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Worship & Study at Bethlehem 

CHRISTIAN ED  9:00 am Sundays 

Sunday School in downstairs classrooms; study of The Story in the Fellowship Hall. 

WORSHIP  10:00 am Sundays 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd
 
& 5th Sundays of each month. 

DEVOTIONS  9:00 am Tuesdays 
Go to www.facebook.com/PastorTimStein. 

WEDNESDAY MEAL  5:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

CONFIRMATION  6:00 pm Wednesdays 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
Go to www.blcaltoona.org to watch the worship service on YouTube. 

Pizza Pickup 
Thank you to everyone 

who placed an order for 
Super Bowl pizzas! 

We sold nearly 60  
take-and-bake pizzas to 
raise money for students 
to attend the National 
Youth Gathering. 

Please remember to 
stop by the kitchen after 
worship on Sunday, 
Feb. 13, to pick up your 
pies before heading 
home to enjoy the big 
game. 

Distractions that Hurt 
Our poor puppy Penny has a problem with her 

paws. OK, she’s not really a puppy anymore 
(she’s 7), and her problem isn’t her paws as much as her attention 
span. But I like to alliterate, so we’ll just go with it. 

When it’s time to go outside and do her business, she easily 
loses focus. There are so many distractions: bunnies and squirrels 
to look for, trails to sniff, and scents to explore. 

The problem is, when the temperature is in the single digits and 
the wind chill is way below zero, her paws quickly become chilled 
in the snow and ice. 

Before you know it, she’s in the far corner of the yard, gingerly 
holding a paw or two out of the snow, whining and whimpering, 
looking hopefully at me to relieve her misery. 

She got distracted from the reason she went outside in the first 
place. As a result, she caused herself pain and discomfort. 

I wonder if there are some ways that we fall into the same snare. 
It’s fairly easy to get distracted by the news – on the TV, in our 

mobile news feeds, in the paper. We can become so focused on 
following every story and trying to stay informed that our fear, 
anxiety, anger, or stress can rise. 

Continued on next page 

From 
the 

Pastor 
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HELP WITH WEDNESDAY MEALS 
 

We are looking for volunteers willing to 
serve meals on Wednesday evenings. You 
can prepare your own meal or use one of 
the prepared, frozen meals here at the 
church that were the result of a Thrivent 
Action Team grant. If you are interested in 
helping out, please contact Pastor Tim in 
the church office. 

A list of the meals is on the fridge in the 
kitchen, along with suggested items to 
serve with the main meal. All meals are 
labeled with cooking directions and are in 
the two freezers in the kitchen area. 

If you’re a Thrivent member and would 
like to know how you can set up a Thrivent 
Action Team at Bethlehem, please contact 
Jennie Childs at 715-829-7024. 

January Giving 
Thank you for your generosity that blesses so 

many people in so many ways! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in a secure, convenient 

way to regularly send your gifts to Bethlehem, 
consider giving online. Go to www.blcaltoona.org 
and click on “Giving” to make a one-time 
donation or to set up a regular, recurring gift. 

⬧ ⬧ ⬧ ⬧ ⬧ ⬧ ⬧ ⬧ ⬧ ⬧ ⬧ 

Every Sunday you have the opportunity to 
help four Bethlehem youth get a little closer 
to Houston, Texas and the National Youth 
Gathering this July! (There are only 4 more 
months to really pick up our Scrip sales for 
these kids. One month of Scrip profits for 
each of them.) 

Scrip cards are for sale and available to 
order in the fellowship hall. Orders can be 
picked up the following Sunday. Use the 
cards to purchase gas, groceries, meals at 
restaurants, or many other purchases. 

The 2021 total Scrip earnings were 
$518.47. 

Let Us Fix Our Eyes on Jesus, not Our Devices 
Continued from front page 

It’s tremendously easy to get distracted by 
Facebook – an app that can connect us with 
friends and family. But it can just as easily lead 
to feelings of insecurity, comparison, or envy. 

Streaming services (like Netflix, Hulu, or 
Apple TV) are making it increasingly easy to be 
distracted by endless shows or movies to watch. 
Finish one episode, and the next one cues up 
automatically. Depending on what you watch, 
you could be drawn into a world of 
greed, lust, pride, or sloth, as your 
productivity slips away. 

Our devices clearly have great 
potential to distract us – perhaps to 
our own harm and misery. 

As I’ve entered this new year, I’m 
trying to be more mindful of what 
I’m looking at and for how long. 
(Honestly, I’m relieved when 
football season comes to an end. I seem to have 
so much more time on my hands.) 

I’ve even been inspired by one of my 
daughters, who – even working a full-time job 
and spending time with friends – has already 
read five books this year. (It will be six by the 
time you read this.) She’s motivated me to read 
more and watch less. 

The Scriptures – and especially Paul’s letters 
– have a great deal to say about managing our 
time well and focusing on what really matters. 

• “Be very careful, then, how you live – not 
as unwise but as wise, making the most of 
every opportunity” (Ephesians 5:15-16). 

• “Set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things” (Colossians 3:2). 

• “Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:1-2). 

And one of my favorites: 

• “Let us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles … . 
Fix your eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2). 

It’s easy to become distracted by the things of 
this world and miss Jesus. It’s easy to lose focus 
and forget our calling to live as His 
representatives. It’s easy to become ensnared 
and entangled by earthly amusements and get 
drawn into things that wound our souls, 
ultimately missing out on the life that Jesus 
wants us to have. 

Friends, evaluate your habits. Be mindful 
about what you watch and for how long. 

    Ask yourself if there are better 
pursuits that don’t lead to negative 
emotions. Ask yourself if your screen 
time is enriching your life or stealing 
your joy and peace of mind. 

 
    Some of you who had your photos 
taken last fall have asked, “When the 
new church directories will be 
ready?” 

My best guess is that it will be another month 
or two yet, and the delay lands at my feet. 

We put an announcement in the bulletin 
looking for someone with graphic design 
experience. Crickets. No one replied. I figured  
as long as I was going to compile everything, I 
might as well design it myself. 

October turned into November. Soon Advent 
and Christmas were upon us. And the directory 
pages remained on my computer. 

I finally raised the white flag and sent in what 
I had started so the professionals could finish 
up. The estimated turnaround is 8 to 10 weeks. 

This is much more than you needed to know, 
but I share this as a lesson in humility, knowing 
your limits, and knowing when to ask for help. 

I apologize that the directories are delayed. 
But hopefully, as a result of this, you will 

have a somewhat wiser pastor who will know 
his limits and be more willing to ask for help. 

On that note, if you’re interested in helping to 
plan our next church directory, give me a call. 

Christ’s blessings to you and your families 
this month. 

                                                   — Pastor Tim     

The Scriptures 

have a great 

deal to say 

about 

managing 

our time well. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2021 can still be 
directed to Bethlehem or the non-profit of your choice 
until March 31, 2022. You can do this by calling  
800-847-4836 (Customer Interaction Center). 

 

Or, you can do this online, go to www.thrivent.com. 
At this point you must have a sign-in or create one. 
Then click on each of the following prompts: 
“What We Offer” | “Generosity” | “Thrivent Choice” 

 

If you have questions about the program contact 
Jennie Childs at 715-829-7024. 

Thrivent at Work at Bethlehem 

BLC’s In-House Food Pantry is Expanding . . . 2-Can Sunday is no longer food only 
 

The Human Care and Outreach Ministry would like to expand the BLC food pantry for our 
members and daycare families. This is furnished by 2-Can Sunday, so we invite you to include the 
following suggested non-perishable items in your donations: 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS 

      deodorant 
      toothpaste 
      toothbrushes 
      bars of soap 
      hand soap 
      hand sanitizer 
      mouthwash 

      lotions 
      dental floss 
      lip balm 
      facial tissue 
      toilet paper 
      diapers 
      baby wipes 

DRY GOODS 
 

breakfast cereal 
pasta 
flour & sugar 
energy bars 
nutritious snacks 
sauces and soups 

INSTANT FOODS 
SUCH AS 

 

mashed potatoes 
hamburger helper 
cake/cookie mixes 

                2022 Weekly Goal: $4,623 

 For the week ending Jan 2:        $ 2,957 

 For the week ending Jan 9:        $ 2,978 

 For the week ending Jan 16:      $ 2,880 

 For the week ending Jan 23:      $ 3,017 

             Year-to-date total               $ 11,834 
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OFFICERS  and  MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 

Discipleship: 
  Kim Stein  

Fellowship: 
  LeAnne Hohman  

Human Care / Outreach: 
  Karen Overhulser  
  Anna Fassler  

Missions: 
  Sherry Schantz  

Stewardship: (open) 

Worship: 
  Shelly Theiste  
  Mike Theiste  

Youth (Youth Groups & VBS): 
  Nicole Beaver  

President: 
  Mark Jordan  
Vice President: 
  Brad Bucki  
Treasurer: 
  Kegan Fassler  
Recording Secretary: 
  Diane Bierbrauer  
Financial Secretary: 
  Heidi Ender  
Buildings & Property: 
  Mike Smith  
Christian Ed (SS & Confirmation): 
  Gina Becker  
  Zach Becker  
Daycare: 
  Angie Burrows  

February Worship Assistants    Sunday Services 10:00 am  

Date Elder Usher(s) Greeter(s) Acolyte Reader Projector 

Sun. 6 
w/HC 

Mike 
Smith 

Rod 
Graff 

Rod & Charleen 
Graff 

Lauren 
Hoel 

Rory 
Schutte 

Mason 
Smith 

Sun. 13 _______ Randy 
Schamberger 

Teri Johnson 
Gary Puljas 

Kyle 
Korenuk 

Nancy 
Foubert 

Jordans 

Sun. 20 
w/HC 

Dennis 
Dawson 

Ken 
Simpson 

Ken & Jean 
Simpson 

Arabella 
Lacey 

Mark 
Jordan 

Luke 
Hansen 

Sun. 27 
w/HC 

_______ Tim 
Ender 

Heidi & Tim 
Ender 

Serenity 
Johnson 

Marcella 
Jordan 

Kayla 
Seigneurie 

Ash Wed. 
March 2 

w/HC 

Dennis 
Dawson 

Randy 
Wollmer 

TBD Brayden 
Ivkovich 

TBD Alex 
Wollmer 

Personal phone numbers and email 
addresses have been removed from 
the bulletins and newsletters that 

are shared online to protect our members 
from scams & fraud. Contact the church or 
daycare for details or contact information. 

“Main Street Living,” a weekly 
Lutheran television program 
and worship service, airs every 
week in the Chippewa Valley at 

10 a.m. Sundays on TV station FOX 48. 

Broadcasts can also be viewed online at 
www.mainstreetliving.com/eauclaire. 

The TV show features remastered 
episodes of “This Is the Life,” which 
originally aired from the 1950s to 1980s, 
followed by a worship service featuring 
pastors from the North Wisconsin District. 

The program is financially supported by 
congregations in each viewing area. 

Bethlehem’s Elders are: 
 

Dennis Dawson  715-834-1113   
 dawden70@gmail.com 

Jeff Gilles   715-877-2343   
 jeffrey.p.gilles@gmail.com 

Gary Hansen  715-831-1917   
 hansenfam@charter.net 

Joe Rosengarten  715-461-0963   
 jrosengarten71@gmail.com 

Mike Smith  715-514-2110   
 mikejuliesmith@charter.net 

Feel free to contact any Elder with 
concerns or suggestions. 

Roy & Cheri Borseth assist with shut-in visitors and hold a 
service at Eastridge Estates. Call them at 715-833-9651. 

“Like” & “Follow” 
Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church on Facebook. 

This is one more way you can stay 
in touch. Also be sure to “like” the 
Feed a Child Nyre You page. 

                Altar Guild Servers: Marcella Jordan 715-832-8075 
                                                   Linda Wagner 715-829-1983 
                Financial Counters: Dawn Gilbertson & Sherry Schantz 

February 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES ARE: 
 

Sunday Bulletin info is due EACH THURSDAY AT 8 AM 
 

Newsletter info is due THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH 
 
       YOUR COOPERATION IS NECESSARY 
                  AND APPRECIATED! 

OCC  Shoebox Update --- Our boxes from last November are being delivered to 
Colombia and Malawi as well as a hard-to-reach area where extra security is needed 
so the location can not be disclosed. Please pray that the shoeboxes and the Bible 
stories are well received by the children and shared with their families and friends. 

 

Savvy shoebox packers know that it is never too early to start shopping for shoebox gifts 
while watching for sales and clearance items. This year Bethlehem will begin to prepare 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes all year long in order to bring the Good News to more 
children around the world. A goal of one hundred shoeboxes from BLC has been set. This 
number includes boxes to be packed at a group packing party in the fall for delivery to  
10– to 14-year-old girls; shoeboxes for children in any age group packed at home by families 
(including shipping costs paid online whenever possible); and online shoebox purchases. Last 
year’s total count was eighty-three shoeboxes. We can do this! 

We will use a year-round shopping guide that will be available for members to pick up in the 
church narthex. It will include suggestions of what gifts to collect each month. Please remember 
that it is only a guide. Feel free to purchase whatever quality items you are led to buy. [within 
Samaritan’s Purse terms as found on their website : samaritanspurse.org /occ] A collection box 
will be available in the Fellowship Hall and an inventory will be kept for planning purposes.  

More details will be made available as we move along with this mission project. It is likely that 
other ministry groups will be encouraged to be involved in aspects of this endeavor. You may 
recall that last year the Sunday School applied some of their offerings to building shoeboxes 
online. Can we keep that going for part of the year? What about the youth filling pencil cases at 
one of their gatherings? Do we have any women in the church that would like to knit hats? Men 

could start putting fishing kits together for next year when we fill shoeboxes for  
10– to 14-year-old boys! 
 

As you can see, there is room for all of us to maximize our impact for the Gospel! 
Call or text Sherry Schantz with questions 

ATTENDANCE SHEETS in 2022 
Please sign the Fellowship Register each 
time you attend a service and indicate if 
you are receiving the Lord’s Supper. Then 
pass it to others in your pew. This is so 
very helpful for the church office records. 
Thank you. 

Also Welcomed as New Members 
The January newsletter acknowledged 

the families who chose to become members 
at Bethlehem last year and were welcomed 
on Jan. 30. 

Rick, Kristina, Ava, Evan and Asher 
Risler were inadvertently omitted from that 
listing. Welcome, Risler family! We 
apologize for the mistake.  
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Food Assistance Available 

If you or a family member are facing financial 
struggles that affect your ability to buy food, 
check out FoodShare. FoodShare is the current 
name for Food Stamps. It’s a program based on 
your household income that can free up money 
to put toward housing, utilities, or other 
expenses. 

FoodShare benefits help buy nutritious food 
by depositing money once a month on a QUEST 
card (a debit-like card). Applying is fast, easy 
and confidential. 

For more information or to set up an 
appointment, call or text Maureen at the 
FoodShare helpline, 715-496-3121. You can 
also go online to www.GetAQuestCard.org. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Prayer Group meets at the church 
on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am. 
Feel free to send requests to Lois 
Schnorr 715-834-4071, Sharon Stelter at 
715-832-3633 or Pastor Tim at 715-832-9953 
ext. 3 or PastorTim@blcaltoona.org. 

Confirmation Class for 7th & 8th 
graders will be on Wednesday 
evenings. A light meal is offered at 
5:30 pm, and class begins at 6:00 
pm in the downstairs youth room. For more 
information, contact Pastor Tim Stein at 
715-832-9953 or PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 
or Mark Jordan at mrjslj@sbcglobal.net. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Classes meet at 9:00 am 
Sundays, lasting until 9:45 
am, for children in 

preschool through 8th grade. Contact Zach 
& Gina Becker with any questions or 
concerns: bethlehemchristed@gmail.com. ADRC February 2021 Newsletter  

can be accessed via the Bethlehem web site. The 
Aging & Disabilities Resource Center offers services 

and educational opportunities that might be helpful 

or interesting to many families. You will also find 
helpful links to other outreach services in the area. 

The Altoona Food Pantry will 

be open Thursday, Feb. 25, 
from 4:30 - 6:30 pm  

at 701 7th St. West, Altoona, 
sponsored by The Altoona 
Compassion Coalition. Open to the public; only 

requirement is that you live in the Altoona School 
District. Contact Message Phone Number is 

715-255-0783. 

REMEMBER BETHLEHEM’S 

HOME BOUND & SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
 

Barbara Duszynski   715-832-8780 
Oak Gardens Place Assisted Living  

342 Twin Oaks Dr. #216, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Eunice “Patty” Glover   715-514-3466 
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., # 313, Altoona WI  54720 
 

Earl & Julie Hemenway   715-505-8216  
@ Midwest Gratus 

421 Frenette Dr. #15, Chippewa Falls WI  54729 
 

Margaret Johnson   715-225-3936 
American Lutheran Communities 

915 Elm St. E., #15, Menomonie WI  54751 
 

Bev Nequette   715-874-6615 
Milestone Senior Living 

5512 Renee Dr., # 112, Eau Claire WI  54703 
 

Lois Olson   715-835-3460 
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., #204, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Alice Steuding - Care Partners Memory Care 

887 Briar Lane, Altoona WI  54720 
       FEBRUARY 
       MONTHLY 
       MEETINGS 

➢ Elders - Tues., Feb. 8th at 6:00 pm 
➢ Day Care Ministry Team - Thurs., Feb. 10th at 4:00 pm 
➢ Christian Education - Sun., Feb. 13th at 11:15 am 
➢ Church Council -  Mon., Feb. 21st at 6:30 pm 

                                   Little Star Day Care 

The primary purpose of Little Star is to provide for the physical, emotional, 

psychological and spiritual well-being of the children and to share Christian 

values within the context of a daily program. (Our Mission Statement) 

Krystina Schumacher, Administrator/Director    Visit our website at www.altoonalittlestar.com 

Contact Us 
Pastor: Rev. Tim Stein 
 715-832-9953, ext. 3 (office) 
 715-829-1247 (cell in emergency) 
 PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 
 
Little Star Krystina Schumacher, director 
Daycare: 715-832-1513 
 krystina.littlestar@gmail.com 
 www.AltoonaLittleStar.com 

Church office: Charleen Graff, secretary 
 715-832-9953, ext. 2 
 blcsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Congregation Mark Jordan 
Chairman: 715-579-3483 
 mrjslj@charter.net 
 

Confidential Sharon Stelter 
Prayer Chain: 715-832-3633 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary  
please call or email the church office. 

  1  Connie Woodford 
  2  Earl Hemenway 
      Marsten Salsbury 
  4  Sarah Parrish 
      Mike Theiste 
10  Danielle Moore 

12  Judi McFadden 
15  Brett Grunewald 
      Becky Johnson 
20  Rick Bauer 
23  Matt Bucki 
28  Sydney Vargo 

Church Keys  If you have a key to the church 

that you no longer need or use, please contact the 
office to arrange for its return. Remember you 

paid a deposit for the key, and we will refund that 
to you. We are trying to keep the list of key 

holders current. Thank you. 

The Apostle John tells us why he wrote his 
gospel: “Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; but these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in His 
name” (John 20:30-31). 

Life! When we believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
God gives us life – abundant life, forgiven life, 
and eternal life.  

This Lent, our life in Christ will be 
strengthened as we hear the witness of those in 
John’s gospel who journeyed to the cross. We’ll 
meet villains, sinners, and seekers whose 
interactions with Jesus will help us to meditate on 
His Passion. 

Please join us Wednesday evenings starting 
Ash Wednesday, March 2. A meal will be 
offered at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, 
followed by worship at 6 p.m. 

Lenten Worship Series, “Witnesses,” Begins March 2 

http://www.altoonalittlestar.com


  
 
 

  
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

FEBRUARY 2022 

 
 
 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 

6 
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 
 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 
 

28 March 1 March 2 - Ash Wed. March 3 March 4 March 5 

2 CAN SUNDAY 
(see p. 7 for details) 

 

 Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 
 

Elders Mtg 6:00 pm 

 
 
Day Care Ministry 
    Team Mtg 4:00 pm 

  
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 19) 

NYG Meeting 11:15 am 

 
 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 
 
 

Executive Committee   
    Meeting 6:30 pm 

  
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

  
 
 
Council Mtg 6:30 pm 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 
 

 
ACC Food Pantry 
    4:30 - 6:30 pm  
    at 701 7th St. West 

  
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 21) 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

 Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

 
 
Meal 5:30 pm 

WORSHIP W/HC 6:00 PM 
Confirmation 6:45 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(  break from The Story  ) 

Read The Story, Chapter 21 (“Rebuilding the Walls”) 

BREAK from The Story 

BREAK from The Story 

Read The Story, Chapter 20 (“The Queen of Beauty and Courage”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 19 (“The Return Home”) 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
 

Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

VALENTINES 
DAY 

 

 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 20) 

Christian Ed Meeting 11:15 am 

PIZZA PICKUP 


