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Summer Schedule at Bethlehem 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 9:00 am 

in the Fellowship Hall 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:00 am 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd
 
& 5th Sundays of each month. 

Face masks optional. 

DEVOTIONS 
9 a.m. Tuesdays at www.facebook.com/PastorTimStein. 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 6:30 pm 

Outside, weather permitting. Bring a lawn chair. 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
The Sunday worship service at Bethlehem is recorded and uploaded to YouTube. 

Go to www.blcaltoona.org and click on the link. 

From the Pastor 

Time to Think and Reflect 
It’s not often that I spend a lot of time on the 

road, but I logged 2,600 miles during a 12-day 
stretch in late June. More than 1,900 of those 
miles came from traveling back and forth 
between Altoona and Effingham, Illinois. 

In case you haven’t heard the story, Kim and I 
went to the Infusion Bible Conference in 
Franklin, Tenn., to learn how the culture of the 
Roman Empire influenced Paul’s letters. 

On the way to Tennessee, our car’s air 
conditioning failed. On the way back from 
Tennessee, the AC caught on fire and stranded 
us on the side of I-57 at 10 o’clock at night. 

The nearest auto shop in Effingham was so 
busy we didn’t get our car back for eight days. 

In the interim, we were able to rent a 
spaceship – I mean, a 2021 model-year minivan 
– so we could get back to Wisconsin. 

Continued on next page 

Special Voters Meeting July 25 
Please make plans to join us for a 

special congregational meeting after 
worship on Sunday, July 25. 

The church council has been discussing  
plans to paint the exterior of the church 
building. 

Although this project would ordinarily 
be routine maintenance, there are two 
reasons the council wants to bring this to 
a vote. 

First, we did not include the cost of 
painting in this year’s budget. Second, the 
proposal includes painting the brick 
exterior of the church in addition to 
painting the stucco on the fellowship hall. 

Because this would be a significant 
change to the look of Bethlehem, we will 
have a special presentation on July 25 
and then seek congregational approval 
for the project. 
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The Altoona Food Pantry will 
be open Thursday, July 22, 
from 4:30 - 6:30 pm at 
701 7th St. West, Altoona, 
sponsored by The Altoona 
Compassion Coalition. Open to 
the public; only requirement is that you live 
in the Altoona School District. Contact 
Message Phone Number is 715-255-0783. 

Food Assistance Available 

If you or a family member are facing 
financial struggles that affect your ability 
to buy food, check out FoodShare. 
FoodShare is the current name for Food 
Stamps. It’s a program based on your 
household income that can free up money 
to put toward housing, utilities, or other 
expenses. 

FoodShare benefits help buy nutritious 
food by depositing money once a month on 
a QUEST card (a debit-like card). Applying 
is fast, easy and confidential. 

For more information or to set up an 
appointment, call or text Maureen at the 
FoodShare helpline, 715-496-3121. You 
can also go online to 
www.GetAQuestCard.org. 

ADRC July 2021 Newsletter can be 

accessed via the Bethlehem web site. The 

Aging & Disabilities Resource Center offers a 

variety of services and educational 

opportunities that might be helpful or 

interesting to many families. The ADRC 

newsletter has helpful links to other outreach 

services in the area. 

Lawn Mowing Volunteers Needed 
 

The summer has been 
divided into 2-week 
increments. There is a signup 
sheet on the office door. Sign 
your name on the weeks you’d 
like and take the reminder tag 
home to your calendar. The church has 
equipment for you to use. 

Contact Mike Smith or leave a message 
in the church office. 

CUSTODIAL HELP WANTED 

     Bethlehem is hiring an additional 
part-time custodian to assist with 
cleaning and sanitizing the upstairs 
(sanctuary, fellowship hall, restrooms, 
office, entryways, and other areas as 

needed). Approximately 6-8 hours per week at 
$11.00 per hour. If interested, please contact 
Pastor Tim. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR MUSICIANS 
 

 Do you play guitar or percussion? 

 Did you play in school? Psalm 150 

 encourages us to praise Him with 

stringed instruments and cymbals. We’re 

looking for musicians to help our praise 

teams grow as they continue to lead God’s 

people in worship. Would you be willing to 

use your talents to serve once a month? 

Contact Mike & Shelly Theiste for more 

information. 

YOUR HELP IS DEEPLY APPRECIATED! 
 

Although Volunteer Appreciation Week was in 
April we would still like to acknowledge the three 
ladies who so generously volunteer their time to 
fold and stuff the newsletters each month: Bev 
Noggle, LeAnne Hohman, and Kathy Knudtson. 
Donna Schmidt put this team together, and 
they continue to help us out. 
Thank you, ladies!  Pastor Tim & Charleen 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES 
 

Sunday Bulletin - EACH THURSDAY AT 8 AM 
Newsletter - THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH 
 

YOUR COOPERATION IS NECESSARY 
AND APPRECIATED! 

Pastor: Rev. Tim Stein 
 715-832-9953, ext. 3 (office) 
 715-829-1247 (cell in emergency) 
 PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 
 
Little Star Krystina Schumacher, director 
Daycare: 715-832-1513 
 krystina.littlestar@gmail.com 
 www.AltoonaLittleStar.com 

Church office: Charleen Graff, secretary 
 715-832-9953, ext. 2 
 blcsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Congregation Gary Hansen 
Chairman:  
 
 

Confidential Sharon Stelter 
Prayer Chain:  

Contact Us 

Finding Purpose in Adversity 
Continued from front page 

I asked if they could simply send the repaired 
car to us via Amazon Prime, but apparently 
that’s not a thing yet. So I enlisted the help of 
my son Adam to help me drive the rental back to 
Effingham and pick up our vehicle. 

As we were coming back from Illinois for 
what I hoped would be the last time, I started to 
think about what lessons could be learned from 
this misadventure. 

Lesson #1: If you don’t make 
down time for yourself, God might 
put some into your schedule. 

Kim had pointed out that this 
would be our first road trip together 
since before the pandemic. 

While we were stranded in Effingham for a day 
and forced to travel by foot, she said that despite 
our circumstances, it was fun to have some down 
time, just the two of us. With nowhere to go and 
no real agenda, we could relax. 

It’s been my experience that’s how it works 
sometimes. Whether it’s orchestrated by God or 
not, if you don’t take a break occasionally, you 
may find yourself forced to rest in some way. 

Lesson #2: Be sure to ask, “What would 
God have me do in this moment?” 

When we find ourselves in an unexpected 
situation, we often focus on solving the problem 
at hand. I was so intent on getting a tow, finding 
a hotel, lining up repairs, arranging a rental. Not 
once did I stop to ask if God had put us in 
Effingham for a purpose. 

The apostles learned a great deal about 
making the most of every situation. They were 

called in for questioning and saw an opportunity 
to share the Gospel (Acts 5). They learned of a 
plot against them, so they went to surrounding 
towns to share the Gospel (Acts 14). In prison? 
Share the Gospel (Acts 16). Facing a storm and 
shipwreck? Share the Gospel (Acts 27). 

No matter what calamity they faced, they 
seized every opportunity to keep pointing others 
to Jesus. A good reminder for us all. 

    Lesson #3: Don’t just stand there; do 
something. 

    If you’ve been through central 
Illinois, you’ve no doubt seen the 
many wind turbines dotting the 
countryside. During our recent trips, 
many of them were at a standstill. I 
don’t know if the wind wasn’t strong 
enough, or from the wrong direction, 

or what the issue was.  
But there they stood – not moving, not doing 

what they were made to do. 
Far too many American Christians do the 

same. They are content to coast through life and 
go from one event to the next, never living up to 
the potential of what God made them to do. 

“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do 
the good things he planned for us long 
ago” (Ephesians 2:10, NLT). 

Our time on earth is short – like a puff of wind 
or a fading flower (James 4:14, Isaiah 40:7-8). 
We have been chosen by God, redeemed by 
Jesus, and empowered by the Spirit to live a life 
of purpose. 

May you make the most of every moment – 
good and bad – to give glory to God. 

— In Christ, Pastor Tim 

Are you doing 

what God made 

you to do? 
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Bethlehem’s Elders are: 
 

Dennis Dawson  715-834-1113 
                             steinberg223@aol.com 
 

Jeff Gilles   715-877-2343 
                    jeffrey.p.gilles@gmail.com 
 

Gary Hansen  715-831-1917 
                        hansenfam@charter.net 
 

Mike Smith  715-514-2110 
                      mikejuliesmith@charter.net 
 

Feel free to contact any of the Elders 
with concerns or suggestions. 

        Altar Guild Servers:     Sharon Stelter      
                                               Mary Lou Stelter    
         Financial Counters:    Jean Simpson & Marlene Bredesen 

 July 

OFFICERS  and  MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 

Discipleship: 
  Kim Stein  

Fellowship: 
  LeAnne Hohman  

Human Care / Outreach: 
  Anna Boyea  

Missions: 
  Sherry Schantz  

Stewardship: (open) 

Worship: 
  Debbie Gilles  
  Shelly Theiste  
  Mike Theiste  

Youth (Youth Groups & VBS): 
  Teri Johnson  

President: 
  Gary Hansen  
Vice President: 
  Mark Jordan  
Treasurer: 
  Heidi Ender  
Recording Secretary: 
  Diane Bierbrauer  
Financial Secretary: 
  Carole Licht  
Buildings & Grounds: 
  Mike Smith  
Christian Ed (SS & Confirmation): 
  Gina Becker  
  Zach Becker  
Daycare: 
  Angie Burrows  

Personal phone numbers & email addresses have been removed from the bulletins 
and newsletters that are shared online to protect our members from scams & fraud. 

Contact the church or daycare for details or contact information. 

Roy & Cheri Borseth are assisting as  

Shut-In Visitors. Feel free to contact them 

at 715-833-9651.  

You Make a Difference! 
“Give thanks in all circumstances.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:18) 
Every worship service, every day 

children are cared for, every building 
repair, everything that happens at 
Bethlehem is possible only because of 
your generous support. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in a secure, 
convenient way to regularly send your 
gifts to Bethlehem, consider giving online. 
Go to www.blcaltoona.org and click on 
“Giving” to make a one-time donation or 
to set up a regular, recurring gift. 

 2021 Weekly Goal: $3,871 

 For the week of May 23: $ 4,345 

 For the week of May 30: $ 2,540 

 For the week of June 6: $ 3,584 

 For the week of June 13: $ 3,251 

 For the week of June 20: $ 3,674 

 Year-to-date total         $ 100,705 

Share Your 
Snapshots 

 

    Have you been 
taking some photos in 
the past few years of 
Bethlehem, its people, 

or ministry in action? We’d love to take a 
look at them for possible inclusion in our 
upcoming photo directory. 

Or, if you’re snapping some pics in the 
weeks and months ahead, feel free to send 
them our way in case we can post them to 
our Facebook page. Email your photos to 
PastorTim@blcaltoona.org or drop off 
prints in the church office. 

Universal Church Directories will be at 
Bethlehem on Tuesday, Sept. 14, and 
Wednesday, Sept. 15. Every family 
photographed will receive a free 8 x 10 
portrait. 

Signup for photo times will begin on 
Aug. 1.  

 

July Worship Assistants     Services on Sunday 10:00 am  |  Wednesday 6:30 pm 

Date Elder / Usher Acolyte Reader Projector 

Sun. 4  w/HC Dennis Dawson Remi Hohman Hillarie Roth Adam Jordan 

Sun. 11 Brett Grunewald Sully Vargo Marcella Jordan Mason Smith 

Sun. 18  w/HC Dennis Dawson 
Ken Simpson 

Brayden Ivkovich Carole Licht Noah Jordan & 
Alex Wollmer 

Sun. 25 Randy Wollmer Madi Brown Nancy Foubert Kayla Seigneurie 

Doughnuts for Donations 
    Receive a doughnut and a cup of coffee while dropping off your 
    documents at a FREE paper shredding event hosted by ShredAway 

   and Thrivent.  
7:30 - 9:00 am Friday, July 23 
4430 Golf Terrace, Eau Claire 

    Follow the directional signs in the parking lot. This will be a 
contactless, drive-through event. Limit of two 1-cubic-ft. boxes per 
vehicle. No RSVP needed. 
   They will also be collecting toiletry items or financial donations 

at that time for The Hub. The Hub is a local nonprofit that provides help and resources 
to those experiencing homelessness and crisis in the Chippewa Valley. Please visit their 
web site at https://www.thehubec.org. 

Informational Meeting for National Youth Gathering 
The 2022 National Youth Gathering will be 

held July 9-13, in Houston, Texas. 
Held every three years since 1980, the LCMS 

Gathering gives thousands of youths and adults the 
opportunity to come together as a community for 
worship, service and fellowship with others from 
across the synod. Students from the ages of 14 to 20 
are welcome to participate. 

We will hold an informational meeting after 
worship on Sunday, Aug. 1, for parents and students 
who may be interested in going. Registration begins 
in October, so we want to find out how many 
students might attend. 

If you would like more information but can’t 
attend the meeting on Aug. 1, please contact Teri 
Johnson or talk to Pastor Tim. 
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REMEMBER  BETHLEHEM’S HOME BOUND & SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
 

Barbara Duszynski - Oak Gardens Place Assisted Living  -  342 Twin Oaks Dr. #216, Altoona WI 54720 

                                    

Eunice “Patty” Glover - East Ridge Estates  -  3504 Hoover Ave., # 313, Altoona WI  54720, 

                                        

Susan Gust - 5714 Otter Creek Ct. # 5 , Eau Claire WI  54701,  

Margaret Johnson - American Lutheran Communities  -  915 Elm St. E., #15, Menomonie WI  54751 

                                  

Bev Nequette - Milestone Senior Living  -  5512 Renee Dr., # 112, Eau Claire WI  54703,  

Lois Olson - East Ridge Estates  -  3504 Hoover Ave., #204, Altoona WI 54720,  

Phyllis Pecor - Care Partners  -  3325 Birch St., #27, Eau Claire WI  54703,  

Alice Steuding - Care Partners  -  3337 Birch St., #6, Eau Claire WI  54703 

“Main Street Living,” a weekly 
Lutheran television program 
and worship service, airs 

every week in the Chippewa Valley at 
10 a.m. Sundays on TV station FOX 48. 

 

Broadcasts can also be viewed online at 
www.mainstreetliving.com/eauclaire. 

The TV show has two parts. First, 
remastered episodes of the Emmy award-
winning Lutheran Hour program, “This Is the 
Life,” which originally aired from the 1950s to 
1980s. Second, a worship service featuring 
pastors from the North Wisconsin District of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

The program is financially supported by 
the viewers and congregations in each 
viewing area. 

       JULY 
       MONTHLY 
       MEETINGS 

 Elders - Tues., July 13th at 6:00 pm 

 Daycare Ministry Team - Wed., July 14th at 4:00 pm 

 Council -  No Council Meeting in July 

 Anniversaries 
 

  8  Jim & Gloria Griese 
14  Jeff & Debbie Gilles 
23  Matthew & Jessica Bohl 
24  Randy & Renee Arndt 
25  Brian & Kim Korenuk 
27  Ken & Linda Anderson 
28  Michael & Stacy Hohman 
30  Linda & Tim Wagner 
      Tony & Sarah Rahn 
 

If we have missed your birthday or 
anniversary please contact the 
church office so we can add it to 
the church records. 
 

 Birthdays 
 

  1  Coleman Bresina 
      Grant Grunewald 
  6  Autumn Oberholtzer 
12  Lois Olson 
14  Amelia Hess 
15  Dayne Jackson 
16  Raven Moore 
17  Pam Hansen 
19  Jayden Salsbury 
21  Bev Noggle 
23  Hillarie Roth 
24  Reminisce Hohman 
25  Renee Vavra 
26  Adam Jordan 
29  Terry Rosengarten 
30  Courtney Tarcon 

Confirmation News 
Confirmation Classes will start in September for youth who will be in 7th & 8th 

grades for the 2021-22 school year. If your child falls into this age group please 

contact the church office to ensure we have enough materials for everyone. 

For more information about the confirmation program, contact: 

Pastor Tim Stein 715-832-9953 ext 3 or PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS   

Classes will resume in September for children in preschool - middle school. 
 

Contact Zach & Gina Becker about Sunday School 

Little Star Daycare News  

 July is here, and we are ready for it! We will begin this month 
with a 4th of July parade on Fri, July 2nd. Children will bring their 
bikes, which we will decorate and then ride our bikes around Altoona! 
Weather permitting, we will do this at 10am. 

 

 We are closed July 5th in observance of Independence Day but then will spend the rest 
of the month enjoying the weather, water play and park days! Some of our students will 
attend summer camp at the elementary school, so you may see a school bus or two! We are 
looking forward to another fun-filled month! 

Krystina Schumacher, Administrator/Director 
Visit our website at www.altoonalittlestar.com 

PRAYER REQUESTS  The Prayer Group 
meets at the church on Tuesday 
mornings at 10:00 am. Feel free to send 
requests to Lois Schnorr, Sharon Stelter  
or Pastor Tim at 715-832-9953 ext. 3 or 
PastorTim@blcaltoona.org. 

    “Like” & 
“Follow” 
Bethlehem 
Lutheran 
Church on Facebook. This is one 
more way you can stay in touch. Also 
be sure to “like” the Feed a Child 
Nyre You page. 

Volunteers Sought for Family Fun Night 
This year, instead of a traditional Vacation 

Bible School, the Christian Ed team would like to 
offer a Family Fun Night. 

We don’t have the date finalized yet, but it will 
be sometime in the end of August — Sunday, 
Aug. 22, or maybe Aug. 29. 

We’ll have games and crafts, songs, Bible 
story time, a campfire, and, of course, food. 

This event will be open to everyone at 
Bethlehem, as well as all our families whose 

children go to Little Star Day Care. 
While we’re still working out the details, we 

are looking for volunteers to help plan and serve 
at the event. 

If you’re interested in helping out, please 
contact Zach and Gina Becker You can also 
contact Pastor Tim at the church office. 

Mark your calendars, and watch for more 
details in August! 

http://www.altoonalittlestar.com


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

JULY 2021 

 
 
 
 

   1 2 3 

4 
 
 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
 
 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 
 
 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Bible Study 9:00 am 

TRADITIONALWORSHIP W/ HC 10:00 AM 

2 CAN SUNDAY 

 

Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
 

Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP W/ HC 10:00 AM 
 

 

   

Church office closed 
Daycare closed 

 

 
Devotions on 
Facebook Live 9:00 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 
 

Elders Mtg 6:00 pm 

Devotions on 
Facebook Live 9:00 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP W/HC 6:30 PM 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP 6:30 PM 

 
 

Daycare Ministry 
    Team Mtg 4:00 pm 

 

WORSHIP 6:30 PM 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP W/HC 6:30 PM 

 

 
 
 

ACC Food Pantry 
   4:30 - 6:30 pm  
   at 701  7th St. West 

 
 
 
Wedding Rehearsal 
   5:30 pm 

 
 
 
 

Devotions on 
Facebook Live 9:00 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
 
 
NO Council Mtg 
    in July 

 
  

  

 
 
Ripp - Fassler 
Wedding 3:30 pm 

 
 

 

Bible Study 9:00 am 
WORSHIP 10:00 AM 

Congregational Meeting 11:00 am 

  
Devotions on 
Facebook Live 9:00 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 


