Our Lutheran Heritage – Part I:
In Search of the Apostolic Christian Faith
By Rev. Richard A. Bolland, Emeritus

Martin Luther
Reformer, Translator and
Theologian
The Father of the Lutheran
Reformation

Spanish born U.S. philosopher and Harvard professor, George Santayana (18631952), said:

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”

Jorge Agustín Nicolás Ruiz
de Santayana y Borrás

Learning from Santayana, Lutherans must understand their own history and heritage if they do
not wish to forfeit the treasure of the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ in favor of the latest prevail
ing notion of what seems to be working in churches lately. Therefore, this study seeks to teach
the heritage and history of the Lutheran faith to Lutherans who may never have learned much
of it or have forgotten what they have learned before, lest we sacrifice our faith on the “altar”
of the pragmatism, which Santayana promoted.
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Starting Questions to Think About as We Study:
1.

What does it mean to be a Lutheran?
a. Is it a matter of being born to it?
b. Is it a matter of belonging to one Lutheran Synod or another?
c. Is it about what you believe, teach, and confess?

2.

Is the Lutheran faith synonymous with the Christian faith? Why? Why not?
a. Is the Lutheran faith simply the best among many others?
b. Is the Lutheran faith the true expression of the Christian faith?

3.

Is there a true, visible Christian Church on earth?
a. For what purposes is it visible?
b. Can a Christian who believes in the one, true faith intentionally remain in a false teaching church body?
Under what circumstances?

4.

How can we learn more about and continue to grow in our appreciation of our own Lutheran heritage?
a. How can we continue to grow in our appreciation of our own history?
b. How can we continue to grow in our appreciation of our own theology?
c. How can we continue to grow in our appreciation of our own liturgical heritage and how our worship
forms impact our theology?
__________________________________________________________

Our PreReformation Legacy
I. THE SEEDS OF THE REFORMATION.
A. In order to have a Reformation it is first necessary to have something on which to reform the Christian
faith.
1. Reform – “1. To make better by removing faults and defects; correct. 2a) to make better by putting a
stop to abuses or malpractices or by introducing better procedures, etc. b) to put a stop to (abuses,
1
etc.)
2.

To reform the Christian Faith is to rediscover and reestablish the faith taught by Christ and His
apostles.
a. To undertake a reformation, is not to bring any new teaching, but to recover the old.
b. To establish the original Christian faith is to ensure that there is a manifestation of the true
visible Church on Earth.

3.

To be such a manifestation is to teach the Word of God in all its truth and purity and to administer
the Sacraments only in accord with Christ’s institution.
a. To incorporate into the Church any false teaching is to become a religious sect.
b. A sect is not the true Church, but understands the Gospel while, at the same time, holding on to
one or more false teachings.
th

B. The Reformation of the 16 Century was not the first attempt to reform the Church.
1. Reformation is an ongoing process in which the Church of Jesus Christ has been engaged nearly from
the moment of Christ’s ascension into heaven.
2.

1

Reformation is the constant struggle to retain the one, true faith and no age of the Church has ever
been without this challenge.

Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American Language, Second College Edition, David B. Guralnik, Editor in Chief, The World
Publishing Company, New York and Cleveland, 1972, p. 1194.
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C.

Even in the apostolic age, this struggle is seen as the apostles needed to combat forces within the early
congregations they, themselves established.
1. The terrible struggles of the Corinthian congregation serve as an example.
(I Corinthians 1:1011)
2.

Efforts to reform the faith during the great Christological controversies of
th
the 4 century necessitated the formation of the Constanopolitan (325
AD)/Nicene Creed (381 AD.)

D. Thus, any study of the Lutheran Reformation can only be seen as the
continuing struggle to retain the true, orthodox Christian faith of Christ and the
Apostles.
E.

The significant events of history surrounding the period of the Lutheran
Reformation:
1.

The expulsion of the Moors (Muslims) from the Spanish peninsula after a
600 year occupation by the forces led by El Cid (Rodrigo Díaz de Vivar), 1094.
2. The Crusades to expel the invading Muslims from Europe and
Icon depicting the Fathers of the
recapture the Holy Lands – 1094 to 1291.
First Council of Nicaea holding
3. The Great Babylonian Schism of Rome – 1305 to 1378.
the Nicene Creed.
4. The Black Plague – 1348 to 1350.
5. Johannes Guttenberg invents mechanical, moveable type. (cir. 1440)
6. The fall of Constantinople/Byzantine Empire to the Ottoman Turks (Muslims), May 29, 1453.
7. The discovery of the New World  1492
8. The Spanish Inquisition – 1480 to 1834.
9. The First Siege of Vienna (Habsburg Empire) by the Ottoman Turks (Suleiman) – September 27 to
October 14, 1529.
10. The Final Siege of Vienna, Austria by Muslim forces lead by Kara Mustafa Pasha – July 14, 1683 to
September 12, 1683.

II. PRELUTHERAN REFORMERS
A. John Wycliffe (1328 – December 31, 1384)
1. An English Scholastic philosopher, theologian, lay preacher, translator, re
former and professor.
2.

Wycliffe translated the Bible into the English from the Latin Vulgate. (1384)

3.

He is recognized as the founder of the Lollards who were anticlerical, anti
pope, denied the pope’s secular rule, and taught that there was an invisible
true Christian Church of all believers which overlapped but was not the same
as the visible Roman Catholic Church.

4.

He died of a stroke in 1384, but the Roman Catholic Council of Constance
John Wycliffe
declared on May 4, 1415, that Wycliffe was a, “stiffnecked heretic,”
Morning Star of the Reformation
excommunicated him, declared that all his books be burned, his remains
exhumed (1428) and burned with his ashes scattered into the Swift River which flows through
Lutterworth, Wycliffe’s home.

B. Jan Hus, (b. 1369 – July 6, 1415)
1. Hus was a Czech priest, philosopher, reformer and professor at Charles University in Prague. He was
also a follower of John Wycliffe.
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2.

Theologically, Hus advocated that people should be permitted to read the Bible in
their own language, denounced the sale of indulgences insisting that men’s sins are
forgiven through true repentance, denied that any Pope had the right to take up the
sword in the name of the Church, and burned Papal Bulls with which he disagreed.

3.

King Wenceslas served as his protector for a while, but his successor Sigismund did
not.

4.

Invited to attend the Council of Constance in 1414, Hus voluntarily attended (under
Sigismund’s promise of safe conduct) hoping to convert the Church fathers there
assembled with his views. However, he was imprisoned, tried and executed by burn
ing at the stake.

5.

At his execution Hus said, “You are now going to burn a goose, but in a century you
will have a swan which you can neither roast nor boil.” One hundred years later,
Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on the church door in Wittenberg.

Jan Hus
Martyr and Teacher

III. THE STATE OF THE PAPACY LEADING UP TO THE TIME OF REFORMATION.
A. Inscribed in letters of gold inside the great dome of St. Peter’s Church in
Rome it says: “Tue es Petrus…”
1. These words from Matthew 16:18 serve as the foundation of the
entire Papal structure of the Roman Catholic Church: “Thou art Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my Church.”
a. Grammatically, this is a misuse of the text because the “rock” to
which our Lord refers is not the person of Peter, but the confes
sion which Peter makes, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living
God.”
b. According to E.G. Schwiebert:
“…it is very difficult to establish historically that Peter was ever
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome
even a Bishop in Rome. Three Church Fathers after 96 A.D. mention
that Peter visited Rome, but it is not until Dionysius of Corinth in 170 A.D. that the implication
appears that Peter and Paul founded the church in Rome. More than likely there is little
historical truth in the tradition. It is peculiar that neither Mark nor Luke mentions this most
important congregation of Christendom, even though Mark is the oldest of the Gospels. The
Book of Acts is also strangely silent about Peter as the first pope, even though it is an account of
the founding of the Christian Church. There must have been a congregation in Rome as early as
5455 A.D., because it is fairly well established that Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans about
that time. In all likelihood, however, it was not composed of native Romans, but of African
immigrants. If there had been a church with Peter as the first bishop, why would Paul write
during his captivity: ‘I am alone in Rome’? About the only reasonable claim for Peter’s founding
of the Church of Rome is that he wrote his Epistle that he was in Babylon. Since that city was
then in ruins, supporters of the Petrine tradition claim that he must have meant Rome... As late
as 254 A.D. the great eastern Church father Origen of Alexandria denied that the Office of the
Keys was given to Peter alone…Therefore, while early tradition seems to show that Peter was at
one time in Rome, the claim that he was the founder of a congregation, the first bishop, or even
2
the first pope of western Christendom lacks historical evidence.
2.

By the time of the Reformation, corruption of the institution of the papacy had reached a new low.
a. Following the splendor of the period of the Renaissance popes, Schwieber writes:
“However, this outward splendor was but a guilded shell for the corrupt core, the Papacy. Begin
ning with such men as Calixtus III and Pius II, the degeneration was rapid...Anyone familiar with

2

Schwiebert, E.G., Luther and His Times, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 1950, p.29.
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the pontificate of Pope Sixtus IV knows that required only a bloodthirsty, avaricious libertine such
as the former Francesco della Rovere to secularize completely the Holy See…But the papacy
reached its lowest ebb during the time of Martin Luther, the period of Alexander VI, Julius II, and
Leo X. Doubtless, under the first and his depraved son, Caesar Borgia, the lowest depth of all
papal history was reached. Alexander would go to any length to help Caesar Borgia accomplish
his foul purposes. Contemporary accounts of the latter’s crimes are almost beyond credibility.
He is said to have been responsible for the death of over a hundred people, including his own
brother. He caused his brotherinlaw to be strangled in his presence and slew Peroto, Alex
ander’s favorite, in the Pope’s own arms, his blood spouting over the
3
papal robes.”
b.

Of the pope who excommunicated Luther, Schwiebert says:
“Leo X, son of Lorenzo the Magnificent of Florence, next entered upon the
papal office amid a scene of pageantry, triumphal arches, allegorical de
signs and mottoes, never to be equaled…In the same year that Martin
Luther nailed his NinetyFive Theses on the door of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg, Leo created 29 cardinals for the neat sum of 500,000
4
ducats. His annual income was tremendous.” [Note: A ducat is
virtually equal to an ounce of gold.]

Pope Leo X
Excommunicated Martin
Luther

__________________________________________________________

The Lutheran Reformation
I. While John Wycliffe was termed, “The Morning Star of the Reformation,” it is Martin Luther who, quite
unintentionally, fired the “shot” heard around the world with the posting of a
simple invitation to debate the sale of indulgences on the door of the Wittenberg
Castle Church on October 31, 1517.
A. Born November 10, 1483, in Eisleben, Germany, and died February 18, 1546, in
the very same town in which he was born. Luther was a German priest, profes
sor of theology, composer of hymns and liturgies, and prolific writer who
initiated the Lutheran Reformation.
B. He taught that salvation is never earned by good works but can only be received
as a free gift from God through faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.
He challenged the authority of the Pope insisting that only Holy Scripture pro
vides divinely revealed truth. He translated the Bible from the original Hebrew
and Greek into German and thereby provided the linguistic framework for es
tablishing a standard for the German language and initiated general education
of all children so that they might be able to read Holy Scripture.
C.

Martin Luther
Father of the Reformation

On December 10, 1520, Luther publicly set fire to the Papal Bull Exsurge Domine that threatened him with
excommunication if he did not retract 41 sentences drawn from his writings within 60 days.

D. The following are significant dates for the Lutheran Reformation:
1. October 31, 1517 – 95 Theses posted in Wittenburg.
2. June 15, 1520 – Papal Bull Exsurge Domine issued by Pope Leo X.
3. January 28 to May 25, 1521 – Diet of Worm is held at which Luther refuses to renounce his writings,
resulting in Luther being declared outside the protection of the law (outlaw).

3
4

Ibid, pp. 2830.
Ibid p. 30.
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4.

During Luther’s exile at the Wartburg Castle he translated the New Testament from Greek into
German. Meanwhile back at Wittenberg, Andreas Karlstadt and Gabriel Zwilling embarked on a
radical program of reform in June of 1521, that went far beyond any intention of Luther, adding to
the Peasant’s War of 1524 to 1526 during which approximately 100,000 peasants were killed, and
which prompted Luther to write, A Sincere Admonition by Martin Luther to All Christians to Guard
Against Insurrection and Rebellion.

5.

On June 13, 1525, Luther married Katharina von Bora, one of 12 nuns he had helped
escape from the Nibschen Cistercian convent in April 1523. This put a seal on the
practice of clergy marrying within the Lutheran reformation.

6.

In 1529, Luther wrote the Large Catechism as well as a synopsis, the Small Catechism
to be memorized by the people as instruction in the faith.

7.

October 1529, Philip I, Landgrave of Hesse convoked the Marburg Colloquy in order
to seek doctrinal unity (especially regarding the nature of Holy Communion) between
the various Protestant groups emerging as a result of the Reformation. Ulrich Zwing
li, Philip Melanchthon, Martin Bucer, and Johannes Oecolampadius were present
among others. Despite the inability to come to agreement concerning the Lord’s
Supper, the Colloquy did pave the way for the signing of the Augsburg Confession
and for the formation of the Smalcaldic League the following year.

Katherina von Bora
Luther’s Wife

8.

June 25, 1530, the Augsburg Confession is read to the Diet of Augsburg called by Emperior Charles V
due to his distress over the Siege of Vienna, hoping to unite the empire against the advancing Turks.
Needing to resolve the theological controversies he invited the Lutherans to provide a statement of
their beliefs to the Diet of Augsburg, but on September 22, 1530, the pope rejected the confession as
heresy. The Augsburg Confession serves as the fundamental confession of faith for Lutherans to this
day.

9.

May 1531, responding to the Roman Catholic document, The Confutation, criticizing the Augsburg
Confession, Philip Melanchthon writes the Apology of the Augsburg Confession to defend it.

10. 1536, the Smalcald Articles, written by Martin Luther were intended to be an ecumenical instrument
to be presented at an anticipated ecumenical council presenting Lutheran beliefs and why there
could be no compromise in defending them.
11. 1537, Philip Melanchthon pens the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope as a supplement to
the Augsburg Confession outlining the Lutheran position on the papacy.
12. February 18, 1546, Martin Luther dies. His death leaves the state of Lutheranism in turmoil and
racked by multiple theological controversies.
13. 1577, under the leadership of Jacob Andreae, Martin Chemnitz, and Nicolas Selnecker, the Formula of
Concord is written to resolve the many divisions which had fractured the Lutherans and gained the
signatures of over 8,100 pastors and theologians as well as more than 50 government leaders.

Nikolas Selnicker

Martin Chemnitz
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II.

The role of God’s Word in the original languages in the Lutheran Reformation.
A. The rise of Renaissance Humanism.
1. From about 1100 A.D. to about 1500 A.D. the academics of middle age universities adopted the
tenets of Scholasticism for the education of the upper classes.
2.

Scholasticism was less of a philosophy or theology than it was a method of learning with an emphasis
on dialectal reasoning to resolve contradictions and sought to harmonize Christian thought with that
of ancient Greek philosophers like Neoplatonism and Aristotilianism.

3.

In contrast, Renaissance Humanism came into influence during the 14 and 15 centuries preemi
nently in Italy, but later moved into northern Europe supplanting scholasticism to a great extent.
Luther was a biblical humanist.

4.

Humanism gave great emphasis on the examination of ancient texts (especially Greek texts) as
Schwiebert says of German author Huizinga:

th

th

“The ideas that motivated both [Humanist and Biblical Humanist] carry the same token even if the
spirit of the one is less religious than the other. All their ideas are permeated with a homesickness
for the old, original purity, for a striving for renovation through their activity. Whether this longing is
directed to the old Christianity, or towards the superior, wellgoverned Rome of Cato or Scipio, or a
purified Latinity, a perfected poetry, a rediscovered art, it is always striving for things of the past, a
renovation, a restitution, and a restoration.
While Martin Luther was still a confused and bewildered monk in the Black
Cloister at Wittenberg, Biblical Humanism was paving the way for his work as a
5
Reformer.”
B. Fellow Biblical Humanist Desiderius Erasmus unintentionally provided Luther with a
pivotal tool that would power the Reformation – it was Erasmus’ Greek New Testa
ment.
1. It was Erasmus’ Greek New Testament which Luther used for his lectures on
Romans.
2.

In 1519 Erasmus published a second edition of the Greek New Testament and it
was this edition which Luther used at the Wartburg in 15211522 in
translating the New Testament into German.

Desiderius Erasmus
Dutch Theologian and Philosopher

C.

There can be little doubt but that the progress of the Reformation would
have been greatly retarded had it not been for Humanism’s influence and the stress given to the ancient
languages.

III. The ability to read the Word of God had previously been denied to all but a few doctors of the church.
A. The Roman Catholic Church had produced the Index Librorum Prohibitorum, or list of prohibited books by
Pope Paul IV in 1559 largely as an attempt to blunt the “damage” that the Reformation had brought to
the church by having the Bible in the language of the people. (Addendum #1)
B. Rome believed that the Church (that is the Pope), only had the teaching office—magisterium—and that
he only could properly interpret Scripture and its meaning to the people. (Addendum #2)
C.

Until 1966 (Vatican Council II), the Bible itself was included on the Index, but following the Council, the
Index was finally abolished.)

D. Martin Luther – being a professor at the University of Wittenberg – was considered to be a Doctor of the
Church and was thus permitted to read the Erasmus New Testament in Greek.
E.

5

Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone) became one of the watch words of the Lutheran Reformation which insi
sted that the Word of God alone was the source and norm of all faith and life, not necessarily the pontifi

Ibid, p.275
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cations of popes. It was this particular Sola which lead to the adoption of the other two Solas of the
Reformation: Sola Fide (Faith Alone), and Sola Gracia, (Grace Alone), for these are discovered only from
Scripture alone.
F.

Sadly, though Erasmus was an early defender of Luther’s writings, he became a defender of Rome later
on.

IV. What was the cost to the Lutherans and others for defending the Word of God?
A. As is always true, nothing happens in a political vacuum and the theology of Luther was not the only
cause of the reaction to the Reformation.
1. At the time, Germany was not a united nation but a collection of princedoms, yet there was a grow
ing resentment toward Rome for its longreaching arm of authority into German lands and parti
cularly for its collection of German wealth (often through the sale of indulgences) and sending it
south.
2.

This collective resentment found common cause with the theological concerns raised by Martin Lut
her and began to result in the various princedoms acting in more united ways to resist the power of
Rome which, in turn, naturally resulted in the rising notion of a more united Germany.

3.

Adding to this mixture of politics and theology the unifying effect that Luther’s Bible had on the stan
dardization of the German language (which had been anything but uniform prior to the Bible’s public
ation) and the emphasis which Martin Luther gave to educate the children of Germany so they could
read the Bible themselves, and the stage was set for a far greater sense of “nation” among the
princes and people of Germany.

B. The Knights’ Uprising. (1522)
1. Partly motivated by the desire to defend the theology of Martin Luther and party in response to
dramatically increasing prices for nearly all goods due, in part, to the inflationary importation of an
estimated 18,600 tons of fine silver and 200 tons of gold from the New World, Franz von Sickingen
was elected as captain of the Knights of Upper Rhineland and prosecuted a war against the princes
and attacked the Archbishop of Trier.
a. It certainly cannot be doubted that Sickengen was influenced by Luther as he believed that the
whole German nation would rise to the defense of the Gospel since Luther and brought it to light
once again.
b. Sickengen also believed that Germany needed to be liberated from the tyranny of Rome, so after
the Diet of Worms and the condemnation of Luther by the Edict of Worms issued by Emp
eror Charles V, they decided to take matters into their own hands.
2.

C.

Illequipped, the attack of the knights on the Archbishop of Trier failed and the resulting response
from the united princes destroyed several castles and plundered the inhabitants.

The Peasants War (15241526)
1. Involving an estimated 300,000 German peasants, this conflict was the most widespread popular
uprising until the French Revolution of 1789.
2.

The causes of the conflict are uncertain, but in part it was connected to the religious conflict
centering on Martin Luther and on the changing economics of an urbanizing culture in Germany.

3.

There can be little doubt, however, that many peasants died in defense of the Gospel.

4.

It is estimated that about 100,000 peasants died in the revolt.

5.

Luther did not approve of the Revolt and wrote an apologetic for keeping the peace.

6.

Schwiebert writes:
“By the spring of 1525 the movement had fanned out in all directions, and the clashes were becoming
increasingly violent in some sections. Virtually the whole Empire was inflamed. Reports from Franco
nia, Hesse, Brunswick, Baden, Treves, Salzburg, Thuringia, Tyrol, Carinthia, and Styria all indicated
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that the local princes were faced with civil war. The worst region was Thuringia where Muenzer and
his followers had preached violence and defiance of all accepted authority as the only means to the
6
new order.”
7.

Luther took a difficult position in writing against the Peasants citing three counts against them in his
tract, Against the Murderous and Plundering Bands Among the Peasants:
a. They had broken their oath to the government and, hence, were subject to arrest and trial.
b. They had robbed and murdered and were subject to death in body and soul.
c. They had covered all their sins in the name of Christian brotherhood; thus they blasphemed God
and disgraced His Holy name.

8.

There were two unanticipated and unintended consequences to the Peasants War:
a. Karl Marx and Frederich Engels, based their theory of historic materialism on the German
Peasants War.
b. Reconstructionist Historians have tried to connect the atrocities of the Nazi Party as being
justified, in part, by these writings of Martin Luther, in supposing obedience to the state no
matter the horrific acts of the state.

D. The Smalcaldic War – 15461547
1. In June 1546, Pope Paul III entered into an agreement with Holy Roman Emperor Charles V to limit
the influence and growth of the Lutheran Reformation. Part of the agreement read:
“In the name of God and with the help and assistance of his Papal Holiness, his
Imperial Majesty should prepare himself for war, and equip himself with soldiers
and everything pertaining to warfare against those who were addicted to the
false belief and error in Germany, and that he do so with all his power and might,
in order to bring them back to the old faith and to the obedience of the Holy
7
See.”

E.

6
7

2.

Thereafter Duke Maurice (a previous supporter of Luther) traitorously attacked
his stepbrother John Frederick, in a brief, but highly destructive conflict known
as the Smalcaldic War. The combined military might of Maurice with that of
Charles V carried the day at the Battle of Muhlberg (April 24, 1547).

3.

Following the sound defeat of the Smalcald League (Lutherans), Charles V
overwhelmed the Lutheran territories until on May 19, 1547, Wittenberg—the
heart of the Reformation, and the resting place of Martin Luther’s remains—
fell to the Emperor without a fight.

Maurice of Saxony,
Traitor Turned Patriot

The Augsburg Interim – May 15, 1548
1. On May 15, 1548 (a little more than two years after Luther had died), Charles the V issued a decree,
“Declaration of His Roman Imperial Majesty on the Observance of Religion Within the Holy Empire
Until the Decision of the General Council,” which became known as the Augsburg Interim.
2.

The Interim ordered the Lutherans to readopt traditional Catholic beliefs and practices, including the
seven Sacraments, but it did allow Lutheran clergymen to marry and authorize the laity to receive
communion in both kinds.

3.

The Interim is seen as the first significant step toward the validation of citizens of the Holy Roman
Empire to hold a faith other than Roman Catholicism however limiting it was. It also marked an
increased resistance by the Lutheran to the command of the Emperor to revert to Catholic ways
which they would not do.

Ibid, p.562
Bente, Frederich, Historical Introductions to the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, p. 219.
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F.

4.

Lutheran dissatisfaction with the Interim lead to the Lutherans adopting their own Leipzig the next
year. The Interim also contributed to the Peace of Augsburg seven years later.

5.

The Interim was later overthrown when the traitor Maurice of Saxony switched sides again and
staged a revolt in 1552.

The Peace of Augsburg – September 25, 1555
1. This was a peace treaty between Charles V and the Smalcaldic League of Lutheran princes which
established the principle of Cuius region, eius religio (the religion of the prince is the religion of the
people). This principle permitted each German prince to select either Lutheranism or Roman
Catholicism as the religion which their region would hold. Subjects, citizens, or residents who did not
wish to conform to the religion of the ruling prince were given a period of time in which they were
free to migrate to a region matching their religious preference.
2.

The Peace of Augsburg was also a major concession to the German princes of both religions which
affirmed a level of independence from Rome they had not previously enjoyed. It also established a
legal basis for the continued existence of Lutherans in Europe.

3.

The weakness of the Peace of Augsburg was that it did not deal with nonLutheran Protestants such
as the Calvinists or Anabaptists and subjected some of them to further persecution by either Luth
erans or Catholics.

G. The Thirty Years War (1618 – 1648)
1. This was one of the most destructive conflicts in European history which was primarily fought in
Germany but at various times also involved most European nations.
2.

While causes of the 30 Years War are varied and complex, the primary impetus for the conflict was
the religious conflict between Lutherans, Protestants and Catholics in the Holy Roman Empire. Ulti
mately, from a political viewpoint, the war became more a continuation of the BourbonHabsburg
rivalry for European preeminence.

3.

A major impact of the 30 Years War was the complete denuding of whole regions of Europe due to
foraging armies who had to support themselves through plunder of occupied areas. This produced
times of famine and disease which made the suffering of the populace even worse, which, in addition
to the fighting, significantly reduced the population of the German states, Bohemia, the Low
Countries, and Italy. Additionally, virtually all the combatant powers engaged in the war went
bankrupt.

4.

Adding to the religious conflict neighboring nations also contributed to the outbreak of the 30 Years
War:
a. Spain was interested in the German states because it held the territories of the Spanish Nether
lands on the western border of the Empire and states within Italy which were connected by land
through the Spanish Road. The Dutch revolted against the Spanish domination during the 1600s,
leading to a protracted war of independence that led to a truce only in 1609.
b. France was nearly surrounded by territory controlled by the two Habsburg states (Spain and the
Holy Roman Empire), and was eager to exert its power against the weaker German states; this
dynastic concern overtook religious ones and led to Catholic France’s participation on the other
wise Protestant side of the war.
c. Sweden and Denmark were interested in gaining control over northern German states bordering
the Baltic Sea.

5.

The Bohemian Revolt – 1618 to 1621
__________________________________________________________
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Excursus—The Battle of White Mountain and
Execution of Prague’s Lutheran Nobles.
A. Emperor Matthias (1612 to 1619) – Wanted his dynastic heir Ferdinand II appointed to the royal throne
of Bohemia and Hungary and arranged for that election, establishing Ferdinand as the Crown Prince next
in line for Emperor following the death of Matthias in 1619.
1. The problem was that the general population of Bohemia was predominantly Lutheran along with
some Protestants while Ferdinand was allied with Rome.
2. To make matters worse, Ferdinand believed that Protestantism (Lutheranism) was the main problem
in his realm, and sought the reconversion of the Lutheran and Calvinist Lords of Bohemia back to
Roman Catholicism.
B. Ferdinand began to reclaim Lutheran/Protestant properties, confiscating them
for the Roman Catholic faith. (Some of these properties had been claimed by
the Lutherans when they had previously been granted regional autonomy having
their own regional Constitutions.)
1. What became known as the Second Defenestration of Prague was a dispute
between the largely Lutheran Bohemian nobles and the crown in 1618 over
a royal guarantee made by Emperor Rudolph II (1575 – 1612), ensuring
religious freedom throughout Bohemia.
2.

C.

This resulted in Ferdinand’s appointees and his secretary being thrown out
of a window in the Royal Castle in Prague, however, they survived because
they fell onto a pile of manure and this action then spawned the Bohemian
Revolt!

Emperor Ferdinand II
King of Germany 1619  1637

The Bohemian estates organized an army of 30,000 men to fight for their
religious liberty to remain Lutheran/Protestant, while Ferdinand II countered with his own army of
25,000 men to crush the revolt.
1. Led by the Count of Tilly, the Imperial Army made straight for Prague, the Bohemian capital which
was in the hands of the rebels.
a. The Bohemian forces attempted unsuccessfully twice to set up defensive positions to block the
Imperial army’s advance on the city under the command of Christian of Anhalt, but the more
seasoned troops of Tilly won the day in a battle that lasted only an hour.
b. Some 4,000 Bohemians were killed with Catholic losses at about 800.
2.

Retreating into the city in disarray the Lutheran population broke into a general panic with the
Lutheran King of Bohemia (Frederick V) fleeing the city without so much as his crown jewels in tow.

D. Capitalizing on the rout at White Mountain (now part of the City of Prague), Ferdinand II immediately
set about on his agenda of centralizing (Romanizing) the religions of
Bohemia.
1. He quickly declared that from that time forward the throne of
Bohemia would become hereditary thus terminating previous
electoral rights from the estates.
2.

Ferdinand also banished several Lutheran and Protestant Lords
from the estates.

3.

When Tilly entered Prague he tried 47 Lutheran/Protestant
nobles and 27 were executed by beheading in Prague’s Old Town
Square on what is called “The Day of Blood” by Lutherans and
The Execution of 27 Lutheran and
Protestant Bohemian Lords
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Protestants. To this day 27 crosses have been inlaid in the cobblestone of that square in tribute to
those who were slain.
4.

E.

Following the Battle of White Mountain about fivesixth of Bohemian nobility went into exile and
their properties were confiscated.
a. Prior to the battle about 151,000 farmsteads existed in the Lands of the Bohemian Crown, but
only 50,000 remained after the year 1648.
b. The number of inhabitants decreased from 3 million to 800,000, and the Thirty Years War had
yet another 28 years remaining with Bohemia suffering much bloodshed.

The Bohemian Expulsion – 1621.
1. Emperor Ferdinand II, ordered all Calvinists and other nonLutherans to leave the realm in three days
or convert to Catholicism.
2. The next year, (1622) Ferdinand also ordered all Lutherans to convert or leave the country.
a. Enraged Bohemian Hussites (yes, they were still around), fearing a Catholic repression in
Bohemia, seized two Catholic councilors that had been sent to see to Catholic interests in
Bohemia, and threw them out of a palace window to the pavement 50 feet below. Remarkably,
both survived, but this event started the Bohemian Revolt which spread throughout all of the
lands of the Bohemian Crown. This religious rebellion soon spread to other neighboring nations
and started the 30 Years War.
b. The Bohemians, seeking allies against the Emperor, applied to be admitted into the Protestant
Union.
3.

The Huguenot Rebellions – 1620 to 1628
a. In France, the Protestant Huguenots revolted against the central Royal power of the French
government due to the increasing intolerance under Catholic King Louis XIII.
b. The Huguenots were defeated at the Siege of Montauban in 1621, the Naval Battle of Saint
MartindeRe on October 27, 1622, the Capture of Re Island in 1625, and the Siege of La Rochelle
in 16271628.
c. As a result of these defeats, the French Huguenots suffered severe persecution at the hands of
the French government.

4.

The Danish Intervention – 1625 to 1629
a. Fearing that Denmark’s sovereignty as a Lutheran nation was threatened by the recent Catholic
successes in northern Germany, King Christian IV of Denmark (a Lutheran) intervened on behalf
of the Lutheran rulers of lower Saxony by leading an army against the Imperial forces.
b. Christian IV raised an army of 35,000 to fight against Ferdinand II who was allied with Catholic
General Albrecht von Wallenstein with an army of 130,000. Outnumbered and outgunned, the
Danes were dealt a sound defeat at the Battle of Dessau Bridge (1626), the Battle of Lutter
(1626), and at the Battle of Wolgast.
c. Invading the Jutland Peninsula of Denmark Wallenstein’s army was unable to take the Danish
capital on the Island of Zealand and essentially ran out of money to conduct the war and was
fearful of a Danish – Swedish alliance, so both sides were eager to make peace.
d. They concluded the negotiations for the Treaty of Lubeck in 1629, which left Christian IV in
control of his Denmark if he would abandon his support for the Protestant states. This resulted
in greater subjugation of Lutheran lands in northern Germany.

5.

The Swedish Intervention – 1630 to 1635
a. Fearful that Wallenstein might seek to join with the German princes to gain influence over the
Emperor, Ferdinand II dismissed Wallenstein in 1630.
b. At that time the Catholic forces were largely victorious over the German Lutherans but allied
with Cardinal Richleieu, the Chief Minister of Louis XIII, and by the Dutch the Swedishled forces
drove the Catholic forces back, regaining most of the lost Protestant Union territory.
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c.

However, recalled by Ferdinand II, Wallenstein marched up from the south with a formidable
army surrounding the Lutheran forces at Lutzen (1632). Surprising the Catholic forces of
Wallenstein, King Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden entered the fray as it is recorded:
“In the morning fog of November 16, 1632, about 25,000 Swedish soldiers
knelt in prayer. The Swedish Lutheran King led them in singing these
words from Martin Luther’s hymn, “May God Embrace Us With His Grace.”
(LSB # 823) The fog lifted. In the distance the German city of Lutzen had
been set ablaze by Imperial Roman Catholic troops. The king clapped his
hands and shouted, ‘God’s will be done! Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, help me this
day to fight to the glory of Your Holy Name! Forward!’ The troops quickly
engaged the enemy. The line collapsed at one point, and the king rushed
to rally the men. He found himself in handtohand combat with enemy
cavalry. His horse was shot, then a bullet struck his left arm. ‘It’s nothing,
my children! Forward quickly!’ he shouted. He took another shot in
the back and fell from his horse. The 38 year old king and savior of
Lutheranism was dead, but as the message passed through the ranks,
the troops rallied, and the Swedes won the most crucial battle of the
war, claiming victory from defeat.”

6.

F.

Swedish King Gustavus Adol
phus savior of Lutheranism at
the Battle of Lutzen

The French Intervention – 1635 to 1648
a. The Roman Catholic nation of France was also a rival of the Holy Roman Empire and of Spain.
Fearing Habsburg power with territories on France’s eastern border, Cardinal Richelieu, the Chief
Minister of King Louis XIII began to intervene with support for Gustavus Adolphus. Following the
German princes suing for peace at the Peace of Prague (1635), Richelieu doubted that the
Swedes could continue the war alone and made the decision to enter the war directly by
declaring war on Spain in May of 1635.
b. After initial defeats at the hands of the Spanish (even threatening Paris in 1636), Bernard of Saxe
Weimar defeated the Empire’s forces in the Battle of Compiegne pushing the Habsburg army
back toward the border of France. Further battles resulted in a military stalemate. Cardinal
Richelieu died in 1642.
c. Meanwhile the Swedish army under the command of Field Marshal Lennart Torstenson, defeated
the Holy Roman forces commanded by Archduke Leopold Wilhelm of Austria suffering 20,000
casualties. This enabled the Swedes to occupy Saxony and made Ferdinand III more willing to
negotiate peace.
d. The French under the command of General Louis II de Bourbon defeated the Spanish army at the
Battle of Rocroi in 1643, but facing a domestic crisis at home, the French began to work toward
the ending of the war.
e. On March 14, 1647, Bavaria, Cologne, France and Sweden signed the Truce of Ulm, uniting their
forces against the Empire. In 1648 the Swedes and French defeated the Imperial Army at the
Battle of Zusmarshausen and Lens. The Battle of Prague in 1648 became the last action of the 30
Years War with the Swedes gaining the victory.

The Treaty of Westphalia – October 24, 1648
1. Over a four year period, the Holy Roman Emperor, France and Sweden actively negotiated at
Osnabruck and Munster in Westphalia. Instead of a single treaty bringing about the end of hostilities,
there were two: The Treaty of Hamburg and the Peace of Munster and Osnabruck were signed, and
the Thirty Years War gasped to a conclusion.
2.

The populations of the German states had casualties of about 15 to 30 percent. Wurttemberg lost
threequarters of its population during the war. In the territory of Brandenburg, the losses amounted
to 50 percent. The male population of the German states was reduced by nearly 50 percent. The
population of the Czech lands declined by a third due to war, disease, famine and the expulsion of
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Protestant Czechs. The Swedish armies alone may have destroyed up to 2,000 castles, 18,000
villages, and 1,500 towns in Germany – one third of all German towns. Both Typhus and Dysentery
became endemic in Germany.
3.

In the end, the termination of the Thirty Years War resulted in establishing the independence of
Lutheranism in the Scandinavian countries, retaining the regions of varying religious affiliation
(Primarily Lutheran, Roman Catholic) as they were at the Peace of Augsburg, but with Calvinism being
practiced by an increasing number of the population.
__________________________________________________________

The Salzburgers—The Edict of Expulsion of 1731
Background:
During the years of the Lutheran Reformation the teachings of Luther permeated beyond Germany throughout
Europe. Austria was one such place where Lutheranism took firm root. However, despite the large segment of the
Austrian population which was Lutheran and a smaller portion Calvinist, the Roman Catholic rulers of Salzburg
sought to eliminate their religion at every opportunity. At the time following the Lutheran Reformation Salzburg
th
was a sovereign churchstate. On October 31, 1731, the 214 Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, Roman
Catholic Archbishop Count Leopold von Firmian (also a secular Prince) signed his Edict of Expulsion demanding that
all Lutherans and Protestants either reject their Lutheran or Calvinistic beliefs or be banished from the domain.
I.

Events leading to the Edict of Expulsion.
A. Archbishop Firmian viewed public gatherings of Lutherans or Protestants for worship to be acts of
“rebellion” and those who participated were characterized as “Mutineers.”
1.

From the text of the Edict:
“…the Commissioners promised them, without Approbation, and until we
should publish our Resolution upon that Subject, agreeably to the
Constitutions of the Empire, that every one of them might exercise his
Religion in secret at his own house, provided they forbore Preaching and
Assembling in an unlawful manner. Nevertheless, we have since heard, to
our Sorrow, that the Rebels, immediately after the Departure of the
Commissioners, without regard to their own promises, or to the wholesome
Admonition that was given to them, began again to assemble themselves in
a tumultuous manner in several places, both publicly and privately, to make
seditious Sermons to the People assembled, to threaten to exterminate the
Catholicks with Fire and Sword, to abuse the Spiritual and Temporal
Regencies, yea, even our own Person, both in Word and Deed, and,
Archbishop Count Leopold von Firmian of
in short, to commit several other actions worthy of the most severe
Salzburg Ordered the Expulsion of Lutherans
Punishments.” (http://historicaltextarchive.com)

2.

Thus public worship was declared mutinous and protests against the
action were seen as rebellion.

and Calvinists during the Winter of 1731

B. Like the Bohemians in 1622 (along with others), the final solution to the “Lutheran” problem was to
expel the “rebels” from the region.
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II.

The Conditions of the Expulsion.
A. From the Edict:
“So that in order to restore a settled Tranquility in our Archbishoprick, and to prevent yet greater
Troubles, there now remains no other Method to be taken, than to extirpate entirely to the Root those
turbulent and seditious Fellows, who in Times past have so often disturbed this Archbishoprick; and that
with the greater Reason, because nothing is to be expected in this Archbishoprick but fresh Troubles…to
prevail with them to desist from their Criminal Enterprizes, and to bring them back into the Way of the
Faithful, they will, in spite of all these Admonitions and Exhortations persist in their Rebellion and
Obstinacy: And therefore we thought it was high time to publish proper Ordinances upon that
Subject…THAT all those who profess either of the Religions above mentioned [Lutheran or Calvinism], and
tolerated in the Empire and who upon Occasion of the last Rising have declared themselves to be such,
whether in public or in private, shall depart this Archbishoprick, and Countries thereunto belonging, with
all their Effects; never to enter it more, upon pain of Confiscation of their Effects, or even of Death,
according to the Exigency of the Case.” (http://historicaltextarchive.com)
B. Also Lutherans and Calvinists who did not publicly or privately engage in worship were also ordered to
remove themselves from the region:
“And as for those who joined the Rebels and Disturbers, only for the Sake of their Religion, and are not in
other respects chargeable with Sedition or Rebellion, we exempt them from the Punishment that they
may have deserved, provided they leave the Archbishoprick as is above said.”
(http://historicaltextarchive.com)
C.

However, if these accused individuals renounce their “false” religion, and once again register as Roman
Catholics, then they may remain in Salzburg.
“…if they have not given Proofs of the Repentance within a fortnight afterwards, by entering themselves
again as Catholicks before the Regency; that in like manner those, who in the Memorials drawn up by our
rebellious Subjects, and communicated to us by Order of his Imperial Majesty, are denominated and
entered as Evangelical, and of the Confession of Augsburg, shall not be included in this our Ordinance.”
(http://historicaltextarchive.com)

D. Further, those who renounced their Lutheran faith, must also have their Lutheran writings confiscated
by the authorities:
“As for those in the first Circumstance, the Regencies shall give them the necessary Instructions with
regard to the Conduct they are to observe for the future; and they shall take away the prohibited Books
which may be found at their Houses, and forbid them to have any more such, at their Peril…If it should
happen, that any one, who pretends to be a Catholick, but is really of another Religion, has prohibited
Books in his House, or is a Dealer in them, or is present with others in unlawful Assemblies [worship
services], such Transgressors shall be condemned to perpetual Banishment, and even, if the Case requires
it, shall suffer Death, and forfeit his Estate.” (http://historicaltextarchive.com)
E.

Additional Requirement of the Edict of Expulsion.
1. Landowners were given two days to sell their lands and leave. Cattle, sheep, furniture and land all
had to be dumped on the market, and the Salzburgers received little money from the welltodo
Catholic allies of von Firmian. The Archbishop confiscated much of their land for his own family.
Tenant farmers, tradesmen, labourers and miners were given only eight days to sell what they could
and leave.
2.

Many of the Salzburger’s children under 12 years of age were seized to be raised Roman Catholic with
those serving as “foster parents” telling the children that their parents had died.
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III. The Trials of the Journey.
A. The winter of 1731 was notable for its harsh cold and storms
with the main body of the Salzburgers being forced to travel
through a terrible winter storm.
B. As the 21,475 expelled Salzburgers traveled toward Germany
they had to suffer many indignities.
1. Their children walked or rode in wooden wagons loaded with
baggage and as they traveled, the exiles’ savings were
quickly drained. They were set upon by highwaymen, who
seized taxes, tolls and payment for protection by soldiers from
robbers.
2.

C.

The Forced March of the Salzbur
gers in the Winter of 1731

More than 16,000 Salzburgers settled in East Prussia, 200 traveled
to Holland, and 300 to the United States of America at the invitation of the Trustees of the Colony of
Georgia.

Reverend Samuel Urisperger, Pastor of St. Anna’s Lutheran Church in Augsburg, Germany, working
through the “Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge” in England, made arrangements for
the group of Salzburgers to travel to Georgia.
1. It took this group of Salzburgers until 1733 to arrive at Augsburg after which
the traveled down the Rhine River to Rotterdam, Holland.
a. It was at Rotterdam that the group was met by Lutheran pastors Johann
Martin Botzius, age 31, and Israel Christian Gronau, age 27.
b. These two pastors and their congregation of 37 families boarded the ship
Purysburg and sailed to Dover, England, where they celebrated Christmas
and New Years.
2.

Continuing in their search for freedom to worship as Lutherans without per
secution they reboarded the Purysburg and left England on January 8, 1734,
for the eight week Atlantic crossing after which the ship was nearly wrecked
on a sandbar off the coast of South Carolina.

3.

Finally, on March 12, 1734, the first transport of Salzburgers landed at
of the Georgia Salzburgers
Savannah and were greeted by General James Oglethorpe and the City
welcomed the Salzburgers by erecting a tent and serving a breakfast of rice soup.

4.

General Oglethorpe led the settlers to a plot of land located on Ebenezer Creek several miles inland
from the Savannah River, where they suffered many severe hardships, with many dying from sickness
and the soil at the site was infertile.

5.

In 1736, the Salzburgers were allowed to move to the present site at New Ebenezer at the confluence
of Ebenezer Creek and the Savannah River and the town grew to a population of 1,200 by 1741.

Pastor Martin Botzius Leader

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church,
New Ebenezer, Georgia (ELCA)
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The Prussian Union of 1817
(With deep gratitude to Rev. Dr. Kurt Marquart and the use of his book, “Anatomy
of An Explosion,” Concordia Theological Seminary Press, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 1977)

I.

Following the Reformation, an Age of Pietism swept the European Continent.
A. This was a movement which stressed life rather than doctrine, sanctification, rather than justification,
and experience rather than sacraments.
1. At first the Lutherans enamored of Pietism’s attraction (which is the Law),
tried to hold on to the fullness of Lutheran doctrine, meaning only to stress
the necessary spiritual fruit in the lives of Christians.
2.

Unfortunately with too much stress on sanctification instead of justification,
there occurred a onesided concentration on private piety, feelings of
closeness to God, small prayer groups, and Bible study circles and many
became mired in an unhealthy subjectivism.

3.

The advancement of the Pietistic movement gained impetus under the well
intended writings of Lutheran pastor Jacob Spener and particularly his
introduction to John Arndt's popular sermons based on the Gospel
Jacob Spener 16351705 Lutheran
readings for the church year. This introduction ultimately became
Pastor and the Father of Pietism
more popular than the work it intended to merely introduce and was
published separately under the title Pia Desideria in 1675, and became something of a sensation at
8
the time thus earning Spener the moniker "Father of Pietism."

B. The Church’s public and sacramental life came to be disdained as was public preaching in preference to
personal piety.
1. Prior to Pietism’s advance, Lutherans understood that the maintenance of pure doctrine depended
on a quia subscription to the Lutheran Confessions meaning that the doctrine of the Confessions was
true because it was a correct exposition of the Word of God.
2.

8

Under Pietism’s influence Confessional subscription was reduced to a quatenus subscription
meaning that the Confessions were correct only in so far as they were in agreement with the Holy
Scriptures. (While this sounds right, it clearly implies a subjective view that some or most of the
Lutheran Confessions might not be a correct exposition of God’s Word and the individual gets to
choose.)
a. Essentially a quatenus subscription to the Confessions meant that one might reject anything with
which they disagreed rendering the Confession a nonbinding document.
b. This difference remains today between theologians of the ELCA and even within the LCMS and it
is still based on Pietism’s false claims.

Spener, Jacob, Pia Desideria, p. 15, Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 1964.

17

Our Lutheran Heritage Part I (11/01/2011)

C.

The Pietistic Movement believed with a vengeance in the supremacy of human reason. Pietism arose at
the beginning of the socalled “Age of Enlightenment” (Sparked by philosophers like John Locke (1632
1704) and Baruch Spinoza (16321677), and mathematician
Issac Newton (16431727), and others.
1. A socalled “elite cultural movement of intellectuals” who
sought to reform society of all its ills through the employ
ment of human reason as the final arbiter of the truth, and
was entirely anticlergy and antichurch.
2.

Pietism was religion’s response to incorporate elements of the
Age of the Enlightenment into the Christian faith, the unfor
tunate fruit of which we are still enduring.

3.

Thus the Christian religion became mancentered rather than God centered, the mysteries of the
faith were regarded as superstitious piffle and ancient nonsense.

Newton, Spinoza & Locke – Fathers of
the Age of Enlightenment

D. Having denigrated doctrine, elevated man’s response to faith, and denying the authority of the pastors
or other leaders of the Church, religion in Europe became essentially meaningless and people left the
churches in droves.
1. To this day the Churches of Europe and the Lutheran Church in particular have not recovered from
the malaise of mancentered focus in worship and theology.
2.

In the United States of America, the very same emphasis is seen today:
a. Worship which is seen as appealing to the emotions and to practical living is the reincarnation of
Pietism.
b. The establishment of small group Bible studies with those attending presenting their subjective
views and which often serve as substitute “congregations” are precisely the same thing that
occurred within the Age of Pietism.
c. Such study without the trained guidance of a pastor who is called to teach, creates sheep
without their shepherd and the biblical model of the church (People + Pastor) is destroyed.

II. Out of the Pietism and Enlightenment of Europe the Prussian Union was Born.
A. Mixed with the political turmoil brought about by the rise and fall of Napoleon (17691821) in the
aftermath of the French Revolution (17891799), a wellintended Prussian King, Frederick Wilhelm III
(17971840), set about to renew and restore a crumbling Christendom.
1. In this effort he set about to unite the two main religious groups in this, the largest
and most powerful of the German states.
a. The majority of the subjects in Wilhelm’s kingdom were Lutheran, but the King
was of the Calvinist persuasion.
b. in 1808 Wilhelm merged the Lutheran and Reformed church administration
into one single government department.
c. Strangely, King Wilhelm appointed an unbeliever: Baron von Altenstein, as the
Minister for Spiritual Affairs who was known to discuss over his dinner table
whether or not Christianity could endure for another thirty years.
King Frederick Wilhelm III – Perse

th

2.

For the 300 Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation (October 31, 1817),
cutor of Lutherans 1798 to 1840
Wilhelm commanded a combined LutheranReformed communion service in
his court chapel, but the King was disappointed that this was not widely imitated in his kingdom.

3.

In 1821 the infamous Agende, or liturgybook, with its compromise form of service was issued but it
was not widely accepted.
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4.

Finally, impatient and irritated by the widespread opposition to his unification plans, the King simply
ordered the introduction of the union liturgy, including the Reformed custom of breaking the host for
th
the 300 Anniversary in celebration of the Augsburg Confession in 1830.
a. After all it was peace and life that mattered more than old dogmatical formulae.
b. Doctrine simply had to be sacrificed for the sake of peace…a concept we still find prevalent
today.

B. Now distinctively Lutheran worship was simply forbidden and those who resisted the king’s orders
were punished.
1. Conscientious Lutherans like Professor Dr. J.G. Scheibel of Breslau, were removed from their calls and
persecuted in various and incredibly ferocious ways – despite Prussia’s claims that it followed an
enlightened policy of freedom of religion!
a. Noblemen and merchants were fined heavily for allowing historic Lutheran liturgies on their
properties.
b. Lutherans had to meet secretly in the deep woods, in cellars, and barns to worship as faithful
Lutherans.
c. Betrayal of faithful pastors to the government was rewarded with bloodmoney payments.
2.

Midwives were ordered to report the birth of all Lutheran children and Lutheran baptisms were
declared invalid by the State.
a. Lutheran babies were sometimes forcibly rebaptized in the official union churches under police
compulsion.
b. Parents were punished with fines or imprisonment.

3.

In one village the faithful Lutherans were attacked on Christmas Eve by a military force of 500 men,
who drove weeping women away from the church with swords and bayonets, forced open the church
doors, and “installed” the union pastor with his union liturgy and the army refused to end the occu
pation until the protesting parishioners would start attending the union services.

III. Out of King Wilhelm’s Prussian Union Persecution of the Lutherans, the Confessional
Awakening Came.
A. In answer to the unrelenting persecution of the Lutherans of Prussia, waves of Lutheran emigrants left
Germany in mass movement to America and Australia so that they might be free to worship as true
Lutherans.
1. This mass movement of Lutherans to the New World laid the foundations of the Confessional
Lutheran Churches in both Australia and the United States.
2.

Several boatloads of the socalled “Old Lutherans” sailed right by the royal palace in Potsdam singing
old Lutheran chorales on their way to the New World and were observed by Bishop Eylert (the king’s
spiritual advisor) who remarked concerning his and the king’s reaction:
“My heart became soft and sorrowful, and I sighed: Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do. The other day I heard that the King said about the emigrants at the royal table: Don’t like
hearing about it; it is unpleasant for Me. Unheard of in a country in which freedom of religion and
conscience rules. But freedom is not unbridled license, which cancels all order and refuses all
obedience. The misguided people call themselves Lutherans. What would Luther say if he were still
alive. Pity! May they fare well.”

B. Only after the death of King Wilhelm in 1840 was the hitherto underground Lutheran church allowed to
exist in Prussia as an independent body.
1. Unfortunately the damage had already been done and the Prussian Union remained in various forms.
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C.

2.

During Nazi Germany’s time of influence it became known as the German Evangelical Church but at
the end of World War II it reorganized as Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland or EKD and thus it
remains to this day.

3.

While not a church body in the normal sense, it is a fellowship of 22 Lutheran, Calvinist, and other
Reformed bodies all of whom celebrate full altar and pulpit fellowship despite wide differences of
doctrine.

In America and Australia new Confessional Lutheran bodies came into being:
1. The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (1847)
2.

Other Lutheran emigrants establish settlements in Buffalo, New York, Saginaw Valley, Michigan,
Northern Ohio, and Iowa.

3.

Emigrants from Klemzig, Germany, arrive in Australia 1838, let by Rev. August Kavel.
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ADDENDA
1. The Index Liborum Prohibitorum
The Index Librorum Prohibitorum ("List of Prohibited Books") was a list of publications prohibited by the Catholic
Church. A first version (the Pauline Index) was promulgated by Pope Paul IV in 1559, and a revised and somewhat
relaxed form (the Tridentine Index) was authorized at the Council of Trent. The promulgation of the Index marked
the "turning-point in the freedom of enquiry" in the Catholic world. The final (20th) edition appeared in 1948, and
it was formally abolished on 14 June 1966 by Pope Paul VI.
The avowed aim of the list was to protect the faith and morals of the faithful by preventing the reading of immoral
books or works containing theological errors. Books thought to contain such errors included some scientific works
by leading astronomers such as Johannes Kepler's Epitome astronomiae Copernicianae, which was on the Index
from 1621 to 1835. The various editions of the Index also contained the rules of the Church relating to the reading,
selling and preemptive censorship of books, including translations of the Bible into the "common tongues."
Canon law still recommends that works concerning sacred Scripture, theology, canon law, church history, and any
writings which specially concern religion or good morals, be submitted to the judgment of the local Ordinary. The
local Ordinary consults someone whom he considers competent to give a judgment and, if that person gives the
nihil obstat ("nothing forbids") the local Ordinary grants the imprimatur ("let it be printed"). Members of religious
institutes require the imprimi potest (it can be printed) of their major superior to publish books on matters of
religion or morals.
Some of the scientific works that were on early editions of the Index (e.g. on heliocentrism) have long been
routinely taught at Catholic universities worldwide. Giordano Bruno, whose books were on the Index, was burned
alive at the stake in Rome; in 1889, a monument was erected to him and at that site, he is annually commemor
ated by atheists and freethinkers. In 2002, a retired Roman Catholic bishop gave his personal approval to the
writings of Maria Valtorta, which had been on the Index (though never in a printed edition) and which have still
not been given official Church approval. Mary Faustina Kowalska, whose writings were likewise forbidden, was
canonized in 2000, and Antonio RosminiSerbati, one of whose works was on the Index, was beatified in 2007. The
developments since the abolition of the Index signify "the loss of relevance of the Index in the 21st century."
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2. Chart of Authority for Papal or Concilliary Magisterium
Teacher:

Level of Magisterium:

Degree of certitude:

Assent required:

1. Pope ex cathedra

Extraordinary (and
universal)

Infallible on matters of
faith and morals

Full Assent of Faith

2. Bishops, in union with
Pope, defining doc
trine at General
Council

Extraordinary (and uni
versal teaching of the
Church)

Infallible on matters of
faith and morals

Full Assent of Faith

3. Bishops proposing de
finitively, dispersed,
but in unison, in un
ion with Pope

Ordinary and universal
teaching of the Church

Infallible

Full Assent of Faith

4. Pope

Ordinary

Authoritative but
noninfallible

Religious submission of
intellect and will

5. Bishops

Ordinary

Authoritative but
noninfallible

Religious submission of
intellect and will

6. Theologians

None

Fallible

None

7. Priests

None

Fallible

None
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