety.	
However Arrogance knows, for certain, the mind of God.	
 
The price paid in these United States for our present and past arrogance is not paid by the 
wealthy and the white.  It has been paid, and continues to be paid, by the stripes on the backs of 
the slaves, upon which this country was built, by the brutal dispossession of the Native 
Americans, whose lands were taken from them, and whose lives were ever-destroyed by illegal 
land-grabs under the guise of legality and “for their own good.”  It has been paid, and is being 
paid, by the insidious gerrymandering of congressional districts, and by a coming census that has 
been tailor-made to not count those the administration does not want counted.  The price has 
been paid, and continues to be paid, by the poorest of the poor in this, the wealthiest country in 
the world.  Arrogance, like ducks, unlimited.	
 
And these are the stories of the history of these United States . . . these stories of illegal and 
unjust actions by the very government charged to protect her people . . . these are the stories that 



 

 

have not been written into the school books of our children.  Can justice be restored . . . can 
Arrogance be named . . . can illegal be identified illegal . . . can sin be called sin?	
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We turn to our texts.	
 
Ezekiel, one of the four major prophets of the Old Testament (Isa, Jer, Ezek, Dan), was in exile 
in Babylon with his fellow citizens of Israel.  Known best by the spirituals of wheels (1:16), and 
dry bones (3:7), Ezekiel was called by God to speak out against the sins committed by the 
people of Israel.  Ezekiel spoke to his own people.  He spoke from within. 	
 
 a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me . . . 	
 a people impudent and stubborn . . . (a people Arrogant)   (Ezek 2:3, 4)	
 
Their transgressions were the transgressions of humankind since creation, and which each of the 
prophets named over and over again:  	
 
 making richer the rich and poorer the poor . . . 	
 trampling upon those already downtrodden . . . 	
 turning deaf ears to the cries of the voiceless . . . 	
 casting out those who had never been in . . . 	
 and, in today’s terms, ensuring that the distance between the top ten per-cent grows ever  
 greater than that from the bottom ninety per-cent . . .   	
 
Ezekiel was preaching to the exiles of the 6th century BCE.  He might just have well been 
preaching to the exiles trapped in this nation in the 21st century, CE.	
 
Is there anything new under the sun?	
 
And the answer to that anguished wail:  “No . . . there is nothing new . . . woe are we, for we are 
a people of unclean lips and we dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips”  (Isaiah 6:1-8).  	
 
It has ever been thus . . . which means that . . . 	
 
. . . it is not at all easy to dare to believe that the evil of this world can be turned into good . . . 
that the power of sin can be offset by the power of grace . . . that the law can serve the common 
good instead of merely the financial interests of the moneyed . . . it is really easy, instead, to 
become cynical and quit . . . to become lethargic and give up . . . it were far simpler to conclude 
that Jesus might have spoken only to his world of two millennia ago:  “Blessed are they . . .” 	
(Mt 5) . . . and that his words are no longer applicable to this day of high-speed inside trading, to 
the day of skillful internet scams . . . to this day of fake news . . . to this day of increasingly 
complicated and malicious political lying and  maneuvering.	
 
In the words of Jim Wallis:	



 

 

 
“There have been times in the long history of Christianity when significant numbers of believers 
have gone astray, having lost the priorities of Jesus  (the Crusades, the Inquisition, slavery, Jim 
Crow, anti-semitism, the Holocaust . . . to name just a few . . .).  To bring errant followers of 	
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Jesus back to him and his teaching has often required the leadership of prophetic voices able 
and willing to remind the people of God who they are.  Christianity in the United States is now 	
going through such a time, when racial and national idolatry have captivated Christians – 
white American Christians – who have lost their way.  For captive Christians to find their way 
back to being followers of Jesus has become the critical call of our time”.	
 
Call Jim Wallis Ezekiel 2.0.	
 
He continues:  “The Jesus we serve and will obey offers a powerful alternative to the moral 
crisis that exists at the highest levels of political leadership in this country . . . and to the bitter 
fruits of racial bigotry and white nationalism, the mistreatment of women, the rejection of 
immigrants and refugees, the abandonment of the poor, the denial of truth, and the dangerous 
replacement of public service with autocracy.  These are not just political problems . . . they 
pose pressing dangers to authentic Christian faith.	
 
“Let no one say that what our country is going through in this era is normal, or business as 
usual, or that Christians are behaving as they have always behaved.  The future of the nation’s 
soul and the integrity of faith are both at stake in how Christians respond to this political 
moment”            (Sojourners, June, 2018, page 7).	
 
America, under the present leadership, is becoming a fortress nation, deepening the moat around 
its perimeter and raising the drawbridge of entry.  Recently the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Service (USCIS) issued a new mission statement that changed the wording which celebrated 
“America’s promise as a nation of immigrants”.  Eliminated were the words of welcome:   
providing, granting, promoting, understanding.  Replacing them are these words to fortify the 
bulwarks and load the cannon:  safeguarding (Americans), protecting (Americans), and 
securing (the homeland).  The message of these changes is unmistakeable:  it’s time to keep 
immigrants out rather than allowing them in.  	
     (Christian Century May 9, 2018, page 9 . . . Peter Marty).	
 
Ezekiel spoke to the exiles in Babylon . . . today we can only speak to those exiled by the 
present government . . . which, indeed, includes not only the downtrodden and the marginalized.  
It also includes those of us of privilege who are called to humbly be with, and to work for, those 
who are weak and trodden underfoot by the heavy boots of the Army of the Arrogant.  However, 
while the poor have no voice in the matter, they do have the claim offered by the constitution:  	
 
 . . . in order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
 Tranquility . . . promote the general Welfare . . . do ordain and establish . . .” 



 

 

 (Preamble) . . . and “The rights of citizens to vote shall not be denied or abridged by any 
 State on account of race, color, or sex.  (Amendments 15, 19).	
 
And we, of white privilege, do have voices which must be heard.  Not only are we bound by the 
Constitution . . . we are bound by Jesus, the Christ.	
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{When former President Jimmy Carter was asked about the decline in church affiliation, he 
responded that any time in history when we’ve seen that people are less sure of themselves, less 
self-reliant, or less arrogant, they turn to religion  (Christian Century 5/23, page 33).  Sounds 
like that belongs in a definition of humility.}	
 
Arrogance and certainty . . . the sense that I know what’s right and I know what’s wrong . . . that 
ability to determine who is on the inside and who is on the outside . . . the absolute certainty 
that any kind of ambiguity is for those not like me . . . these factors combine into a perfect storm 
of bigotry, of misogyny, of predation, of, basically, Sin.	
 	
Once more, we have become exiles in our own nation through the sin of Arrogance . . . with the 
primary champions of Sin being our present administration, who are leading the populace like 
sheep to the slaughter, coercing us down the primrose path of disdain for The Other, and, 
therefore, with the absolute right to persecute and destroy The Other.	
 
Where is Ezekiel today?  Right where he was in the Exile:  “I will let loose my anger upon you 
and I will judge you according to your ways; and I will punish you for all your abominations . . . 
my eye will not spare you, nor will I have pity . . .” (Ezek 7:1ff).	
 
23 of the nation's highly-regarded evangelical preachers and theologians co-signed a “Confession 
of Faith in a Time of Crisis” . . . six articles stating “what we believe” and what we, therefore, 
reject.  To summarize these statements is to affirm that each person is created in the Imago Dei 
and that all of the dehumanization and denigration that is happening under the arrogant slogan of 
“America First” is a blatant theological heresy.	
 
{ “We believe each human being is made in God’s image . . . therefore we reject the 
resurgence of white nationalism and racism on many fronts, including the highest levels of 
political leadership . . . 	
 “We believe we are one body in Christ . . . therefore we reject misogyny, the 
mistreatment, violent abuse, sexual harassment and assault of women being further revealed in 
our culture . . . 	
 “We believe how we treat the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the stranger . . . is how we 
treat Christ himself . . . therefore we reject the language and policies of political leaders who 
would debase and abandon the most vulnerable children of God . . . 	
 “We believe that truth is morally central to our personal and public lives . . . therefore we 
reject the practice and pattern of lying that is invading our political and civil life . . . 	
 “We believe that Christ’s way of leadership is servanthood, not domination . . .therefore 
we reject autocratic political leadership and authoritarian rule . . . as a theological danger . . . 	



 

 

 “We believe Jesus when he tells us to go into all the world . . . therefore we reject 
America First” as a theological heresy . . . }  (Christian Century 5/23/18, page 46).	
 
America’s Sin . . . the sins of her aristocratic leaders and the sins of her wayward people, begin 
with the arrogance symbolized by the tree in the center of the garden, and the temptation to 
subvert the Will of God.	
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“Prosperity breeds amnesia”, in the words of Walter Bruggeman.  Perhaps, within our minds, we 
might be a bit humbled to recognize that the DNA profiles of a black ape born in Africa and a 
white baby born in the United States are nearly 99% exactly the same.  And White Supremacists 
would do well to admit, if we go back far enough, that every one of us alive today came out of 
Africa.  It ought to humble each of us to recognize that there are more microbes in one 
teaspoon of dirt than there are people on earth.  ((Nature Conservancy Spring, 2018, page 40).	
 
Humility’s a hard sell, to be sure . . . it goes counter to our own will . . . and the devil presents 
humility to us as weakness . . . whereas humility, the foundation of all grace, is the strongest of 
beginnings.	
 
 Arrogance drew a circle that included me out:  Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.	
 But Love and I had the will to win:  We drew a circle that included him in.  	
          (Edwin Markham)	
 
It is only in weakness that there is strength:  “My power is made perfect in weakness”  	
(II Cor 12:9) . . . it is only in humility that Christ prevails: “My grace is sufficient for you” 	
(II Cor 12:9) . . . it is only in walking humbly before our God that we will prevail  (Micah 6:8).	
 
When Donald Trump is jailed for crimes against humanity . . . when the devastation and 
destruction this administration has visited upon the social structures of this nation, and the entire 
world, are repaired . . . when the flagrant abuses of the law, together with the outright lies 
constantly being told are ended . . . 	
 
. . . when the lawn signs come down . . . when the sin of Arrogance is redeemed by the grace of 
Humility . . . then the dry bones will come together and dance the night away . . . then Ezekiel 
might rest in peace.  Until then, we have some work to do.	
 
 Amen.	


