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Newsletter  

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 
www.shepherdbythesea.org 

Gualala, California 

Summer, 2013 

 “As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 

INTERIM NEWSLETTERS 

This Newsletter provides information about events at 

Shepherd by the Sea and in the Diocese and Synod this 

summer.  Another interim Newsletter is planned for Au-

tumn 2013, and possibly one for Winter 2013-14.  It is 

hoped that someone will step forward to edit and publish 

the Newsletter at more regular intervals in 2014. 

PASTORAL COLUMNS 
 

Fr. Gillett Bechtel provided coverage for pastoral emer-

gencies and served as a conduit for communication with 

the Diocese.  When Fr. Gillett and Betty moved to Yu-

caipa, it left a hole in the fabric that is Shepherd by the 

Sea.  The Mission Committee has asked Fr. Jamie Knutsen 

and Pastor Newt Kerney to take on the roles Fr. Gillett 

filled; they have graciously accepted.  They and the Mis-

sion Committee are developing a Letter of Agreement.  

They will be writing occasional columns for the Newslet-

ter. 

From Fr. James (Jamie) Knutsen 

Dear friends at Shepherd-by-the-Sea, 

It has been for some years now that I have enjoyed driv-

ing up the Sonoma Coast and over the Mendocino 

County line to be with the Shepherd-by-the-Sea congre-

gation for Sunday worship at Mary Star. Now I am de-

lighted to be in conversation about deepening our pas-

toral relationship. That conversation includes the congre-

gation and its leadership and Pastor Newt Kerney, as well 

as our Bishop’s Office and the Lutheran Synod leadership.  

It will be some months before we finish spelling out what 

this relationship will look like in a “Letter of Agreement.”  

It seems that this arrangement will include some in-

volvement of Pastor Kerney and myself in Christian for-

mation and pastoral oversight, as well as availability for 

emergency pastoral care.  What would you like to see in 

this relationship? I hope you will all be part of the con-

versation. 

One of my memories of my connection with your congre-

gation was when the late Fr. Peter Farmer came to 

preach at the celebration of the centennial of St Mi-

chael’s, Fort Bragg, in 2002,when I was rector there 

(1998-2003). Prior to that I served at Incarnation, Santa 

Rosa; St Luke’s, Calistoga; and St John’s in Hingham, MA.  

I went to seminary at the Episcopal Divinity School, Cam-

bridge, MA, received an M.Div. in 1990, and was or-

dained priest in 1991. Some of you may be aware that I 

have a deep love for the worship and spirituality of the 

Eastern Orthodox Church. This love was deeply planted in 

1987-88 when I interrupted my seminary studies to 

spend nine months at New Valamo Orthodox Monastery 

in Finland. My university studies were at Stanford, and 

prior to that I grew up in the beautiful town of Sonoma, 

here in this Diocese, where my father, Martin Knutsen, 

was rector of Trinity Church. 

After my years in Fort Bragg, I returned to Boston in 2004 

to explore monastic life with the Society of St John the 

Evangelist in Cambridge. Though I elected to leave after 

two years, this was another powerfully formative experi-
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ence for me, and deepened my sense of calling to a life of 

prayer. SSJE also introduced me to the ministry of giving 

spiritual direction, which in recent years has evolved into 

my primary ministry. I have a sister, Mary, who is men-

tally disabled and for whom my brother Andrew and I are 

guardians. Mary lives in a group home in Santa Rosa, and 

making my residence in Santa Rosa myself allows me to 

spend time with her each week. 

Peace, 

Jamie 

From Pastor Newt Kerney 

"For everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven." 

The author of the book of Ecclesiastes sums up the ef-

fects and implications of change in the first eight verses 

of the third chapter of his book.  Change is a constant in 

our lives and in the in church. 

The leadership team of Shepherd of the Sea is exploring a 

change involving pastoral support and Fr. Jaime Knutson 

and I are a part of that change.  While things are not fully 

fleshed out, it is my hope that this change will allow the 

members and friends of the church to be able to develop 

a deeper pastoral relationship with the two of us. 

As an introduction to that, let me share a little about my-

self.  I was ordained in 1977 and served parishes in San 

Luis Obispo, CA; Pearl City, HI; Paradise, CA; and Rohnert 

Park, CA.  I retired last year on the 35th anniversary of 

my ordination.  My education includes a B.F.A. degree in 

Music Education from San Diego State University; a Mas-

ter of Divinity from Trinity Lutheran Theological Seminary 

in Columbus, OH; and a Doctor of Ministry Degree in 

Spiritual Formation and Leadership from George Fox 

Theological Seminary in Portland, OR. 

Along the way, I also joined the Air Force Reserves as a 

Chaplain and retired after 21 years in 2005 as the Wing 

Chaplain for the largest reserve unit in the country. 

 
Pastor Newt and Julie Kerney 

My wife Julie and I have been married for 36 years.  We 

have three adult children and one granddaughter.  Julie 

spent her career as a nurse, working in Public Health, 

hospitals, clinics and as the director of various home 

health agencies.  She has served as a Health Minister in 

two congregations and works with a consortium of 

churches on a program entitled Seniors in Transition. She 

is taking weaving classes and enjoys our garden and our 

cabin near Mt. Lassen National Park.   We live in Cotati. 

We have enjoyed meeting the folks at Shepherd by the 

Sea each time we have been asked to come up and are 

looking forward to seeing how we might be of service as 

we enter a new time of change in the congregation.  My 

email address is: Nkerney@sbcglobal.net.   Feel free to 

email and introduce yourself to me. 

Blessings, 

Pr. Newt Kerney 

RENATA YARDUMIAN RESIGNS 

Renata Yardumian has been Shepherd by the Sea’s faith-

ful keyboardist since October 2009.  Renata has resigned 

and her last Sunday was June 2 when we had a chance to 

acknowledge her many contributions  We have appreci-

ated her professional musicianship at our services, her 

leadership of the Make a Joyful Choir, and her leadership 

for the community productions of Messiah underwritten 

by Shepherd by the Sea.   

Renata is preparing for a move to the Philadelphia area 

so that she can organize the papers of her late father, 

composer Richard Yardumian, at the University of Penn-

sylvania Library.   In the meantime, she will be perform-

ing at Gualala Arts’ A Night of Gershwin on June 29. 

Thank you, Renata! 

PICTURE DIRECTORY 

It is time for a revised directory.  The suggestion has been 

made that the directory include individual or family pic-

tures for each individual.  We are asking that each mem-

ber or friend of Shepherd by the Sea provide information 

about themselves.  You can use the form printed on the 

next page or e-mail the information to Joan Jordan at 

joaniej@ix.netcom.com.  

If you are returning the form by mail, Shepherd by the 

Sea’s mailing address is printed on the back.  Just fold the 

form in thirds on the indicated lines, tape closed, put a 

stamp on it, and drop the folded form in the mail box.  

Alternatively, bring the form to church where there will 

be a collection basket. 

We plan to take pictures of members and friends on Sun-

days after church during coffee hour, starting June 9.  If 

you have a digital photograph that you would prefer we 

use, please e-mail it to Joan Jordan at 

joaniej@ix.netcom.com.   
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Shepherd by the Sea Directory 

 

The time has come to update the Shepherd by the Sea Directory.  This time we want to include not only your 

name, snail mail address, e-mail address and phone number (land and/or cell), but a photo of you too. 

 

We would like to complete the Directory and have it to you by the end of July. 

 

We need to know if you want to be included in the updated Directory 

 Yes_____ 

  

No______ 

 

Do you want to be included as a Member of Shepherd by the Sea?_____ 

 

Do you want to be included as a Friend of Shepherd by the Sea?  _______ 

 

We plan to take photos at Shepherd by the Sea. 

 I/we want my/our photo taken at Shepherd by the Sea _______ 

  

I/we will send you my/our photo electronically______ 

 

Name:  

 First Name:  __________________________   Last Name:  ________________________________ 

 

 First Name:  __________________________   Last Name:  ________________________________ 

  

 

Mailing Address:  ______________________________________________ 

 

        ______________________________________________ 

 

       _______________________________________________  

 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________   

 

Phone  

Landline Number:  __________________ 

 

Mobile Number:  ____________________  

   

Please return this form to  Shepherd by the Sea 

    PO Box 691 

    Gualala, CA 95445 

 

You can also place this form in the Directory Basket at Shepherd by the Sea on Sunday morning or send the in-

formation electronically to: joaniej@ix.netcom.com 
 

Thank you,. 

Shepherd by the Sea Mission Committee 

Lamar Van Gunten, Bob Tollefson, Joan Jordan, Joanne Corey, Ginger Veys  
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SHEPHERD BY THE SEA SPEAKER SERIES 

Lamar Van Gunten, Senior Warden 

The Episcopal Diocese of Northern California has set 

aside $200,000 for Ministry Development within its Par-

ishes and Missions, subject to accepted grant applica-

tions.  

This means a proposal for a new ministry had to be cre-

ated by Shepherd By the Sea and accepted by the Dio-

cese. This did in fact happen and we have been funded 

$5700 to support bringing nationally known speakers on 

the spiritual life to Gualala.  

This is a bit ambitious, to say the least, but who knows 

what might happen here?  We are definitely stepping out 

of our comfort zone to do this. So far we have assembled 

a “long list” of possible speakers and are still looking for 

more suggestions. So if you have read a book that you 

found challenging, developmental, helpful to your deeper 

life please let your Board know and we will add the au-

thor to the list.  

Then we will have to develop a short list and get into 

practicalities of this Mission. We also will need your help 

in vetting the long list to the short list so if you want to 

participate in this process also let any Board member 

know.   

Above all we will need some prayer support on this en-

deavor.  

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

For nearly a decade, Lynda O’Brien’s ministry has been 

mailing, on behalf of Shepherd by the Sea, birthday cards 

and anniversary cards to us on our special days of cele-

bration.  Thank you, Lynda! 

As it is time to update the Directory; it is also time to up-

date the birthday and anniversary list.  Please give Lynda 

your celebration dates or send them to Shepherd by the 

Sea, PO Box 691, Gualala, CA 95445 .    

THE ELCA IS 25 YEARS OLD 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is 

celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2013 under the theme, 

"Always being made new."  What God has done through 

the ELCA is worth celebrating.  During this anniversary 

year, it is good to take a look back at the people and 

events that have shaped the ELCA, while looking toward 

the future.  In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul writes, "So if any-

one is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new!" 

The ELCA was formed by the merger of the American Lu-

theran Church, the Association of Evangelical Lutheran 

Churches, and the Lutheran Church in America. The ELCA 

is composed of 4.8 million members and nearly 10,500 

congregations in 65 synods across the U.S. and Carib-

bean.  Shepherd by the Sea is in the the ELCA’s Sierra Pa-

cific Synod.   

The ELCA is deeply rooted in Scripture, tradition and the 

Lutheran Confessions, as well as in the vibrant communi-

ties and rich histories of our congregations. These roots 

are an ongoing source of nourishment, enabling the ELCA 

be a church that is resilient, always reforming and guided 

by the Holy Spirit. 

BISHOP MARK HOLMERUD VISIT, JUNE 23 

 
Rev. Mark W. Holmerud, Fourth Bishop of the Sierra Pa-

cific Synod, will visit Shepherd by the Sea on June 23, 

presiding and preaching. 

Bishop Mark, born in 1956 in Pomona, CA, traces his fam-

ily to 18th Century Hispanic settlers.  He grew up in Solana 

Beach, served in the US Navy, and graduated from San 

Diego State University in 1980, with a degree in History 

and a minor in Classics. He received his M.Div. from Lu-

ther Theological Seminary in 1984.  He was Associate 

Pastor, then Senior Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church of 

Stockton until the fall of 2004, when he was called as Pas-

tor of Lutheran Church of the Incarnation, Davis, CA. 

Bishop Mark was elected and subsequently installed as 

bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod in 2008. Married to 

Debbi, the principal of Lincoln High School in Stockton, 

they have a blended family of four adult children.  His 

interests include astronomy, playing softball, canning 

award-winning pickles, and restoring a 1966 Mustang. 

Following the service, there will be a brunch at the Gua-

lala Arts Center.  Volunteers will be needed to help with 

the brunch. 

CONFIRMATION, AUGUST 25 

Emma and Matthew Eidenberger are preparing for Con-

firmation, the acceptance and blessing of the Christian 

vocation that marks public entry into the life of Christ.   

The Confirmation is planned for the Sunday, August 25, 

service.  In the Episcopal tradition, Confirmation is a sac-

ramental act reserved for Bishops.  The Rt. Rev. George 

Hunt, retired Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode 

Island, will confirm Matthew and Emma. 
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If you have an interest in being confirmed or received 

from another denomination into the Episcopal Church, 

please talk with Joan Jordan. 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 

Russian River (West) Deanery Convocation, Oct. 19 

The Russian River Deanery Fall Convocation will be on 

Saturday, October 19.  The Convocation will begin at 9:30 

and end about 3:00, at a church in the Deanery to be an-

nounced.   

Delegates to Diocesan Convention should plan to attend 

the Convocation as there will be presentations in prepa-

ration for Convention in November.  There will be explan-

tion and discussion of resolutions coming before Conven-

tion, the nominees for various Diocesan groups (espe-

cially Standing Committee, Diocesan Trustees, and Gen-

eral Convention Deputation) will be introduced, and the 

budget proposed for 2014 will be reviewed.   

Diocesan Annual Convention, Nov. 7-9 

Diocesan Convention 2013 will be held at the Red Lion 

Hotel Woodlake and Conference Center in Sacramento, 

Thursday evening, Nov. 7 to Saturday afternoon, Nov. 9. 

Because this Convention will be electing deputies to the 

Episcopal Church’s 2015 General Convention, business 

will be conducted over two days instead of just one. 

Shepherd by the Sea qualifies to send three lay delegates 

to Annual Convention.  This is a great opportunity to 

meet and share ideas with others from Northern Califor-

nia, to learn about the workings of the Episcopal Church, 

and to help the Diocese set policy and choose its leaders.  

If you are interested in being one of Shepherd by the 

Sea’s delegates, please talk with Lamar van Gunten. 

The guest speaker for the Friday night banquet will be 

Bishop Michael Curry from the Diocese of North Carolina. 

Bishop Curry is one of the Episcopal Church’s most dy-

namic and inspirational preachers. 

Because of the added expense of a two-night convention, 

congregations who will need to travel more than two and 

a half hours, including Shepherd by the Sea, will be of-

fered a $79 voucher per room valid at the Red Lion.  

Bishop Barry Beisner, December 8 

The Rt. Rev. Barry Beisner, Bishop of the Episcopal Dio-

cese of Northern California.  Bishop Beisner has been a 

companion on our Mission’s journey for the past decade.  

See details on his visit in the next Newsletter. 

SIERRA PACIFIC SYNOD ASSEMBLY HIGH-

LIGHTS 

The Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly met under the ELCA’s 

25th Anniversary theme “Always Being Made New.” 

Among the highlights were resolutions that: 

• Established an annual Justice and Advocacy Sunday.  

• Encouraged congregations and members to study the 

Kairos Palestine document, visit Palestine, and support 

denominational partners in Palestine.   Bishop Beisner 

shepherded a similar resolution through the Episcopal 

Church’s 2012 General Convention. 

• Affirmed the moral imperative to reduce violence, 

death and injury caused by guns.  

• Encouraged everyone to treat wild, domestic and re-

search animals compassionately and responsibly.  

• Encouraged congregational support of the ELCA Ma-

laria program.   

• Encouraged an increase of donations of healthy food to 

food pantries and food banks and the establishment of 

community gardens and other sources of healthy food.  

• Took actions to affirm the Synod’s stance regarding 

inclusion of LGBT persons in all of the Synod’s minis-

tries.  These included declaring ReconcilingWorks/San 

Francisco Bay Area as an Affiliated Lutheran Organiza-

tion of the SPS and resolving to publicize SPS as a Rec-

onciling in Christ (RIC) synod. 

ReconcilingWorks advocates for the full inclusion of les-

bian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Lutherans 

in all aspects of the life of their Church.  Reconciling-

Works provides a home for LGBT Lutherans, teaching 

that the Gospel is for everyone equally. RIC is a pro-

gram that recognizes Lutheran synods and congrega-

tions that publicly welcome LGBT believers.  

• Received First United Lutheran Church into the Sierra 

Pacific Synod.  Started in San Francisco in 1885 as 

Women’s Memorial Church, First United was expelled 

from the ELCA in 1995 after calling a gay pastor.  Fol-

lowing the ELCA’S 2009 vote for full inclusion of LGBT 

persons, in 2012 the congregation voted unanimously 

to rejoin the ELCA.    

• Adopted a 2014-15 Council recommended Budget 

which showed anticipated total income of $2,448,320 

with expected expenses totaling $2,723,320.  

OKLAHOMA TORNADO CLEAN-UP  
Adapted from an Episcopal News Service story by Pat McCaughan  

The Oklahoma City area has been hit by two weeks of 

devastating tornados.  As this issue of the Newsletter is 

being prepared, there have been two weeks of clean-up 

following the EF5 Tornado that struck Moore and less 

than a week after another EF5 tornado struck Oklahoma 

City’s western suburbs.  The church has been present for 

the survivors of the devastation. 

A Deacon’s Story 

A week after the Moore tornado, the Rev. Paul Snyder’s 

role had shifted from first responder to “helping people 

try to get order back into their lives.” 

Snyder, a 35-year sheriff’s deputy, an 18-year police 

chaplain and a deacon for three years at St. Christopher’s 
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Episcopal Church in suburban Oklahoma City, received 

calls from some diocesan clergy seeking help locating 

missing parishioners.  “I could tell by the address if the 

home was in the tornado path. Some were pretty close,” 

Snyder said.  “I’d go by their homes, knock on the door 

and say ‘hey, you need to call your priest’.” 

By May 30, his focus shifted to “digging through stuff” as 

Moore City residents continued to sift through debris 

that had once been their homes and neighborhoods. 

Snyder, who also responded during the 1997 bombing of 

the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building and the 1999 tor-

nado outbreak that killed dozens and caused billions of 

dollars of damage, said that the sights, sounds, and 

smells brought it all back to him. 

For first responders and others seeing the devastation it 

“gets pretty emotional at times,” he said. Like seeing live-

stock impaled by flying debris and that had to be de-

stroyed.  And the officer who discovered the bodies of a 

mother and infant child. “He came to talk to me about it 

the next day. It was still working him pretty good,” he 

said. “He couldn’t go to bed for awhile. He just kept 

working; he felt he didn’t get to the baby in time so I got 

to keep going, I’ve got to get to somebody.” 

Ultimately, “it’s all a matter of being there for people in a 

crisis situation,” Snyder said. “Sometimes, it’s a spiritual 

crisis, sometimes it’s physical, but it’s about being there 

when people are in need or hit bottom and trying to lift 

them back up.” 

Grace Marks One Church’s Ministry 

Jera and Jason Kiespert provide faces to the disaster and 

to the grace possible within a church.  The Kiespert’s 

home in Moore was destroyed but within a few days’ 

time, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 25 miles north in Ed-

mond, gave them a place to live, and much, much more.  

After a few days of moving among hotels and the homes 

of family and friends, they received an amazing invita-

tion: use of a home owned by St. Mary’s , where Jera and 

Jason had previously been choir members and their chil-

dren had been baptized. 

 
The Kiesperts home in Moore was destroyed by tornado. 

 “It’s a great stewardship story,” said the Rev. Mark Story, 

St. Mary’s rector. “We received the house as a bequest 

from a parishioner who died about two years ago.  It 

made it possible for Jera and Jason and their children to 

have a place to stay. We’re really thankful.” 

For Jera Kiespert, it was nothing short of miraculous. “It’s 

a beautiful home and what was even more amazing was, 

we walked in and the church ladies had been there,” she 

said. “There were beds with fresh linens, and clean tow-

els, there were supplies in the kitchen. It felt so good to 

walk into a home and feel it is home,” she added. 

“They gave us gift cards, money for groceries, there were 

clothes and toys for the kids. It is so relieving as a mom to 

see your kids go through something like this and then to 

feel like we’re good, we’re going to be OK,” she said. 

Fr. Story said, “Lots of people want to do something 

physical and cleaning up the house and getting it ready 

gave lots of parishioners an opportunity to do something 

that connected them physically with the tragedy in 

Moore. It was a blessing for the family, a blessing for the 

parish, it was just a good thing.” 

What is Needed Now 

On May 30, the Rev. Canon José McLoughlin, canon to 

the ordinary of the Diocese of Oklahoma, said that the 

clean-up and recovery efforts are still very much in initial 

stages and that financial contributions, prayers and other 

assistance is welcomed.  “A large part of what we are 

doing is sharing information and continuing to provide 

resources for short-term needs, for people who need 

clothes, gift cards, and assistance for housing,” he said. 

Canon McLoughlin continues to consult with Episcopal 

Relief & Development as the relief and recovery efforts 

continue to unfold.  “Money is the best thing to give at 

this point,” he said on May 30. “We are being contacted 

by people from out of state who want to come in and 

help, and we’re making sure we coordinate with them … 

but we have not even had a week yet of clean-up.” 

He emphasized that the need will continue for a long 

time, especially once the media spotlight is gone. “We 

want to do things smartly and not duplicate efforts and 

make sure people know they are not being forgotten, 

both in the short-term and the long-term,” he said. 

OUTREACH 
 

Disaster Relief 

The Oklahoma City tornado reminds us that natural dis-

asters are to be expected as a part of life.   This summer 

we can expect more tornados, floods, and wildfires.  

Later in the summer, we’ll see hurricanes.  And since we 

live by the San Andreas Fault, we know earthquakes do 

happen. 
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Local Episcopal and Lutheran churches often are ‘first 

responders’ for disaster relief.  If spared destruction 

themselves, they become focal points for immediate re-

lief efforts, backed by Episcopal Relief and Development 

(ERD) and the ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR).   

For immediate relief, both ERD and LDR recommend 

money donations.   

Both ERD and LWR work with local efforts to bring volun-

teers to disaster sites if, as with Hurricane Katrina, there 

is need for longer term aid and massive rebuilding. 

Shepherd by the Sea supports ERD and LDR with regular 

giving.  Individuals also respond to specific appeals, often 

using the organizations’ websites: 

ERD: http://www.episcopalrelief.org/ 

LDR: http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-

Action/Responding-to-the-World/Lutheran-Disaster-

Response.aspx 

Gualala Food Bank 

Linda Kennedy 

On the second and fourth Fridays of the month (with ex-

ceptions in November and December to accommodate 

Thanksgiving and Christmas), volunteers from Shepherd 

by the Sea and the local community share smiles and 

greetings with clients at food distributions at Gualala 

Baptist Church.   

Dot Porter and Lillian Carter register the clients; Peter 

Mohr, P.D.  Serratoni, Christine Ramsey and all help with 

the distributions.  We have several other regular volun-

teers, including some who are recipients.  Mike is a spe-

cial example—besides setting up all the tables and taking 

care of recycling the large amount of cardboard we gen-

erate, he serves as an ambassador to our clients.  We try 

to create a pleasant and sociable experience.   

Where do we get the food we distribute?  The USDA de-

livers a monthly shipment of varying composition—for 

example, canned fruits and vegetables, one-lb chubs of 

chicken or beef, dried beans or pasta.  Second, the Gua-

lala and Surf supermarkets each donate food that is near 

to expiration, which brings in a wide range of deli items 

and snacks.  The Surf donates day-old bread, and the 

Gualala market often gives us a case of paper towels or 

toilet tissue.  We purchase fresh fruits and vegetables at 

a discounted rate from Surf for each distribution--a major 

improvement over the days when we had only the pro-

duce the stores could not sell.  We receive a steady 

stream of generous donations, especially treats, from 

Millie Harris, who works at the Surf Market.  Lastly, the 

Gualala Food Bank is registered to purchase foods from 

the Redwood Empire Food Bank (REFB) in Santa Rosa.   

The REFB is a very impressive operation that has just 

moved into a new space. REFB partners with 149 organi-

zations to distribute over 13 million pounds of food an-

nually, the equivalent of 28,000 meals each day, to feed 

78,000 people every month.  About half of their work is 

done by volunteers.   

We serve about 40 households on a regular basis.  Many 

of our clients have jobs, but find it difficult to make ends 

meet with part-time, or minimum-wage, and the higher 

cost of living in an isolated area.  

Recently the Starcross Community visited us to see our 

operation in preparation for establishing their own distri-

bution in Annapolis on the first and third Fridays of the 

month.    

See the Events Calendar for the dates of food distribu-

tions. 

SUPPLY CLERGY 
 

Pastor Newt Kerney – June 2, July 21, August 4, Sep-
tember 15, November 10  

 

Pastor Richard Rollefson – June 9 

 

The Rev. Nordon Winger – June 16 

Rev. Winger has been Rector of Good Shepherd of the 

Hills Episcopal Church in Cave Creek, AZ, since 2010.  Pre-

viously, he was Vicar of St. Augustine of Canterbury Epis-

copal Church in Rocklin.  He served on the Diocese of 

Northern California’s Commission on Ministry.  Rev. 

Winger is a graduate of Pacific Union College (B.A.), An-

drews University (M Div.), and the Church Divinity School 

of the Pacific (C.A.S.).   

 

 

 

 

Pastor Richard Rollefson and his 

wife, Cindy, have been living on 

The Sea Ranch and worshipping 

at Shepherd by the Sea while  

awaiting a call.  He has pastored 

in the Bay Area, Milwaukee WI, 

and most recently was Lead Pas-

tor at Christ Lutheran Church in 

San Diego. 

Pastor Kerney retired last year as 

Senior Pastor at Cross and Crown 

Lutheran Church, Rohnert Park.  He 

has served in several California par-

ishes over the past 40 years.  He has 

also served as a military chaplain.  

Please see his column on page 2. 
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 The Rt. Rev. George Hunt – June 30, August 25 

   

The Rev. James Knutsen – July 14, August 11, Sep-
tember 22, October 6, November 3 

 

The Rev. Harry Allagree – July 28, September 8 

 

The Rev. Canon Britt Olsen – October 20 

 
Britt earned her M.Div. from Church Divinity School of 

the Pacific (CDSP) in 1996. While in seminary, she also 

studied at Ripon Theological College in Oxford, England. 

She has served parishes in Oregon and Nevada and was 

Canon for Evangelism and Congregational Development 

in the Diocese of El Camino Real before coming to North-

ern California. 

Britt is married to Bryon Hansen, Pastor of Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church in Auburn, where they reside. Britt has 

been to Shepherd by the Sea several times including last 

July’s Mission Retreat.  On two occasions she and her 

husband have shared in officiating at our service. 

Pastor John Moren – October 27, November 24 

 
   

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please pray for all who mourn the deaths of beloved fam-

ily members and friends, especially those, including P.D. 

Serratoni and Jim Jordan, who mourn respectively the 

deaths of P.D.’s brother, Frank Serratoni, and Jim Jor-

dan’s stepbrother, Bill Clatworthy . 

Please pray for those who are ill, those facing surgery, 

and those who are recovering from illness or surgery, 

Andrew Allagree, Pat Bailey, Dolores Christ, Beva Farmer, 

Sara Wohlken Foer, Christine Ramsey, Liz Rugaber, and 

Bob Tollefson, for their families, and for their caregivers.   

Please pray for those who travel, that their travels may 

have safe, satisfying, and joyful outcomes.  Please pray 

for those who have moved from our community, espe-

cially Nancy Strain-Traylor, who has moved to Petaluma, 

and Fr. Gillett and Betty Bechtel, that they may be nur-

tured by God in their new surroundings. 

Pray for those who exercise ministries of leadership in 

our community that they may provide kind, compassion-

ate, and sure leadership. 

Please pray for those serving in Afghanistan and Iraq and 

for those whom they are serving.   

Please pray for the church in Jerusalem, the Middle East, 

and Africa.  Especially pray for the church and the refu-

gees from terror in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo.  Pray for peace in Syria, Sudan, Palestine, Israel, 

Libya, and the rest of North Africa and the Middle East.   

Please pray for those left in need by disasters: floods, 

tornados, hurricanes, earthquakes, and tsunami. 

Please pray for those who are persecuted by the fearful 

and bigoted that they may be safe.  Pray for the fearful 

and bigoted that they may be healed. 

Please pray for the clients of the Food Bank and the Sen-

ior Center.  Please pray for families, especially children, 

living in poverty.  Please pray for the poor, the hungry, 

the thirsty, and the naked.  Pray for those for whom the 

Millennium Development Goals promise life.   

Give prayer requests Lynda O’Brien or Mary Eidenber-

ger.  Prayer requests also can be made at the Shepherd 

by the Sea website, www.shepherdbythesea.org. 

The Rev. Harry Allagree is a fre-

quent visitor to Shepherd by the 

Sea.  He retired after serving for 11 

years as Regional Missioner for 

churches in Ukiah, Lakeport, and 

Willits, and now lives in Cotati.  He 

leads retreats and serves as supply 

clergy.     

The Rev. James (Jaime) Knutsen, a 

frequent visitor, is a retreat 

leader and spiritual director now 

living in Santa Rosa.  The Mission 

Committee has invited the Rev. 

Knutsen to serve Shepherd by the 

Sea for pastoral emergencies.  

Please see his column on Page 1. 

Retired Pastor John Moren and his 

wife, Joan, are from the Lutheran 

Church of the Incarnation, Davis, 

where he was the pastor for 22 

years (1973-1995).  Pastor Moren 

has visited Shepherd by the Sea 

several times and will be here for 

Reformation Sunday. 

Bishop George Hunt, the retired 

Bishop of Rhode Island, continues as a 

regular visitor, enriching us with com-

pelling sermons, punctuated by gra-

cious humor.  Bishop Hunt now lives in 

Santa Rosa with his wife Barbara.  He 

will preside at the service of Confirma-

tion on August 25.   

Britt Olson is the Canon to the 

Ordinary of the Diocese of 

Northern California.  As such, 

she is a chief assistant to 

Bishop Beisner and works 

closely with congregations as 

they seek to develop strong 

and healthy ministries. 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
6/2  Pentecost 4:  Newt Kerney 

6/9  Pentecost 5:  Pastor Richard Rollefson 

6/14  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

6/16  Pentecost 6:  The Rev. Nordon Winger 

6/23  Pentecost 7:  Bishop Mark Holmerud 

  Brunch for Bishop Holmerud at Gualala Arts: 11:00 

6/28  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

6/30  Pentecost 8:  Bishop George Hunt 

7/7  Pentecost 9:  Pastor 

7/12  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

7/14  Pentecost 10:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

7/21  Pentecost 11:  Pastor Newt Kerney 

7/26  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

7/28  Pentecost 12:  The Rev. Harry Allagree 

8/4  Pentecost 13:  Pastor Newt Kerney 

8/9  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

8/11  Pentecost 14:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

8/18  Pentecost 15:  Pastor 

8/23  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

8/25  Pentecost 16 and Confirmation:  Bishop George Hunt 

9/1  Pentecost 17:  Pastor 

9//8  Pentecost 18:  The Rev. Harry Allagree 

9/13  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

9/15  Pentecost 19:  Pastor Newt Kerney 

9/22  Pentecost 20:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

9/27  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

9/29  Pentecost 21:  Pastor 

10/6  Pentecost 22:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

10/11  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

10/13  Pentecost 23:  Pastor 

10/19  Russian River Deanery Convocation, 9:00 – 3:00 

10/20  Pentecost 24:  The Rev. Canon Britt Olsen 

10/25  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

10/27  Reformation Sunday:  Pastor John Moren 

11/3  Pentecost 26:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

11/7-9  Diocesan Convention, Sacramento 

11/8  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

11/10  Pentecost 27:  Pastor Newt Kerney 

11/17  Pentecost 28:  Bishop George Hunt 

11/24  Christ the King Sunday:  Pastor John Moren 

11/26  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

12/1  Advent 1:  Pastor 

12/8  Advent 2:  Bishop Barry Beisner 

 

 “As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 

 

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 

P.O. Box 691 

Gualala, CA  95445-0691 

 

 

 


