
July 5, 2020 Announcements by Jim Jordan, Chairperson of the Shepherd 
by the Sea Mission Committee.  (Computer problems precluded video 
announcements this week) 

 

Welcome!  Thank you, Rev. Nancy, for joining us again from Arcata as our 
Presider.   Thank you also to the team who made this service possible.   There will be a 
Zoom coffee hour starting at 9:50; let me know if you’ve not received an invitation. 

This has been a quiet, contemplative Fourth of July, very unlike the celebrations I’ve 
always experienced.  May this have been a weekend of renewed commitment to the 
highest values for which we as a nation and we as Christ’s Church stand. 

So near, and yet so far away.  We thought we were close to reopening, but now we find 
reopening receding into an uncertain future.  The surge in coronavirus cases that has led 
to new restrictions across California is being felt in Sonoma and Mendocino Counties; 
both have tweaked their Health Orders to be more restrictive.  The Diocese and the 
Synod are suggesting we delay reopening, perhaps through September.  Each week 
brings more clarity to the spread of the virus, but there are still many unknowns, few 
cures, and no vaccines.  At our Mission Committee meeting on Thursday, we put 
reopening on hold, although continuing our search for an indoor worship space for the 
time we need it. 



On Thursday, the Mission Committee did commit to maintaining online services, even 
after we reopen in person.  To that end, we voted to budget $750 for recording 
equipment. 

At last Sunday’s coffee hour, the suggestion was made to hold weekday online services.  
A parallel suggestion was to do Zoom Bible Study sessions.  The Mission Committee 
discussed these ideas, including combining, say, Morning Prayer with Bible Study.  
Marjie Van Gunten is leading the effort to bring the reality of these ideas to a computer 
near you. 
 
Marjie and Shirley Heath are also exploring an online forum for community discussions 
of social justice issues. 
 
As always, we invite your prayers for our community and for all who live in physical, 
mental, or emotional distress.  We also ask prayers for those planning or recovering 
from surgery, especially Ron, Mary, Buffy, and Paula) for those who are recovering from 
illnesses and ailments.   If you have prayer requests, let Fr. Rod or Pastor Peg know or 
use the Prayer Request form on the website. 

Please join us again, online, next week.  In the meantime, be safe, sheltering in place 
with God, 

Jim 


