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Worship & Study at Bethlehem 

CHRISTIAN ED  9:00 am Sundays 

Sunday School in downstairs classrooms; Bible study in the Fellowship Hall. 

WORSHIP  10:00 am Sundays 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd
 
& 5th Sundays of each month. 

DEVOTIONS  9:00 am Tuesdays 
Go to www.facebook.com/PastorTimStein. 

WEDNESDAY MEAL  5:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall; no meal served April 13 

CONFIRMATION 

6:45-7:30 April 6; no class April 13; 6:00-7:00 April 20 & 27 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
Go to www.blcaltoona.org to watch the worship service on YouTube. 

Learning 

to Listen 
Ages ago, when our kids were knee-high to 

a grasshopper (in other words, very young, if 
you haven’t heard that phrase), their 
elementary school had an indoor camping trip. 

It was like an overnight lock-in, only with 
tents and sleeping bags in the gymnasium. 

At one point, we sat in a circle and played a 
game called Fish Tales (I think). 

The idea was that we would all share a story 
about the outdoors. When the first person 
finished, someone else would pipe up, “Oh 
yeah, don’tcha know that reminds me of a 
time when … .” 

I don’t remember the purpose of that game, 
other than maybe making connections with 
other families and sharing our experiences 
with nature. 

Continued on next page 

From 
the 

Pastor 
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Destination: Houston 
Five Bethlehem youth will be attending the 

National Youth Gathering this July: Madi Brown, 
Remy Hohman, Adam Jordan, Keegan Naser, and 
Mason Smith. 

There are several ways you can help: 
• Proceeds from Wednesday night suppers 

will go to help offset the costs of the trip. 
• Proceeds from scrip sales. 
• Sponsor a student using one of the cards in 

the narthex. 
• The youth will serve breakfast on Easter 

Sunday, April 17, for free-will donations. 
• They will also have a pancake feed as part 

of Cinder City Days on Saturday, June 11. 

Thank you for your support of these students 
and helping them have a faith-filled experience! 

March Giving 
In spite of all the economic challenges and 

uncertainties, you have continued to bless this 
congregation, this community, and so many others with 
your generosity. Thank you for your faithful giving! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in a secure, convenient way to 

regularly send your gifts to Bethlehem, consider giving 
online. Go to www.blcaltoona.org and click on “Giving” 
to make a one-time donation or to set up a regular, 
recurring gift. 

Scrip profits for Jan-Feb 2022 totaled $90.22. 
This helps fund the National Youth Gathering trip 
to Houston in July. 

Scrip cards are for sale and available to order in 
the fellowship hall each Sunday. Orders are 
available the following Sunday. Scrip cards are a 
regular gift card, with a benefit to the church. 

Listening Lets Others Know They Matter 
Continued from front page 

But it also taught children how to listen to 
other people’s stories. 

It’s human nature to want to be seen and 
heard. Even for those of us who are introverted 
wallflowers, we all have an innate desire to 
know that someone notices and cares about us. 

The problem is, we inevitably end up making 
the conversation about us. We might hear 
what’s going on in someone’s life, 
but we don’t listen very carefully. 

More often than not, we’re waiting 
for the right moment when we can 
either 1) start problem-solving, or 
2) talk about a similar experience we 
had. “Oh yeah, don’tcha know that 
reminds me of a time when … .” 

As people meant to bear the image 
of Christ in this world, we can all use 
some practice listening. 

That’s my challenge to all of us this spring: 
Take the time to have one conversation 
where you’re really listening. 

I think we have this idea that Jesus was 
always springing into action. A problem popped 
up, and WHAMMO – problem solved! 

Read a little closer, and you’ll see Jesus 
didn’t usually operate that way. 

Instead of marching into a Samaritan village 
and preaching, Jesus had a conversation with an 
outcast woman (John 4:1-26). He listened to her 
story and her concerns and her questions. 

A man brought his son to Jesus to heal him 
(Mark 9:14-27). Jesus first asked the father how 
long his son had been that way. 

Another dad asked Jesus to save his daughter 
(Luke 8:40-56). On the way, a woman sought 
healing, and Jesus took time to hear her story. 

After His resurrection, Jesus had a 
conversation with two followers on their way to 
Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32). He didn’t explain 
everything or even reveal Himself right away. 
Instead, He listened to them. He let them talk 
about their confusion and disappointment. 

In his book “One at a Time,” author Kyle 
Idleman writes, “Christians are sometimes 
known for wanting to talk and get their point 
across. Jesus was known for asking 
questions.” (And, I would add, for listening to 
the answers.) “What if we were more like 
Jesus? ... God cares about every detail of this 
person’s life, and so should we.” 

So many people are hurting and need to know 
someone cares. 
    We still haven’t healed from the 
turmoil of the past two years since 
COVID hit. The world is on shaky 
ground. Loved ones are getting sick 
and losing the fight against death. 
Families are struggling.  
    So many people feel like crying 
out, “Hear my prayer, LORD; listen 
to my cry for help” (Psalm 39:12). 

What if we Christians were more like Jesus? 
What if we were intentional about listening 

without problem-solving, and caring without 
shifting the focus back to us? 

Over these next two months (before summer 
begins), take the time to reach out and have a 
conversation with just one person – someone 
you wouldn’t ordinarily spend time with, 
ideally someone outside the congregation. 

Take them to lunch. Invite them to coffee. Sit 
down over a cold Lutheran beverage. 

And then listen. 
Maybe you’ll get the opportunity to talk 

about Jesus and how His life, death, and 
resurrection make a difference. Or maybe not. 

The important thing is that you’re letting 
someone else know how much they matter to 
the God of the universe – and to you. 

Let me know how it goes. 
May your homes be filled with hope and joy 

this Easter. May your hearts be filled with the 
boldness and confidence that comes from 
knowing that Jesus makes all the difference in 
the world.  

— In Christ, Pastor Tim     

Take time to 

reach out to 

just one 

person, and 

simply listen. 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
In March $314 was deposited into BLC’s 

account. This is money your investments earn 
and you direct to a nonprofit of your choice. 

If you are a Thrivent member with questions 
contact Jennie Childs at 715-829-7024. 
Total 2022 Choice Dollars received is $540. 

                2022 Weekly Goal: $4,623 

 For the week ending Feb 27:      $ 5,248 

 For the week ending Mar 6:        $ 4,120 

 For the week ending Mar 13:      $ 6,929 

 For the week ending Mar 20:      $ 4,118 

 For the week ending Mar 27:      $ 4,268 

             Year-to-date total               $ 54,725 

Meet the Musicians . . .  
 

  Hi, my name is Debbie Gilles, and 
I am one of the singers with the 
Praise Team. Music has always been 
a big part of my life. I grew up 

playing piano and singing with my mom 
and four sisters at a small church in Plum 
City, Wisconsin. 

I met my husband, Jeff, while he was 
working a summer job at his uncle’s 
hardware store in Plum City. We married, 
and our first home was in Osceola, 
Wisconsin. After a few years, Jeff had a 
job opportunity in Eau Claire, so we 
moved to Altoona with our children. After 
visiting other churches in the area, we 
decided that Bethlehem was where we 
should worship and serve as a family. 

Our kids now have families of their 
own. Our daughter, Rachel, lives in 
Holmen, Wis., with her husband, Ryan, 
and their three children, Lily, Luca, and 
Isla. Our son, Brent, lives in Pine Springs, 
Minn., with his wife, Lauren, and their 
two daughters, Yvette and Claudia.  

I retired in July 2020 from the Eau 
Claire Area School District, where I 
worked in Payroll and Human Resources 
for 29 years. Jeff retired about a year ago 
from Johnson Controls. We are looking 
forward to this next chapter in our life 
together. 

I am excited for our church and the 
worship ministry. It is fun to see current 
and new members serve and grow in their 
faith at Bethlehem. 
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OFFICERS  and  MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 

Discipleship: 
  Kim Stein  

Fellowship: 
  LeAnne Hohman  

Human Care / Outreach: 
  Karen Overhulser  
  Anna Fassler  

Missions: 
  Sherry Schantz  

Stewardship: (open) 

Worship: 
  Shelly Theiste  
  Mike Theiste  

Youth (Youth Groups & VBS): 
  Nicole Beaver  

President: 
  Mark Jordan  
Vice President: 
  Brad Bucki  
Treasurer: 
  Kegan Fassler  
Recording Secretary: 
  Diane Bierbrauer  
Financial Secretary: 
  Heidi Ender  
Buildings & Property: 
  Mike Smith  
Christian Ed (SS & Confirmation): 
  Gina Becker  
  Zach Becker  
Daycare: 
  Angie Burrows  

April Worship Assistants    Sunday Services 10:00 am - unless otherwise noted  

“Main Street Living,” a 

Lutheran TV program and 

worship service, airs every 

week in the Chippewa Valley at 10 

a.m. Sundays on FOX 48. 

Broadcasts can also be viewed online 

at www.mainstreetliving.com/eauclaire. 

The show features remastered 

episodes of “This Is the Life,” which aired 

from the 1950s to ’80s, followed by 

worship led by pastors from the North 

Wisconsin District. Pastor Tim Stein is 

scheduled to appear Sunday, April 10. 

The program is financially supported 

by congregations in each viewing area. 

Bethlehem’s Elders are: 
 

Dennis Dawson  715-834-1113   
 dawden70@gmail.com 

Jeff Gilles   715-877-2343   
 jeffrey.p.gilles@gmail.com 

Gary Hansen  715-831-1917   
 hansenfam@charter.net 

Joe Rosengarten  715-461-0963   
 jrosengarten71@gmail.com 

Mike Smith  715-514-2110   
 mikejuliesmith@charter.net 

Feel free to contact any Elder with 
concerns or suggestions. 

Roy & Cheri Borseth assist the pastor with  
shut-in visits and hold a service at Eastridge 

Estates. You can reach them at 715-833-9651. 

                       Altar Guild Servers: Sharon Stelter  
                                                          Mary Lou Stelter  
                       Financial Counters: Jennie Childs & Karen Keehn 

April 

Bethlehem’s in-house food pantry has expanded … and we have changed the name of our 
donation day from 2-Can Sunday to “Pack the Pantry Sunday.” 

The Human Care and Outreach Ministry would like to have you shift your focus toward  
kid-friendly, quick and easy snacks and food — but still all non-perishable items. Some ideas 
would be: Fun Fruit snacks, Goldfish crackers, pudding, Jell-O and applesauce cups, juice boxes, 
breakfast and granola bars, Teddy Grahams, animal crackers, cereal, and mac and cheese. 

The pantry is on the cart near the daycare stairs and library. 
If you have a need, please feel free to help yourself to any of the products located there. 

Date Elder Usher Greeter(s) Acolyte Reader Projector 

Sun. 3 
w/HC 

Gary 
Hansen 

Randy 
Wollmer 

Gib & Donna 
Ganther 

Kyle 
Korenuk 

Gary 
Hansen 

Luke 
Hansen 

Wed. 6 
6:00 pm 

Mike 
Smith 

________ Greg & Sherry 
Schantz 

Arabella 
Lacey 

Hillarie 
Roth 

Mason 
Smith 

  Palm 
Sun. 10 

________ Randy 
Schamberger 

Brian & Kim 
Korenuk 

Serenity 
Johnson 

Sherry 
Schantz 

Alex 
Wollmer 

Maundy 
Thurs. 14 
6:00 pm 

Jeff 
Gilles  

Randy 
Wollmer 

Dennis Dawson 
         & 
Pat Steinberg 

 

________ Carole 
Licht 

Kayla 
Seigneurie 

Good 
Fri. 15 
6:00 pm 

 

________ Rod 
Graff 

Teri Johnson 
         & 
Gary Puljas 

Serenity 
Johnson 

Joe 
Rosengarten 

Jordans 

Easter 
Sun. 17 
w/HC  7:30 am 

Dennis 
Dawson  

Ken 
Simpson 

Ken & Jean 
Simpson 

Remy 
Hohman 

Hillarie 
Roth 

TBD 

Easter 
Sun. 17 
w/HC  10 am 

Joe    
Rosengarten 

Tim 
Ender 

Tom & Carol 
Sippel 

Serenity 
Johnson 

Mike 
Theiste 

Jordans 

Sun. 24 
________ Brett 

Grunewald 
John & Hannah 
Gilbertson 

Sully 
Vargo 

Hannah 
Gilbertson 

Mason 
Smith 

As we continue to collect shoebox gifts 
year-round for Operation Christmas Child, 
please keep in mind that we are collecting 
for girls 10-14 years of age. The item to 
shop for in April is stuffed animals for 
these girls. Watch for a drop box in the 
Fellowship Hall. Of course, you can also 
choose to pack shoeboxes as a family for 
children of any age ( 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14). 

   

Bethlehem plans to connect with The 
Community Table to help prepare meals 

sometime in early summer. This will be a 
great way to minister to those in need and 
enjoy some fellowship at the same time. 
Contact Sherry Schantz if you are 
interested. Details to follow. 

   

Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to the 
Ukrainian Relief Fund. So 
far we have collected over 
$800.  Please continue to 
pray for world peace. 

Pack the Pantry on April 3 

Mission Opportunities Help Make a 

The Altoona Food Pantry will 
be open Thursday, April 28, 
from 4:30 - 6:30 pm at  
701 7th St. West, Altoona, 
sponsored by The Altoona Compassion 
Coalition. Open to the public; only 
requirement is that you live in the Altoona 
School District. Call 715-255-0783. 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES ARE: 
 

   Sunday Bulletin info is due  
        EACH THURSDAY AT 8 AM 
 

   Newsletter info is due  
        THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH 
 

               YOUR COOPERATION IS APPRECIATED! 
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Food Assistance Available 
 

If you or a family member are facing 
financial struggles that affect your ability to 
buy food, check out FoodShare. It’s a 
program based on your household income 
that can free up money to put toward 
housing, utilities, or other expenses. 

FoodShare benefits help buy nutritious 
food by depositing money once a month on a 
QUEST card (a debit-like card) 

For more information or to set up an 
appointment, call or text Maureen at the 
FoodShare helpline, 715-496-3121. You can 
also go online to www.GetAQuestCard.org. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Prayer Group meets at the church on 
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am. Feel free 
to send requests to Lois Schnorr at 
715-834-4071, Sharon Stelter at 715-832-3633, or 
Pastor Tim at 715-832-9953 ext. 3 or 
PastorTim@blcaltoona.org. 

ADRC April 2022 Newsletter can be 
accessed via the Bethlehem web site. The 
Aging & Disabilities Resource Center offers 
services and educational opportunities that 
might be helpful or interesting to many 
families. You will also find helpful links to 
other outreach services in the area. 

REMEMBER BETHLEHEM’S 

HOME BOUND & SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
 

Barbara Duszynski    
Oak Gardens Place Assisted Living  

342 Twin Oaks Dr. #216, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Eunice “Patty” Glover    
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., # 313, Altoona WI  54720 
 

Earl & Julie Hemenway    
facility phone number @ Midwest Gratus 

421 Frenette Dr. #15, Chippewa Falls WI  54729 
 

Margaret Johnson    
American Lutheran Communities 

915 Elm St. E., #15, Menomonie WI  54751 
 

Ellen Killen    

2111 Garfield Ave., Altoona WI  54720 
 

Bev Nequette    
Milestone Senior Living 

5512 Renee Dr., # 112, Eau Claire WI  54703 
 

Lois Olson    
East Ridge Estates 

3504 Hoover Ave., #204, Altoona WI 54720 
 

Ron Olson    

2435 Bartlett Ave., Altoona WI 54720 

       APRIL 
       MONTHLY 
       MEETINGS 

➢ Christian Education - Sun., April 3rd at 11:15 am 

➢ Day Care Ministry Team - Thurs., April 7th at 4:00 pm 

➢ Church Council -  Mon., April 25th at 6:30 pm 

Contact Us 
Pastor: Rev. Tim Stein 
 715-832-9953, ext. 3 (office) 
 715-829-1247 (cell in emergency) 
 PastorTim@blcaltoona.org 
 
Little Star Krystina Schumacher, director 
Daycare: 715-832-1513 
 krystina.littlestar@gmail.com 
 www.AltoonaLittleStar.com 

Church office: Charleen Graff, secretary 
 715-832-9953, ext. 2 
 blcsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Congregation Mark Jordan 
Chairman: 715-579-3483 
 mrjslj@charter.net 
 

Confidential Sharon Stelter 
Prayer Chain: 715-832-3633 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Classes meet at 9:00 am 
Sundays, lasting until 9:45 
am, for children in preschool 
through 8th grade.  

 

Palm Sunday, April 10th, will be a big day 
for our Sunday School children! They will 
participate in the Procession of Palms and 
sing during the worship service. After the 
service there will be a Family Easter Egg 
Hunt & craft time! Make your plans now to 
join in the fun. 
 

Contact Zach & Gina Becker with any 
questions or concerns: 

bethlehemchristed@gmail.com. 

April Confirmation News 
 

Confirmation class for 7th- and 
8th- graders will be as follows: 
 

  ▪  A light meal will be offered at 5:30 pm. 
  ▪  On April 6, Lenten worship service at 
 6:00 pm, followed by confirmation class 
 at 6:45 
  ▪  NO class on April 13; this is Holy Week. 
  ▪  Class begins at 6:00 pm April 20 & 27. 
 

For more information about the confirmation 
program, contact: 

Pastor Tim Stein at 715-832-9953 ext. 3 or 
PastorTim@blcaltoona.org or 

Mark Jordan. 

Little Star Day Care 
 

Warmer weather, sunshine, sandals — what could be better!? We aren't sure, but are 
extremely excited to be able to get outside more and enjoy the sunshine. This month 

we focus on Easter, Jesus, and the earth! We kick off the month by wrapping up our book fair, 
then we slide into setting the foundation as to what Easter is all about! We will close out the 
month with our first Daycare Sunday of 2022! We can't wait to join you in church on April 24th 
— we will serenade you with some fabulous songs, introduce you to our teachers, and share 
what we do here in a slideshow! As always, we would love to have you come and visit our 
center — we have LOTS of fun and would love to share some of that joy with you! 

Krystina Schumacher, Administrator/Director 
Visit our website at www.altoonalittlestar.com 

April Birthdays 
  1  Benjamin Gilbertson 
  2  Carole Licht 
  4  Nathan Hansen 
  5  Kolton Burrows 
      Dale Emberson 
  6  Margaret Johnson 
  8  Heidi Ender 
10  Micheala Stelter 
11  Mark Jordan 
12  Andy Julson Sr 
      Julie Smith 
13  Karen Keehn 
15  Pamela Bauer 
16  Taina Hulett 

18  Kendra Drake 
      Sherry Schantz 
21  Shelly Theiste 
22  Kathy Hulett 
23  Lois Schnorr 
      Cletus Shively 
25  Kenzie Benson 
      Debbie Gilles 
      Luke Hansen 
26  Patty Glover — 100!! 
      Heather Keehn 
28  Linda Wollmer 
29  Whitley Klatt 
      Faith Schultz 

Anniversaries 
     18  Steve & Krystina Schumacher 
     30  Roy & Cheri Borseth 
           Cletus & Carole Licht 
 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary please 
contact the church office so we can add it to the church 
records. 

Personal phone numbers & email addresses 
have been removed from the bulletins and 

newsletters that are shared online to protect our 
members from scams & fraud. Contact the church or 
daycare for details or contact information. 

“Like” & “Follow” Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church on Facebook. This is one 

more way you can stay in touch. Also be sure to 
“like” the Feed a Child Nyre You page. 

http://www.altoonalittlestar.com
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PACK THE PANTRY SUNDAY 
(see p. 4 for details) 

 Devotions on FB 9 am 
Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

 
Day Care Ministry 
    Team Mtg 4:00 pm 

  
Meal 5:30 pm 
WORSHIP 6:00 PM 

Confirmation 6:45 pm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 25) 

Christian Ed Meeting 11:15 am 
NYG Meeting 11:45 am 

  Devotions on FB 9 am 
Prayer Group 10:00 am 
 

 
 

WORSHIP W/HC 
6:00 PM 

 
 

WORSHIP  
6:00 PM 

 

 
No Meal 
NO Confirmation 

 Church office closed Devotions on FB 9 am 
Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 
 
Executive 
    Committee 6:30 pm 

 Newsletter Deadline 
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

NO Sunday School  
NO Bible Study 

WORSHIP W/HC 7:30 AM 
Easter Breakfast 8:30 - 10:00 am 

WORSHIP W/HC 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 27) 

 
 
 
Council Mtg 6:30 pm 

Devotions on FB 9 am 
Prayer Group 10:00 am 

 

 
ACC Food Pantry 
    4:30 - 6:30 pm  
    at 701 7th St. West 

 
 
Meal 5:30 pm 
Confirmation 6:00 pm 

DAYCARE SUNDAY 
Sunday School 9:00 am 

Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 28) 

Read The Story, Chapter 27 (“The Resurrection”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 28 (“New Beginnings”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 29 (“Paul’s Mission”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 26 (“The Hour of Darkness”) 

Read The Story, Chapter 25 (“Jesus, the Son of God”) 

 Easter Brass Ensemble 
Practice 11:00 am 

 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Bible Study 9:00 am 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM 
(The Story, Ch. 26) 

Sunday School Sings 
Easter Egg Hunt & Crafts 11:15 am 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

EASTER 

PALM SUNDAY GOOD 
FRIDAY 

Easter Brass Ensemble 
Practice 11:00 am 

  

Youth Work Day at 
Scenic Hills Youth 
Ranch 


