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Christ is Risen!  Alleluia. 
 
Marcus Borg, the late biblical scholar, urged that we read the 
scriptures through a historical metaphorical lens.  That is, we 
should look for a deeper meaning of the passages rather than a 
simple historical or literal meaning of the words. 
 
What I love about Borg’s position is that as we read once again the 
beloved words of the Easter story we can find in them something 
more than a literal understanding.  I believe that when we do that, 
the words take on the capacity to draw us into the story.   They are 
no longer simply an account of that first Easter morning. Now they 
become a living testament that reaches across the centuries and 
draws us into the Easter experience. 
 
So what might be a more than literal, historical understanding  of 
this Thomas story mean for us.  Let’s take a look. 
 
We are not strangers to beyond the grave experiences.  If we 
listen carefully, many of us have heard stories of loved ones 
experiencing the presence of those who have died long ago, 
appearing in the here and now.  My own mother told me on her 
death bed last year, that she saw her daughter, who had died ages 
ago, waiting for her with open arms.   
 
Early in my ministry, I was working with a member whose son had 
leukemia, and after a period of remission the disease came back 
with a vengeance that claimed the life of her young 8 year old son.  
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But during that period of remission he was able to go home.  One 
day he was playing in his back yard, and his mother who kept a 
close eye on him, heard him talking to someone.  So she went to 
the back door and called to him and asked “who are you talking 
to?”  He replied, “mom, don’t you see him?  It’s uncle David and 
he told me to not be afraid, that Jesus was waiting for me.”  What 
you don’t know, is that Uncle David, was killed in a tragic accident 
two years earlier. 
 
We are not the first culture to have beyond the grave experiences, 
nor will we be the last.  So what was Thomas’s problem?  Surely 
the disciples report of “seeing Jesus” could not have been all that 
different from other post death apparitions of loved ones.  But even 
with all of the disciples telling him about seeing Jesus...Thomas is 
doubting it.  Why? 
 
Notice that he does not simply ask for a vision of Jesus.   No!  
Thomas is much more precise than that...not just seeing Jesus’ 
image ... not just experiencing his presence among them ... No 
Thomas wants something much more specific.  He wants to see 
the body of the crucified one.  He wants to put his finger into the 
nail prints in Jesus’s hands and to place his hand into the wound in 
Jesus side.  Then, Thomas says, I will believe!  Why? Why such a 
specific request?   
 
I think it was so specific because Thomas’s doubt was not simply 
about whether or not Jesus’ resuscitated body walked out of the 
tomb.  I think Thomas’s doubt was much deeper.  I think it was 
about profoundly doubting Jesus' whole message concerning the 
kingdom of God.  It was about doubting that the Way of the Cross 
ends in abundant life.  
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You might pick on Thomas because he is the one who at least 
voiced his doubts.  But notice what the text says of all of the 
disciples.... When it was evening on that day, ...  the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jews,...”  And a week later when Thomas was with them, notice 
the doors are still shut!  They are still afraid.   And if actions speak 
louder than words, then their fear says that they too have their 
doubts about the way of the cross. 
 
So Thomas’s doubts are not so shocking.  I think that the larger 
than literal meaning of this story is that Thomas was doubting this 
whole Jesus thing.  Because in the crucifixion, Thomas saw that 
violence and force and power, win out over nonviolence, 
compassion and servant-hood,  every time.  
 
Jesus said: "whoever wants to be the greatest in the Kingdom of 
God must be the least"    And Thomas said: “I’m doubting it!  

Jesus said: “do not return evil for evil, but pray for those who 
persecute you .... turn the other cheek .... go the second mile .... 
you cannot serve both God and mammon .... the first shall be last 
and the last shall be first ....”  And Thomas said: “I’m doubting it! 
 
Jesus said: "Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 
'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?' For it is the Gentiles 
who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the way of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well." ....And Thomas said "I’m doubting it!"  
 
Thomas could not, or would not believe until he himself 
experienced the wounds of the crucified one.  For it was not just 
simply a risen Lord that Thomas wanted to see, but the crucified 
and risen one.  That is who Thomas will believe in.   
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That is the one who can turn water into wine, who can multiply 
loaves and fishes, who can bring sight to the blind and voice to the 
voiceless. That is the one who can bring hope to a world shrouded 
in darkness. 
 
And in that regard I think Thomas spoke not only for himself, nor 
only for the disciples, I think he spoke for the world as well. And it is 
this challenge that draws us into the Easter narrative, today, 
tomorrow and the next day. This is for us, the more than literal 
meaning of the story.   The World waits to believe. 
 
The world stands with Thomas.  They hear our Easter 
proclamation and they say I’m doubting it.  They hear the message 
that it is the way of the cross that leads to abundant life.  And they 
say, I’m doubting it.  They hear the words but they fail to see the 
evidence that we believe in what we proclaim.  
 
And until the world truly sees our wounds, sees our embracing the 
way of the cross, the world will continue to stand with Thomas and 
say I’m doubting it!  
 
 
As hard as this pandemic has been on us I think that there is a 
silver lining within it.  If you have watched the news you must be 
aware that this pandemic has affected people of color and 
undocumented laborers in much greater numbers than the rest of 
us.  And while we all have had our lives turned upside down many 
of us within the church will weather this storm with little or no direct 
financial impact upon us.  Never-the-less, most of us will still 
benefit from the governments stimulus checks.  
 
 
Jesus also said: “whoever seeks to save their life will lose it, 
whoever loses their life for my sake and for the Gospel will save it 
.....” 
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What will be our witness this Easter season? Do we stand with the 
world and say I doubt it.. as we gladly receive our checks and stick 
them in our bank accounts. Or do we, with fear and trembling stand 
with Thomas as he embraces the crucified one, and take to heart 
Jesus’ words, by dying to self and serving our neighbors in need?   
Will our witness be to our doubts  or to the way of the cross?  
 
Taste and see the Lord is good!  Embrace the cross, die to self,  
and experience the power of the resurrection! 
 
Christ, the crucified one, is Risen!  Alleluia.   
 
 
Loving God, In this time of uncertainty, give courage and strength to all who 
serve the common good.  Especially guard and protect those who through their 
caring for others become vulnerable themselves.  We give thanks for those who 
continue their support of Shepherd by the Sea through their gifts of time, talent 
and treasure.  Strengthen our witness to Jesus the Christ, crucified and risen.  
Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ? Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 


