
See the monthly 

calendar on page 5 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2245 Hayden Avenue, Altoona, WI   54720 

(715) 832-9953            www.blcaltoona.org 

 
October 2021     -     Volume XVII - Issue 10 

Worship & Study at Bethlehem 

CHRISTIAN ED  9:00 am Sundays 
Sunday School in downstairs classrooms; study of The Story in the Fellowship Hall. 

WORSHIP  10:00 am Sundays 
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays of each month. 

DEVOTIONS  9:00 am Tuesdays 
Go to www.facebook.com/PastorTimStein. 

WEDNESDAY MEAL  5:30 pm 
Fellowship Hall 

CHRISTIAN ED  6:00 pm Wednesdays 
Confirmation classes in downstairs youth room; study of The Story in the Fellowship Hall. 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
Go to www.blcaltoona.org to watch the worship service on YouTube. 

When’s the last time you had a really good 
laugh? 

Studies have shown that laughter relieves 
stress, strengthens your immune system, 
stimulates your heart, lungs and muscles, and can 
even act as a painkiller. Laughter really is one of 
the best medicines. 

And, of course, laughter gives us a shared 
social experience that brings us closer together. 

When’s the last time you had a really good 
laugh? A time when you laughed so hard your 
face hurt or you felt like you just finished a 
20-minute ab workout? 

A time that was so funny, so memorable, that 
it still brings a smile to your face every time you 
think about it? 

I’ve been blessed to have several moments in 
my life – some with family, some with friends. 
I’d love to share some of those stories with you, 
but the old adage holds true: You had to be there. 

No matter how hard I might try to draw you 

into the story, by the end I’d be 
chuckling helplessly while you 
would simply have a confused smile on your 
face. To really get the joke, you had to be there. 

There’s a Bible story about laughter that’s 
easy for us to miss. Because, well, you had to be 
there. 

It’s the story of Isaac. 
In Genesis 17, God gave a reminder of His 

promise to give Abraham and his wife Sarah a 
son. That son would be the start of a line of 
descendants too numerous to count. 

Here’s how Abraham responded: 
“Then Abraham fell on his face and  

laughed and said to himself, ‘Shall a child be 
born to a man who is a hundred years old? 
Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?’ ” (Genesis 17:17) 

Similarly, “Sarah laughed to herself” after 
hearing the news (Genesis 18:12). 

Continued on next page 

The Wonderful Gift of Laughter  From 
the 

Pastor 
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Continued from front page 

You get the joke, right? You 
understand why they were 
laughing, right? 

Who in their right mind would 
ever believe that Abraham and 
Sarah could become parents as 
they approached the century 
mark? That’s a real knee-slapper. 

Now, I suspect God wasn’t 
amused at their laughter of 
disbelief. But I’m also 
fairly certain that God 
joined in their 
laughter of joy and 
delight when the 
promised son was 
born. 

At that time, 
“Sarah said, ‘God has brought 
me laughter, and everyone who 
hears about this will laugh with 
me’ ” (21:6). 

You can imagine how, for 
years afterward, Abraham and 
Sarah got a twinkle in their eyes 
every time they remembered 
God’s outrageous promise. 

By the way, the name Isaac 
means “he laughs.” For his entire 
life, Isaac was a living reminder 
of God’s sense of humor. 

What stories bring a smile to 
your face and remind you of 
God’s goodness? 

When’s the last time you had a 
laugh-out-loud moment with 
your Lord? A time of sheer joy 
when you were keenly aware of 
God’s blessing in your life? 

A time when He did the 
impossible? A time when God 
moved in an unexpected way that 
took you by surprise? 

A time when you laughed so 
hard with your loved ones that 

you knew it was 
heaven-sent? A time 
when a baby’s belly 
laugh brought a smile 
to your face? 
    Sometimes, we 
forget Scripture’s call 
to rejoice (Philippians 

4:4), and these moments pass us 
by simply because we’re not 
watching for them. 

But we were made to delight 
in God and the people He’s 
placed in our lives. As with 
Abraham and Sarah, I believe 
God wants to join us in 
celebrating good times. I believe 
He wants to bring a smile to our 
face — and laugh along with us. 

I hope you hold on to all the 
laugh-out-loud moments that 
God brings to your day. 

— In Christ, Pastor Tim 

The annual Walk for Hunger Nyre You  

on Saturday, September 11th was a HUGE success! 

Thank you to everyone who supported our efforts (volunteers, walkers, bake 
sale & auction donors and buyers, and prayer supporters). We’re excited to 

share that we raised $9,232 for the Feed A Child Nyre You program. This is the highest amount we have 
ever raised! Thank you to CCF Bank for their generous donation of $2,500 that’s included in this total. All 

funds raised will cover approximately 3,652 weekend food bags, or roughly 100 bags a week! This is 
truly amazing and on behalf of the Feed A Child Nyre You committee we want to thank everyone who 

continues to support this program. It’s impacting the lives of all ages in the Altoona School District! 

We were 
made to 

delight in 
God and in 

other people. 

God Brings Us Joy and Delight 

 

 

 
Weekend 
   Food 

 

 

         OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD — MORE THAN A SHOEBOX! 

     It’s evangelism, discipleship, and multiplication according to Samaritan’s Purse, 

who has been hosting this project and delivering shoebox gifts in over 160 nations and 

territories, including 50 hard-to-reach countries, since 1993. What a great way to 

make Jesus’ name known across the globe! These shoebox gifts show children a 

tangible expression of God’s love… and WE have the opportunity to assist in this ministry! Every 

shoebox we pack is an opportunity to reach a child with the Gospel. In the OCC circles these 

giftboxes are becoming known as GO boxes --- Gospel Opportunities. 
 

HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED HERE AT BETHLEHEM:  (choose one, many, or all) 
 

□ Gather gift items & drop off in the Fellowship Hall by November 7. 
 Helpful info available in narthex and hall. 
 

□ Make a monetary donation for shipping — $9 per box. 
 Bottles that hold $9 in quarters are available in narthex and office if you wish. 
 

□ Make a monetary donation for a specific item to be purchased for the boxes by 
 a team member — for example: jump ropes, soap, wash clothes, socks, dolls, etc. 
 -OR- Simply donate money to buy whatever is needed to fill boxes. 
 

□ Pack your own shoebox(s) & drop off at Bethlehem by November 7. Please use 
 boxes provided in the Fellowship Hall. Consider including $9 for shipping. 
 

□ Assist at our Packing Party Sunday, November 14, 2021 @ 1:00pm 
 COVID guidelines will be followed & time may need to be adjusted. 
 

□ NEW! Build a Shoebox online. Go to: https://sampur.se/3Axoh6v for details. 
 Our goal is 10 online boxes by Christmas. 
 

□ Pray that gifts bring joy and encouragement to the recipients. 
 

You may recall that last year we were gifted all the items needed to fill 107 boxes by a very 

generous friend of the congregation. This year Nona willingly supplied enough gifts for 12 boys 

and 20 girls! What a blessing! 

Now, it’s up to us, under God’s direction, to see how many more children we can bless with 

joy, hope, and love. OCC Shoeboxes are powerful tools! 

Please direct any questions to Sherry Schantz, Mission Ministry Team Leader @ 715 379-8951 

(cell/text) or schantz4@aol.com. She will be happy to share suggestions on what to include (or 

leave out of) shoeboxes and what items are most needed based on what has already been donated 

at BLC. Contents of shoeboxes are regulated by Customs of other countries. 

As part of our journey 

through Scripture, there are a 

few off-site study groups that 

will meet regularly to discuss 

and reflect on The Story. If 

you would like more 

information on any of these 

groups, or if you are interested 

in being a host and starting a 

small group on a different 

night (discussion guides can 

be provided), please contact 

Pastor Tim. 

When: 2:30 p.m. every other 

Tuesday starting Sept. 28 

Where: Real Life 

Cooperative, 

4115 Jeffers Road 

clicht1726@charter.net 

   

 

When: 6:30 p.m. every other 

Thursday starting Sept. 30 

Where: Rosengarten home. 

 

More info: 
PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 

Pastor: Rev. Tim Stein 
 715-832-9953, ext. 3 (office) 
 715-829-1247 (cell in emergency) 
 PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 
 
Little Star Krystina Schumacher, director 
Daycare: 715-832-1513 
 krystina.littlestar@gmail.com 
 www.AltoonaLittleStar.com 

Church office: Charleen Graff, secretary 
 715-832-9953, ext. 2 
 blcsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Congregation Gary Hansen 
Chairman: 715-831-1917 
 hansenfam@charter.net 
 

Confidential Sharon Stelter 
Prayer Chain: 715-832-3633 

Contact Us 

https://sampur.se/3Axoh6v
mailto:schantz4@aol.com
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Multiplying God’s Blessings 
Our Lord provides for us and blesses us to be a 

blessing. Every dollar you give blesses someone else. 
Thank you for your generosity in serving others! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in a secure, convenient way to 

send your gifts to Bethlehem, consider giving online. Go 
to www.blcaltoona.org and click on “Giving” to make 
a one-time donation or to set up a regular, recurring gift. 

              2021 Weekly Goal: $3,871 

       For the week of Aug 29: $ 4,546 

       For the week of Sept 5: $ 2,745 

       For the week of Sept 12: $ 5,038 

       For the week of Sept 19:  $ 3,748 

      Year-to-date total           $149,939 

                                                   Altar Guild Servers: Sharon Stelter  715-832-3633 
                                                                                      Mary Lou Stelter  715-833-2421 
                                                   Financial Counters: Heidi Ender & Tim Ender 
  October 

OFFICERS  and  MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 

Discipleship: 
  Kim Stein 715-829-1249 

Fellowship: 
  LeAnne Hohman 715-456-7572 

Human Care / Outreach: 
  Anna Boyea 715-832-2610 

Missions: 
  Sherry Schantz 715-379-8951 

Stewardship: (open) 

Worship: 
  Debbie Gilles 715-877-2343 
  Shelly Theiste 715-456-7804 
  Mike Theiste 715-829-1893 

Youth (Youth Groups & VBS): 
  Teri Johnson 715-514-9055 

President: 
  Gary Hansen 715-831-1917 
Vice President: 
  Mark Jordan 715-579-3483 
Treasurer: 
  Heidi Ender 715-833-2074 
Recording Secretary: 
  Diane Bierbrauer 715-379-9126 
Financial Secretary: 
  Carole Licht 715-833-1726 
Buildings & Grounds: 
  Mike Smith 715-514-2110 
Christian Ed (SS & Confirmation): 
  Gina Becker 920-660-8395 
  Zach Becker 608-769-2610 
Daycare: 
  Angie Burrows 715-491-1312 

October Worship Assistants    Services on Sunday 10:00 am 

Date Elder Acolyte Reader Projector Greeter(s) Usher(s) 

Sun. 3 
w/HC 

Gary 
Hansen 

Luke 
Hansen 

Gary 
Hansen 

Nathan 
Hansen 

Randy & Missy 
Schamberger 

______ 

Sun. 10 ______ Sully 
Vargo 

Marcella 
Jordan 

Kayla 
Seigneurie 

Heidi & Tim 
Ender 

Brett 
Grunewald 

Sun. 17 
w/HC 

Dennis 
Dawson 

Morgan 
Smith 

Dan 
Rambo 

Mason 
Smith 

Keegan & Anna 
Fassler 

Ken 
Simpson 

Sun. 24 ______ Randy 
Wollmer 

Mike & Julie 
Smith 

Kyle 
Korenuk 

Mike 
Smith 

Alex 
Wollmer 

Sun. 31 
w/HC 

Joe 
Rosengarten 

Madi 
Brown 

Mark 
Jordan 

Jordans Dennis Dawson & 
Pat Steinberg 

Tim & Shane 
Ender 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
The Prayer Group meets at the 
church on Tuesday mornings at 
10:00 am. Feel free to send 
requests to Lois Schnorr 715-834-4071, 
Sharon Stelter at 715-832-3633 or 
Pastor Tim at 715-832-9953 ext. 3 or 
PastorTim@blcaltoona.org. 

Personal phone numbers 
and email addresses 
have been removed from 

the bulletins and newsletters that 
are shared online to protect our 
members from scams & fraud. 
Contact the church or daycare 
for details or contact 
information. 

“Like” & “Follow” Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church on Facebook. 
This is one more way you can 
stay in touch. Also be sure to 
“like” the Feed 
a Child Nyre 
You page. 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
In September $21 was deposited into Bethlehem’s 

account. This is money that your investments earn, and 
you are able to direct to a nonprofit of your choosing. If 
you are a Thrivent member and have questions contact 

Jennie Childs at 715-829-7024 or Thrivent Customer 
Service at 800-847-4836. 

Choice Dollars received in 2021: $566 

Bethlehem’s Elders are: 
 

Dennis Dawson  715-834-1113   dawden70@gmail.com 

Jeff Gilles   715-877-2343   jeffrey.p.gilles@gmail.com 

Gary Hansen  715-831-1917   hansenfam@charter.net 

Joe Rosengarten  715-461-0963   jrosengarten71@gmail.com 

Mike Smith  715-514-2110   mikejuliesmith@charter.net 
 

Feel free to contact any Elder with concerns or suggestions. 

Roy & Cheri Borseth are assisting as Shut-In Visitors. 

Feel free to contact them at 715-833-9651. 

     MUSIC JAM SESSION 
 

We’re looking for musicians ages 12 and 
up. Do you sing or play an instrument? We have 
a fun-filled “jam” night planned starting at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 14, here at the 
church. Bring your instrument, your 
voice, and your excitement. If 
you're unable to attend but 
would like more information, call 
715-456-7804 or 715-829-1893. 

 

October is Clergy 
Appreciation Month. 

Thank you for all you do, 
Pastor Tim & Pastor Heupel! 
We are richly blessed to have 

you both. 

SCRIP PROFITS FOR OUR YOUTH 
 

The Scrip profits for June, July and August were $77; 

bringing the YTD to $230.15 to the Youth Fund. With next 

year being the National Youth Gathering Scrip purchases are 

a fantastic way to help our young people get to Houston, TX 

in July 2022. 

Start planning ahead, use Scrip cards to help 

with your holiday purchases this year. 

Meet the Musicians . . . 
Who is that spiky-haired lady anyway?? 
Meet this month’s featured musician, 

Heather Krause. 
Heather came to us as a volunteer in 

December 2019. She’s married to her 

husband Tim, and 
together they have 
two adult children 
Micaiah and Jessica. 

Heather has lived in Eau Claire her whole 
entire life. 

Her days of leading music in church 

began as an elementary school student who 
attended Chapel Heights United Methodist 
Church. It was there at the age of nine she 

began accompanying the junior choir. 
Since then she has never stopped playing 
in church. In fact to this date, Heather has 

played at ten different area churches on 
instruments such as the piano, organ, 
guitar, bass guitar, drums, and flute.  

Interesting facts about Heather: she was 
adopted as a baby, she is a Memorial High 
School graduate, she is an avid Vikings fan, 

she loves flowers and birds, and when her 
body is able she loves walking and 
snowshoeing with friends. Her husband 

would tell you that she has the gift of gab, 
and as of today holds the record for most 
recorded minutes on the family cell phone 

plan. 
Her most favorite thing in life is 

worship!!! She will gather anywhere at any 

time to get together to pray and sing. 
P.S. Heather is NOT a morning person! 
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Food Assistance Available 

If you or a family member are facing financial 
struggles that affect your ability to buy food, 
check out FoodShare. FoodShare is the current 
name for Food Stamps. It’s a program based on 
your household income that can free up money 
to put toward housing, utilities, or other 
expenses. 

FoodShare benefits help buy nutritious food 
by depositing money once a month on a QUEST 
card (a debit-like card). Applying is fast, easy 
and confidential. 

For more information or to set up an 
appointment, call or text Maureen at the 
FoodShare helpline, 715-496-3121. You can also 
go online to www.GetAQuestCard.org. 

Confirmation News 
   Confirmation Class for 

7th & 8th graders will 

meet Wednesdays at  

6:00 pm, in the downstairs 

youth room. This fall we’re studying the 

Ten Commandments. A light meal will 

be offered at 5:30 pm. 

    For more information about the 

confirmation program, contact: 

Pastor Tim Stein at 715-832-9953 

ext. 3 or PastorTim@blcaltoona.org or 

Mark Jordan at 715-831-8519 or 

mrjslj@sbcglobal.net. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS    Classes meet Sundays at 9:00 am, 

lasting until 9:45 am and are for children in preschool - 8th grade. 

Contact Zach & Gina Becker with any questions or concerns about Sunday 

School: bethlehemchristed@gmail.com. 

Little Star Daycare News  

   How exciting that it's already October!! Little Star life has 
been busy, and lately we have been enjoying watching the leaves 
change and playing in the cooler weather. This month we will be 

talking about all things Fall and Halloween! We will have a pumpkin decorating 
contest, which we will need your help voting on! Our 4K Preschool program is 
off to a GREAT start, and our other classrooms are full and filled with so much activity!! 

We are also in need of a couple more teachers, so if you know of anyone who is interested 
in joining our daycare, please let me know!! We hope you enjoy the month! 

Krystina Schumacher, Administrator/Director 
Visit our website at www.altoonalittlestar.com 

The Altoona Food Pantry will 
be open Thursday, Oct. 28, 
from 4:30 - 6:30 pm  
at 701 7th St. West, Altoona, 
sponsored by The Altoona 
Compassion Coalition. Open to 
the public; only requirement is that you 
live in the Altoona School District. Contact 
Message Phone Number is 
715-255-0783. 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES 
 

Sunday Bulletin info due -  
 EACH THURSDAY AT 8 AM 
Newsletter info due -  
 THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH 
 

YOUR COOPERATION IS NECESSARY 
AND APPRECIATED! 

Little Star Daycare NEEDS gallon ice 
cream buckets — no covers necessary.         
                                                Thank you. 

 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary please contact 
the church office so we can add it to the records. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   1  Kyle & Lydia Gilbertson 
15  Terry & Dawn Gilbertson 
17  Don & Mary Winrich 
22  Eric & Ashleigh Partlow 
23  Earl & Julie Hemenway 
      Tom & Carol Sippel 
25  Zach & Gina Becker 

  1  Kegan Fassler 
  2  Randy Arndt 
  5  William Schulz 
  7  Easton Schamberger 
      Karen Simonson 
  8  Braden Hess 
10  Paige Partlow 
11  Dyllan Bauer 
13  Maraina Johnson 
      Tom Wierzbicki 
14  Pastor Tim Stein 
15  Briana Brown 
16  Marlene Bredesen 
     Todd Johnson 
17  Cheri Borseth 
20  Chase Roseth 
23  Bret Hansen 
      Amado Landa 

26  Lois Olson (Mrs. Lowell) 
27  Peg Ashwell 
      Serenity Johnson 
28  Joe Rosengarten 
29  Louise Nyre 
30  Kolton Beaver 
      Don Winrich 
31  Kelsey Bohlinger 
      Barb Bresina 

REMEMBER BETHLEHEM’S 

HOME BOUND & SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
 

Barbara Duszynski   715-832-8780 
Oak Gardens Place Assisted Living  

342 Twin Oaks Dr. #216, Altoona WI 54720 

Eunice “Patty” Glover   715-514-3466 
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., # 313, Altoona WI  54720 

Susan Gust   715-214-7013 

5714 Otter Creek Ct. # 5 

Eau Claire WI  54701 

Earl & Julie Hemenway   715-505-8216  
facility phone number @ Midwest Gratus 

421 Frenette Dr. #15, Chippewa Falls WI  54729 

Margaret Johnson   715-225-3936 
American Lutheran Communities 

915 Elm St. E., #15, Menomonie WI  54751 

Bev Nequette   715-874-6615 
Milestone Senior Living 

5512 Renee Dr., # 112, Eau Claire WI  54703 

Lois Olson   715-835-3460 
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., #204, Altoona WI 54720 

Phyllis Pecor   715-271-3804 
Care Partners  

3325 Birch St., #27, Eau Claire WI  54703 

Alice Steuding - Care Partners 

3337 Birch St., #6, Eau Claire WI  54703 

Trunk or Treat 2021 
Saturday, Oct 30th 

2 - 4 pm 

In the church parking lot 
 

We need your ‘Tricked Out” vehicles to 

make this a success. Candy donations would 

be appreciated. 

Everyone is welcome to join in 

this fun event. Bring your kids 

& the neighbor kids! Contact 

LeAnne Hohman at  

715-456-7572 with questions  

Friday, Oct. 8 at 6:30 pm in the fellowship hall. “I Still Believe” will 
be playing. Bring your own beverages. Popcorn and a treat will be 

provided by the Fellowship Ministry Team. 

      OCTOBER 
      MONTHLY 
      MEETINGS 

➢ Christian Education Ministry Team - Sun., Oct. 10th at 11:15 am 

➢ Elders - Tues., Oct. 12th at 6:00 pm 

➢ Daycare Ministry Team - Thurs., Oct. 14th at 4:00 pm 

➢ Council -  Mon., Sept. 18th at 6:30 pm 

http://www.altoonalittlestar.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

OCTOBER 2021 
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18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
 
31 
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

2 CAN SUNDAY 

       

 

 Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 
 

  
Movie Night 

6:30 pm 
in fellowship hall 

 
Meal 5:30 pm 

Confirmation 6:00 pm 

Bible Study 6:00 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 3) 

 
 

Devotions on FB 9 am 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

Elders Mtg 6:00 pm 

 
Daycare Ministry 
    Team Mtg 4:00 pm 
Music Jam Session 
    6:30 pm 

  
Meal 5:30 pm 

Confirmation 6:00 pm 
    (Fields of Faith) 
Bible Study 6:00 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
Christian Ed Mtg 11:15 am 

(The Story, Ch. 4) 

 

 
 
 

Council Mtg 6:30 pm 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

  Newsletter Deadline 
Meal 5:30 pm 

Confirmation 6:00 pm 

Bible Study 6:00 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 5) 

 
Trunk or Treat 
2:00-4:00 pm 
in church parking lot 

 Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

 
ACC Food Pantry 
   4:30 - 6:30 pm  
   at 701  7th St. West 

  
Meal 5:30 pm 

Confirmation 6:00 pm 

Bible Study 6:00 pm 

           Sunday School 9:00 am 
           Bible Study 9:00 am 

          WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 6) 

Read The Story, Chapter 5 (“New Commands and a New Covenant”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 6 (“Wandering”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 7 (“The Battle Begins”) 

           Sunday School 9:00 am 
           Bible Study 9:00 am 

          WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 7) 

Read The Story, Chapter 4 (“Deliverance”) 


