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Grace to you and Peace from God!  “Mary: The world’s most powerful woman” was the 

title of the article from National Geographic December 2015, a friend of mine sent me during 

last Christmas. It is about “Virgin Mary as a personal intercessor and a global sensation” by 

award-winning journalist Maureen Orth and Diana Markosian (photographer). Inspired by 

National Museum of Women in the Arts exhibition, “Picturing Mary: Woman, Mother, Idea” the 

purpose of the article was to find out why Mary “the world’s most depicted woman, yet among 

the most mysterious, with more written about her in the Koran thank in the Bible.” What is it 

about Mary? Asks NG’s chief editor Susan Goldberg and quotes. “You see yourself and your 

concerns reflected,” says Melissa R. Katz, an art history professor at Wesleyan University and 

author of a book on Marian imagery. “That’s what Mary has always done, that Jesus could not,  

she is more accessible, less threatening, always on people’s side.” Yes, in India, where I grew up, 

Marymatha in Hindi or mariyamma in Telugu is more venerated and worshiped as a goddess 

than Jesus as a savior!  

Today is the day before Christmas. Today is the fourth Sunday in advent. We have been 

waiting, anticipating, and longing to hear the good news that Jesus is Born, Emmanuel, God is 

with us. Our readings from the Bible point to the good news that God favors the humble and 

lowly because of God’s steadfast love. They remind us that God prefers to dwell with us with 

God’s presence “pitched as a tent” than be confined to a structure built by human hands, a 

temple, a place of worship.   



In the readings for today, we are reminded by the proclamation of the psalmist David about 

God’s steadfast love and faithfulness for all generations, time and again, though the whole world 

seems to be a mess beyond repair. The Gospel reminds of how the messenger from God, angel 

Gabriel brought glad tidings to young woman that she will become a mother, a mother of God, a 

mother who gives birth to the savior of the world. We call this event as the Annunciation of our 

Lord, or the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary. I would like to highlight few verses from 

the Holy Scriptures we read.   

I will sing of your steadfast love … with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all 

generations are the words of Psalmist David!  He knew what it meant to be a shepherd boy and 

be chosen, anointed and exalted to be a king. When he was dwelling in City of David, he thought 

of building a sanctuary to God who exalted him. Can anyone build a house for God, the creator 

of the whole universe? Today, we are fully aware of housing crisis and related issues. Homeless 

or Houseless brothers and sisters are an issues that we all need to address. In spite of many 

apartments, town homes, new homes and luxury apartments being build housing in an issue. 

Often times we neglect our role to give preference to affordable housing and address 

homelessness. King David wanted build a house, a temple for God to dwell b.  But, God who is 

incomprehensible and unconceivable prefers to make humanity and all creation as home, as a 

dwelling place, a place to “pitch the tent” rather than being confined to a temple, a place of 

worship. (2 Samuel 7: 1-16)  God said to David, “I took you from the pasture, from following the 

sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went..,” (vv 

8and 9a). Instead of David building a house to God, David is given the promise that God will 

make a house where David as the anointed to do justice.   



I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him;  

my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him. … 

My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name his horn shall be 
exalted.  

I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers.  

He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’  

(Psalm 89: 20-24)  

David experienced God’s steadfast love and faithfulness in spite of all the challenges and 

despair he faced. Hence he praises God through this psalm. 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” In the Gospel we read “after six months” 

referring to the annunciation to Zechariah about Elizabeth’s child John, the Nazarene. Reminding 

that it has been before and it will happen in the future of how God favors the humble, the lowly, 

the rejected, and those who are marginalized by the centers. Elizabeth was barren and Mary was 

a virgin. The angel Gabriel brought the news that God has chosen them to fulfill God’s promises 

to the world. God will intervene into the history through the most vulnerable, humble and lowly 

beings. Mary was afraid how she could become a mother without knowing a man. The angel said 

to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. Mary had the courage to bear the 

child of God. Mary stood firm to face the reality, whatever it may be to stand firm on her 

conviction to protect life. The angel affirmed how it will be fulfilled “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And Mary responded with her humility and 



conviction. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 

your word.”  

 Indeed Mary is the world’s most powerful woman. She stands as a symbol of courage and 

hope. Mary is a symbol of God’s steadfast love and faithfulness for all generations.  God fulfills 

the promise through Mary, through the Christ child, the anointed one, that the reign of God 

dwells with us in each of our hearts. In conclusion I want to say how Paul reminds us about how 

God reveals the mystery of God’s reign through Jesus Christ:  

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is 
now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according 
to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise 
God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. Romans 16:25-27 

May you have a blessed Christmas and a happy New year! 
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