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At an interfaith conference that I attended some years ago in Cape Town, South Africa, there 

was one presentation that I will never forget.  It was by a Buddhist nun from Southeast Asia.   

This sister was a well-known, bestselling author.  I will never forget her talk because of its harsh 

words about Christianity. 

 “I could never be a Christian!” she said angrily.  “Your God is so way up high and the rest 

of us are way down here.  You grovel about on your knees asking forgiveness for your sins and 

hoping that your God doesn’t squish you like a bug.  It’s such a one way, unequal relationship.  I 

could never worship such a God.” 

 Her outburst electrified the room, which was packed with about 60 people.  I think that 

every Christian in the room knew how this non-Christian might have acquired such a view of 

our faith.  After all, she was describing how some Christians view God the Father.  Just listen for 

five minutes to certain radio or TV preachers.  Not a single one of us Christians in that room said 

a word in defense of our religion.  I felt like Peter in the courtyard on the night of Christ’s trial.  

“A follower of Jesus?  Sorry.  You must have mistaken me for someone else.” 

 Oh,  I wish that same feisty sister could be with us here today.  For, on this Father’s Day, 

this Holy Trinity Sunday, I hope to address what our relationship with the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit really is. 

 It happens that I am currently writing a book about the Holy Trinity, or at least what I 

believe to be the first-century Christians’ concept of it.   From my understanding,  it’s entirely 

fitting that our Old Testament reading this morning is the Genesis Creation story.  Because my 
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studies indicate that the doctrine of the Holy Trinity appears to arise from a Jewish 

understanding of Creation that is strongly influenced by Greek philosophy. 

 Today we think of classical Greek religion as a pagan mythology that tells the story of 

the Pantheon, many gods who are very human in their behavior.  There is a god of the earth, 

and a god of the sea.  There is a god of fiery Hades underneath the earth.  There are Zeus and 

Hera, the great god and goddess of the sky and of heaven.  There are gods of war and 

goddesses of love and peace. These deities are petty  and constantly bicker about their human 

children.    

 During the 500 years before the birth of Christ, however, some Greek philosophers 

concluded that Greek mythology made for great psychology but bad theology.  They were 

developing different ideas about the divine.  In the sixth century B. C., a philosopher named 

Thales proposed that there were not many gods, but only one.  This God was the Divine Creator 

who was the organizing principle behind the entire universe.  A century later, the philosopher 

Heraclitus named this creator God, Logos, which means, “the Word”. 

 “In the beginning was the Word…” that’s how John’s gospel opens, and it echoes 

centuries of Greek philosophy.  As further centuries rolled along, philosophers reasoned that 

once you accept the idea of a divine mind, you must have divine thought, and once you have 

thought, there’s a stream of consciousness.  That divine stream of consciousness unfolds over 

time: Kairos, or eternity. 

 So in the beginning we have Logos, the Word, and then we have Kairos, which is the 

Thought.  Now, the Word and the Thought came to reflect the perfectly balanced male and 



         Sermon 6/19/11                                                                    4 

 

female aspects of God, existing in perfect, perfect love.  So here we have this absolutely brilliant 

and beautiful male and female living together in heaven in perfect love, with plenty of time on 

their hands.   And in perfect privacy.  And sooner or later, one thing leads to another, and, yes, 

you guessed it, Father’s Day arrives--and Mother’s Day as well--Logos and Kairos have a baby. 

 So finally that divine Word is not only a thought, but a spoken Word.  And once the 

Word is spoken, the wonder of the Universe, the Cosmos, is born: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being.  (John 1:1-3) 

 

 “What does this mean?” Martin Luther might ask.  To me it means that you and I didn’t 

come out of nowhere.  We come from God.  From highest heaven, the Holy Spirit, God the 

Mother, goes forth from the Father to lay down the spiritual foundation of the universe.  In 

Hebrew, they call her “Ruach,” which means, “Holy Wind.” 

 It’s the Holy Wind in Genesis that moves over the primal waters to give birth to the 

Earth.  When the Genesis Creation story was written, people believed the universe was made of 

four elements: Air, Water, Earth and Fire.  And for each of the elements, there was a spiritual 

equivalent, spiritual Air, and Water, and Earth, and Fire.  Have you ever wondered where the 

primal waters of the Genesis Creation Story come from, when the universe wasn’t even formed 

yet?   A likely answer is that even as the Wind of God is the Holy Spirit,  the Earth and all the 

physical elements of Creation arise out of her spiritual Waters, out of God’s very being. 
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 Now, does any of this sound to you like, “Well there is God-up-there.  And here we are, 

in Creation down here, and we must grovel in our sins before our Creator?”  No, to the 

contrary, day after day of the Genesis Creation story, God looks around and sees “that it is 

good.” 

 When Christ arises from the waters of his baptism, his story echoes the Genesis creation 

story.  For at last, Emmanuel, God with  us, has come to us as a human being.  No matter if the 

entire universe has fallen away from God into corruption and sin, in the meantime, here is 

God’s very presence among us, arising anew out of the baptismal waters, embodying a new 

creation.  When Christ arises from those waters, the Holy Spirit returns to earth and alights 

upon him in the form of a dove.  And the same thing happens to us in our baptism.  Yes, 

through our Lord Jesus, through our baptism, you and I are a new Creation.   

 Just ask the Apostle Peter.  Remember the story of when Peter comes out to join Jesus, 

walking across the waters in a storm?  For a few steps, Peter does just fine, but then he begins 

to slip beneath the stormy waters.  He cries out, “Lord Jesus, save me!”  And Jesus takes his 

hand, and the Holy Spirit enters Peter, empowering him to rise up above the deep and walk 

with Christ safely across the waters.  My friends, I believe that story may bear witness to the 

baptism of the Apostle Peter at the hand of Jesus.  

 Peter’s story, in turn, bears witness to the baptism of each of us, and to the love of the 

Father that each of us shares through our Lord and Savior, his precious Son, in the Holy Spirit. 

 John concludes the opening of his gospel by writing, “What has come into being in him 

was life,
 
and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it.”  (John 1 3b-5).  
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  In the sacrament that we will soon share, our Lord Jesus will shine in our darkness.  In 

the bread and wine, we will become his body.  We will be one with God, with all people, with all 

Creation, redeemed by his holy cross. 

 Yes, we will become the light of the world.  For our Lord Jesus is Emmanuel, God with 

us, the face of the Father and the heart of the Mother.  In his holy name, alleluia and  amen. 

 

 


