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Grace and peace be yours from God our sovereign, and from our Lord and 
savior, Jesus the Christ and from the life transforming power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Introduction:   
 
A maxim usually attributed to Karl Barth says that one should do theology 
with the Bible in one hand and a  newspaper in the other.    
 
This morning’s sermon is an attempt at putting that into practice.   I confess 
to you that the events of the last four months have greatly disturbed my self 
understanding.  Prior to the murders of George Floyd and Amaud Aubury I 
believed myself to be an informed, compassionate and concerned individual 
in regards to racial matters.  I began my ministry during the civil rights 
movement.  As a student in the Bay Area I participated in demonstrations, I 
marched in protests.  I have consistently preached against racism and voted 
my convictions at the ballot box.  As a stewardship specialist my career 
focused around the issues of economic violence and championed causes 
for the poor.  I thought that I had done an admirable job in caring for the 
least of these and proclaiming truth to power.   
 
I confess to you this morning that I was more like the blind man in Mark’s 
Gospel whom Jesus healed with saliva.  The first time Jesus touched him 
Jesus asked "Can you see anything?" And the man looked up and said, "I 
can see people, but they look like trees, walking." 
 
What I have come to believe about myself now is that I was like that blind 
man before Jesus touched him a second time.   That is, I could see, but not 
see clearly. 
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The events of the last four months have become for me a kind of healing.  
So let me return to Barth’s admonition that one should do theology with the 
Bible in one hand and a newspaper  in the other.  Barth says we should 
“read both, But interpret newspapers from your Bible.’”  
 
Let’s begin with scripture.  
 
Text: 
Matthew’s gospel knows little of compromise: sheep or goats, wheat or 
weeds, good or evil. Finding the good news of God’s love for all people, for 
all creation, can be a challenge in this book. Today’s gospel with it’s parable 
of wheat and tares, is no exception.   And at first glance it might appear that 
Jesus is directing his disciples into passivity, into a do nothing strategy 
concerning evil in the world.  But that reading is to miss the point. 
 
Our text for today does not shy away from a critical assessment of this 
world.  It correctly sees the existence of both good and evil.  Wheat and 
tares together.  Next it shows the desired response to the existence of evil 
in the world. When asked if Jesus wanted his followers to go out and 
destroy the weeds his answer is a clear and unequivocal “No!”   Take note! 
Followers of the way are not called upon to take up arms and go to war 
against evil in the world.  Quite the opposite, they are explicitly instructed to 
let evil be.   
 
At first glance this may seem strange.  Who wouldn’t want to confront evil in 
its tracks and abolish it from the earth?  But Christians are encouraged to 
not do that, and to leave judgement up to God. That is very different thing 
than saying they are to do nothing.  In the fuller context of Matthew’s gospel 
we hear the role of the disciple.... it is to “Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you,..” ...  “go, proclaim the good news,” ... feed the 
hungry, give water to the thirsty, cloth the naked, visit the stranger, the sick, 
and the prisoner ...  to care for the least of these. ...  
  
Rather than mimic evil and attempt to do battle on evil’s battlefield, disciples 
are called upon to live out an alternative way in this world.   They are called 
upon, not to bear arms against evil, but to pick up their cross and bear 
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witness to the reign of God, to live a life of striving for justice and 
righteousness.   
 
We are to do this, all the while trusting that God can bring life out of death, 
good from evil.  God can make a way where there is no way.  And the tools 
which are used are not weapons of violence but deeds of compassion.  That 
is the scandal of the cross. 
 
News: 
 
Let us turn now from scripture to the news.  Here we see two major strata of 
information that have dominated our news cycles over the last few months.    
One is  the aftermath of the killing of George Floyd, the other is the ongoing 
concerns of the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
 But news, in order to have meaning, must be put into context.  Here is the 
context for the George Floyd murder and its after effects.   
 
Two hundred fifty years of slavery. ... Ninety years of Jim Crow. ... Sixty 
years of separate but equal. ... Thirty-five years of racist housing policy. ... 
Three hundred years of a political and a justice system that systemically 
favored whites and disadvantaged people of color. 
 
That same context provides a sub-text for the Covid-19 pandemic.  In terms 
of Covid-19, we know that the pandemic has had a far greater impact upon 
people of color .... for many different reasons like living conditions, job 
opportunities, access to health care, and so on.    Just this past week there 
was a large article in the news that documented that Black and Latina 
women have lost work at three times the rate of white men.    
 
The context of life in America is strongly influenced by race relations.  This 
morning I suggest to you that the modern criminal justice system is little 
more than a legalized extension of Jim Crow into our current time.   
 
Trayvon Martin,  Dyzhawn Perkins, Jessica Nelson-Williams, Stephon Clark,   
Breona Taylor,  Tamir Rice,   Amaud Aubury,  Rayshard Brooks, and 
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George Floyd.  Think of think of these, and countless others, as you listen to 
the words of Billie Holiday’s signature song. 
 
Southern trees bear strange fruit, 
Blood on the leaves and blood on the root, 
Black bodies swinging in the Southern breeze, 
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees. 
 
Let my hypothesize that the killing of unarmed people of color by law 
enforcement with little or no accountability or consequence is nothing more 
than a modern day extension of the era of lynching of the last two centuries.  
 
The resulting protests and the Black Lives Matter movement have served as 
an eye opener for me.  Within that movement there was not a demonization 
of individual racists actions, rather there was an impassioned plea that 
America take a clear look at history and see the systemic racism that is built 
into it which has prevented America becoming all that it could be.    
 
Finally, let us let scripture interpret the news!: 
 
Let us return to the story of Jesus’ healing the blind man in Mark’s Gospel 
where the first attempt is not totally successful.  The story goes on to say.  
“Jesus laid hands on him a second time and this man’s sight was restored.” 
Then the text says “he saw everything clearly.”  
 
I have come to know that this healing story is in many ways my story.  I also 
suspect that many of you are like me and like the blind man after Jesus’ first 
attempt.  We see, but we do not see clearly. 
 
We see that race is a problem in our culture.  But we do not see the entirety 
of the issue.  We dismiss it as the problem of a few bigoted people, or we 
dismiss it as an historical problem of the past, or we see it as a regional 
problem of the South.  We might even go so far as to say that it is still part 
of the American landscape, but that for the most part it has little if anything 
to do with me. It is not my problem, I am not responsible for it and I am not a 
racist. 
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So the first issue that scripture must confront is our own blindness.  In terms 
of racism the problem is not an individual problem but a societal one.  It is 
systemic.  It has been woven into the very fabric of America from the very 
beginning.   
 
And our history has taught us to turn a blind eye towards it, ignoring the fact 
that our very economic foundations were built on the backs of slaves.  That 
the very land upon which we live has been stolen from the indigenous first 
nations.  That our country has robbed, killed, committed genocide and taken 
that which was not their own.  And we have covered it with a mythology of 
manifest destiny, of civilizing the noble savage, and that the emancipation 
proclamation solved all of the problems of race.  Now individuals were free 
to do with their life what they will and we absolved ourselves, our culture 
and our nation from any complicity in the issue.   
In the meanwhile every white person has benefitted from the many 
manifestations of racism within our culture.  We have been the inheritors of 
preferential options.  We live in better communities and therefore have 
better educational opportunities, better health environments, better access 
to the basic needs of life.   
 
When we shop we do not have someone following us around.  When we 
learned to drive our parents did not have to have “The Talk” about how to 
interact with the police if we were stopped.  When we bought our home we 
did not have to worry about predatory lenders or “red lining.”  We could live 
wherever we desired as long as we could afford it economically.  When 
seeking employment we went to the head of the class.  The list of privileges 
that systemic racism brought us goes on and on.   
 
And here’s the thing, we didn’t cause it ...we inherited it.  But in as much as 
we benefitted from it and have remained silent It is our problem!  Silence is 
complicity in the status quo ....and the status quo is explicitly and 
systematically racist.   
 
We need to be healed.  We need Jesus to touch our eyes again as he did 
the blind man in Mark’s gospel.  We need to receive our full sight so that we 
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can see clearly!   
 
That is scripture interpreting the news!  We are called to be healers of the 
nation!  We are called to act with compassion and to seek God’s distributive 
Justice.  We are called to pick up our cross and follow. 
 
This is a kyros moment in our history providing us the opportunity for 
transformation as a culture.  This is not the problem of people of color it is 
the problem of White America.  It is our problem!  We need to own it!  We 
need to confess it! 
 
But as Luther taught us, confession embraces two parts.  The first is that we 
confess our sins and are heartily sorry for them.  The second is that we 
receive absolution and forgiveness.  As a pastor, I remember on of my 
favorite liturgical sentences following corporate confession: 

“The Almighty and merciful God, grant unto you, being penitent, 
pardon and remission of all your sins, time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.”  

 
Could it be that Jesus and the Holy Spirit are reaching out to us through 
people of color as they cry  out, as the proclaim for all to hear Black Lives 
Matter,  as they look for the full promise of America to be realized by all of 
its peoples.        
 
We need to listen and to learn!  We need to hear that in their cry for justice 
they are not calling for revenge but rather are offering the hand of full 
partnership in the healing of our land.   
 
So it is not enough that we stand with people of color, ...    it is not enough 
that we rightly cry out against overt acts of racism, We must come to see it 
through their eyes and hear it in their stories.  Their pain must become our 
pain.  We must cry out as did the prophet Isaiah   “Woe is me for I am a 
man of unclean lips and I live amongst a people of unclean lips” This is not 
their problem ...it is ours!  
 
If you can identify with my story I have provided you with a list of resources 
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through which God has opened my eyes.  Resources from our black and 
brown sisters and brothers speaking clearly to us and praying that we join 
with them in bringing about the full promise and potential of America.   
 
When we see clearly, it opens us up to a lot of pain ...but it is a pain that 
brings healing.  Let me close with a verse from one of my favorite hymns, 
They Cast Their Nets. 
 
The peace of God it is no peace, But strife closed in the sod.  But let us pray 
for just one thing: The marvelous peace of God! The marvelous peace of 
God!  
 
Amen 
 


