
See the monthly 

calendar on page 5 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2245 Hayden Avenue, Altoona, WI   54720 

(715) 832-9953            www.blcaltoona.org 

 

January 2022     -     Volume XVIII - Issue 1 

Worship & Study at Bethlehem 

CHRISTIAN ED  9:00 am Sundays 

Sunday School in downstairs classrooms; study of The Story in the Fellowship Hall. 

WORSHIP  10:00 am Sundays 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd
 
& 5th Sundays of each month. 

DEVOTIONS  9:00 am Tuesdays 
Go to www.facebook.com/PastorTimStein. 

WEDNESDAY MEAL  5:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

CONFIRMATION  6:00 pm Wednesdays 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
Go to www.blcaltoona.org to watch the worship service on YouTube. 

The Story Resumes 
Starting Sunday, Jan. 9, we will 

return to our study of The Story in 
worship, Bible study, and Sunday 
school. 

The next few weeks will focus on 
chapters 14 through 21, dealing 
with the breakup of the nation of 
Israel and God’s punishment of His 
people’s idolatry. 

Although these are some of the 
more difficult sections in The Story, 
having a better understanding of 
this era in Israel’s history will help 
us better understand why people 
treated Jesus the way they did. 

Blessings on your continued 
reading of God’s Word! 

“I Resolve …” 
Another page turns on the calendar. As 

we bid farewell to 2021 and look with 
hope toward 2022, many of us will likely pause to reflect 
on our lives. Some of us may even take part in the 
tradition of making new year’s resolutions. 

That got me to thinking about what the Bible might 
have to say about resolving to change one’s behavior. 

Thanks to the search engine in BibleGateway.com, I 
was surprised to find that there are only four references in 
all of Scripture about “resolve.” The word “resolution” 
doesn’t show up at all. 

(There is a fifth reference in the ESV translation: Joseph 
resolved to divorce Mary quietly in Matthew 1:19. But for 
this article, we’ll stick with the NIV.) 

As I looked more closely at those four references, I 
realized that each one offers a helpful principle for  
Christ-followers. 

First, from 2 Chronicles 20:3, “Alarmed, Jehoshaphat 
resolved to inquire of the Lord, and he proclaimed a 
fast for all Judah.” 

Continued on next page 

From 
the 

Pastor 
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WEDNESDAY MEALS WILL CONTINUE 
 

We are looking for volunteers willing to 
serve meals on Wednesday evenings. You 
can prepare your own meal or use one of 
the prepared, frozen meals here at the 
church. If you are interested please contact 
Pastor Tim in the church office. 

A Thrivent Action Team grant was used 
by Lindsey Slimak and Jennie Childs to 
prepare meals to be used in January and 
February. A list of the meals is on the 
fridge in the kitchen along with suggested 
items to serve with the main meal. All 
meals are labeled with cooking directions 
and are in the two freezers in the kitchen 
area. Please feel free to sign up to serve 
and use one or more of the meals 
assembled for this purpose. 

If you’re a Thrivent member and would 
like to know how you can set up a Thrivent 
Action Team at Bethlehem, please contact 
Jennie Childs at 715-829-7024. 

Abundant Generosity 
“But who am I, and who are my 

people, that we should be able to give 
as generously as this? Everything 
comes from you, and we have given 
you only what comes from your hand.” 
(1 Chronicles 29:14, p. 172 in The Story) 

King David spoke those words as he 
praised God for the generous offerings 
given toward the building of the temple in 
Jerusalem. 

We also have great reason to celebrate 
at Bethlehem, for all the generous gifts of 
God. We return a portion of His blessings 
to continue His work here in Altoona and 
throughout the world. 

In addition to the regular offerings listed 
below, this past fall saw an outpouring of 
generosity toward Feed a Child Nyre You, 
helping a family in need, and blessing 
children around the world through 
Operation Christmas Child. 

Thank you for responding to our Lord’s 
generosity by sharing His gifts with others! 

 

If you are interested in a secure, 
convenient way to regularly send your gifts 
to Bethlehem, consider giving online. Go 
to www.blcaltoona.org and click on 
“Giving” to make a one-time donation or 
to set up a regular, recurring gift. 

                2021 Weekly Goal: $3,871 

 For the week of Nov 28:      $ 3,695 

 For the week of Dec 5:      $ 4,832 

 For the week of Dec 12:       $ 2,981 

 For the week of Dec 19:      $ 5,170 

 For the week ending Dec 29: $ 7,092 

             Year-to-date total         $191,980 

Scrip Sales Help Our Youth 
Each Sunday you can order Scrip cards in the 

fellowship hall. They are available for pickup the 
following Sunday. 

Use the cards to make your own purchases. 
Gas, grocery and many other regular purchases 
can be done with Scrip. 

Scrip profits will help our Youth attend the 2022 
National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas.  

Biblical ‘Resolutions’ Can Still Guide Us Today 
Continued from front page 

Jehoshaphat, the king of the southern region 
of Judah, had just been told that a vast army 
was coming to wage war. So the king lifted his 
eyes to heaven and prayed for help. 

I’ll let you read 2 Chronicles 20 to find out 
what happened. But Jehoshaphat teaches us a 
great lesson: In times of trouble, pray. 

Many times, when faced with difficulty, we 
shift into problem-solving mode. How can I fix 
this? What can I do? In fact, sometimes we 
think of prayer only as a last resort. 

Prayer should be our first and most 
frequent response, in any situation. 
Because of Jesus, we can approach 
God’s throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16) 
and pray at all times (Ephesians 6:18). 

When you find yourself alarmed in 
’22, respond by going to your knees. 

Second, from Daniel 1:8, “Daniel 
resolved not to defile himself with the royal 
food and wine.” Daniel and his friends had 
been taken into exile in Babylon. They were 
assigned to the palace and were given royal 
provisions. 

However, Daniel chose to remain faithful and 
not give in to the culture. Whether some of the 
food was unclean under Old Testament law 
(like pork) or whether the food had been offered 
as a sacrifice to idols, Daniel wanted no part of 
it – no matter how tempting it was. They were 
still God’s people, even in a foreign land. 

Similarly, we are strangers and exiles (1 Peter 
2:11) who are merely passing through this 
world, on our way to our eternal home. Yet we 
are still God’s people, His representatives, and 
ought to live out our faith every day. 

Reject the false gods of consumerism and 
materialism. Love your enemies, pray for those 
who persecute you, and turn the other cheek. Be 
generous. Devote yourself to worship, 
Scripture, and prayer. Live like Jesus lived and 
love like Jesus loved. Let your faith be evident. 
Be different from the rest of the world. 

From Malachi 2:2, “ ‘If you do not resolve 

to honor my name,’ says the LORD Almighty, 
‘I will send a curse on you.’ ” 

Malachi was sharing a message with the 
priests about speaking truth and walking in 
righteousness. As part of the “priesthood of all 
believers” (1 Peter 2:9), this is for us too.  

In a society where talking about Jesus and 
His Word can be seen as offensive or intolerant, 
we may be tempted to keep our mouths shut. 

But how will the world find out about the  
life-changing love of Jesus Christ unless we 

speak up? How will the 
Christmastime “good news of great 
joy” reach all people unless we 
deliver the message? 
    Honor God’s name and hallow it; 
live according to His Word and 
proclaim His love and grace to others. 
    The final “resolution,” from Paul’s 
words in 1 Corinthians 2:2, “I 

resolved to know nothing while I was with 
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 

The best one of all, in my opinion. 
Unlike other resolutions, where we try and we 

strive and we promise, this one puts it all in 
Jesus’ nail-scarred hands. He paid the price. He 
made a way. He came to us. He did it all. 

Although I may desire to live a faithful life, it 
all starts with Jesus. Nothing is as important as 
Him. Nothing is worth knowing apart from 
Him. Nothing is more beautiful than His love, 
His sacrifice, His grace. 

Put Jesus at the center of your life, and 
everything else falls into place. 

A life spent knowing Jesus and seeking His 
kingdom – from the cradle to the cross, from 
the manger to the empty tomb – is a life well 
lived! 

If you’re looking for some resolutions for the 
new year, start with these: Know Jesus. Pray. 
Stay faithful. Honor God. I can’t think of a 
better way to get 2022 off to a good start. 

God’s peace and blessings to you and your 
families as we embark on a new year together. 

— In Christ, Pastor Tim 

Put Jesus at 

the center of 

your life, and 

everything else 

falls into place. 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
In November $180 was deposited into Bethlehem’s 

account. This is money that your investments earn, 
and you are able to direct to a nonprofit of your 
choosing. If you are a Thrivent member and have 
questions about the program contact Jennie Childs at 
715-829-7024. 

$746 Choice Dollars were received in 2021. 
Thrivent members who qualify for Thrivent Choice 

Dollars can direct 2021 dollars up to March 31, 2022. 

Thrivent at work at Bethlehem 
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January Worship Assistants    Sunday Services 10:00 am  

Date Elder Usher(s) Greeter(s) Acolyte Reader Projector 

Sun. 2 
w/HC 

Mike 
Smith 

Randy 
Schamberger 

Marlene 
Bredesen 

Jayden 
Leis 

Jayden 
Leis Jordans 

Sun. 9 _______ Brett 
Grunewald 

Dale & Elaine 
Emberson 

Kyle 
Korenuk 

Mike 
Smith 

Mason 
Smith 

Sun. 16 
w/HC 

Dennis 
Dawson 

Ken 
Simpson 

Ken & Jean 
Simpson 

Kimberly 
Lenberg 

Nancy 
Foubert 

Luke 
Hansen 

Sun. 23 
_______ Randy 

Wollmer 
Carole 
Licht 

Arabella 
Lacey 

Carole 
Licht 

Alex 
Wollmer 

Sun. 30 
w/HC 

Joe 
Rosengarten Tim Ender Heidi & Tim 

Ender 
Madi 
Brown 

Joe 
Rosengarten 

Kayla 
Seigneurie 

Personal phone numbers and email 
addresses have been removed from 
the bulletins and newsletters that 

are shared online to protect our members 
from scams & fraud. Contact the church or 
daycare for details or contact information. 

“Main Street Living,” a weekly 
Lutheran television program 
and worship service, airs 

every week in the Chippewa Valley at 
10 a.m. Sundays on TV station FOX 48. 

Broadcasts can also be viewed online at 
www.mainstreetliving.com/eauclaire. 

The TV show features remastered 
episodes of “This Is the Life,” which 
originally aired from the 1950s to 1980s, 
followed by a worship service featuring 
pastors from the North Wisconsin District. 

The program is financially supported by 
congregations in each viewing area. 

Bethlehem’s Elders are: 
 

Dennis Dawson  715-834-1113   
 dawden70@gmail.com 

Jeff Gilles   715-877-2343   
 jeffrey.p.gilles@gmail.com 

Gary Hansen  715-831-1917   
 hansenfam@charter.net 

Joe Rosengarten  715-461-0963   
 jrosengarten71@gmail.com 

Mike Smith  715-514-2110   
 mikejuliesmith@charter.net 

Feel free to contact any Elder with 
concerns or suggestions. 

Roy & Cheri Borseth assist with shut-in visitors and hold a 
service at Eastridge Estates. Call them at 715-833-9651. 

“Like” & “Follow” 
Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church on Facebook. 

This is one more way you can stay 
in touch. Also be sure to “like” the 
Feed a Child Nyre You page. 

                Altar Guild Servers: Lana Partlow 715-577-9481 
                                                   Doreen Schwab 715-559-8055 
                Financial Counters: Becky Johnson & Mary Lou Stelter 

January 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES ARE: 
 

Sunday Bulletin info is due EACH THURSDAY AT 8 AM 
 

Newsletter info is due THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH 
 
       YOUR COOPERATION IS NECESSARY 
                  AND APPRECIATED! 

2022 Officers and Ministry Team Leaders 

Welcome to Our New Members! 
Over the last year, several families and 

individuals have chosen to become 
members at Bethlehem. On Jan. 30 we will 
welcome all those who joined this 
congregation in 2021: 

Jean Bastian 
Brad, Jessica, Matt & Alex Bucki 
Jocelyn Dietsche 
Kendra Drake 
Kegan & Anna Fassler 
Rod & Charleen Graff 
Rev. Dr. Tim & Vicki Heupel 
Rory & Diane Schutte 
John & Doreen Schwab 
Tom & Carol Sippel 

President: 
Mark Jordan 715-831-8519 
 Elected to the 2nd year of a 2-year term (2022) 

Vice President: 
Brad Bucki 715-215-0549 
 Elected to a 2-year term (2022-23) 

Treasurer: 
Kegan Fassler 715-207-5126 
 Elected to a 2-year term (2022-23) 

Recording Secretary: 
Diane Bierbrauer 715-379-9126 

Financial Secretary: 
Heidi Ender 715-833-2074 
 Elected to the 2nd year of a 2-year term (2022) 

Building & Property: 
Mike Smith 715-514-2110 
 Elected to a 2-year term (2022-23) 

Christian Education: 
Gina Becker 920-660-8395 
Zach Becker 608-769-2610 

Daycare: 
Angie Burrows 715-491-1312 

Discipleship: 
Kim Stein 715-829-1249 
 Elected to a 2-year term (2022-23) 

Fellowship: 
LeAnne Hohman 715-456-7572 

Human Care / Outreach: 
Karen Overhulser 715-579-7535 
Anna Fassler 715-305-2429 
 Elected to a 2-year term (2022-23) 

Missions: 
Sherry Schantz 715-379-8951 

Stewardship:   (open) 

Worship: 
Shelly Theiste 715-456-7804 
Mike Theiste 715-829-1893 
 Elected to a 2-year term (2022-23) 

Youth: 
Nicole Beaver 715-797-1642 
 Elected to the 2nd year of a 2-year term (2022) 

A FEW REMINDERS AS WE START 2022 
 

2021 Giving Statements will soon be in the mail file 
box, located on the table by the new coffee machine. 
Stop and pick yours up. 
 

2022 Offering Envelops - a few boxes are left on the 
table in the hallway as you enter the fellowship hall. 
Please pick yours up. If you are opting to stay at home 
for COVID reasons and would like your envelopes 
dropped off please call the church office. Please DO 
NOT use the 2021 envelopes. Your envelope number 
may have changed, and we want to be sure you receive 
credit for your giving. 
 

Attendance Sheets - please sign the Fellowship 
Register each time you attend a service and indicate if 
you are receiving the Lord’s Supper. Then pass it to 
others in your pew. 
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Food Assistance Available 

If you or a family member are facing financial 
struggles that affect your ability to buy food, 
check out FoodShare. FoodShare is the current 
name for Food Stamps. It’s a program based on 
your household income that can free up money 
to put toward housing, utilities, or other 
expenses. 

FoodShare benefits help buy nutritious food 
by depositing money once a month on a QUEST 
card (a debit-like card). Applying is fast, easy 
and confidential. 

For more information or to set up an 
appointment, call or text Maureen at the 
FoodShare helpline, 715-496-3121. You can 
also go online to www.GetAQuestCard.org. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Prayer Group meets at the church 
on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am. 
Feel free to send requests to Lois 
Schnorr 715-834-4071, Sharon Stelter at 
715-832-3633 or Pastor Tim at 715-832-9953 
ext. 3 or PastorTim@blcaltoona.org. 

Confirmation Class for 7th & 8th 
graders will be on Wednesday 
evenings. A light meal is offered at 
5:30 pm, and class begins at 6:00 
pm in the downstairs youth room. For more 
information, contact Pastor Tim Stein at 
715-832-9953 or PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 
or Mark Jordan at mrjslj@sbcglobal.net. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Classes meet at 9:00 am 
Sundays, lasting until 9:45 
am, for children in 

preschool through 8th grade. Contact Zach 
& Gina Becker with any questions or 
concerns: bethlehemchristed@gmail.com. ADRC January 2021 Newsletter  

can be accessed via the Bethlehem web site. The 
Aging & Disabilities Resource Center offers services 

and educational opportunities that might be helpful 

or interesting to many families. You will also find 
helpful links to other outreach services in the area. 

The Altoona Food Pantry will 

be open Thursday, Jan. 27, 
from 4:30 - 6:30 pm  

at 701 7th St. West, Altoona, 
sponsored by The Altoona 
Compassion Coalition. Open to the public; only 

requirement is that you live in the Altoona School 
District. Contact Message Phone Number is 

715-255-0783. 

 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary please 
contact the church office so we can add it to the records. 

 

  6  Rick & Tracey Bauer 
10  Don & Jennie Childs 
14  Randy & Missy Schamberger 
29  Dean & Hillarie Roth 

 

  1  Terek Hulett-Simpson 
  6  Brad Bucki 
  9  Dennis Dawson 
10  Dennis Bierbrauer 
11  Charleen Graff 
      Mason Smith 
13  Joan Voigt 
14  Angela Burrows 
16  Vern Ashwell 
18  Damion Hohman 
20  LeAnne Hohman 
21  Alex Bucki 
22  Krystina Schumacher 
24  Sydney Becker 

 

24  Henry Bohl 
      Morgan Smith 
27  Caden Amidon 
      Missy Schamberger 
      Dave Underwood 
31  Isabella Bauer 
      Donna Ganther 

REMEMBER BETHLEHEM’S 

HOME BOUND & SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
 

Barbara Duszynski   715-832-8780 
Oak Gardens Place Assisted Living  

342 Twin Oaks Dr. #216, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Eunice “Patty” Glover   715-514-3466 
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., # 313, Altoona WI  54720 
 

Earl & Julie Hemenway   715-505-8216  
facility phone number @ Midwest Gratus 

421 Frenette Dr. #15, Chippewa Falls WI  54729 
 

Margaret Johnson   715-225-3936 
American Lutheran Communities 

915 Elm St. E., #15, Menomonie WI  54751 
 

Bev Nequette   715-874-6615 
Milestone Senior Living 

5512 Renee Dr., # 112, Eau Claire WI  54703 
 

Lois Olson   715-835-3460 
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., #204, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Alice Steuding - Care Partners Memory Care 

887 Briar Lane, Altoona WI  54720        JANUARY 
       MONTHLY 
       MEETINGS 

➢ Elders - Tues., Jan. 11th at 6:00 pm 
➢ Daycare Ministry Team - Thurs., Jan. 13th at 4:00 pm 
➢ Christian Education - no ministry team meeting scheduled for January 
➢ Church Council -  Mon., Jan. 17th at 6:30 pm 

                                   Little Star Day Care 

The primary purpose of Little Star is to provide for the physical, emotional, 

psychological and spiritual well-being of the children and to share Christian 

values within the context of a daily program. (Our Mission Statement) 

Krystina Schumacher, Administrator/Director       Visit our website at www.altoonalittlestar.com 

Feed A Child Nyre You is an outreach program of Bethlehem Church, funded by our 
church members, community, local businesses and civic groups. Since 2012 this program 
has provided weekend food bags that are distributed to students in 4K through 6th grade. It 
also supports the high school food pantry in the Altoona School District. 

When COVID hit in 2020, we stopped packing bags at Bethlehem and started a 
partnership with the high school food pantry to order, pack and deliver the bags to the 
elementary and intermediate schools. This partnership also has allowed students with 
disabilities to learn job skills by ordering and packing for the program. 

We have a steady stream of financial support for this program (including our annual 
Walk for Hunger), and we are excited to share that we contributed $10,000 in December to the high school 
food pantry for the 2021-22 school year. These funds provide a credit at Feed My People Food Bank, where 
95% of the food needs are purchased for the weekend food bags and high school pantry.  

If you have any questions about the program please feel free to contact Jennie Childs at 715-829-7024. 

Contact Us 
Pastor: Rev. Tim Stein 
 715-832-9953, ext. 3 (office) 
 715-829-1247 (cell in emergency) 
 PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 
 
Little Star Krystina Schumacher, director 
Daycare: 715-832-1513 
 krystina.littlestar@gmail.com 
 www.AltoonaLittleStar.com 

Church office: Charleen Graff, secretary 
 715-832-9953, ext. 2 
 blcsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Congregation Mark Jordan 
Chairman: 715-579-3483 
 mrjslj@charter.net 
 

Confidential Sharon Stelter 
Prayer Chain: 715-832-3633 

http://www.altoonalittlestar.com
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30 
 

31 Feb. 1 Feb. 2 Feb. 3 Feb. 4 Feb. 5 

2 CAN SUNDAY 

  
 
 

 Vern Noggle funeral  
     11:00 am 
 

Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

 

 Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 
 

Elders Mtg 6:00 pm 

 
 
Daycare Ministry 
    Team Mtg 4:00 pm 
 

  
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 14) 

 
 
 
 
 
Council Mtg 6:30 pm 

No Devotions on FB 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

  
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP W/HC10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 15) 

 

  Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 
 

 
ACC Food Pantry 
    4:30 - 6:30 pm  
    at 701 7th St. West 

  
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 16 & 17) 

1 

   

 
 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 18) 

Read The Story, Chapters 16 & 17 (“The Beginning of the End” & “The Kingdoms’ Fall”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 18 (“Daniel in Exile”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 19 (“The Return Home”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 15 (“God’s Messengers”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 14 (“A Kingdom Torn in Two”) 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

NEW YEAR’S 
DAY 

NO Sunday School  
Bible Study 9:00 am 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP W/HC10:00 AM 
(Break from The Story) 


