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Worship & Study at Bethlehem 

CHRISTIAN ED  9:00 am Sundays 

Sunday School in downstairs classrooms through May 22; Bible study in the Fellowship Hall. 

WORSHIP  10:00 am Sundays 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd
 
& 5th Sundays of each month. 

DEVOTIONS  9:00 am Tuesdays 
Go to www.facebook.com/PastorTimStein. 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
Go to www.blcaltoona.org to watch the worship service on YouTube. 

Celebrating 
Faithful Women 

Several years ago, a book called “Bad Girls of the Bible” 
came out. It focused on what Christians can learn from the 
stories of women like Potiphar’s wife, Delilah, and Jezebel. 

I kind of figured that maybe the author would follow it up 
with “Good Girls of the Bible,” but the sequel ended up being 
“Really Bad Girls of the Bible.” 

A quick search on Google and Amazon suggests it’s hard to 
find books about the good girls and great moms of Scripture. 

That’s really a shame. It’s a shame that women so often get 
overlooked or get a bad rap, because there are many examples 
of God-honoring women in the Bible. 

Of course, even God-honoring women had their flaws. 
Sarah laughed at God’s promise, and she suggested the 

whole Hagar surrogacy fiasco. 
Rebekah played favorites between Esau and Jacob. 
Rahab may have helped Israel at Jericho, but she could 

have picked a better profession. 
Realistically, the “heroic” men of the Bible weren’t  

much better. 
Moses and David were murderers. Jacob was a deceiver. 

Solomon was an idolater and an adulterer. Jesus’ disciples 
were deserters and deniers and doubters. 

Continued on next page 

From 
the 

Pastor 

Summer Worship 
This summer we will not 

have a midweek worship 
service, as we have the past two 
summers. Instead, weather 
permitting, we will have an 
outdoor worship gathering once 
a month. 

We are planning to have a 
praise team lead worship, gather 
around a campfire, and enjoy 
fellowship afterward with 
snacks and s’mores. Times and 
dates haven’t been determined 
yet, so watch for more details in 
the weeks ahead! 

Outdoor Spring 

Work Day Planned 
Saturday, May 7th, beginning 

at 10 am. Plans include adding 
mulch to God’s Garden and the 
usual spring yard cleanup. 
Contact Mike Smith at 
mikejuliesmith@charter.net or 
715-514-2110 for more details. 
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Youth Get Closer to NYG Goal 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for the 

Easter breakfast and gave generously to help Madi, 
Remy, Adam, Keegan, and Mason attend the 
National Youth Gathering in Houston. 

Your free-will gifts raised $600 for the trip! 
If you would like to continue to support the youth, 

there are some ways you can still help: 
• Proceeds from scrip sales. 
• Sponsor a student using one of the cards in 

the narthex. 
• Stop by for a pancake feed as part of  

Cinder City Days on Saturday, June 11. 

Thank you for helping these students look 
forward to a faith-filled experience in July! 

April Giving 
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love 

endures forever.” (Psalm 106:1) 
In a few short months, your gifts have not only been 

a blessing to this congregation, but to refugees in 
Ukraine, troubled youth in northern Wisconsin, and 
struggling families throughout the Chippewa Valley. 

Thank you for blessing others with the resources our 
Lord first gave to you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in a secure, convenient way to 

regularly give an offering to Bethlehem, consider giving 
online. Go to www.blcaltoona.org and click on 
“Giving” to make a one-time donation or to set up a 
regular, recurring gift. 

Scrip cards are for sale and available to order in 
the fellowship hall each Sunday. Orders are 
available the following Sunday. Scrip cards are a 
regular gift card, with a benefit to the church. 

                2022 Weekly Goal: $4,623 
 

 For the week ending April 3:      $ 5,718 

 For the week ending April 10:    $ 5,124 

 For the week ending April 17:    $ 5,135 

 For the week ending April 24:    $ 4,388 

             Year-to-date total               $ 75,242 

Contact Us 
Pastor: Rev. Tim Stein 
 715-832-9953, ext. 3 (office) 
 715-829-1247 (cell in emergency) 
 PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 
 
Little Star Krystina Schumacher, director 
Daycare: 715-832-1513 
 krystina.littlestar@gmail.com 
 www.AltoonaLittleStar.com 

Church office: Charleen Graff, secretary 
 715-832-9953, ext. 2 
 blcsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Congregation Mark Jordan 
Chairman: 715-579-3483 
 mrjslj@charter.net 
 

Confidential Sharon Stelter 
Prayer Chain: 715-832-3633 

Celebrate The Story: 

Chalk Fest 2022 
This month we wrap up our nine-month 

journey reading through The Story. We 
want to celebrate this achievement on 
Sunday, May 15. 

We’re inviting all chalk artists, young 
and old, to share their talents and help 
decorate the sidewalks around Bethlehem. 

Pick up a pack of chalk and a flyer in the 
fellowship hall, and then join us before and 
after worship May 15 to share your favorite 
Bible story from this past year. 

Photo Directory Update 
Yes, the photo directory is still in the 

works. No, we don’t know when it will be 
completed and in your hands. 

It takes about three weeks to get a new 
proof every time we need to make a 
correction to an address or phone number. 
Hopefully the changes we submitted a few 
weeks ago will be the last, and the books 
will be printed and on their way soon. 

Thank you for your patience! 

Mitch McVicker Coming 
to Bethlehem June 8 

Mark your calendars for a special night 
of worship on Wednesday, June 8, 
featuring Dove Award-winning Christian 
singer-songwriter Mitch McVicker. 

Mitch, who toured with and wrote songs 
with the late Rich Mullins, released his 12th 
album last year, “A Shrugging of the 
Shoulders.” 

Mitch will be at Bethlehem to share his 
music and his personal experiences with 
God’s ever-present grace. 

Watch for more details – including what 
time the concert will start – in the weeks 
ahead. 

Women Lived Out Jesus’ Message of Love 
Continued from front page 

We are all, every single one of us, flawed 
people in the hands of a flawless God. 

As I said, it’s too bad that women are so often 
disregarded in our study of Scripture — because 
Jesus didn’t overlook or ignore them. He treated 
women with respect and honor, going against the 
norms and values of the culture at the time. 

Instead of shaming a “sinful” woman (Luke 
7:36-50), Jesus forgave her and commended her. 

Instead of rebuking a woman for touching Him 
(Mark 5:25-34), Jesus healed her, 
blessed her, and called her “daughter.” 

Instead of turning His back on a 
desperate mother (Matthew 15:21-28), 
Jesus honored her faith. 

Jesus deliberately went out of His 
way to talk to a Samaritan woman, a 
social outcast who in turn shared the 
good news with her village (John 4). 

The gospel writer Luke named some of the 
women who followed Jesus and supported His 
ministry, “helping to support them out of their 
own means” (see Luke 8:1-3). 

Additionally, Jesus’ female followers seemed 
to grasp His core teachings that focused on loving 
one another and serving one another. 

The apostles, on the other hand, seemed to have 
a hard time understanding that message at first. 
They often argued about which of them was the 
greatest. Jesus Himself had to bend the knee and 
wash their feet to teach them about serving. 

Yet Mary of Bethany loved her Lord so much 
that she listened attentively (Luke 10:38-42) and 
anointed Him with costly perfume (John 12:1-8). 
Her sister, Martha, proved to be a devoted hostess. 

When Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law of a 
fever, she immediately got up and began to serve 
her visitors (Matthew 8:14-15). 

After Jesus died and was buried, the men stayed 
at home, while the women went to finish the 
embalming process and give Jesus the burial He 
deserved (Mark 16, Luke 24). 

The women knew all about loving one another 
and serving one another, just as Jesus taught. 

They also were the first ones entrusted with the 
message that Jesus was alive. An angel instructed 

the women, “Go quickly and tell his 
disciples: ‘He has risen from the 
dead’ ” (Matthew 28:7). 
    This month, in honor of mothers and 
women from all walks of life, I wanted 
to call your attention to their great 
contributions. 
    Women played a valuable part in 

Jesus’ ministry, our Lord treated them with honor 
and respect, and they were vital to resourcing the 
early church and helping the Gospel spread. 

Similarly, the women of Bethlehem deserve our 
thanks – from our secretary, Charleen, to our 
daycare director, Krystina, to all the teachers, all 
the singers, the prayer team, the altar guild, the 
care ministries, mission, fellowship, counting 
teams, and on and on. 

And, yes, my bride, Kim, whose unfailing love 
and support make it possible for me to serve this 
congregation and the kingdom. 

This Mother’s Day, please take a moment to 
thank all the women, young and old, whose love 
of Jesus and love of people make it possible for 
this parish to thrive. 

— In Christ, Pastor Tim     

Women were 

important in 

Jesus’ ministry 

and the spread 

of the Gospel. 
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OFFICERS  and  MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 

Discipleship: 
  Kim Stein  

Fellowship: 
  LeAnne Hohman  

Human Care / Outreach: 
  Karen Overhulser  
  Anna Fassler  

Missions: 
  Sherry Schantz  

Stewardship: (open) 

Worship: 
  Shelly Theiste  
  Mike Theiste  

Youth (Youth Groups & VBS): 
  Nicole Beaver  

President: 
  Mark Jordan  
Vice President: 
  Brad Bucki  
Treasurer: 
  Kegan Fassler  
Recording Secretary: 
  Diane Bierbrauer  
Financial Secretary: 
  Heidi Ender  
Buildings & Property: 
  Mike Smith  
Christian Ed (SS & Confirmation): 
  Gina Becker  
  Zach Becker  
Daycare: 
  Angie Burrows  

May Worship Assistants    Sunday Services at 10:00 am - unless otherwise noted  

“Main Street Living,” a 

Lutheran TV program and 

worship service, airs every 

week in the Chippewa Valley at 10 

a.m. Sundays on FOX 48. 

Broadcasts can also be viewed online 

at www.mainstreetliving.com/eauclaire. 

The show features remastered 

episodes of “This Is the Life,” which aired 

from the 1950s to ’80s, followed by 

worship led by pastors from the North 

Wisconsin District.  

The program is financially supported 

by congregations in each viewing area. 

Bethlehem’s Elders are: 
 

Dennis Dawson  715-834-1113   
 dawden70@gmail.com 

Jeff Gilles   715-577-5148   
 jeffrey.p.gilles@gmail.com 

Gary Hansen  715-831-1917   
 hansenfam@charter.net 

Joe Rosengarten  715-461-0963   
 jrosengarten71@gmail.com 

Mike Smith  715-514-2110   
 mikejuliesmith@charter.net 

Feel free to contact any Elder with 
concerns or suggestions. 

Roy & Cheri Borseth assist the pastor with  
shut-in visits and hold a service at Eastridge 

Estates. You can reach them at 715-833-9651. 

Financial Counters: Jean Simpson & Marlene Bredesen 
Altar Guild Servers: Everyone — all Altar Guild servers 

rotate this month 
If you are interested in serving on the Altar Guild and preparing 

Holy Communion, please contact the church office. 

May 

Bethlehem’s in-house food pantry has expanded … and we have changed the name of our 
donation day from 2-Can Sunday to “Pack the Pantry Sunday.” 

The Human Care and Outreach Ministry would like to have you focus on kid-friendly, quick and 
easy snacks and food — but still all non-perishable items. Some ideas would be: Fun Fruit 
snacks, Goldfish crackers, pudding, Jell-O and applesauce cups, juice boxes, breakfast and 
granola bars, Teddy Grahams, animal crackers, cereal, and mac and cheese. 

The pantry is on the cart near the daycare stairs and library. 
If you have a need, please feel free to help yourself to any of the products located there. 

Please continue to shop for 10– to 
14-year-old girls. Spotlighted items for 
May are crafts and activities. Examples 
are: coloring books, colored paper, 
stickers, journals/diaries, watercolor sets 
(no liquid paint or glue) rubber stamps 
with ink and paper. 

   

Good News! The Community Table is 
inviting their guests to dine in for the first 

time in a long time starting on June 1. As 
members at BLC we have the opportunity 
to serve the evening meal there on 
Friday, June 3. Our shift is from 3-7 pm. 
Volunteers are needed. An ideal team will 
consist of eight people. Contact Sherry 
Schantz (715-379-8951) if you are able to 
serve on this one-time team. Perhaps a 
family would like to sign up. Youth may 
help when adults are also present. More 
dates may be available as time goes on. 

Pack the Pantry on May 1 

Mission Messages for May 

The Altoona Food Pantry will 
be open Thursday, May 26, 
from 4:30 - 6:30 pm at  
701 7th St. West, Altoona, 
sponsored by The Altoona Compassion 
Coalition. Open to the public; only 
requirement is that you live in the Altoona 
School District. Call 715-255-0783. 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES ARE: 
 

   Sunday Bulletin info is due  
        EACH THURSDAY AT 8 AM 
 

   Newsletter info is due  
        THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH 
 

               YOUR COOPERATION IS APPRECIATED! 

Anyone who is interested in serving as a Greeter or Reader may feel free to send an email to Charleen or 
call the church office any weekday morning to be included in the schedule. Charleen can be reached at 
blcsecretary@gmail.com or 715-832-9953 ext. 2. 

Date Elder Usher Greeter(s) Acolyte Reader Projector 

Sun. 1 
w/HC 

Gary 
Hansen 

Rod 
Graff 

Marlene 
Bredesen 

Kyle 
Korenuk 

Gary 
Hansen 

Luke 
Hansen 

Sun. 8 
________ Randy 

Wollmer 
(TBD) 

Serenity 
Johnson 

Rory 
Schutte 

Alex 
Wollmer 

Sun. 15 
w/HC 

Jeff 
Gilles 

Randy 
Schamberger 

Rod & Charleen 
Graff 

Kimberly 
Lenberg 

(TBD) 
Noah 
Jordan 

Confirmation 
w/HC  Sun. 15 
11:30 am 

Gary 
Hansen 

Tim 
Ender 

(TBD) 
Morgan 
Smith 

Gary 
Hansen 

Nathan 
Hansen 

Sun. 22 
________ Brett 

Grunewald 
Tom & Carol 
Sippel 

Arabella 
Lacey 

Carole 
Licht 

Mason 
Smith 

Sun. 29 
w/HC 

Joe 
Rosengarten 

Rod 
Graff 

(TBD) 
Jayden 
Leis 

Marcella 
Jordan 

Adam 
Jordan 
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Food Assistance Available 
 

If you or a family member are facing 
financial struggles that affect your ability to 
buy food, check out FoodShare. It’s a 
program based on your household income 
that can free up money to put toward 
housing, utilities, or other expenses. 

FoodShare benefits help buy nutritious 
food by depositing money once a month on a 
QUEST card (a debit-like card) 

For more information or to set up an 
appointment, call or text Maureen at the 
FoodShare helpline, 715-496-3121. You can 
also go online to www.GetAQuestCard.org. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Prayer Group meets at the church on 
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am. Feel free 
to send requests to Lois Schnorr at 
715-834-4071, Sharon Stelter at 715-832-3633, or 
Pastor Tim at 715-832-9953 ext. 3 or 
PastorTim@blcaltoona.org. 

ADRC May 2022 Newsletter can be 
accessed via the Bethlehem web site. The 
Aging & Disabilities Resource Center offers 
services and educational opportunities that 
might be helpful or interesting to many 
families. You will also find helpful links to 
other outreach services in the area. 

REMEMBER BETHLEHEM’S 

HOME BOUND & SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
 

Barbara Duszynski   Oak Gardens Place Assisted 

Living  

342 Twin Oaks Dr. #216, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Eunice “Patty” Glover    
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., # 313, Altoona WI  54720 
 

Julie Hemenway    
Midwest Gratus 

421 Frenette Dr. #15, Chippewa Falls WI  54729 
 

Margaret Johnson    
American Lutheran Communities 

915 Elm St. E., #15, Menomonie WI  54751 
 

Ellen Killen    

2111 Garfield Ave., Altoona WI  54720 
 

Bev Nequette    
Milestone Senior Living 

5512 Renee Dr., # 112, Eau Claire WI  54703 
 

Lois Olson    
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., #204, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Ron Olson    

2435 Bartlett Ave., Altoona WI 54720 

       MAY 
       MONTHLY 
       MEETINGS 

➢ Christian Education - Sun., May 1st at 11:15 am 

➢ Elders Meeting - Tues., May 10th at 6:00 pm 

➢ Day Care Ministry Team - Thurs., May 12th at 4:00 pm 

➢ Church Council -  Mon., May 16th at 6:30 pm 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Classes meet from 9:00 to 
9:45 am Sundays for 
children in preschool 
through 8th grade. Sunday, 

May 22nd, will be the final day of Sunday 
School for the 2021-22 school year. 
 

Contact Zach & Gina Becker with any 
questions or concerns: 

bethlehemchristed@gmail.com. 

May Confirmation News 
 

  ▪  May 4-10, Confirmands & parents have 
 individual meetings with Pastor Tim 
  ▪  May 4, Wednesday meal at 5:30 pm. 
  7th-graders - Why Am I Here? 
  8th-graders will work on their stoles 
  ▪  May 11: End-of-the-year pizza party 
 

For more information, contact: Pastor Tim 
Stein at 715-832-9953 ext. 3 or 

PastorTim@blcaltoona.org or 
Mark Jordan . 

Confirmation Class of 2022 

 

These students will confirm their 

baptismal faith during a Rite of Confirmation 

at 11:30 a.m. Sunday, May 15. 

 

Madison Noelle Brown 

Daughter of Brenda Brown & Kerry Brown 

Goddaughter of Brad & Kim Helgeson 

“I can do all things through Christ, 

who gives me strength. ” 

Philippians 4:13 

 

Luke Christopher Hansen 

Son of Gary & Pam Hansen 

Godson of Craig & Julie Aderhold 

“I am the resurrection and the life. He 

who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies, and whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die.” 

John 11:25-26 

 

Reminisce Elizabeth Hohman 

Daughter of Kathi Hohman & Joseph Spates 

Goddaughter of Kenneth & Danielle Moore 

“I will remember the deeds of the  

LORD; yes, I will remember your 

miracles of long ago.” 

Psalm 77:11 

 

Sullivan Rose Vargo 

Daughter of Steve & Shannon Vargo 

Goddaughter of Jon & Jennifer Plemon 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

and lean not on your own 

understanding.” 

Proverbs 3:5 

May Birthdays 
  3  Greg Schantz 
  4  Nancy Foubert 
12  Shelby Gunem 
13  Gary Puljas 
15  Azi Ivkovich, 
      Barb Julson 
      Mandy Nikolai 
      Kristina Risler 
16  Jayden Bauer 
      Willis Bierbrauer 
17  Mary Lou Stelter 

17  Linda Wagner 
19  Randy Boyea 
20  Tim Schmidt 
22  Lana Partlow 
23  Carol Howard 
25  Renee Arndt 
27  Carl Keehn 
30  Harold Hess 
      Rebecca Jordan 
31  Kyle Gilbertson 
      Ron Olson 

Wedding Anniversaries 
       6  Andy & Barb Julson 
     10  Mark & Paulette Brown 
     16  Bill & Barb Bresina 
     20  Dale & Elaine Emberson 
     22  Ron & Lois Olson 
     25  John & Hannah Gilbertson 
     30  Greg & Sherry Schantz 
If we have missed your birthday or anniversary please 
contact the church office so we can add it to the church 
records. 

Personal phone numbers & email addresses 
have been removed from the bulletins and 

newsletters that are shared online to protect our 
members from scams & fraud. Contact the church or 
daycare for details or contact information. 

“Like” & “Follow” Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church on Facebook. This is one 

more way you can stay in touch. Also be sure to 
“like” the Feed a Child Nyre You page. 

Sunday School 

Cookout May 22 
Save the date! Please join us on Sunday, 

May 22, after worship to celebrate the end of 
our Sunday School year.  We will be grilling 
brats, hot dogs, and cheeseburgers. 

Weather permitting, we will have seating 
outside in the back yard of Little Star 2. 

To help us get an idea of how much food 
and drink to have on hand, please contact the 
church office to let us know if you’re planning 
to attend. Thank you! 



  
 
 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

1 
 
 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 
 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 
 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 
 

30 31     

 
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

 Devotions on FB 9 am 
Prayer Group 10:00 am 
 
Elders Mtg 6:00 pm 

Day Care Ministry 
    Team Mtg 4:00 pm 
Executive 
    Committee 6:30 pm 

  
 
Confirmation Pizza Party 
     6:00 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 30) 

 

  
 
 
 
 
Council Mtg 6:30 pm 

NO FB Devotions 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 
 

 Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

 

 

Church office closed 
Daycare closed 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 
 
 
ACC Food Pantry 
    at 701 7th St. West 
    4:30 - 6:30 pm  

  

Chalk Fest 9:00 am 
Sunday School 9:00 am 

Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 31) 

WORSHIP & RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
W/HC 11:30 AM 

PACK THE PANTRY SUNDAY 
(see p. 4 for details) 

MAY 2022 

Read The Story, Chapter 31 (“The End of Time”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 30 (“Paul’s Final Days”) 

Confirmation Pictures 
9:00 am 

Spring Work Day 
at BLC 10:00 am 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 29) 

Christian Ed Meeting 11:15 am 

Last Day of Sunday School 
Sunday School 9:00 am 

Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
Church Picnic 11:00 am 

CONFIRMATION DAY 

MOTHER’S DAY 

 

 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
Prayer Group 10:00 am 

NO FB Devotions  
Prayer Group 10:00 am 

MEMORIAL 
DAY 

Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 


