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[Easter Day, Year A: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2;14-24; Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10] 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 
Today, from the Acts of the Apostles, we hear Peter 
clearing his throat. He is on strange, unfamiliar 
ground. He is in the home of a Roman Centurion. 
Very strange, for a Galilean fisherman. Who would 
have thought? But here he is, speaking in peace to a 
representative of the oppressor of his people. He’s 
barely had a chance to process what has happened 
in the last couple of days: a strange vision from 
God, repeated three times, with the message that he 
must not declare “unclean”—dirty, filthy, beyond 
the pale, “stay away!”—what God has declared 
“clean!”, and with the clear indication that this is 
about his attitude to Gentiles, to non-Jews. And 
virtually simultaneously, the arrival of messengers 
from this same centurion, Cornelius, inviting him to 
his home. 
 
And here he is. Peter has probably never set foot in 
a Gentile home before (God forbid!), very likely 
never had a sincere, open, give-and-take 
conversation with a Gentile, let alone approached a 
Roman centurion as a potential friend. It’s all 
happened so fast, he can barely make sense of it. 
But they want to hear from him, so he clears his 
throat and speaks. 
 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power… he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he 
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him 
on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name. 
 

In pondering the crucifixion of Jesus two days ago, 
especially as presented in the Gospel of John, I kept 
returning to the phrase infinite openness… infinite 
openness: the crucified one lifted up from the earth, 
his arms flung wide in a magnetic embrace that 
somehow, in the midst of the horror that is 
happening to him, welcomes everyone and 
everything into a new place, a new creation. And 
here we see Peter caught up in the strange 
experience of participating in that embrace: having 
received it himself, having been welcomed into 
fellowship with the crucified one, despite his 
denials of Jesus, now here he is, a bit awkwardly, a 
bit painfully, perhaps, feeling his way into, 
stretching into what it means to participate in that 
embrace, extending it to someone who previously 
he could only conceive as an enemy, the symbol of 
all that his people hated. 
 
Who would that be for you? Who represents 
everything that you and “your people”, people like 
you, hate? You don’t need me to tell you that we 
live in a time of division, and hatred. And we tend 
to segregate ourselves to surround ourselves with 
the like-minded. 
 
How might Christ be seeking to stretch us—you, 
me—into a new place? What might it be like, now, 
today, for you and me to be stretched into the 
infinite openness of Christ? Welcomed, and 
stretched. 
 
In a world of such division, and in a world of such 
suffering, what does it mean to be welcomed, and 
stretched like that? 
 
Peter says of the resurrected Jesus: 
 
He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge 
of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name. 
 
Everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name. 
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Forgiveness, of course, is the message of Easter.  
The risen Jesus comes not in vengeance, but in 
peace.  But in practice, forgiveness isn’t easy. 
Sometimes we want to make it too easy. And, 
sometimes we make it more complicated than it 
needs to be. 
 
Everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name. 
 
Those words can make it sound very transactional, 
very quick and easy. I have the experience of 
“believing” in Jesus, and presto, all my sins are 
forgiven. Of course, that mostly sounds great for us 
when it means forgiveness for us and our sins, but 
what about, well, at the moment let’s take Bashir 
Al-Assad, much in the news of late. If he were to 
come to an experience of believing in Jesus, all his 
wrongs would be instantly forgiven, presto, never 
mind all he has done, the horrible suffering he has 
caused, never mind the people whose lives he has 
taken, the people whose children, parents, brothers, 
sisters have been killed by him?  Really? And then, 
back to you and me, for most of us at least, there are 
people we have deeply, deeply hurt. Okay. There 
are people I have deeply, deeply hurt. Do I get to 
say, well, because I believe in Jesus, all is forgiven, 
I’m sorry, and they just need to get over it? 
 
Everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name. 
 
Here’s what I think that is actually saying: When 
we put our trust in Christ, and all our energy into 
living into that trusting in him, which is to say, 
living with him and in him, seeking to be ever more 
responsive to his teaching and his call, then, through 
his Name, through the reality of who he is, I will 
find that I am in a process of receiving forgiveness 
for all that I have done. A very real, and life-giving 
process. I will not be condemned to the torment of 
my own guilt, to suffer endlessly, cut off forever 
from life-giving connection. I will find, though, that 
believing in Christ does entail suffering, a very real 
suffering, but now a suffering with Christ, and in 
Christ, and that includes suffering through the 
reality and the consequences of what I have done, 
but suffering all that in a deepening communion, a 
deepening love, deepening relationship, including 

sooner or later in God’s time, a deepening 
relationship with those whom I have hurt and those 
who have hurt me. No short cuts. All this within the 
infinite openness of God, the infinite openness of 
Christ, crucified and risen. 
 
That is the life of the Christian. That is the life of 
the Church. 
 
What might it look like, now, to live more deeply 
into that in your life? What strange, unfamiliar 
ground do you find yourself standing on? To what 
“enemy” are you being invited to speak a word of 
peace? How is Christ inviting and stretching you 
into his infinite openness? 
 
I believe that this is the only way the world will be 
healed. The forgiveness Christ offers is not cheap 
and easy. But it is freely offered, freely bestowed, 
this invitation into his infinite openness, to be 
welcomed and to be stretched, to suffer with Christ 
in the fellowship of his wounds, and to share in the 
infinite joy of his resurrection. 
 
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth, for you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 
There is so much in these verses from Colossians, 
and no time to unpack them. But this is not about 
ignoring life on earth and thinking only of a fluffy 
place far away. It means to see the world always in 
the light of the Crucified One, who dwells now in 
the infinite light that is at the core of reality, to see 
the world now in him, the whole world in his 
wounded and glorified Body, in his infinite 
openness.  And in that light, to be relieved of the 
burden of our own identity, of trying to figure out 
who we are and where we stand, because we know 
that we are held in the light of his infinite openness, 
carrying us forward into the renewal of all things: 
 
For you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 
glory. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 


