
June 27, 2020 Shepherd by the Sea News,  by Jim Jordan, Chairperson of 
the Shepherd by the Sea Mission Committee.   

 
Dear Family of Shepherd by the Sea, 

Welcome!  Our Presider for this Sunday’s 9:00 am service is Pastor Dr. Moses Penumaka of Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary.   The Order of Service is attached.  There will be a Zoom coffee hour starting at 9:50; let me 
know if you’ve not received an invitation. 

As we’ve worked through the details of reopening at the Gualala Arts Center Picnic Area, new factors have surfaced: 

• The Gualala Arts Center Picnic Area is comfortable when it is sunny.  On foggy days such as we’ve had this week, the 
area can be uncomfortably cool and damp. 

• There is a snarl of rules that the State and Mendocino County apply to Gualala Arts Center and another snarl that 
applies to places of worship.  Together with the Arts Center, we need a better understanding of which rules apply 
when.  The rules probably preclude any indoor use of the Arts Center this summer. 

• There have not been identified cases of COVID-19 in Mendonoma since mid-March.  However, there has been a 
significant increase in the numbers of vacation rentals, visitors, and tourists.  This has increased the anxiety level for 
many. 

• Both the Diocese and the Synod are advising caution in reopening. 

Our plan for the Picnic Area isn’t complete, but reopening safely continues to look feasible.  However, before we make a 
commitment, we need to process all this information and reach a consensus.  We’ll talk about this at Coffee Hour and perhaps 
in a Zoom session next week. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is celebrating the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women as 
pastors.  We are invited to thank women who have been called to ordination during these 50 years and who have affected our 



lives.  It is a pleasure to recognize our Advisory Pastor, Peg Otte, and our member and onetime pastor, Claire Rose, as two 
who have served God and the people of the Church with love and dedication. 

Art Bennett, Dolores Christ’s brother has sent us a Thank You card from his home in Grand Junction, CO:  “On behalf of 
Dolores’ family, thank you for all the nice cards and notes.  Many of you made it to Fairfield for the service and I appreciated 
it.  We will all miss her, she was special.”  Truly, Dolores was indeed special. 

We invite your prayers for our community and for all who live in physical, mental, or emotional distress.  We also ask prayers 
for those undergoing surgery this week and for those who are recovering from illnesses and ailments.   If you have prayer 
requests, let Fr. Rod or Pastor Peg know or use the Prayer Request form on the website. 

Stay well in God’s hands. 

Jim 

 


