
1 

 

Newsletter  

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 
www.shepherdbythesea.org 

Gualala, California 

June-July, 2012 

 “As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 

A PENTECOST MESSAGE FROM BISHOP 
BEISNER  

Dear Friends in Christ: 

Grace and peace to you. 

I hope that the Season of Easter, now ended, has been a 

time when you have experienced new life in Jesus 

Christ, our risen and ascended Lord. I hope that the 

great Fifty Days have shown you the reality of the Res-

urrection unfolding in our world everywhere that you 

have happened to look. 

Now, with the coming of Pentecost, we are reminded 

how God has empowered us to be partners in that un-

folding. We have received the gift of the Holy Spirit, a 

gift beyond our ability to ask or imagine. Advocate, In-

tercessor, Guide, and Comforter; revealing holy Truth; 

helping us in our weakness; again and again, reminding 

the Church that to be the Church it must completely 

depend upon God, and that God can never be managed, 

controlled, or manipulated by us. 

I pray that this Season of Pentecost will be a time when 

we are renewed in the power of the Spirit, and led more 

fully into that holy dependency, into a deeper obedi-

ence, and a more faithful partnership with God in the 

divine mission to transform the world. May the Holy 

Spirit who has begun a good work in you, direct and 

uphold you in the service of Christ, and of His Kingdom. 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 

SEASON AFTER PENTECOST – May 28 – 
Dec. 1 
Adapted from the blog http://interruptingthesilence.com/ by Fr. Michael 
K. Marsh 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 27, Fr. James Knutsen talked 

of the day being the end of the Easter season, fifty days 

after Easter, saying that we’re now in what should be 

called the Season after Pentecost.   

The Sundays during this season seem much the same. 

The liturgical color stays green and not much changes. 

There are few major feasts or celebrations.  We are in 

what is sometimes referred to as Ordinary Time. 

This is the longest season of the church year reflecting 

that most of our life is spent in the “in between” 

times—in between the big exciting events – between 

Advent/Christmas and Easter/Pentecost – of Church 

life. For the most part our life consists of everyday, or-

dinary stuff. 

The season invites us to look within instead of looking 

around, to find the sacred in the ordinary, and to allow 

our ordinary life to become prayer.  Every moment can 

be sacramental, nothing is just ordinary, and the King-

dom of God is within and around us.   

The lessons of this season help us to discover and live 

the sacrament of the ordinary moment, fending off the 

busyness we feel in living ordinary moments.  They, and 

the loving presence of God in the Eucharist, help heal 

the scattered, chaotic, restless feeling that comes from 

way down deep inside of us.   St. Augustine said that 

our hearts are restless until they rest in God.  
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We may not have “rest in God” written on our to-do list, 

but the Church does. It is called the Season after Pente-

cost. During this time God is calling us to rest in God’s 

presence, to experience his love, and live our Christian 

faith in ordinary everyday life. It is a reminder of and a 

time to acknowledge and experience God’s presence 

and God’s faithfulness in the mundane day-to-day stuff    

Everything we do and are can be prayer that connects 

us to the reality of God.  The Church offers us the Sea-

son after Pentecost and says look at all the opportuni-

ties you have to practice resting in God. 

MISSION RETREAT – July 29 

The entire congregation is asked to participate in a con-

gregational retreat on Sunday, July 29, following the 

service.  The objective of the retreat is to think through 

our vision and mission for the next few years. 

It has been eight years since the congregation sat to-

gether to ponder its future.  Many healthy outcomes 

came from that session, but much has changed and it is 

time to rethink Shepherd by the Sea’s mission on the 

Redwood Coast.  Your participation is important to the 

success of this process. 

The retreat will be facilitated by The Rev. Canon Britt 

Olsen and The Rev. Kay Rohde, who also will officiate at 

our 9:00 AM service at Mary, Star of the Sea. 

Following the service, we will carpool to Ratna Ling, the 

Tibetan Buddhist retreat center on the ridge up from 

Timber Cove.  The retreat will start at 11:30, include a 

delicious vegetarian lunch and a tour of the grounds, 

and close about 5:30. 

The Rev. Canon Britt Elaine Olson 

Britt Olson is the Canon to the Ordinary of the Diocese 

of Northern California.  As such, she is a chief assistant 

to Bishop Beisner and works closely with congregations 

as they seek to develop strong and healthy ministries. 

Britt was born in Alaska in 1959, at the age of seven set-

tled in Oregon with her family and graduated from the 

University of Oregon in 1981. She earned her M.Div. 

from Church Divinity School of the Pacific (CDSP) in 

1996. While in seminary, she also studied at Ripon 

Theological College in Oxford, England. She has served 

parishes in Oregon and Nevada. 

She began her current ministry in 2006; before that she 

was Canon for Evangelism and Congregational Devel-

opment in the Diocese of El Camino Real. 

Britt is married to Bryon Hansen, Pastor of Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church in Auburn, where they reside. Britt has 

traveled extensively, and led pilgrimages to England. 

Throughout her professional life in the church she has 

stayed active in community organizations outside the 

church. She enjoys hiking, snowshoeing, sailing, and the 

great outdoors. 

 
Britt Olson and Bryon Hanson at Shepherd by the Sea 

Britt has been to Shepherd by the Sea several times; on 

two occasions she and her husband have shared in offi-

ciating at our service. 

The Rev. Kay Rohde 

Kay Rhode has recently joined the Diocese in a half-time 

position as Ministry Development Coordinator, working 

with Britt.  She has come from the Diocese of Wyoming. 

Kay is a native Northern Californian; she and her family 

were active in Christ Church, Eureka.  She graduated 

with a major in Recreational Administration from Cal 

Poly, Pomona, and then worked for the National Parks 

Service for 30 years in various positions across the 

country.  While stationed in southern Nevada she began 

worshiping at St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church in 

Boulder City.  St. Christopher’s was a Total Ministry 

Congregation and she was called to be a priest in that 

congregation in 1993.  She retired from the Parks Ser-

vice in 2007 and has since devoted herself solely to min-

istry.  She has served at large and small congregations, 

both traditional and Total Ministry, and has experience 

as a ministry developer for three congregations.   

Kay has a 25 year old son who has aspirations to follow 

in his mother’s footsteps to a career in the National 

Parks Service. 

Ratna Ling 

Ratna Ling is a retreat and publishing center of the Ti-

betan Buddhist Nyingma masters.  In 1968, the Tibetan 

Lama Tarthang Tulku brought the Tibetan Bud-

dhist Nyingma tradition to the United States.  Tarthang 

Tulku founded the Nyingma Institute in Berkeley in 

1972; Odiyan, the temple complex on 1000 acres on Tin 
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Bark Road, in 1975; and Ratna Ling in 2004.  Ratna Ling 

previously was the Timberhill Resort and Restaurant. 

Through Tarthang Tulku’s guidance the Yeshe De pro-

ject has printed and distributed over 2.5 million sacred 

Buddhist texts to Tibetan monks, nuns and monasteries 

throughout India and Nepal. 

Directions to Ratna Ling 

Ratna Ling’s address is 35755 Hauser Bridge Rd.  To 

reach Ratna Ling from Gualala, take Highway 1 south.  

To travel on completely paved roads, take Highway 1 to 

Timber Cove.  Turn left at Timber Cove Road and go up 

the steep grade to Seaview Road.  At the stop, turn left 

and go about four miles to Ratna Ling.  Once you pass 

by Kruse Ranch Road (on your left), the road becomes 

Hauser Bridge Rd.  

A shorter alternative is to turn left at Kruse Ranch Road 

towards Plantation.  Kruse Ranch Road is a single lane, 

dirt and gravel road that has many switch backs.  About 

3 miles up the road, you will pass through the little 

community of Plantation,  head up a steep hill, and 

come to the intersection of Kruse Ranch Road and 

Hauser Bridge Road. Turn left and continue about a half 

mile until you reach the white fencing of Ratna Ling. 

Enter through the main gate to your right – a white gate 

flanked by an archway with a gold painted design with 

the name, Ratna Ling Retreat Center.   When you drive 

up to the gate, it will automatically open.  Enter the 

gate, take a sharp left, and follow the drive-way to the 

right.  You may park on the paved circle and then enter 

the lobby.  Ratna Ling asks that we remove our shoes 

and continue through to the Reception Area. 

BISHOP’S CONFERENCE 
Adapted from an article by Thea Mangels, Diocesan News Editor 

This year’s Bishop’s Conference, held at Trinity Cathe-

dral, Sacramento, April 27-28, brought together nearly 

200 people for a time of fellowship, education, training 

and worship.  Overwhelmingly, attendees of this year's 

Conference said that they would recommend the 

Bishop's Conference to members of their congregation.   

The key note presentations by The Rev. Thomas Brack-

ett, the Episcopal Church's missioner for church plant-

ing, ministry redevelopment, and fresh expressions of 

church, were Mortal, Can These Bones Live? and Mid-

wifing the New Life of the Spirit in a World Longing for 

Reconciliation, using the dry bones imagery of Ezekiel to 

describe bringing the “dry bones” of the Church to life.   

The People of God in Exile by  the Rev. Canon Dr. Neal O. 

Michell, Canon to the Ordinary of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Dallas, described the post-Christian era in which we 

 
find the Church.  He also spoke of innovative ways con-

gregations can adapt and thrive.  Videos of Keynote 

talks and of Bishop Beisner’s sermon at the closing 

Eucharist are available at www.norcalepiscopal.org/.  

Workshops were presented across the spectrum of con-

gregational development.  People were inspired to dig 

into fields that they previously felt unequipped to mine 

as a congregation: paperless music, communication, 

Total Ministry, outreach ministries, and even innovative 

worship styles.  Canon Michell presented a workshop on 

practical actions by the Vestry or Mission Committee for 

congregational development. 

Gathering under the theme, Renewing Our Relation-

ships, high school students from six congregations par-

ticipated in a special youth event concurrent with 

Bishop's Conference.  Guided by the curriculum offered 

by Living Compass, http://www.livingcompass.org/, the 

youth focused on tools for renewing their relationships 

with God, with neighbors and with self.  

SIERRA PACIFIC SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

The theme of the 2012 Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly, 

May 18-20, was For the Love of God: Caring for Creation 

and the program centered on sustainability.   

Dr. Larry Rasmussen, Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of So-

cial Ethics at Union Theological Seminary, New York 

City, brought two Bible Study sessions to the Assembly.  

Dr. Rasmussen is a scholar of environmental ethics.  The 

keynote addresses were presented by The Rev. Canon 

Sally G. Bingham, Canon for the Environment in the 

Episcopal Diocese of California and founder and presi-

dent of The Regeneration Project, 

http://theregenerationproject.org/, and Interfaith 

Power and Light, http://interfaithpowerandlight.org/  

Four congregations were received into the Synod: Christ 

Oromo, San Lorenzo; Pueblo de Dios, San Jose; Miracles 
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of Faith, Oakland; and Good Shepherd, Gilroy (formerly 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod).  

The Assembly passed resolutions: 

• recognizing the Lutheran Association of Christian Edu-

cators (LACE), http://faithfulteaching.org/, a network 

for faith formation and Christian education, and en-

couraging congregations to join LACE.  

• asking congregations in the Synod to support the 

ELCA Malaria Campaign. 

• asking the Assembly and congregations to advocate 

for the replacement of the death penalty with life in 

prison without the possibility of parole in the states of 

California and Nevada. 

The Assembly also adopted a 2013-14 budget that 

showed anticipated total income of $2,017,000 with 

expected expenses totaling $2,611,183.  

Bishop Holmrud’s 2012 Report 

Bishop Mark Holmrud began his report, distributed 

prior to the Assembly, with the text from Philippians 

1:27; 2:5-8: 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel 

of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 

absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with 

one mind for the faith of the gospel... Let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 

with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to the point 

of death -- even death on a cross. 

In his report, Bishop Holmrud noted that there are dis-

cussions across the ELCA (just as there are across the 

Episcopal Church) that will likely affect its future as con-

gregations, as synods, and as a denomination. He con-

tinued, saying, “These conversations are centered in our 

belief that the Holy Spirit is constantly breathing new 

life into us and into the life of the Church -- leading us 

to follow and share Christ in new ways, perhaps ways 

that are challenging or uncomfortable, or in ways God 

has yet to put into the ‘imagination of our hearts.’ 

These conversations are happening at Churchwide and 

Synod Assemblies, church council meetings, conference 

gatherings, staff meetings, congregational meetings, 

gatherings of church leaders and Bible studies. I believe 

that our future as a denomination and as congregations 

depends on these conversations happening with a bold 

and courageous willingness to follow the Holy Spirit 

wherever this conversation leads us.” 

Bishop Holmrud quoted from ELCA Presiding Bishop 

Mark Hanson’s reflections made at the April meeting of 

the ELCA Church Council: 

Isn't that the opportunity and challenge we have as 

the ELCA? To take that which is so familiar to us in 

the Biblical narrative, those words that are just part 

of our daily lexicon that we hardly ponder their 

meaning? Words like gospel, grace, salvation, free-

dom in Christ and justification. And now the chal-

lenge and opportunity is how we open up that which 

is so familiar to us so it might bear witness and be-

come the gospel, the gift of faith and life for an-

other. 

We live in a culture where religion and the rhetoric 

of religious leaders and members is becoming so 

toxic that it's associated only with divisive, partisan 

politics and harsh judgments of one another. In that 

context, we have a particular moment not to yield 

to partisanship, but to hold steadfastly to the proc-

lamation that God is faithful, and God's mercy is ex-

tended to all in Jesus. We will tenaciously proclaim 

and embody that mercy, particularly as it unfolds 

with those who live in poverty and are the recipients 

of the harsh judgments of others.  

I think this is a time to embody and proclaim how 

Luther describes faith in the preface to his commen-

tary on the Book of Romans, "Faith is a living dar-

ing confidence in God's grace, so sure and certain 

that believers would stake their lives on it a thou-

sand times. Because of it [faith], without compul-

sion, a person is ready and glad to receive everyone, 

to serve everyone, to suffer everything, out of love 

and praise to God."  Think how countercultural that 

is in its description of faith, to receive everyone. 

Bishop Holmrud picked up on "Faith is a living, daring 

confidence in God's grace..." and pondered the chal-

lenge of living into those words, for himself, for us as 

individuals and as a congregation, a synod or diocese, a 

denomination, a Church that is truly the Body of Christ.  

He wrote, "’Faith is a living, daring confidence in God's 

grace…’ Could these words describe the witness of the 

congregations and ministries of our synod? Are we will-

ing to live and witness, individually and collectively, by 

offering a living, daring confidence in God's grace to the 

people of the communities where we have been 

planted? If grace is a hard concept for people who are 

already Christian to understand, how much harder must 

it be for those who have never been baptized, con-
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firmed, received communion, heard a compelling ser-

mon or participated in a Bible study to trust that God's 

grace in Jesus Christ is a gift truly meant for them? 

What part of our witness, intended or unintended, is 

working and wending its way out from our sanctuaries 

and Sunday School rooms and fellowship halls and food 

banks and youth ministries and campus ministries and 

after school homework centers and pre-schools and 

prayer groups - what vision of this grace are we project-

ing for those we seek to invite, to welcome, to serve? 

Do our ministries model a living, daring confidence in 

God's grace?” 

“Our calling is to be congregations and ministries where  

• the faith we have been called to share every day is 

much in evidence  

• the poor in spirit are lifted up 

• the gifts of the Spirit are celebrated and nurtured 

through baptismal living 

• the thirsty and the hungry are nurtured 

• the sick and infirm find healing and hope 

• those who are outcast find regard 

• those who are seeking to know more of God's love in 

Christ find welcome 

• the stories of Jesus' life and ministry are told and re-

told with creativity and a profound sense of hospital-

ity and "radical" inclusivity.  

“Our shared witness is changing lives - for those who 

are receiving gifts of God's grace through our ministries 

and for those who are offering these ministries.”    

Bishop Holmerud invited the sharing of stories of faith 

journeys as a way to reinforce the faith of those we 

touch.  He closed this part of his report with the ques-

tion,  “The question is sustainability - can the vitality of 

our mission-minded ministries be sustained well into 

the future? Will our ministries be able to offer a vital 

and relevant witness to the people who will be looking 

for that witness a generation from now – ‘a living, dar-

ing confidence in God's grace?’" 

Bishop Holmerud concluded his report thanking the 

Synod staff, especially for their work during his recent 

medical leave.  He singled out Pastor Nancy Feniuk Nel-

son, who as Bishop’s Associate has been variously re-

ferred to as Vice Bishop, Chief of Staff, and most re-

cently, as Acting Bishop during during his medical leave.  

 MIDWIVES ON MISSIONS OF SERVICE  
Adapted from www.GlobalMidwives.org  

On Sunday, June 17, at Gualala Arts Center, 2:30 – 4:30, 

you are invited to celebrate the work of Midwives on 

Missions of Service (MOMS).  Enjoy the street scene of 

Sierra Leone right here on the Northern California coast. 

 There will be street food and drink, along with dancing 

and drumming.  You'll see a lot of pictures and have the 

chance to ask questions about this beautiful and trou-

bled West African nation - the locale of the movie, 

Blood Diamond.  Deacons Trish Ross and Chris 

McManus will be there with pictures and a lot of an-

swers. 

No admission will be charged; tickets will be available 

for food and drink and gift items.  Donations will benefit 

MOMS’ work; all proceeds will benefit the women of 

Sierra Leone and their infants.  

Deacons Trish and Chris have revived Midwives on Mis-

sions of Service (MOMS).  As they say at their website, 

http://www.globalmidwives.org/, “the rebirth of MOMS 

is a joy to all who believe that grass-roots efforts to 

teach, provide resources, and support independence 

are worth the effort to make them happen.”  

Between 2006 and 2010, MOMS: 

• created a model of empowering poor, illiterate 

women in a remote area of Sierra Leone. 

• taught 135 Traditional Birth Attendants (TBAs) in 

three areas to teach the women of their villages, sup-

port the clinics in providing maternity care, and advo-

cate and provide for the neediest of the village 

women. 

• set up cooperative groups in three locations to sup-

port themselves financially and professionally. 

• helped build a 7-room clinic in a nearby location 

Trish and Chris accepted the challenge to return to Si-

erra Leone in August because MOMS’ model of teaching 

TBAs in Sierra Leone works very well. Infant mortality 

rates of 45% and maternal mortality rates of about 2% 

have fallen by more than half, according to current sta-

tistics.   On their trip they will provide refresher training 

and assess opportunities to: 

• Conduct refresher and advanced training to existing 

MOMS TBAs. 

• Create a Train-the-Trainer program for Sierra Leone-

ans to teach and manage the projects 

• Partner with the government and other non-

governmental organizations for new initiatives. 

See more information at www.GlobalMidwives.org  and 

“like” MOMS at www.facebook.com/GlobalMidwives, 

OUTREACH 
 

 

South Coast Seniors 

Shepherd by the Sea and its predecessors have sup-

ported South Coast Seniors, Inc., the parent of the 

community’s Senior Center, senior lunches in Pt. Arena 

and Gualala, the local Meals on Wheels services, the 
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Point Arena Food Bank, and other services for seniors.  

Our monetary support has been augmented by grants 

from Episcopal Community Services, our hosting one or 

two of the monthly Spaghetti Dinner fundraisers, and 

the the volunteer efforts of individual Mission mem-

bers. 

The economy, accompanied by severe cuts to govern-

ment agency and private foundation funding, has left 

South Coast Seniors in a precarious position.  Donations 

are a down by 2/3rds; grant funding is non-existent, and 

at the current reduced expenditures rate, the reserves 

will run out in 12-14 months. 

South Coast Seniors has embarked on an aggressive 

program of fundraising.  An upcoming fundraiser is the 

Dads and Grads BBQ on Sunday, June 17, Noon-

5:00 PM, at the Gualala Community Center.  There 

will be a barbeque chicken and tri tip buffet.  

There also will be a raffle with many prizes.  The 

barbeque is $20.00 for adults, $12.00 for 10 and 

under.  Raffle tickets are $5.00, five for $20.00. 

South Coasts Seniors has minimal paid staff and 

provides it’s services because many in the 

community volunteer their time, energy, and 

creativity.  They are seeking Board members and vol-

unteers with ideas for fundraising, a willingness to help 

at fund-raisers, or grant research and writing skills. 

South Coast Seniors is also seeking volunteers who can 

help with the Meals on Wheels, lunch programs (Mon-

day and Wednesday in Pt. Arena, Tuesdays in Gualala), 

outreach programs, and administration.  If you can help, 

call the Senior Center at 882-2137. 

Hold the date of September 28.  That is when Shepherd 

by the Sea will next host one of the monthly spaghetti 

dinner fundraisers.  In the meantime, you can support 

South Coast Seniors by attending the monthly dinners. 

Gualala Food Bank 

The Gualala Food Bank is serving an increasing number 

of families in Gualala and at The Sea Ranch.  Food sup-

plies come from the Redwood Empire Food Bank in 

Santa Rosa and the Fort Bragg Food Bank distribution 

center.  Gualala Supermarket and Surf Super generously 

provide fresh produce and other commodities at no or 

reduced cost. 

Please talk with Linda Kennedy if you would like to help 

bring foodstuffs from the Redwood Empire Food Bank 

warehouse in Santa Rosa and for distributing the food 

at Gualala Baptist Church.   

There always is a need for volunteer help on distribu-

tion days.  Set-up for food distributions begins at the 

Gualala Baptist Church about 9:00 with food collection 

from the supermarkets.  Distribution is 11:00 – 12:30.  

Clean-up ends by 1:00.  There is always a need for vol-

unteer help on distribution days.  Next distributions will 

be on Fridays, June 8 and 22 and July 13 and 27.  

SUPPLY CLERGY 

Pastor Peter Krey – June 3 

       
 

The Rev. Harry Allagree – June 10, July 8 

 

Pastor Bill Wong – June 17 

Pastor Wong has recently returned to California after an 

assignment assisting the ELCA Bishop of the Southern 

Ohio Synod.  He last visited us before we formed Shep-

herd by the Sea when he was assisting Bishop Mullen of 

the ELCA Sierra Pacific Synod.  Previously, he was Senior 

Pastor at Lutheran Church of the Incarnation, Davis. 

The Very Rev. Matthew Lawrence – June 24 

The Very Rev. Dr. Matthew Lawrence has been Rector 

at Church of the Incarnation in Santa Rosa since 2003 

and this year was appointed Dean of the Diocese’s 

newly formed West Deanery.   

Prior to coming to Santa Rosa, Fr. Matt served as Senior 

Chaplain at Canterbury House, U of Michigan, Interim 

Rector in Milford, Michigan, and Rector in Arlington, 

Massachusetts.  He holds a B.A. in Religious Studies 

from Reed College (1980), an M.Div. from the University 

of Chicago's Divinity School (1986), an M.A. in Public 

Policy Studies from the Harris School of Public Policy at 

the U of Chicago (1987), and a Doctor of Ministry in 

Congregational Development from Seabury-Western 

Theological Seminary (2011).  Fr. Matt has worked as a 

management consultant, policy analyst, and a counselor 

in psychiatric hospitals. 

Pastor Krey was ordained in 1971. 

He has served churches in Berlin, 

Coney Island, Philadelphia, Oak-

land, and other East Bay cities.  He 

holds a Ph.D. in Early Modern His-

tory of Christianity from the 

Graduate Theological Union, 

Berkeley.  He is co-author of Lu-

ther’s Spirituality. 

The Rev. Harry Allagree is a frequent 

visitor to Shepherd by the Sea.  For 11 

years, Rev.Allagree was Regional Mis-

sioner to Holy Trinity, Ukiah, St. 

John's, Lakeport, and St. Francis, Wil-

lits.  He is a retreat leader who has 

been the Chaplain to the Retired 

Clergy & Spouses for the Diocese.     
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Pastor John Moren – July 1 

 

Pastor Walter Pieper – July 15 

Pastor Pieper has been a valued 

member of our corps of supply 

clergy for more than a decade.  

We have appreciated his wisdom 

and guidance during this time.  

His faith in our ecumenical incar-

nation of the Christian Church has 

been contagious.   

The Rev. James Knutsen – July 22  

 

Canon Britt Olsen, The Rev. Kay Rohde – July 29 

See story above. 

The Rev. Mack Olson – August 5 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 

Please pray for those who are ill, those facing surgery, 

and those who are recovering from illness or surgery, 

Pat Bailey, Beva Farmer, Sara Wohlken Foer, Peter 

Mohr, Diane Porter (Deacon Trish Ross’s daughter un-

dergoing treatment for brain cancer), Liz Rugaber, and 

Hazel Stitt, for their families, and for their caregivers.   

Please pray for those who mourn the deaths of beloved 

family members and friends. 

Please pray for those who travel, that their travels may 

be safe, satisfying, and joyful.    

Please pray for those who exercise ministries of leader-

ship in our community that they may provide kind, 

compassionate, and sure leadership. 

Please pray for those serving in Afghanistan and Iraq  

and for those whom they are serving.  Please pray for 

peace in the Sudan, Palestine, Israel, Libya, Syria, and 

the rest of North Africa and the Middle East.   

Please pray for those left in need by disasters: floods, 

tornados, hurricanes, earthquakes, and tsunami.. 

Please pray for those who are persecuted by the fearful 

and bigoted that they may be safe.  Pray for the fearful 

and bigoted that they may be healed. 

Please pray for families, especially children, living in 

poverty.  Please pray for the poor, the hungry, the 

thirsty, and the naked.  Pray for those for whom the 

Millennium Development Goals promise life.   

Prayer requests should be given to Lynda O’Brien, Mary 

Eidenberger, or Betty Bechtel.  Prayer requests also can 

be made using the Shepherd by the Sea website, 

www.shepherdbythesea.org.     

DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY 

The Doctrine of Discovery derives from the religious 

warrants and papal bulls of the 16th Century which per-

mitted and even encouraged the subjugation and per-

manent enslavement of any non-Christian peoples 

European explorers of the New World encountered, as 

well as the expropriation of any territories not governed 

by Christians.   

In a May 16 Pastoral Letter on the Doctrine of Discov-

ery, Bishop Jefferts Schori wrote “We seek to address 

the need for healing in all parts of society, and we stand 

in solidarity with indigenous peoples globally to ac-

knowledge and address the legacy of colonial occupa-

tion and policies of domination,”  

“The ongoing dispossession of indigenous peoples is the 

result of legal systems throughout the “developed” 

world that continue to base land ownership on religious 

warrants for colonial occupation from half a millennium 

ago.  These legal bases are collectively known as the 

Doctrine of Discovery and underlie U.S. decisions about 

who owns these lands.  These acts of ‘Discovery’ have 

had persistent effects on marginalized, transported, and 

disenfranchised peoples.”  See the full text of the letter 

at http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/. 

The Rev. James (Jaime) Knutsen is 

a frequent visitor.  He was resident 

this Fall and Winter at Bishop’s 

Ranch, leading daily Morning and 

Evening Prayer, and is now living 

in Santa Rosa.  He is a retreat 

leader and spiritual advisor. 

The Rev. Mack Olson was or-

dained at St. John’s, Petaluma, 

on March 24.  He holds an 

M.Div. from the Iliff School of 

Theology, came to California in 

2007 as Director of Judicial 

Affairs at Sonoma State Uni-

versity, and serves now as a 

hospital chaplain.  We wel-

come him back for his second 

visit. 

 

Pastor John Moren is a retired 

Lutheran pastor from Sonoma.  

This will be Pastor Moren’s 

third visit to Shepherd by the 

Sea; he was here in May and 

December 2011. 
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 “Our Christian heritage has taught us that a healed 

community of peace is only possible in the presence of 

justice for all peoples,” Bishop Jefferts Schori continued. 

“We seek to build such a beloved community that can 

be a sacred household for all creation, a society of right 

relationships.” 

Bishop Jefforts Shori noted that there will be no peace 

or healing until we attend to the injustices that flow out 

of the Doctrine of Discovery – the removal of peoples 

from their homelands, the erasure of cultures, the loss 

of identity and lifeways.  In the United States, the poor-

est of the poor live on Native American reservations 

and rancheria.   

For 200 years, the Episcopal Church has had a presence 

in many Native American communities and has gradu-

ally recognized the evils wrought by a culture in which 

the Doctrine of Discovery is embedded.  For at least 40 

years, the Episcopal Church has worked to alleviate sys-

temic and structural injustice through strengthen the 

ministries of indigenous peoples and advocacy for gov-

ernmental justice.  General Convention in 2009 explic-

itly repudiated the Doctrine of Discovery.   Bishop Jef-

forts Shori concludes with the reflection that The Epis-

copal Church continues to be challenged by the results 

of the Doctrine of Discovery and that there are still 

many wounds to be healed.   

EVENTS CALENDAR 
6/3  Trinity Sunday:  Pastor Peter Krey 

6/8  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

6/10  Pentecost 2:  The Rev. Harry Allagree 

6/17  Pentecost 3:  Pastor Bill Wong 

  MOMS: Sierra Leone, Gualala Arts Center, 2:30 

6/22  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

6/24  Pentecost 4:  Dean Matthew Lawrence 

7/1  Pentecost 5:  Pastor John Moren 

7/8  Pentecost 6:  The Rev. Harry Allagree 

7/13  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

7/15  Pentecost 7:  Pastor Walter Pieper 

7/22  Pentecost 8:  The Rev. James Knutsen 

7/27  Food Bank, Gualala Baptist Church, 9:00-12:45 

7/29  Pentecost 9:  Canon Britt Olsen and The Rev. Kay 
Rohde 

  Congregational Retreat at Ratna Ling, Ft. Ross, 
11:30 – 5:30  

8/5  Pentecost 10;  The Rev. Mack Olson 
 
 

 
“As baptized Christians, we reach out to the community through worship, prayer, study, and ministry.” 

 

Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal/Lutheran Mission 

P.O. Box 691 

Gualala, CA  95445-0691 

 

 

 


