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ACELC Annual Business Meeting Minutes 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas 
April 18, 2013, 9:30am 

 
 

 
1. Opening Prayer – Rev. Clint Poppe led an opening devotion from Psalm 119:46 (“I will 

speak of your testimonies before kings.”) and gave the opening prayer. 
 

2. Welcome – Rev. Clint Poppe welcomed everyone to the business meeting. 
 

Before the meeting began, Rev. Kurt Hering discussed The Augustana Ministerium (TAM) 
and it was suggested that TAM and the ACELC work together on the problem of the Office of 
the Holy Ministry.  The TAM annual conference will be August 19-21, 2013, near Chicago. 

 

3. Approve Minutes – A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes of 
the ACELC Annual Business Meeting held February 9, 2012. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report – Rev. Drew Newman for Connie Brammeier.  Rev. Newman distrib-
uted financial reports dated April 14, 2013 (attached at the end of these minutes).  He said 
that we have received about $7,000 in conference registrations.  Since April 14th we have 
paid out about $3,800 for the conference.  A motion was made, seconded and adopted to 
receive the treasurer’s report until it is reviewed. 

 

5. Membership –  
 

 Since our annual meeting last year (February 9, 2013), we received eight Associate Mem-
bers; the total is now twenty-seven.  We received three new Congregation Members (Shep-
herd of the Hills Lutheran, McMinnville, Tennessee; Saint Paul Lutheran, Holstein, Nebras-
ka; Zion Lutheran, Juniata, Nebraska); the total is now twenty-three.  We have 159 signers 
on the Fraternal Admonition. 

 

 Rev. Poppe asked that we continue to encourage others to look at our documents.  A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to accept the membership report.  In thanksgiving to God, 
we sang the doxology.  Rev. Poppe said that while we like associate members, the goal is for 
congregations to join the ACELC. 

 

6. Reports from ACELC Board Members –  
 

A. Documents (Rev. Bruce Ley).   
 

1) Updates Resulting from February 9, 2012, Business Meeting.  Since the 
2012 business meeting, Rev. Ley and Ginny Valleau made the appropriate updates to 
the appropriate ACELC documents as directed by the ACELC membership at the 
February 9, 2012, annual business meeting.   

 

The updates have been posted at the web site.  An email blast was sent out (July 19, 
2012) announcing the changes.  On August 10, 2012, a cover letter, updated copies of 
the Fraternal Admonition and two updated error documents (Service of Women and 
Office of the Holy Ministry) were mailed to the Praesidium, the two seminary presi-
dents, the CTCR Executive Director and the 35 district presidents. 

 

While making document updates we found some minor errors that we fixed, such as 
a convention date or place, the author of a citation, a resolution number, a typo-
graphical error, etc. 
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We updated our Governing Guidelines with the change that came out of the 2012 
Business Meeting.  [We agreed that lay representatives would be limited to male 
laymen.]  The change was made and the copy at the web site was updated on 
October 24, 2012. 

 

2) Predestination.  During last year’s Annual Meeting, the membership asked for 
studies on predestination.  As a result, we posted a link at the website under the 
Teaching Materials tab titled “Mission of the Church and Evangelism.”  We added a 
document (Mission of the Church and God’s Eternal Foreknowledge [Predestina-
tion] and Election) where we explained why we have done this, and included in that 
document Article XI (God’s Eternal Foreknowledge and Election) of the Epitome. 

 

Two studies have been posted:  Rev. Bolland’s paper on predestination (The Church’s 
Mission and Evangelism:  What It Is and What It Is Not) was posted July 12, 2012.  
Rev. Tim Tolar’s paper on predestination (Predestination Revisited:  Is the sinner 
predestined unto salvation unto faith or in view of faith:….) was posted Decem-
ber 19, 2012.   

 

3) We also posted the following at the web site:   
 

a. Our Lutheran Heritage – Part II:  The Rise, Fall and Retention of Confessional 
Lutheranism in America by Rev. Bolland.  Posted October 30, 2012. 

 

b. How Can We Give a Witness for Jesus Christ in the Public Square While Avoid-
ing the Errors of Unionism and Syncretism?  By Daniel Preus (Feb 17-18, 2003).  
Rev. Newman set up a link to the paper. 

 

c. We created ten teaching outlines to go along with the ten error documents and 
posted them to the web site.  These are for pastors to use when teaching their 
elders and congregations prior to joining the ACELC. 

 

4) Ongoing document projects: 
 

a. The CCM Minutes of September 03-04, 2011, where they responded to 
questions regarding the ACELC (CCM Opinion 11-2589).  Rev. Bolland prepared 
a document “Response from ACELC to CCM (Commission on Constitutional 
Matters) Opinion 11-2589 (09/3-4/2011).”  The Board plans to compose cover 
letters and emails and send Rev. Bolland’s response to the ACELC Member Cong-
regations and all Associate Members, wait a short time and then mail a cover 
letter and document to the CCM.  Then we will write an email blast and at the 
same time the email blast is sent, post the cover letter and document to our web 
site. 

 

Rev. Poppe reported that we happened to discover that the CCM discussed the 
ACELC in September 2011; they did not notify us or ask for our feedback.  Some-
one on the board happened to come across the CCM minutes and noticed the 
ACLEC was discussed by name.  Rev. Poppe said that two or three CCM mem-
ber’s terms (including the Chairman) are due to expire and President Harrison 
plans to replace them with members who are more confessional. 

 

The comment was made that sending the ACELC response to the congregations 
will give them an opportunity to get behind (affirm) it.  The CCM opinion has 
been used against the ACELC at circuit meetings. 

 

The Board of Directors will proceed as indicated in the first paragraph above 
under 6., A., 4), a. 

 

b. The Three ACELC Dissents to the CTCR (Role of Women; Lay Ministry and 
DELTO; Unionism and Syncretism).  On March 03, 2013, we received a cover 
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letter and responses for each of our dissents to the CTCR (Commission on 
Theology and Church Relations).  On March 18, we emailed copies of the CTCR 
responses (and our original dissents) to the ACELC member congregations and 
let them know the dissents will be discussed at the annual meeting in Austin.  See 
8., B., below. 

 

 Rev. Poppe said he talked with one ACELC pastor who said that perhaps the 
CTCR response is a blueprint for how to do our next dissent.  The question is how 
long should we hold the dissents in abeyance?  Should we rework them and send 
them in again?  Can we read the CTCR’s “not..a formal or final response” to each 
response as a positive thing?  We will post the ACELC dissents and the CTCR’s 
responses to the ACELC web site. 

 

c. Pastoral Vacations & Vacancies.  A Board member is addressing the issue of 
dealing with pastoral vacations and vacancies.  The issue will probably be add-
ressed in a supplement to the ACELC error document on the Office of the Holy 
Ministry.  We hope to include good practices that uphold correct doctrine.  The 
goal is to have the report ready before the next conference. 

 

 During the discussion someone said that the above issue includes the matter of 
intentional interim pastors.  Rev. Bremer is helping with a vacancy and they want 
to call a pastor.  The call list includes an ACELC Associate Member.  The District 
President called attention to that fact and explained what that means by quoting 
from our web site.  That was okay because the District President let the ACELC 
statement stand on its own merit; it also gave Rev. Bremer an opportunity to tell 
the congregation about the ACELC.   

 

Rev. Poppe said that if a pastor is in trouble, he should not resign.  He should 
immediately call for help; he and Rev. Bremer have a lot of experience in this 
area. 

 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the documents report.  A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to include [in the minutes] the fact that each of the 
three points above [in 6., A., 4), a., b. and c.] were discussed and briefly include what 
was discussed. 

 

B. Speaker’s Bureau (Rev. Daniel Bremer).  Rev. Bremer reported that he has not done a 
lot of on-site visiting with congregations; he talks with pastors at conferences regarding 
visits.  It is important that, when visits are made, congregations help with the finances.  
Rev. Bremer said it is very much an uphill battle even among likeminded people.  For 
example, some confessional pastors in Nebraska think we are wrong because we are in-
volving the laity and the congregations.  Rev. Gier suggested that when we hear re-
sponses like that, we need to challenge the person; ask them for the scriptural and con-
fessional basis for their answer. 

 

C. Technology/Media (Bart Goddard and Rev. Newman).  If anyone has any ideas for the 
web site, contact Dr. Goddard and Rev. Newman.  An appeal was made for help with the 
blogs; contact Rev. Sawyer if anyone wants to help.  Rev. Newman asked that when we 
send emails to the congregations that the member pastors and representatives let us 
know the email was received and that it is being shared with the congregations. 

 

Documentary Video (Rev. Perry Copus / Rev. Sawyer).  Rev. Poppe made an appeal 
for funds for the documentary video.  A promo for the video was shown during the 
ACELC banquet on April 17.  It was very well received. 
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D. 2014 Free Conference & Business Meeting (Rev. Sawyer and Rev. Gier) 
 

The 2014 Free Conference will be at Our Redeemer in Cedar Falls, Iowa, Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25 to Thursday, February 27, 2014.  We had previously decided that the theme of 
the conference would be Christ for Us:  The Office of the Holy Ministry.  However, in 
view of the recent problem in the LCMS with unionism and syncretism, the Board would 
like to consider changing the theme.  Following are the ten issues: 
 

01 - Pure Doctrine (Covered at 2011 Conference) 
02 - Holy Communion (Covered at 2012 Conference) 
03 - Divine Services & Liturgical Offices (Covered at 2013 Conference) 
04 - Unionism and Syncretism 
05 - Service of Women in the Church (Order of Creation) 
06 - Office of the Holy Ministry 
07 - Unbiblical Removal of Pastors from their Calls 
08 - Church's Mission and Her Evangelistic Task 
09 - Ecclesiastical Supervision 
10 - Dispute Resolution 

 

A discussion was held regarding the topic to address for the 2014 conference.  Rev. Pop-
pe asked for a show of hands (ACELC members and visitors) on whether to do #06 (Of-
fice of the Holy Ministry) or #04 (Unionism and Syncretism). 

 

Two-thirds of the group favors the Office of the Holy Ministry (including how men are 
put into office and how they are removed, e.g., the “Divine Deposal” document) and one-
third voted for Unionism and Syncretism.  The board will take the vote into account as 
they make the final decision. 

 

7. Unfinished Business – None. 
 

8. New Business – 
 

A. ACELC Board of Director Terms and Elections.  Terms for the Board of Directors 
expire July 19, 2013 (two years from the date the outgoing Steering Committee and in-
coming Board of Directors met in Kansas City, Missouri).  The board recommends that 
the elections be held at today’s meeting. 

 

Following is what the Governing Guidelines say regarding terms of office (Article V: 
Officers and Duties), 3: 

 

The above officers shall be voting members of the board and shall hold their respective 
offices for two year terms.  They are elected by a simple majority of the Representative 
Assembly.  This can be done during Representative Assembly meetings or electronically. 

 

During the Board’s March 14, 2013, meeting all members of the Board were polled and 
they all agreed to stand for re-election, except the Vice-Chairman, Rev. Sawyer, who 
would prefer not to serve another term at this time. 
 

At the beginning of the discussion, Rev. Poppe reported that he persuaded Rev. Sawyer 
to stand for re-election.  Rev. Bremer suggested that terms be staggered so that exper-
ienced members stay in office when new members are elected.   
 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed that the elections be held today (April 18) 
during the meeting. 
 

Someone checked the organization’s Governance Guidelines and we need to elect four 
pastors and one layman.  Laymen can fill the positions of Chairman of the Speaker’s 
Bureau and Chairman of Technology/Media.  The Treasurer and Secretary are appointed 
positions. 
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Rev. Poppe called for nominations for board members.  He received the following 
nominations:  Rev. Rick Pettey, Rev. Clint Poppe, Rev. Dan Bremer, Rev. Bruce Ley, 
Rev. Rick Sawyer, Dr. Bart Goddard, Rev. Dan Freeman and Rev. Drew Newman.  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to close the nominations. 
 

Rev. Harris and Dr. Goddard made paper ballots and distributed them to ACELC mem-
ber pastors and lay representatives with instructions to vote for up to five candidates.  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed that Rev. Harris and Dr. Goddard tabulate the 
ballots. 
 

The following were elected for two-year terms:  Rev. Clint Poppe, Rev. Dan Bremer, 
Rev. Bruce Ley, Rev. Rick Sawyer and Dr. Bart Goddard.  The ballots were destroyed. 

 

B. The CTCR Responses to the ACELC Dissents – As noted in item 6., A., 4). b), 
above, we received responses from the CTCR on our three dissents: 

 

a) Submitted August 03, 2011 – Dissent to 2004 Synodical Resolution 3-08A, “To Affirm the 
Conclusions of the 1994 CTCR Report: The Service of Women in Congregational and 
Synodical Offices.” 

 

b) Submitted December 22, 2011 – Dissent to four Synodical resolutions that deal with 
Unionism/Syncretism. 

 

c) Submitted January 24, 2012 – Dissent to 1989 Resolution 3-05B:  To Adopt Recom-
mendations of Lay Worker Study Committee Report as Amended. 

 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to poll the ACELC member congregations to 
see whether we should hold the ACELC dissents in abeyance or prepare an immediate 
response to the CTCR responses to our dissents.  The decision will be based on a simple 
majority of the congregations that respond. 

 

C. 501(C) (3) Non-Profit Status for the ACELC.  We are in the process of trying to 
get non-profit status for the ACELC. 

 

Rev. Poppe recounted how we intentionally did not get 501(C) (3) non-profit status 
when the organization was formed.  Rev. Copus recommended that we get an attorney 
or a volunteer attorney and an accountant involved in the process.  The IRS charges a 
one-time $350.00 user fee.  The board will consider an attorney and/or a Certified 
Public Accountant with non-profit experience. 

 

D. Other New Business - 
 

1) The assembly had an application for associate membership from Rev. Scott Ray from 
Garber, Oklahoma.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to receive Rev. Scott 
into ACELC associate membership. 

 

2) Rev. Gier asked for suggestions on how we should address new seminary graduates 
regarding ACELC.  What we have done so far is to mail letters to all new seminary 
graduates.  David Rosenkoetter suggested putting out a quarterly journal or news-
letter for pastors; share news of what we are doing.  The suggestion was also made to 
have booths at conferences; this idea was dropped because it could potentially reduce 
the organization to the status of just another vendor. 

 

Regarding the question of whether seminary students and prospective students 
should speak out or suffer in silence, the advice was to be circumspect, yet stand 
firm.  Another suggestion was to consult Rev. Paul Nus, who published confessional 
documents before he attended seminary. 
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3) Rev. Ley suggested that congregations add information to their church letterhead 
that they are ACELC members.  [After the meeting, Rev. Ley emailed a sample of his 
congregation’s letterhead showing their ACELC membership.] 

 

9. Motion to Adjourn – A motion was made, seconded and passed to adjourn the meeting.  
The meeting ended at 12:15pm.  Rev. Poppe gave the closing prayer. 

 

 
 
 
 

Ginny Valleau 
Secretary, ACELC Board of Directors 
April 26, MMXIII (Minutes Approved:   _______________) 
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Attachment to ACELC Minutes of Business Meeting April 18, 2013 
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