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Worship & Study at Bethlehem 

CHRISTIAN ED  9:00 am Sundays 

Sunday School in downstairs classrooms; Bible study in the Fellowship Hall. 

WORSHIP  10:00 am Sundays 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd
 
& 5th Sundays of each month. 

DEVOTIONS  9:00 am Tuesdays 
Go to www.facebook.com/PastorTimStein. 

WEDNESDAY MEAL  5:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

LENTEN WORSHIP  6:00 pm Wednesdays 

CONFIRMATION  6:45 pm Wednesdays 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
Go to www.blcaltoona.org to watch the worship service on YouTube. 

Lenten Worship Starts March 2  
The season of Lent is a time of repentance and 

renewal, helping us to prepare our hearts to focus on 
the death and resurrection of our 
Lord during Holy Week. 

As part of that spiritual 
preparation, Bethlehem will 
once again offer midweek 
worship services at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday evenings, starting 
with Ash Wednesday on March 2. 

A meal will be offered at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall, followed by 
worship at 6 p.m. Confirmation 
classes will meet from 6:45 to 
7:30 p.m. Wednesdays. 

This year’s theme is “Witnesses to Christ,” 
focusing on the witness of those who journeyed to 
the cross. We’ll meet villains, sinners, and seekers 
whose interactions with Jesus will help us to 
meditate on His Passion.  

It’s the 

Little Things  
In addition to all the 

other home improvement projects on my 
list for this summer, I’ve discovered a 
new one this winter: I need to install 
some heat tape in my gutters. 

Our gutters connect to some plastic 
drain tile that goes out into the yard. 
Turns out that with the melting and 
freezing and melting and freezing this 
year, one of the connections sprung a 
leak – which left a thick layer of ice 
right outside the door that the pups use 
to go outside. 

Needless to say, they are not pleased. 
This problem didn’t happen all at 

once. It occurred slowly, little by little, 
over a period of time. 

Continued on next page 

From 
the 

Pastor 
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HELP WITH LENTEN SUPPERS 

We are looking for volunteers 
willing to serve meals on Wednesday 
evenings. You can prepare your own 
meal or use one of the prepared, 
frozen meals here at the church that 
were the result of a Thrivent Action 
Team grant. If you are interested in 
helping out, please contact Pastor 
Tim in the church office. 

February Giving 
Your generous gifts to Bethlehem are an investment in 

our mission and ministry. In the hands of our God, your 
gifts multiply into blessings for the Altoona community and 
His Kingdom. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in a secure, convenient way to 

regularly send your gifts to Bethlehem, consider giving 
online. Go to www.blcaltoona.org and click on “Giving” 
to make a one-time donation or to set up a regular, 
recurring gift. 

Every Sunday you have the 
opportunity to help five Bethlehem 
youth get a little closer to Houston, 
Texas, and the National Youth 
Gathering this July! Scrip cards are for 
sale and available to order in the 
fellowship hall. Orders can be picked up 
the following Sunday. Use the cards to 
purchase gas, groceries, meals at 
restaurants, or many other items. 

Be Mindful, Intentional to Avoid a ‘Slow Fade’ 
Continued from front page 

If you caught the recent sermon on Esther as 
part of The Story, you might remember that 
same principle coming into play. (That sermon 
is available at https://bit.ly/BLC-esther.) 

Mordecai and Esther made a series of small, 
seemingly insignificant decisions that ended up 
playing a big part in Israel’s story. 

In the hands of our God, a little faithfulness 
in the small things can grow to have a big 
impact. 

We see the same principle in the 
book of Nehemiah. He was faithful 
in prayer, faithful in encouraging 
others, faithful in his persistence 
with rebuilding the walls. 

He was even faithful in helping 
the poor, even though no one would 
have noticed or cared if he took the 
allotted share of food all for himself 
(see Nehemiah 5:14-18). 

Little by little, day after day, Nehemiah 
demonstrated faithfulness. 

We see the same principle in the New 
Testament book of Acts. 

“Every day (the believers) continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts” (Acts 2:46). 

In the hands of our God, a little faithfulness 
in the small things can grow to have a big 
impact. 

However, sad to say, it can work in the 
opposite direction too. 

Just like with the leaky gutter that created an 
ice rink, a series of small choices can also lead 
to pain and brokenness. 

Jesus’ brother James warned that just like a 
bit steers a horse, or a tiny rudder steers a big 
ship, careless words can “corrupt the whole 
body” (James 3:6). 

Abraham’s nephew Lot was once a  
passer-by, an outsider, near Sodom 
(Genesis 13:12). Eventually, slowly, he allowed 

himself to be corrupted by the culture – so 
much so that he became one of the community 
leaders, evident by the way he was “sitting in 
the gateway” of the city (Genesis 19:1). 

King Solomon started as a faithful servant of 
God. Then he built one shrine to one of his 
wives’ pagan gods … then another … then 
another. Before long he too was worshipping 
other gods; he “did evil in the eyes of the 
LORD; he did not follow the LORD 

completely” (1 Kings 11:6). 

    The Christian music group Casting 
Crowns calls this the “slow fade” —  
a slow series of compromises that 
happen when Christians don’t live 
intentionally. 

    Little by little, day after day, even 
the most devoted Christ-follower can 
allow the heart to pursue worldly 
things. We can allow ourselves to 

become numb to sin; we can slip a little farther 
away from Jesus. 

Friends, be mindful. Watch your step. Pray 
daily for the faithfulness to make the right 
decisions. 

Always be ready to share your faith – by 
what you say, or by what you do. 

The little choices we make every single day – 
for good or for bad – can have a bigger impact 
than we realize. 

You don’t know when a dollar more or a 
dollar less in the tip jar will make someone’s 
day or ruin it. 

You don’t know when an unspoken word 
might be a missed opportunity – or when a 
passing comment about Jesus might be the seed 
the Spirit waters to create faith. 

You don’t know when a small gift to the food 
pantry might change a child’s attitude – or even 
change a child’s life. 

The little things really can make a big 
difference, especially in the hands of a God who 
specializes in the impossible.  

— In Christ, Pastor Tim     

The little 

choices we 

make can 

have a bigger 

impact than 

we realize. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2021 
 

can still be directed to Bethlehem or the nonprofit of 
your choice until March 31, 2022. You can do this by 
calling 800-847-4836. You can also do this online; go 
to www.thrivent.com. After you log in, click on “What 
We Offer,” then “Generosity,” and “Thrivent Choice.” 

In February we received $226 by Thrivent members 
directing their Thrivent Choice Dollars to us! 

If you have questions about the program contact 
Jennie Childs. 

                2022 Weekly Goal: $4,623 

 For the week ending Jan 30:      $ 4,084 

 For the week ending Feb 6:        $ 5,026 

 For the week ending Feb 13:      $ 3,731 

 For the week ending Feb 20:      $ 5,332 

             Year-to-date total               $ 30,008 

Statements Available by Request  
In an effort to conserve paper and be good 

stewards of our resources, Bethlehem will no 
longer automatically print giving statements every 
quarter. 

Each member will continue to receive an  
end-of-year giving statement, but quarterly 
statements will be available only by request. 

If you would like to continue receiving a 
statement in April, July, and October, please call 
the church office or email Financial Secretary 
Heidi Ender at blcsecretary@gmail.com. 

Thank you for your faithful support of the 
Kingdom! 

Destination: Houston 
Thank you to everyone who placed an 

order for Super Bowl pizzas! We sold more 
than 70 take-and-bake pizzas and raised over 
$730 to help the five students going to the 
National Youth Gathering in Houston this 
summer. Your generous support is greatly 
appreciated! 

There will be more opportunities coming 
up to help offset the costs of the Gathering. 

On Sunday, March 13, we will introduce 
the youth going to the Gathering — Madi 
Brown, Remy Hohman, Adam Jordan, 
Keegan Naser, and Mason Smith — and offer 
an opportunity for sponsorships. 

The youth also will serve breakfast on 
Easter Sunday, April 17, for free-will 
donations, and they will hold a pancake feed 
as part of Cinder City Days. 

Watch for more details on all of these 
events in the months ahead! 
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SUBMISSION DEADLINES ARE: 
 

   Sunday Bulletin info is due  
        EACH THURSDAY AT 8 AM 
 

   Newsletter info is due  
        THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH 
 

               YOUR COOPERATION IS APPRECIATED! 

OFFICERS  and  MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 

Discipleship: 
  Kim Stein  

Fellowship: 
  LeAnne Hohman  

Human Care / Outreach: 
  Karen Overhulser  
  Anna Fassler  

Missions: 
  Sherry Schantz  

Stewardship: (open) 

Worship: 
  Shelly Theiste  
  Mike Theiste  

Youth (Youth Groups & VBS): 
  Nicole Beaver  

President: 
  Mark Jordan  
Vice President: 
  Brad Bucki  
Treasurer: 
  Kegan Fassler  
Recording Secretary: 
  Diane Bierbrauer  
Financial Secretary: 
  Heidi Ender  
Buildings & Property: 
  Mike Smith  
Christian Ed (SS & Confirmation): 
  Gina Becker  
  Zach Becker  
Daycare: 
  Angie Burrows  

March Worship Assistants    Sunday Services 10:00 am / Midweek Lenten Services 6:00 pm  

Personal phone numbers & email addresses 
have been removed from the bulletins and 

newsletters that are shared online to protect our 
members from scams & fraud. Contact the church 
or daycare for details or contact information. 

“Main Street Living,” a 
weekly Lutheran television 
program and worship 
service, airs every week in 

the Chippewa Valley at 10 a.m. 
Sundays on TV station FOX 48. 

Broadcasts can also be viewed online 
at www.mainstreetliving.com/eauclaire. 

The TV show features remastered 
episodes of “This Is the Life,” which aired 
from the 1950s to 1980s, followed by a 
worship service featuring pastors from 
the North Wisconsin District. 

The program is financially supported 
by congregations in each viewing area. 

Bethlehem’s Elders are: 
 

Dennis Dawson   
 

Jeff Gilles    
 

Gary Hansen   
 

Joe Rosengarten   
 

Mike Smith   

 
Feel free to contact any Elder with 

concerns or suggestions. 

Roy & Cheri Borseth assist the pastor with  
shut-in visits and hold a service  

at Eastridge Estates.  

“Like” & “Follow” Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church on Facebook. This 

is one more way you can stay in touch. Also be 
sure to “like” the Feed a Child Nyre You page. 

                Altar Guild Servers: Lana Partlow  
                                                   Doreen Schwab  
                Financial Counters: Jean Simpson & Marlene Bredesen 

March 

Operation Christmas Child Update — Our 2022 plan is to collect shoebox items for 
10– to 14-year-old girls all year. We will have monthly suggested items that you can shop 
for. Your purchases can then be left on the library shelves across from the puzzles.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Individuals and families are encouraged to fill any number of shoeboxes 

for boys/girls of all age groups (2-4; 5-9; and 10-14 years of age). 
However, the monthly collections will focus on the 10– to 14-year-old girls. 

Contact Sherry Schantz with questions 

Date Elder Usher Greeter(s) Acolyte Reader Projector 

Ash Wed. 2 
w/HC 

Dennis 
Dawson 

Randy 
Wollmer 

Randy & Linda 
Wollmer 

Brayden  
Ivkovich 

Sherry 
Schantz 

Alex 
Wollmer 

Sun. 6 
w/HC 

Gary Hansen 
Tim 
Ender 

Marlene 
Bredesen 

Luke 
Hansen 

Gary 
Hansen 

Luke 
Hansen 

Wed. 9 
 ________ Rod 

Graff 
Greg & Sherry 
Schantz 

Remy 
Hohman 

Kegan 
Fassler 

Luke 
Hansen 

Sun. 13 
 ________ Brett 

Grunewald 
Gib & Donna 
Ganther 

Arabella 
Lacey 

Nancy 
Foubert 

Jordans 

Wed. 16 Jeff Gilles 
 ________ Rod & Charleen 

Graff 
Brayden 
Ivkovich 

Jayden 
Leis 

Mason 
Smith 

Sun. 20 
w/HC 

Mike Smith 
Ken 
Simpson 

Ken & Jean 
Simpson 

Morgan 
Smith 

Dan 
Rambo 

Mason 
Smith 

Wed. 23 
Dennis 
Dawson 

 ________ Randy & Linda 
Wollmer 

Arabella 
Lacey 

Carole 
Licht 

Jordans 

Sun. 27 
 ________ Randy 

Schamberger 
Tom & Carol 
Sippel 

Jayden 
Leis 

Sherry 
Schantz 

Kayla 
Seigneurie 

Wed. 30 
Joe 
Rosengarten 

 ________ Louise 
Nyre 

Terek 
Simpson 

Mark 
Jordan 

Alex 
Wollmer 

        EASTER BRASS ENSEMBLE  
 

                Anyone who is interested 
  in playing in a brass ensemble 
for Eater is welcome to join us. The 
first rehearsal will be Sunday, March 
27, after the worship service. Future 
rehearsals are scheduled for 
Saturday, April 2, and Saturday, April 
9; both are at 11 am. Contact Mike & 
Shelly Theiste for more information. 

Spring Concert at St. Matthew 
 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 1915 
Hogeboom Ave., will be hosting a spring 
concert at 7 p.m. Saturday, March 19. The 
Kammerchor (German for “chamber choir”) 
from Concordia University Wisconsin in 
Mequon is touring throughout the state during 
spring break. The choir is an auditioned 
mixed voice ensemble that 
sings a variety of music from 
the Renaissance to the present. 

Suggested items for March are: 
Balls of various kinds (soccer 
with pumps, tennis, bouncy, or 
foam), Yo-yos and Jump Ropes 

February’s suggested items were Fun For 
Girls: sewing kits, yarn & needles, bead 
kits, indoor games, musical instruments, 
kitchen needs (no food).  
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Food Assistance Available 
 

If you or a family member are facing financial 
struggles that affect your ability to buy food, 
check out FoodShare. FoodShare is the current 
name for Food Stamps. It’s a program based on 
your household income that can free up money to 
put toward housing, utilities, or other expenses. 

FoodShare benefits help buy nutritious food by 
depositing money once a month on a QUEST 
card (a debit-like card). Applying is fast, easy and 
confidential. 

For more information or to set up an 
appointment, call or text Maureen at the 
FoodShare helpline, 715-496-3121. You can also 
go online to www.GetAQuestCard.org. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Prayer Group meets at the church 
on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am. 
Feel free to send requests to Lois 
Schnorr, Sharon Stelter or Pastor Tim at 

715-832-9953 ext. 3 or 
PastorTim@blcaltoona.org. 

ADRC March 2021 Newsletter  
can be accessed via the Bethlehem web site. The 
Aging & Disabilities Resource Center offers services 

and educational opportunities that might be helpful 

or interesting to many families. You will also find 
helpful links to other outreach services in the area. 

The Altoona Food Pantry will 

be open Thursday, March 24, 
from 4:30 - 6:30 pm  

at 701 7th St. West, Altoona, 
sponsored by The Altoona 
Compassion Coalition. Open to the public; only 

requirement is that you live in the Altoona School 
District. Contact Message Phone Number is 

715-255-0783. 

REMEMBER BETHLEHEM’S 

HOME BOUND & SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
 

Barbara Duszynski    
Oak Gardens Place Assisted Living  

342 Twin Oaks Dr. #216, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Eunice “Patty” Glover    
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., # 313, Altoona WI  54720 
 

Earl & Julie Hemenway     
facility phone number @ Midwest Gratus 

421 Frenette Dr. #15, Chippewa Falls WI  54729 
 

Margaret Johnson    
American Lutheran Communities 

915 Elm St. E., #15, Menomonie WI  54751 
 

Bev Nequette    
Milestone Senior Living 

5512 Renee Dr., # 112, Eau Claire WI  54703 
 

Lois Olson    
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., #204, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Alice Steuding - Care Partners Memory Care 

887 Briar Lane, Altoona WI  54720        MARCH 
       MONTHLY 
       MEETINGS 

➢ Elders - Tues., March 8th at 6:00 pm 
➢ Day Care Ministry Team - Thurs., March 10th at 4:00 pm 
➢ Christian Education - Sun., March 13th at 11:15 am 
➢ Church Council -  Mon., March 21st at 6:30 pm 

Contact Us 
Pastor: Rev. Tim Stein 
 715-832-9953, ext. 3 (office) 
  
 PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 
 
Little Star Krystina Schumacher, director 
Daycare: 715-832-1513 
 krystina.littlestar@gmail.com 
 www.AltoonaLittleStar.com 

Church office: Charleen Graff, secretary 
 715-832-9953, ext. 2 
 blcsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Congregation Mark Jordan 
Chairman:  
  
 

Confidential Sharon Stelter 
Prayer Chain:  

 

13  Dennis & Joan Voigt       14  Gilbert & Donna Ganther 
 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary  
please call or email the church office. 

  6  Jeff Gilles 
  7  Allisyn Bresina 
  8  Alyssa Roth 
      Rosalie Schreiber 
  9  Becca Roth 
10  Nathan Oberholtzer 
12  Kathi Hohman 
15  Tevin Simpson 
      Mark Olson 
16  Shanna McLaine 

18  Olivia Oberholtzer 
      Lori Olson 
24  Roger Bauer 
      Bev Nequette 
26  Jean Simpson 
27  Keegan Naser 
31  Julie Hemenway 
      Jasmeen Moore 
      Beverly Varley 

Church Keys  If you have a key to the church 

that you no longer need or use, please contact the 
office to arrange for its return. Remember you 

paid a deposit for the key, and we will refund that 
to you. We are trying to keep the list of key 

holders current. Thank you. 

Help Support BLC’s In-House Food Pantry on 2-Can Sunday 
 

The Human Care & Outreach Ministry is expanding the food pantry for congregation members 
and daycare families. You can help restock the pantry on 2-Can Sunday, the first Sunday of the 
month. You can now include the following non-perishable items in your donations: 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS 

      deodorant 
      toothpaste 
      toothbrushes 
      bars of soap 
      hand soap 
      hand sanitizer 
      mouthwash 

      lotions 
      dental floss 
      lip balm 
      facial tissue 
      toilet paper 
      diapers 
      baby wipes 

DRY GOODS 
 

breakfast cereal 
pasta 
flour & sugar 
energy bars 
nutritious snacks 
sauces and soups 

INSTANT FOODS 
SUCH AS 

 

mashed potatoes 
hamburger helper 
cake/cookie mixes 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Classes meet at 9:00 am 
Sundays, lasting until 9:45 
am, for children in 

preschool through 8th grade. Contact Zach 
& Gina Becker with any questions or 
concerns: bethlehemchristed@gmail.com. 

March Confirmation News 
 

Confirmation Class for 7th- & 8th- 
graders on March 2, 9, 16 & 30  
will be as follows: 
  ▪  A light meal will be offered at 5:30 pm. 
  ▪  Lenten worship service at 6:00 pm 
  ▪  Class begins at 6:45 p.m. (during Lent) 
      in the downstairs youth room. 
  ▪  A First Communion class for 7th graders 
      will begin at 5:30 pm Monday, March 14. 
  ▪  NO class on March 23; this will be our 
      spring break. 
 

For more information about the confirmation 
program, contact: 

Pastor Tim Stein at 715-832-9953 ext. 3 or 
PastorTim@blcaltoona.org or 

Mark Jordan 

Little Star Day Care 
 

The primary purpose of Little Star is to 
provide for the physical, emotional, 
psychological and spiritual well-being 

of the children and to share Christian values 
within the context of a daily program. (Our 
Mission Statement) 

Krystina Schumacher, Administrator/Director 
  Visit our website at www.altoonalittlestar.com 

http://www.altoonalittlestar.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

MARCH 2022 

 
 
 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 

6 
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 
 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 
 

28 29 30 31 April 1 April 2 

  
 
 

 
 

Meal 5:30 pm 
WORSHIP W/HC and 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 6:00 PM 
Confirmation 6:45 pm 

2 CAN SUNDAY 
(see p. 3 for details) 

 Circuit Pastors 9:30 am 

NO Devotions on FB 
Prayer Group 10:00 am 
Elders Mtg 6:00 pm 

 

Day Care Ministry 
    Team Mtg 4:00 pm 
Executive 
    Committee 6:30 pm 

  
Meal 5:30 pm 

WORSHIP 6:00 PM 
Confirmation 6:45 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(  break from The Story  ) 

  
 
First Communion 
    Class 5:30 pm 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

   
Meal 5:30 pm 

WORSHIP 6:00 PM 
Confirmation 6:45 pm 

  
 
 
Council Mtg 6:30 pm 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 
 

 
ACC Food Pantry 
    4:30 - 6:30 pm  
    at 701 7th St. West 

  
Meal 5:30 pm 

WORSHIP 6:00 PM 
NO Confirmation 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 23) 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

 Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

 
 
Meal 5:30 pm 

WORSHIP 6:00 PM 
Confirmation 6:45 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 24) 

Easter Brass Ensemble 
Practice 11:15 am 

Read The Story, Chapter 23 (“Jesus’ Ministry Begins”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 24 (“No Ordinary Man”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 25 (“Jesus, the Son of God”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 22 (“The Birth of the King”) 

BREAK from The Story 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

  

 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 22) 

Christian Ed Meeting 11:15 am 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 

Set your clocks 
AHEAD 
1 hour 
before 
going 

to bed 

and change the 
batteries in your 
smoke detectors 


