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Christ the King Sunday, November 25, 2018 
Sermon 

Pastor Norman Vernon Holmes 
Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Church, Gualala 

 
Grace and peace be yours from the Ancient One, whose throne was fiery flames, and 
from the one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven, and from the life 
transforming power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
We live in difficult times...but this is Thanksgiving weekend.  And so, our thoughts 
should turn to the things that we are thankful for.  Now there are a ton of things that 
you or I could list that we are thankful for.  But as I pondered this question, considering 
the difficult times in which we live, I am most thankful for the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and for the church, as flawed and as frustrating it can be. It never-the-less is the living 
incarnation of the Gospel.  And for that I am most thankful!  We live in difficult 
times....and the Gospel was given for times such as these. 
 
This is not a new idea ...even the ancient prophets, in difficult times, proclaimed a word 
of hope.  Recall that favorite Advent text spoken to a captive people in Babylon:  
“Comfort, O comfort my people,  says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,   

and cry to her  that she has served her term...” Isa 40:1-2 
Or that wonderful Christmas Eve text: 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness —  on them light has shined. Isa 9:14 

 
Did you know that the Chinese ideogram for “crisis” is made up of two characters 
signifying both “opportunity” and “danger.”  I see a parallel with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, in difficult times it presents both opportunity and danger.  It is opportunity for 
those who long for the Kingdom of God, while at the same time it is a danger to those 
who oppose it. The Gospel shines most brightly in difficult times. 
 
We often forget that as the birth narratives unfold in Matthew and Luke, there is a 
two-fold response to the news of messiah.  There is either rejoicing and adoration, or 
fear and rejection.  The established powers that be had no interest what-so-ever in a 
newborn king or of his kingdom.  Over the millennia’s of time, things have not 
changed.  The kingdoms of this world are still opposed to the kingdom of God.    
 
Today is also Christ the King Sunday!  Scholars, across the spectrum of Biblical 
interpretation, are almost unanimous in saying that Jesus’ primary message was that 
of the Kingdom of God. The only debate is whether Jesus was speaking of some future 
“pie in the sky” type of place or whether Jesus was speaking about God’s reign 
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transforming this world of time and place, this reality in which you and I live and move 
and have our being.   
 
I, for one, advocate for the latter.  That is, the transformation of this world.  It is what 
we pray for each Sunday when we pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven!”  To which, John Dominic Crossan says: “Heaven is all right 
and will take care of itself, it is the transformation of the earth for which we pray.” 
 
In fairy tales, kings live in a castle, usually located on a hill (a safe place), surrounded 
by a moat for the utmost protection for the king and family. Modern political leaders 
have more technologically advanced means to provide a similar level of safety against 
would-be attackers.   But the way of leaders, ancient and modern, is to hunger and 
thirst for power and then to manage the affairs around them in such a manner as to 
insure their continued control.    
 
One means to securing power and might used by rulers both ancient and modern is to 
control the news around them so as to distort or slant the truth.  It is as ancient as the 
times of Isaiah, an 8th century B.C.E. prophet, and as modern as contemporary leaders 
in Washington today.  
 
The 8th century BCE prophet warned...  
 

Ah, you who call evil good,  and good evil, who put darkness for light,  and light 
for darkness,  who put bitter for sweet,  and sweet for bitter!  Ah, you who are 
wise in your own eyes, and shrewd in your own sight! 

 
Isaiah goes on to say that those who pervert God’s will and God’s justice will not 
escape the consequences of their actions saying: 
 

as the tongue of fire devours the stubble, and as dry grass sinks down in the 
flame, so their root will become rotten, and their blossom go up like dust; for they 
have rejected the instruction of the LORD of hosts... 

 
We see that same obfuscation of the truth in  the gospel lesson for Christ the King 
Sunday. Jesus is being tried before Pilate.  In the course of their dialog Pilate says: 
“So you are a king?” Now the assigned reading for the day ends with Jesus’ replying:  
 

“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the 
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  
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But in the text of John’s Gospel, the trial  continues with Pilate asking Jesus, "What is 
truth?" 
 
We live in troubling times!  Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” may seem impertinent in 
the Gospel story but it s very pertinent for the world in which we live.  
 
What is truth? ... The CIA has concluded that the crown prince of Saudi Arabia is fully 
implicated in the murder of a journalist who dared to print news that was contrary to the 
liking of the ruling family.   Our own president, who has his own detractors among 
journalists would like us to believe in an alternate truth.  In fact, our own president is 
fond of calling news stories that are challenging to his own world view, as being “fake 
news”.   
 
So alternative news is offered to the public.  
 
• Global warming is fake news.  - The devastating forest fires in California, fueled 

by years of drought from changing climate conditions, if you are to believe the 
president’s truth, were caused by improper forest management.   

• Osamu bin Laden should have / would have been  captured sooner but 
McRaven, the military leader charged with that task, was a "Hillary Clinton fan"  

• ... the Russia investigation is all a witch hunt: 
• Immigrants seeking asylum are murders, drug pushers, thugs and terrorists.   
  
But offering alternative views of truth is not new.   Leaders long ago discovered the art 
of subterfuge.  This is precisely why Pilate asks “What is truth?” 

 
Throughout history, kings and rulers have used religion to provide legitimacy for their 
claims to power.  You can see the subtle ploy of wrapping the administration in a cloak 
of legitimacy in a billboard series that appeared very recently around St. Louis. The 
billboards in question shows a picture of Trump speaking at a rally with the words of 
John 1:14 displayed below the picture: "The Word became Flesh." In the top right-hand 
corner of the billboard are the words "Make the Gospel Great Again" and an American 
flag displayed overtop of a cross.  As if the America First idea and seeking and 
securing political power and wealth were synonymous with the Gospel.  
 
But the “word that became flesh” is a different kind of king.   
 
Just last week the acting attorney general of the United States suggested that judges 
should all be Christian and adhere to the biblical standard of justice.  If you ignore the 
arrogance of thinking that Christianity is the only true religion, on the surface that 
statement may sound good, maybe even noble...But the lie is found in the word 



 4 

“Justice” Because the statement looked for the Justice of “Law and Order.” In that 
context Justice is a code word for maintaining the status quo with its unequal 
distribution of wealth and power. There Justice refers to Retributive justice and the 
system is about punishment of those who challenge the status quo... it is about 
criminal justice enacted against those who violated the peace.  
 
But Justice in the bible is almost always about “Distributive Justice” where the 
goodness and blessings of God’s creation are shared by all, including the widow, the 
orphan, and the immigrant.  Justice in scripture is transformative in nature! 
Challenging the lust for power and wealth at the expense of the people of the land.  
 
God’s kingdom is a different kind of kingdom and God’s king, is a different kind of king.   
 
Rather than seeking personal gain or fame, God’s king seeks only to do the will of the 
Father in heaven.  Rather than protecting himself from harm in any way, King Jesus 
dares to demonstrate God’s love for all people. Jesus does not run from pain, anguish, 
or suffering, rather he runs to it.  And bids his loyal subjects to follow.  So that Jesus 
and his kingdom is not found in palaces or fortresses, it is not found in riches and gain, 
rather it is found in places of disaster and suffering in the world.   Places where the 
only currency is compassion, and the only power is the power to empty oneself for the 
sake of the other.   
 
As Pilate asks “What is truth?”  Jesus replies, that he has come to bear witness to the 
truth and that those who belongs to the truth listens to my voice. 
 
As we listen to the voice of Jesus we hear that he came so that we might have 
abundant life. Abundant life which does not consists of buying and selling but rather of 
giving and receiving. 
 
Biblical truth tells us that God’s love for this world is a transformative love where  
 

 51God has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
 and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and sent the rich away empty.  Luke 1:51-53 

 
These are difficult times...but the Gospel of Jesus the Christ of God, offers light in the 
darkness and hope for a renewed heaven and earth. As our gathering hymn 
proclaimed: 
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“Though some would make their greatness felt, and lord it over all, you said 
the first must be the last, and service be our call.  O Christ, in work-place 
church and home, let none to power cling: for still, through us, you come to 
serve, a different kind of king.” 

 
We live in difficult times, but the deeper the darkness the brighter the light of the 
Gospel shines.  We have much to be thankful for. 
 
Amen. 


