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The death of George Floyd and the rage, protests, and violence that followed have rocked our 
country for months now. As often happens in the face of tragedy, though, some good things 
have emerged. For one, the depth of racial injustice that still pervades our society is suddenly 
front and center, and many of us are examining our own biases and blindness to the 
discrimination still suffered by the descendants of slaves and other people of color.  

Another positive development in this time of pandemic is that the internet has come alive with 
films, documentaries, and lectures from which we can deepen our understanding of these 
injustices from the voices of experience. 

Last week, I began an online lecture series called “The Bible & Theology in Color.” It is taught by 
the Rev. Dr. Esau McCaulley, a black Anglican priest, assistant professor of New Testament at 
Wheaton College, and opinion writer for the New York Times. From the course outline, “’The 
Bible & Theology in Color’ begins with the basic Christian assumption that the kingdom of God 
will consist of people of every tribe, tongue, and nation offering their gifts to the one true God 
and king (Rev 7:9). One aspect of these gifts will be the unique testimony each culture and 
ethnic group gives to the work of God in their midst. We cannot value these stories unless we 
are familiar with them.” 

Fr. McCaulley’s purpose with this course is to introduce his students to the unique 
contributions of African American, Asian American, and Latino/a American Christians to the 
body of Christ. His claim: “The Bible contains the story of God bringing glory to himself by 
creating a diverse group of people and bringing them into a community centered around him 
and rooted in the good creation he has made.” 

All our Scripture readings today speak to this theme of diversity and inclusion:  

The prophet Isaiah has declared to the Jewish exiles in Babylon that the Lord has forgiven them 
of their sins of injustice and idolatry and is calling them back to Jerusalem with the command to 
“Maintain justice, and do what is right.” At the same time, God invites any and all foreigners to 
his holy mountain who will hold fast to his covenant … they will be joyful in his house of prayer 
for all peoples.” 

From the Jewish point of view in biblical times, there were the Jews and there were the 
Gentiles, anyone who did not worship the Jewish God YHWH. Then Paul was commissioned by 
the Risen Christ as the apostle to the Gentiles. In today’s reading, Paul laments the fact that so 
many of his Jewish brethren have rejected the gospel of Jesus Christ. But it is through God’s 
plan, and their disobedience that the Gentiles have become fellow heirs to God's kingdom. And 
ultimately, God will be merciful to Jew and Gentile alike. 

In the gospel from Matthew, Jesus comes to realize that his earthly mission goes beyond “the 
lost sheep of Israel.” When he visits Tyre and Sidon, the ancient port cities of Phoenicia, he 
encounters a Canaanite woman, a non-Jew, a Gentile. In desperation she cries out to Jesus to 
heal her daughter: “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.” These are words of belief in the Jewish God! And despite initially spurning her because 
of her ethnicity, Jesus reconsiders, declaring, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 
as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.”  
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In laying the foundation for a theology of diversity in the Bible, Fr. McCaulley cites some 
examples that are fairly obvious to those familiar with the stories of the Bible: God’s covenant 
with Abraham that all nations would be blessed through Abraham’s descendants; the 
genealogy that includes Ruth, a Moabite, a Gentile, who with her Israelite husband Boaz, bears 
Obed, father of Jesse, father of King David; the Risen Jesus’ Great Commission to his followers 
to “Go … and make disciples of all nations …” 

Then Fr. McCaulley cites a more obscure example: 

Jacob, the father of Joseph, adopts Joseph’s two sons who will become the tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasseh. Joseph’s wife, Asenath, was the daughter of an Egyptian priest. Ephraim and 
Manasseh are half Egyptian. Ephraim and Manasseh are African. As Jacob brings the African 
children of his son Joseph directly into the genealogy of the twelve tribes of Israel, he 
contributes to the fulfillment of God's multi-ethnic mission. 

I have read Genesis many times. As a woman of European descent living in the majority culture 
in America, I noted the ethnicity of Joseph’s sons vaguely as an “interesting fact.” But suppose 
you are of African descent, and you have been told all your life in subtle and not so subtle ways 
that your people are ethnically inferior. And then you discover that Africans were included from 
the beginning in the biblical tribes of Israel, and that you are descended from that great 
tradition. Would that not be life-changing, even electrifying?  

Do you see why Fr. McCaulley teaches that the church needs the whole body of Christ from 
every tribe, tongue, and nation reading the Bible and doing theology together so that we might 
fill in each other’s blind spots and together discern the fullness of God’s revelation in Christ? 

The Bible from beginning to end is steeped in narrative about the intermixing of tribes, peoples, 
and nations in God’s salvation plan. If we are to carry out God’s mission of reconciliation with 
all peoples, we must learn to read the biblical texts we must learn to read the biblical texts as 
they speak uniquely to the experience of those different from ourselves. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Psalm 67 has been a favorite of mine ever since I discovered the musical setting by the Welsh 
composer, William Mathias, which he composed for the royal wedding of Prince Charles and 
Lady Diana.  

The dominant theme in Psalm 67 is a communal prayer for God’s blessing for the peoples, the 
nations of the world. Peoples, nations, plural. The psalm resounds with praise, gladness, and 
exultation among the nations. You simply can’t be sad singing or hearing this psalm! 

Let the peoples praise thee, O God; * yea, let all the peoples praise thee. 
O Let the nations rejoice and be glad, * O Let the nations rejoice and be glad,  
For thou shalt judge the folk righteously and govern the nations upon earth. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, And to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 
And ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 


