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 Thank you for the opportunity to dialogue with you over the next couple days 
about this important topic of worship.  Let me share with you some of what I have 
been praying in preparation for this conference.  I have asked God, if there is a 
needed change in my thinking that would serve the Church, that he would work that 
change, that I would hear the truth when spoken by others, and adjust my thinking 
and practices as fitting, particularly on contemporary worship.  That might sound 
strange from the guy presenting on contemporary worship, but I mean it.  I have my 
convictions, but I know my convictions often err.  I also know my tendency to want to 
win arguments, to be right, to prove my point, which frequently clouds my thinking.  
My mother gave me a T-shirt when I was in high school that read, “Everyone Is 
Entitled to My Opinion.”  So, I have been praying for humility, an ability to speak the 
truth, but to do that in love, for a listening heart, and that somehow through our time 
together, the Church would be blessed in her life of worship. 
 Let me share with you a little of my story.  If there is a product of our Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod, youʼre looking at it.  I grew up in an LCMS family, attended 
LCMS churches all my life, went to an LCMS grade school, high school, college, and 
seminary.  My great-great grandfather came through Frankenmuth, Michigan as a 
missionary to what was then the Minnesota District.  It wasnʼt even a state yet.  His 
son was the first president of what was then the Iowa District of the LCMS.  His son, 
my grandfather, was an LCMS pastor who lived with my family from the time I was 4-
years-old till I left home.  His son was the Minnesota South District president.  I have 
lots of relatives who are LCMS church workers.  I married an LCMS wife.  All four of 
my children are LCMS, and the one who is married, married an LCMS young lady 
from our congregation.  So letʼs just say thereʼs Lutheran in the blood. 
 I love being Lutheran.  I love the Scriptures.  I love the Confessions… in the 
“quia” way, if you know what I mean.  I also love worship and specifically, as a music 
major in college, the rich way music carries the gifts of God to us and facilitates our 
receiving of those gifts, as well as our response to those gifts.  I am an eclectic mix 
in many ways.  My principal instrument for my major was organ, but I compose 
contemporary worship songs.  I have written a number of instrumental expositions 
on traditional hymn melodies, and even a few full stage musicals: a 50ʼs version of 
the Prodigal Son called “Hey You,” a retelling of the Good Samaritan set in the 70ʼs 
called “Friends and Enemies”, and Iʼm finishing up a look at the life of King David 
called, “A Funny Thing About the King.” 
 Somehow, through all of this, I have had a variety of experiences that have 
plunged me into the examination of and discussions about this elusive thing called 
“contemporary worship.”  I do not pretend to be the authority on this matter, but I 
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believe my journey might be helpful to others.  So, when I received the invitation to 
share at this conference, I prayerfully accepted. 
 I am going to throw out what I believe is a fundamental question today, a 
question that has a multitude of other questions in and around it.  Why would a 
Biblical, Confessional pastor, and/or church, do contemporary worship?  The way I 
personally go at something like this is to start with the Scriptures, see how the 
Confessions have extolled the Scriptural testimony, and use that to review historic 
positions and practice as well as our synodical positions and practices.  So I dove 
into the Bible to gather all of the verses about contemporary worship.  I went looking 
for every verse that clarified, specified, or nullified any forms to be used.  Here is 
what I found.  Very little…at least as far as the “rules” surrounding worship forms.  
The Scriptures, and therefore the Confessions, seem to be much more concerned 
with principles and components of worship than the forms of worship.  Liturgical 
parts?  Yes.  One uniform liturgy?  No. 
 In a sense this presents a dilemma for all of our speakers this week.  Or, 
perhaps not.  Instead of having to justify one particular form and a commitment to 
that form, the discussion is now free to shift to universal criteria for Biblical and 
Confessional worship, and principles against which we might measure our worship 
forms for faithfulness. 
 I have now tipped my hand at a major premise of my presentation – freedom.  
It is for freedom Christ has set us free [Galatians 5], and this is true especially in 
worship.  However, freedom must be understood in its proper sense.  It is not license 
for everyone to do as they wish.  There are boundaries.  “You were called to 
freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another.”  [Galatians 5:13].  Our exercise of freedom in 
worship finds expression as we love and serve one another. 
 Let me state this very clearly.  My defense of contemporary worship today, 
and in some respects a defense of variety in worship in general, is a desire to retain 
the freedom of Scripture, of our Confessions, and of our Lutheran Church –Missouri 
Synod.  And, if I have enough magic in the bag, I will show you that none of you are 
really opposed to contemporary worship, not theologically, even if you think you 
might be.  Rather, you are opposed to bad worship, some of which is contemporary 
at times. 
 I really had no idea what to expect from this conference.  I was told my part of 
the presentation would probably resonate least with the majority of the audience.  
But here is my guess.  I donʼt think there is one homogenous consensus.  I think 
there is a spectrum of views in the room.  Some of you truly believe contemporary 
worship is contrary to Godʼs will.  Some of you donʼt go that far, but you believe 
contemporary worship is a weaker form and therefore not to be used if at all possible.  
Some of you see contemporary worship as an alternate form, but your personal taste 
militates against it.  Some of you might be truly neutral about contemporary worship.  
Now this might be my error, but I am going to continue down the spectrum.  Some of 
you may see contemporary worship as a valid alternative form and actually prefer it.  
Some of you may believe contemporary worship is a stronger form than others.  And 
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it could be someone here thinks contemporary worship is the only form that is faithful 
to Godʼs will, but I seriously doubt it. 
 Do you know what my dream is for our church?  That we would lose the 
extremes.  Anyone who says contemporary worship is the only form to use is wrong.  
Anyone who says a high liturgical service is the only form to use is wrong.  Anyone 
who says any form is the only form to use needs to reconcile that position with the 
freedom granted us in the Gospel, a freedom exercised in the context of faithful 
principles of worship clearly outlined in Scripture. 
 Now, I have been throwing around the term “contemporary worship” but I 
have to acknowledge some challenges and difficulties in this.  First, who is the 
“sanctioned representative” of contemporary worship?  In other words, who speaks 
authoritatively for all Christendom that “this” is contemporary worship, that “this” is 
why we do it, that “this” is the standard?  Granted, it is not difficult to answer those 
questions, itʼs just the answers are what make it difficult.  No one is the authority.  
Everyone is just trying things and calling it contemporary.  There are no universally-
adopted industry standards.   
 So, what I am doing today is speaking on behalf of no one but myself.  But I 
will happily do that.  Let me tell you what “contemporary worship” looks like in 
practice at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Lakewood, CO.  We have four different 
contemporary services in addition to our two traditional services in a given week.  In 
two of those contemporary options, a typical service without communion goes like 
this:  Opening song, opening prayer and invocation, confession/absolution (or 
announcement of grace), readings from the pericopes, another song, a childrenʼs 
message, the Apostlesʼ or Nicene Creed, another song, the offering, prayers, the 
Lordʼs Prayer, a song, the sermon, and the benediction.  If we have communion, we 
cut the childrenʼs message and a few other things for time.  All of this is done with 
vestments and robes.  The music is led by a worship team (from the front in our 
chapel, from the back in our main sanctuary).  Those are two of our services. 
 Our “most contemporary” service, in some ways, would typically begin with a 
song, a prayer, another song or two, perhaps another prayer (there is flexibility), 
Scripture readings, prayer, sermon, prayer, offering, prayer, sometimes the Lordʼs 
Prayer, communion (with songs), blessing, and benediction.  Confession of sins and 
absolution are interspersed.  There is also teaching about the components of 
worship, seasons of the church year, context of Scripture readings, etc.  It is less 
formal and no robes or vestments are used.  The music is led by a band from the 
front of the main sanctuary. 
 We also have an interesting contemporary service held Thursday evenings 
after a free meal in our fellowship hall.  We call it “The Table” and we bus people 
living in hotels to join us as well as welcoming the homeless from the streets.  While 
we do not robe up and a band leads from the side, it is the most “formally liturgical” 
service of the contemporary services we have.  Opening songs, invocation, 
confession of sins, song of confession, absolution, song of praise, Scripture readings, 
sermon, prayers, creed, instruction on communion, communion, blessing, 
benediction, closing song. 
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 I went into a little bit of detail on this because “contemporary worship” is a 
moving target.  I heard it defined once as simply “jazzier music.”  Another critic 
referred to it as “the feel-good school of worship.”  I truly hope I can demonstrate 
what faithful contemporary worship looks like. 
 I also want to acknowledge the fact that none of us comes to this subject of 
worship unbiased.  And connected with that bias, at least historically, there has been 
some emotion.  I ran across this interesting quote from F. R. Webber in “Studies in 
the Liturgy.” 

 
A Scottish friend told of a case where the workers in a Glasgow ship-yard waylaid and beat a 
fellow worker, because it was discovered that he was accustomed to a form of worship 
different from theirs.  As late as the year 1890, the venerable Lord Bishop of Lincoln, Dr. 
Edward King, was tried on the charge of heresy.  Among the seven charges were that he 
mixed water with the wine at Holy Communion, that he faced the altar for prayer and that he 
made the sign of the cross over the congregation when repeating the benediction.  In Trinity 
Church, New York, a shot was fired into the church when the choir first appeared in 
vestments. 
 

 I read that and thought, “maybe I should not make this presentation.”  
Perhaps no shots will be fired at this conference, but for us to discuss this in a Godly 
way it is good to be aware of what might cause this to be emotionally charged for 
many.  This is a big deal.  We are talking about matters at the heart of our faith.  This 
is worship.  This is Gottesdienst, the service of God.  Our most important gifts are 
received here.  And these gifts being imparted or not is the difference between 
people going to heaven or hell.  We cannot take this lightly.  False theology and false 
practice matter.   
 It is also good to admit we are biased by other “less holy” things, like roles 
rules, and expectations.  When we do something a certain way and it works for us, 
we tend to go beyond “this works for me” and we begin to codify the practice.  It 
becomes “right” and other practices become “wrong.”  At our house, it would be 
“wrong” to fail to put up a decorated tree at Christmas time.  At our church, if we 
were to exclude “Silent Night” at the end of the Christmas Eve service, I might face 
an angry mob for my error. 
 All this being said, we are engaging today in a discussion that has some 
history.  We stand in the train those described in the Epitome of the Formula of 
Concord regarding Church Practices where we read, “A disagreement has also 
arisen among the theologians of the Augsburg Confession about ceremonies or 
Church rites that are neither commanded nor forbidden in Godʼs Word, but have 
been introduced into the Church for the sake of good order and fitting use.”  It says, 
“A disagreement has also arisen.”  It has arisen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 My research into this issue has also led me to this conclusion.  There is a 
divergence in the church, and specifically in the LCMS.  One position says we 
should generally restrict freedom until we have determined something is good.  The 
other position generally believes we should permit freedom until we have determined 
something is bad.  Before you try to put me in one of those categories, or avoid 
being pigeon-holed yourself, let me say that we at times need both in life.  Even 
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those who hold that there is one form of liturgy we should all follow recognize the 
pastor remains free to write his own sermon and preach it.  He does not have to wait 
for approval from some doctrinal review team.  His prayers can be spoken without 
the circuit pastors giving a stamp of approval.  Bible studies, blogs, newsletters, etc. 
all fall within what I believe we all agree is permissible freedom which can continue 
unless or until we discover something is amiss.  However, while this freedom may 
work in this situation, we do not apply the same to the release of medications in the 
United States.  FDA approval is an example of generally restricting our freedom until 
we have determined something is good. 
 Part of our tension in dealing with our worship issues is a difference of opinion 
on the balance of these two views regarding worship.  Worship is not a free-for-all.  
Congregations are not islands.  They are part of the una sancta, and in our world in 
the LCMS they are part of a synod.  One part of the body cannot say to another part, 
“I have no need of you.”  One body of believers cannot stand under the banner of 
freedom and say, “we will do whatever we please.”  However, at the other extreme, if 
we restrict our freedom in worship until everyone agrees on the selection and 
wording of every hymn, prayer, sermon, and reading, we would never have a divine 
service.   
 So how do we settle this?  How do we guarantee what happens in worship is 
Biblical and Confessional…in other words, Lutheran?  Some would say, letʼs follow 
the lead of Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg.  In a letter he penned November 5, 1783, he 
wrote, “it would be a most delightful and advantageous thing if all the Evangelical 
Lutheran congregations in North America were united with one another, if they all 
used the same order of Service.”  This is certainly an option.  But in no uncertain 
terms can we claim this is the teaching of Scripture or the Confessions.  Such an 
external unity would be a willing, consensual restriction of our freedom.  But we must 
be careful.  Extreme caution must be exercised when binding consciences beyond 
Scripture (and thus the Confessions, as well).  Why?  People begin to codify, and 
cling to positions as if they were Biblical.  They take offense and sometimes reject 
other truth because they have begun to understand rules of men as rules of God.  
 If you had a chance to read through some of the pre-conference reading 
material, one inclusion was a letter from Martin Luther written June 17, 1525, A 
CHRISTIAN EXHORTATION TO THE LIVONIANS CONCERNING PUBLIC 
WORSHIP AND CONCORD.  In that letter Luther makes an appeal for a common 
order of worship.  So certainly this would be the Lutheran thing to do, right?  
However, as you read Luther, you realize his real issue is not the order of worship.  
He believes, and this is his opinion, that one order will resolve the real issues of 
“disorder, discouragement, and confusion.”  Luther hoped to use a common order of 
worship to address the factions and disunion in the church, problems that had arisen 
because, as Luther says, “some of your preachers do not teach and act in accord, 
but each follows his own sense and judgment.” 
 We could decide that Luther or Muhlenbergʼs opinions drive our practice.  
However, one order of service, or even style of service, has never been the 
Scriptural, Confessional, or Lutheran position.  Freedom within the Scriptures and 
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Confessions has been the Lutheran practice.  That we might “by all means win some” 
our “synodically approved hymnal” exercises that freedom by having, not one order 
of liturgy, but several, not one hymn, but many, not one melody, but many, not one 
setting, but many, not one prayer, but many.  Our synodʼs constitution opens the 
door for this freedom with “doctrinally pure” being the litmus test for hymnals, 
agendas, and catechisms, not “synodically approved.”  
 Freedom, however, can be misused.  So let me be clear about what I am not 
advocating.  I am not saying we should structure our worship simply by giving people 
what they want.  Sometimes what they want is good – to pray, to be forgiven, to be 
instructed.  Sometimes what they want is bad, centered on themselves or the world.  
Personal wants or “felt needs” cannot drive worship.   
 More of what I am not saying -  I am not saying we should implement 
“subjective worship and crass emotionalism”, as one seminary professor said most 
contemporary liturgies are.  I am not promoting making worship a performance, more 
concerned with getting applause than Scriptural and Confessional worship.  I am not 
saying this style of contemporary worship will grow the church.  Word and 
Sacrament does that, at least in the way the church needs to grow.  I am not 
promoting a different theology.  While different forms can at times bring in different 
substance, it is not universally true.  In fact, if it were universally true that form and 
substance cannot be extricated, you and I would still be Roman Catholic because we 
got the Mass from the Pope.  I supposed you could say he got it from someone else 
who was orthodox, but it didnʼt make him orthodox. If form and substance cannot be 
divided, every hymn is good or every hymn is bad.  Every sermon has pure doctrine 
or every sermon has false doctrine.  Different form does not necessarily mean 
different theology.   
 When I advocate variety in worship, particularly contemporary worship, I am 
not saying that the Word and Sacraments need help.  I am not being revivalistic.  I 
am not shifting from objective justification to subjective.  I am not arguing against 
traditional worship. I am not trying to recycle Church Growth techniques.  I am not 
trying to access or experience Godʼs saving gifts apart from Word and Sacrament.  I 
am not seeking God through emotion.  I am not promoting change for changeʼs sake.  
I am not focusing on man instead of Christ.  I am not replacing Christ with emotions.  
I am not casting aside the “mother that bore me”, which is the historic Christian 
church. 
 I know that was a long section on what I am not saying, but I did not make up 
a single one of those objections to contemporary worship.  This is what is out there.  
Maybe you can understand why I have taken some interest in this. 
 Having laid out what I am not saying, here is why I believe we should take the 
risks of allowing, and in appropriate places, promoting contemporary worship.  And I 
agree, there are risks.  Contemporary worship can be a faithful delivery system for 
the gifts of God and can faithfully facilitate the response of Godʼs people to those 
gifts.  Some people, who are attracted to that style, can experience the blessing of 
contemporary worship driven by Biblical, Confessional, Lutheran theology.   
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 Why do contemporary worship?  The Biblical model for engaging culture with  
Godʼs gifts is to go where the people are: Jews in a synagogue, a woman at a well, a 
tax collector in his home, men of Athens at the Areopagus whom Paul calls, “very 
religious.”  If there is an aspect of our worship that is within our freedom and will help 
us engage people with the means of grace, “where they are” so to speak, we should 
explore that.  In some ways contemporary worship (and you could include other 
styles as well) is an attempt to engage people in a way in which they will be engaged.  
I have heard people say instead we should take time to teach people, and they will 
learn to appreciate a form that perhaps did not initially engage them.  We could do 
that, with no guarantees that instruction will yield our desired results, but why insist 
on this?  If there is an alternate form of worship that draws a segment of the 
population we might not otherwise reach, even with instruction about other forms, a 
form that is also faithful to the Scriptures and Confessions, and if by using this form 
more people might experience fullness of life in Jesus Christ, what is to prevent us 
from this?  Biblically and Confessionally?  Nothing. 
 Here is an example of how we exercise our freedom in worship at Bethlehem.  
In some of our services we wear vestments.  In some we do not.  Why?  Because for 
some people, the robe conceals the man and it facilitates hearing the words of 
absolution as not from man but from God.  For some people, however, the robe has 
negative connotations.  It suggests that the pastor puts himself above the people, as 
somehow better and holier than they.  One reason we offer so much variety of 
worship at Bethlehem is to take away the excuses people have for not engaging in a 
regular diet of Word and Sacrament.  Robes a problem?  No problem.  You like 
organ?  Great, we have two services for you.  You like drums?  We have services for 
you, too.  You like chanting?  We have it.  You prefer less formal speech.  Got it.  
None of these things are at the heart of what we do.  The Gospel is.  
 You might object that we are letting peopleʼs “likes” drive too much.  If these 
“likes” are within our freedom and people will be drawn into the Divine Service, our 
philosophy is to by all means win as many as possible.  In fact, if there is something 
within our freedom that is a barrier to someone coming to know Jesus and his 
salvation, as much as possible we join Paul in losing all for what is true gain. 
Freedom defined by love and service.   
 I have another motivation for contemporary worship, something I have never 
heard anyone else say up to this point and it is this - people reflect our historic liturgy.  
The historic liturgy has ordinaries and propers, things that stay the same, and things 
that change from week to week.  As human beings, there are things about us that 
are all the same.  We all sin. We all need to confess our sin.  We all need 
communion and are strengthened by it.  We all need baptism.  We all need to 
respond to Godʼs grace.  You get the idea.  So we all need those same things 
addressed in worship, the “ordinaries” in a sense.  But there are also ways in which 
we are unique, in which our needs, desires, tastes change from person to person.  
The body of Christ is not all an eye or an ear.  And part of that diversity in the body 
of Christ is expressed in worship style, the “propers” in a sense.   
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 Now, I will in no way defend what I am about to say, but it is the reality.  
People are leaving the Lutheran Church because of a preferred worship style.  
Perhaps they grow up with one style:  high church, traditional, contemporary, but 
then move to another town, and canʼt find that style at another Lutheran church, so 
they go to a non-Lutheran Church.  Or, they are new to Lutheranism, but simply do 
not want to worship with an organ playing, or without an organ playing, either way, 
but canʼt find what they “need”.  Iʼm not saying itʼs right.  Itʼs just a reality.  We cannot 
resolve all of this, but we can resolve some of it.  We have the greatest theology in 
all Christendom.  It would be a shame if we allowed an area of freedom to be a 
barrier to that great theology.   
 Let me share with you a conclusion to which I have come that on the surface 
might seem like it goes against our synodʼs constitution.  Are you ready?  Worship 
can, may, and even should differ from congregation to congregation.  In other words, 
not only is everyone doing the same style, or liturgy, or service difficult to 
implement… it is not desired.  It would be detrimental to the God-ordained diversity 
within the body of Christ.   
 I mention that could seem like it goes against the synodʼs constitution just 
because of this buzzword in the worship conversation – “uniformity.”  I know we all 
might have our opinions about what that means, but letʼs do what we have identified 
we do.  At an Association of Confessing Evangelical Lutheran Churches conference, 
letʼs confess.  Letʼs mine the Scriptures to determine what the Lutheran “uniform” is.  
There are certain things a person should know they will receive when they walk into 
a worship service in a congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  I would 
extend this to a worship service in any Christian congregation throughout the world, 
but maybe we should get our own house in order before we expect all Christendom 
to hop on board.   
 What characterizes worship of the true, catholic, Christian, orthodox church?  
While any particular service may omit a specific practice, what follows are criteria 
and principles of worship for that which must be in the life of worship in that place.  
And, if something is omitted in one place, the question must be addressed, “Where 
does this happen?”  For example:  A specific service may not have a confession of 
sins.  This, however, must be a part of the regular worship life of the Christian 
community.  Another example:  A particular hymn may not mention Christ or the 
doctrine of justification, but our Redeemer and his salvific work must be central to 
the life of worship.  I truly believe, if we address the “Lutheran Uniform” in this way, 
many of our questions about worship style: contemporary, traditional, high church, or 
any other inadequate designation, will go away, or at least become ancillary. 
 
What follows are those things by which we should judge any worship of any style.  
These are the Scriptural boundaries (and therefore Confessional) to a life of freedom 
in worship.   
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BOUNDARIES ON OUR FREEDOM IN WORSHIP 
The triune God and his activity as three persons is the focus. 
For you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.  

EXODUS 34:14 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!   

PSALM 95:6 
For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and 
put no confidence in the flesh.   

PHILIPPIANS 3:3 
And they worshiped him [Jesus] and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 

 LUKE 24:52 
Christ is central. 
But we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those 
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

I CORINTHIANS 1:23-24 
It is faithful to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. 
[You are] built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 
the cornerstone.  

EPHESIANS 2:20 
It is informed by history.  Specifically, it is informed and shaped by the historic 
practice of the church.  There is an understanding of what informed and shaped the 
historic practice of the church. 
Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats his folly.   

PROVERBS 26:11 
Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors there is 
safety.   

PROVERBS 11:14 
"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." 

- PHILOSOPHER GEORGE SANTAYANA: 
It is considerate of cultural needs and context. 
Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how can anyone in the position of an outsider 
say "Amen" to your thanksgiving when he does not know what you are saying?  For you may 
be giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not being built up.   

I CORINTHIANS 14:16-17 
“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all things 
build up.  Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.   

I CORINTHIANS 10:23-24 
It considers the broader church community. 
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same 
judgment.  

I CORINTHIANS 1:10 
For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.  As in all the churches of the saints… 

I CORINTHIANS 14:33 
It teaches the faith well. 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 
to you—unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures   

I CORINTHIANS 15:1-4 
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

PROVERBS 22:6 
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It is focused primarily on what God is doing. 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  

I JOHN 4:7-10 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.   

EPHESIANS 2:8-9 
The doctrine of justification by grace for Christʼs sake through faith is at the heart. 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”  

ROMANS 1:16-17 
The gifts of God are dispensed. 
Jesus said to [Peter], "Feed my sheep.”   

JOHN 21:17 
All believers are baptized. 
"Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit 
just as we have?"   

ACTS 10:47 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  

MATTHEW 28:19 
Communion is celebrated often. 
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."   

I CORINTHIANS 11:25 
It is saturated with appropriate Scripture. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.   

COLOSSIANS 3:16 
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  

ROMANS 10:17 
Sin is killed with the Law…completely. 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 
in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like 
the rest of mankind.   

EPHESIANS 2:1-3 
Sin is confessed and absolved. 
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  

PSALM 32:5 
“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it 
is withheld."   

JOHN 20:23 
“Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out.” 

ACTS 3:19 
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The Gospel is not just described, but applied to the individual…liberally. 
And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw 
their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven."  

MATTHEW 9:2 
I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his nameʼs sake.  

I JOHN 2:2 
That you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

EPHESIANS 3:17B-19 
People are instructed in the faith. 
For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.   

ACTS 20:27 
There is opportunity to respond to Godʼs grace and goodness – vocally, financially, 
conversationally (with God and about God), in expressions of fellowship. 
And they devoted themselves to the apostlesʼ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.  And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
being done through the apostles.  And all who believed were together and had all things in 
common.  And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need.  And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,  
praising God and having favor with all the people.   

ACTS 2:42-47A 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.  And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

COLOSSIANS 3:16-17 
But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in 
our love for you —see that you excel in this act of grace also.   

I CORINTHIANS 8:7 
Divisions are addressed (theological, economic, relational, ethnic, gender, etc.). 
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same 
judgment.  

I CORINTHIANS 1:10 
My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory.  

JAMES 2:1 
I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles 
contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.   

ROMANS 16:17 
It includes intercession, prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people. 

I TIMOTHY 2:1 
The truths of the ecumenical creeds are confessed. 
For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 
saved. 

ROMANS 10:10 
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Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have 
God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.  If anyone comes to 
you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any 
greeting, 

2 JOHN 1:9-10 
Forms are used that are faithful to what God is giving and how the participants best 
receive that. 
You shall tear down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and burn their Asherim with 
fire. You shall chop down the carved images of their gods and destroy their name out of that 
place.  You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way.  But you shall seek the place 
that the LORD your God will choose out of all your tribes to put his name and make his 
habitation there. There you shall go   

DEUTERONOMY 12:3-5 
Attention is given to the distractions.  The barriers to participation are addressed. 
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an 
obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.   

I CORINTHIANS 9:12 
But all things should be done decently and in order.   

I CORINTHIANS 14:40 
There is a proper blend of constancy and change. 
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.   

PSALM 33:3 
And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 
"Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, 
O King of the nations!”   

REVELATION 15:3 
What then, brothers?  When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a 
revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.   

I CORINTHIANS 14:26 
It balances the immanence and transcendence of God. 
And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him 
as righteousness"—and he was called a friend of God.   

JAMES 2:23 
“No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 
you.”  

JOHN 15:15 
For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.   

DEUTERONOMY 4:24 
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: “Who is this that darkens counsel 
by words without knowledge? Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you make 
it known to me.  “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  Tell me, if you 
have understanding.   

JOB 38:1-4 
And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 
of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"   

ISAIAH 6:5 
It reflects the reality that the Almighty God is actually present - that God is speaking 
in his Word, that the Spirit is being poured out in Baptism dispensing the benefits of 
Christ, that the Lord Jesus is truly, bodily present in the Lordʼs Supper. 
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Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.”  And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”   

MATTHEW 26:26-28 
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”   

ACTS 2:38 
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them."   

MATTHEW 18:20 
Believers are equipped to be the aroma of Christ in their vocations. 
But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere.  For we are the aroma of Christ 
to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a 
fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for 
these things?   

2 CORINTHIANS 2:14-16 
The focus is that as many people as possible might experience fullness of life in 
Jesus. 
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”   

JOHN 10:10 
There is serious concern for the lost. 
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."   

LUKE 19:10 
The leaders/pastors/participants are speaking/singing as if they believe what they are 
saying. It is authentic. 
"'This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me;ʼ”   

MATTHEW 15:8 
Attention is given to the delivery of the message & gifts i.e. proper volumes, 
audibility, accessibility to handicapped, special needs. 
For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.   

I CORINTHIANS 14:33 
“And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers, you did it to me.'”   

MATTHEW 25:40 
What happens acknowledges the strengths and weaknesses of those gathered. 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but 
the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.   

I CORINTHIANS 12:4-7 
For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another.  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them:   

ROMANS 12:4-6 
The participants understand what they are doing and why they are doing it. 
Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how can anyone in the position of an outsider 
say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when he does not know what you are saying?  For you may 
be giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not being built up.   

I CORINTHIANS 14:16-17 
For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 
himself.   

I CORINTHIANS 11:29 
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The participants have a visible love for each other. 
“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."   

JOHN 13:35 
[All of I Corinthians 13] 
 

It reflects the firstfruits of the participants. 
Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce;   

PROVERBS 3:9 
You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God.   

2 CORINTHIANS 9:11 
People are equipped to recognize falsehood and respond with the truth. 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 
many false prophets have gone out into the world.   

I JOHN 4:1 
There is a clear understanding of the office of the ministry. 
The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task.  
Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, 
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, 
not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own household well, with all 
dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage his 
own household, how will he care for Godʼs church?  He must not be a recent convert, or he 
may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he 
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the 
devil.   

I TIMOTHY 3:1-7 
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 
God.  

I CORINTHIANS 4:1 
 
The participants are clearly directed to the means of grace (the Word of the Gospel, 
Baptism, Communion), and nowhere else, for the gifts of forgiveness, faith, life, and 
salvation. 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

ROMANS 1:16 
I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, 
God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the 
holy city, which are described in this book. 

 REVELATION 22:18-19 
 
 If we unite around these principles of worship, the “Lutheran Uniform” we will 
enjoy the unity of the church for which we strive.  To God be the glory.   


