
 

Council Meeting - Mon., Oct. 25
th
 at 6:30 pm. 

 

Devotions on Facebook Tues., Oct. 26
th
 at 9:00 am. 

 

Prayer Group - Tues., Oct. 26
th
 at 10:00 am, in the prayer room. 

 

Supper - Wed., Oct. 27
th
 at 5:30 pm in the fellowship hall. [This is a light family 

meal for everyone, but particularly for Confirmation Students & Bible Study attenders.] 
 

Confirmation - Wed., Oct. 27
th
 meet in the youth room at 6:00 pm. 

 

Bible Study - Wed., Oct. 27
th
 at 6:00 pm in the fellowship hall; The Story 

Chapter 6. 
 

Trunk or Treat - Sat., Oct. 30
th
 from 2:00-4:00 pm in the church parking lot. 

We can still use more “trunks.” We have “treats” for you to hand out. 
 

Next Sunday, Oct. 31
st

 - Day Care Sunday. Sunday School at 9:00 am. 
Bible Study at 9:00 am. Worship with Holy Communion at 10:00 am. In 
preparation for Bible Study and Sermon please read The Story - Chapter 7, 
“The Battle Begins,” this week. 
 

QUARTERLY GIVING STATEMENTS are in the mail box file, 
at the coffee station, in the fellowship hall. 

Please pick yours up today! 

~  COMING UP AT BETHLEHEM  ~ 

2245 Hayden Avenue 
Altoona, Wisconsin 

715-832-9953 
www.blcaltoona.org 

WELCOME to all of our visitors today. If you’re here for the first time or as a 
returning guest, we are very pleased to be able to worship with you today. The 
order of service and songs will be projected. An outline of the service is printed in 
your bulletin.  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Face masks are optional for fully vaccinated individuals at worship services. 
Unvaccinated individuals are asked to continue wearing masks. 

 

Sunday School 9:00-9:45 am 
Bible Study 9:00-9:45 am - with Pastor Tim in fellowship hall 

Worship at 10:00 AM 
Holy Communion is celebrated 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 

Wandering 
Numbers 11-14; Deuteronomy 30  

 
 

God got His people out of Egypt, but He had 
to get Egypt out of His people. (Ray Vander Laan) 

 

 
Grumbling makes us wander 

• We ignore God’s provision 

• We forget God’s goodness 

• We miss God’s promises 

 
 
 
Affliction turns us back 

Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word. It is good 
for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn your statutes. I know, O 
LORD, that your rules are righteous, and that in faithfulness you have 
afflicted me. (Psalm 119: 67, 71, 75) 

 
 
 
Gratitude makes us wonder 

See, I set before you today … life and death, blessings and curses. Now 
choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may 
love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. 
(Deuteronomy 30:15-20) 

 



 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER Vern & Bev Noggle; 

Rod Graff; Nora Carlson; Heather Krause; families affected by 
COVID-19; God’s blessings on our journey through The Story. 

If you or a member you know of has been hospitalized or moved to a care facility please notify 
the church office so we can share their whereabouts with the church family. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are placed in memory of Fred Hohman’s birthday by his 

family. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TREATS are provided by Sherry Schantz. Sign up sheet to serve at 

a future service in on the kitchen serving area. Talk to LeAnne Hohman if you’d like to supply 
treats but can’t serve. 

Bethlehem’s Giving Report as of last week 10/17/21 
Weekly Income Needed:       $     3,871.00 

Offerings Received Last Week:      $    3,716.00 

Total Offerings 2021 Year To Date:   $163,001.40 
          These totals do not reflect Daycare Income  

Attendance Last 

Week 
 

Sun., Oct. 17, 2021        

105  -  10:00 am 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

       Today  Sun. Oct. 31 
       10:00 AM  10:00 AM 
ELDER / USHERS:        Randy Wollmer  Mike Smith / Tim & Shane Ender 
ACOLYTE:        Kyle Korenuk  Madi Brown 
GREETER(S):       Mike & Julie Smith Dennis Dawson & Pat Steinberg 
READER:        Mike Smith  Mark Jordan 
SOUND BOOTH:        Alex Wollmer  Jordans 
MUSIC:        Dan Molitor   Becca Roth 
 

To volunteer as a reader contact Carole Licht, to be an usher contact the church office. Scheduled 
worship assistants, please make every effort to be here. 

~  CELEBRATING LITTLE STAR DAY CARE ...  ~ 
 

Next Sunday, Oct. 31, will be Day Care Sunday at Bethlehem. We are 
inviting our day care families to join us for worship, several students will share 
a few songs with us, and Director Krystina Schumacher will give an update on 
this valuable ministry. 
 

~  … AND HELPING THE CARLSON FAMILY  ~ 
 

Additionally, as part of our Day Care celebration, we will collect a special 
offering to help the Nora Carlson family. Nora has attended Little Star since 
she was a baby, and she is scheduled to have multiple surgeries in Boston this 
month to correct her spine. To help offset the costs of travel and lodging, we 
will take a collection during worship on Oct. 31. A generous donor has offered 
to do a dollar-for-dollar match, so your gift can go twice as far! Please keep 
Nora in your prayers, and prayerfully consider how you can help this family. 
 

~  CHRISTIAN COLLEGE FAIR  ~ 
 

High school students and parents are invited to a Christian College Fair from 
6:30-8 p.m. this Wednesday, Oct. 27, at Jacob’s Well Church, 3211 N. 50th 
Ave., Chippewa Falls. Admission is free. Pizza and soda will be served, and 
there will be a drawing for two $50 Amazon gift cards. Students can meet with 
reps from Christian universities and get helpful resources on financial aid.  
 

~  SHOEBOX UPDATE  ~ 
 

Our packing party for Operation Christmas Child is coming up fast (Nov. 14)! 
Have you: 

• picked up a shoebox in the Fellowship Hall? 

• looked at the list of suggested gifts to donate (no food, liquids, 
 breakables)? 

• been shopping for items to pack on Nov. 14? (Drop off by Nov. 7.) 

• checked out BLC’s website at Samaritan’s Purse to Build A 
 Shoebox Online (https://sampur.se/3Axoh6v)? It’s easy & only $25. 

• been praying that Bethlehem can share the love of Jesus by packing 
 at least 50 shoeboxes on Nov. 14 along with 10 online boxes? 

Stop by the displays in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall for more information. 
Questions can be directed to Sherry Schantz @ 715-379-8951. 
 

~  ALTOONA FOOD PANTRY  ~ 
 

The pantry will be open Thurs., Oct. 28
th

 from 4:30 - 6:30 pm at 
701 Seventh St. West, Altoona, WI. This is open to the general public; the only 
requirement is that you live in the Altoona School District. 
 

~  GIVE THE GIFT OF THE STORY  ~ 
 

If you would like to order a copy of the illustrated storybooks for children, or if 
you would like to pick up a few extra copies of The Story for yourself or as a 
Christmas gift, please email PastorTim@blcaltoona.org. 

~  COMMUNION POLICY  ~ 
 

At Bethlehem, we believe that the Lord’s Supper is more than a 
remembrance and more than a ritual. We believe that Jesus Christ Himself 
is truly present, and that this meal strengthens our relationship with Him and 
with each other. 

If you believe that God loves you, that He gave His only Son, Jesus, to 
die for you, that through Jesus’ death and resurrection your sins are 
forgiven, and that the body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the bread 
and wine in a supernatural way, then we welcome you to join us as we 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 

If you have not been instructed in the Lutheran faith, if you doubt any of 
those statements above, or if you have a confession different than the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet you desire to receive this 
sacrament, we encourage you to speak with the pastor. 

Members & Visitors ~ Please sign the Fellowship Register on the 
aisle side of your pew every week. Pass it to others in your pew. 
Indicate if you are receiving the Lord’s Supper. 

https://sampur.se/3Axoh6v
mailto:PastorTim@blcaltoona.org


 

 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: “How long will this wicked community 
grumble against me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling 
Israelites. So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will do to 
you the very thing I heard you say: In this wilderness your bodies will fall – 
every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census 
and who has grumbled against me. Not one of you will enter the land I 
swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of 
Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. As for your children that you said 
would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have 
rejected. But as for you, your bodies will fall in this wilderness. Your 
children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your 
unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the wilderness. For forty 
years – one year for each of the forty days you explored the land – you will 
suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.’ I, the 
LORD, have spoken, and I will surely do these things to this whole wicked 
community, which has banded together against me.” 

(Numbers 11:4-6, 18-20; 13:1-2, 26-30; 14:1-4, 26-35) 
 
The first reading is taken from the book of Numbers. 
 
 
The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites 
started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the 
fish we ate in Egypt at no cost – also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, 
onions and garlic. But now we have lost our appetite; we never see 
anything but this manna!” … 
 
The LORD said to Moses: “Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in 
preparation for tomorrow, when you will eat meat. The LORD heard you 
when you wailed, “If only we had meat to eat! We were better off in Egypt!” 
Now the LORD will give you meat, and you will eat it. You will not eat it for 
just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, but for a whole 
month – until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it – because you 
have rejected the LORD, who is among you, and have wailed before him, 
saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?” ’ ” … 
 
(Then) The LORD said to Moses, “Send some men to explore the land of 
Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe 
send one of its leaders.” … 
 
They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community 
at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the 
whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. They gave Moses 
this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow 
with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. But the people who live there are 
powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw 
descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, 
Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live 
near the sea and along the Jordan.” 
 
Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up 
and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” 
 
That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept 
aloud. All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole 
assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! 
Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? 
Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for 
us to go back to Egypt?” And they said to each other, “We should choose 
a leader and go back to Egypt.”… 


