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The Doctrine of Election in Lutheran Hymnody 
 

When Pr. Poppe asked me to talk about election, he wanted me to talk about election and 

missions, and, if I remember correctly, he wanted me to articulate the doctrine of election so as 

to blast the false teaching that we could do anything to affect the number of God’s elect in 

heaven.  You see that kind of urgency promoted by those enamored by sectarian evangelism in 

the LC-MS.  I think someone even started snapping his fingers once to mark out the number of 

people entering hell while we just sit here and do nothing.   

 

So I studied for it, and I found out that Heath Curtis already wrote an amazing paper about it 

called “Freed from the Shopkeeper’s Prison,” which applies the Biblical doctrine of election as 

articulated so well in our Formula of Concord to evangelism and missions.  A short summary of 

his paper would be this.  That just as the doctrine of God’s election by grace protects us from the 

false teaching of Arminianism, which teaches us that we have some influence on our salvation by 

deciding whether or not we want to believe the Gospel, so also this comforting doctrine protects 

us from functional Arminianism, which teaches us that we can somehow be responsible for 

plucking one of Jesus’ sheep out of his hand.  Just as God’s gracious choosing of us in Christ is 

the cause for our entire salvation, and so excludes any contribution of our own will, so also 

God’s gracious election cannot be thwarted by the so-called sin Christians failing to manufacture 

as many critical events as possible so that fewer people go to hell.  Since we have the grace of 

God, we do our work in the vineyard joyfully, knowing that whoever plants or waters, it is God 

who gives the increase, and that His  gracious will is being done.  This means we don’t have to 

change our worship or methods to please the heathen who might be brought to critical event if 

we only get rid of Lutheran hymns and liturgy and dress our pastors in Hawaiian T-shirts.  The 

sheep will hear the voice of their Shepherd, and we should arrange our worship, preaching, and 

evangelism to cast the full counsel of God into the proverbial sea.   

 

Now that I’ve summarized what Pr. Curtis explains so much better, I can now talk about what I 

really want to talk about, which is the doctrine of Election in Lutheran hymns.  Seriously though, 

please read Pr. Curtis’s paper, “Freed from the Shopkeeper’s Prison.”  I will touch on a few 

things he says in the following paper.   

 

I am going to explain how our Lutheran hymns teach and protect the doctrine of election, and 

how they conversely defend us from all the errors that pervert this blessed and comforting 

doctrine.  One could do this with any article of our faith, but election is a special case, because 

included in God’s gracious election to eternal life is the whole context of the Gospel.   

 

The doctrine of election is a practical one. God wants us to know that He chose us from eternity 

to save us.  We come to know that God chose us when we read the Bible and hear it preached.  

God does not want us to consider His gracious choosing us with the light of our own reason or 

the Law.  His choosing us can only be found by grace, as Robert Preus summarizes in A 

Contemporary Look at the Formula of Concord. 

 

The Solid Declaration teaches that we make sure of our personal election by simply 

applying to ourselves the many verses of Scripture telling of God’s universal love (e.g. 

John 3:16), Christ’s universal atonement (e.g.. John 1:29; 1 John 1:7; 2:2), and the 



2 

 

universality of the Gospel call (e.g., Matt. 11:28; Rom. 3:22). As I learn to know that God 

in history has loved me and saved me in Christ, that He in time has now called me 

effectually through the Gospel, I know also that He has loved me and saved me and 

called me from eternity.  In that my certainty of election consists.  My certainty of 

election comes about as I appropriate to myself and particularize God’s universal grace in 

Christ.1 

 

This is why Luther urges that we keep to the order in which Paul teaches Christian doctrine in his 

epistle to the Romans. He writes in his Preface to the Book of Romans, 

 

As to yourself, I say: Follow the order of this epistle. Occupy your mind with Christ and 

His Gospel in order that you may know your sin and His grace, and then wrestle with 

your sin, as chaps. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 have taught you to do. After you have arrived 

at the eighth chapter and are subjected to crosses and sufferings, you will be rightly 

taught how comforting predestination is, as explained in chaps. 9, 10, and 11. For outside 

of a condition of suffering, cross-bearing, and mortal anguish, a person cannot 

contemplate predestination without injury to himself and without harbouring a secret 

grudge against God. Therefore Adam must be quite dead before a person can bear to 

listen to this teaching and drink of this strong wine. Beware, then, of drinking wine while 

you are still a suckling infant. There is a proper limit, time, and age for every doctrine.2  

 

 

  God does not want us to think about His choosing us to be saved by means of our own reason 

and understanding, or to approach His gracious election to adoption as sons with the Law.  Every 

attempt to figure out why some are elected and others aren’t is an assault on the divine majesty.  

It is an attempt to be God, as if our poor knowledge of good and evil could discern what God in 

His wisdom has hidden from us.  We should seek what God says about our election only from 

His Word that can’t deceive us; otherwise we will be driven to one of two extremes.  Either our 

reason will lead us to think of God as holding some sort of military muster, decreeing who is 

going to heaven and who is going to hell, which would lead us to either despair or not caring at 

all about what God does, since we will think there’s nothing we can do to change anything; or 

our reason will lead us to think that we by our own efforts can cause God to choose us by any act 

of our will, by our decision, which denies grace alone and leads us to rely on ourselves, resulting 

in either Pharisaic works-righteousness or once again, despair.   

 

In order to guard us against false teachings that would tempt us to fall into either of these two 

ditches, the Solid Declaration of the Formula of Concord sets forth the Scriptural doctrine very 

clearly and plainly.  We do not learn the doctrine of election only in one particular article of 

doctrine, such as the doctrine of God, or the doctrine of the bondage of the will.  Rather, God 

wants us always to consider His choosing us by grace in the context of the whole Gospel.  The 

attempt by later teachers of Lutheran orthodoxy to establish a wide sense of God’s gracious 

election, which considers everything God does for our salvation, and a narrow sense, which 

considers how God elects us to faith, led to the ruinous teaching of intuitu fidei (in view of faith).  

This finally makes our faith a cause of God’s election, which in fact God’s gracious election is 

 
1 Preus 275-76 
2 Luther’s Preface 20 (Lutheran Publishing House: Adelaide 1966) 
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the cause of our faith.  But God granting us faith is included in God’s election, in the context of 

the Gospel.  This was the main point of the Predestinarian Contoversy in the Missouri, Ohio, and 

Norwegian Synods in the 19th Century.    

 

The “Eight Points” Taken Together in Considering Election 

 

Trying to view God’s gracious election with our reason, or attempting to pray into the 

divine majesty or view predestination as an object of philosophical speculation will 

always and inevitably rob poor sinners of the comfort God wants this doctrine to give us.  

Robert Preus explains, 

 

Predestination must be viewed in the context of the Gospel, in the light of Christ’s 

universal redemption, the effectiveness of the means of grace, justification by 

faith, the sanctification of the Spirit, and certainty of eternal life for all who are 

elected, called, and justified (SD XI 15-22).3   

 

The Formula gives us eight points that summarize the teaching of the Gospel, that ought 

to be taken together so that we might be comforted by God’s election by grace.  I will 

quote directly from the Formula, because it is very beautifully stated. 

 

If we wish to think or speak correctly and profitably concerning eternal election, or the 

predestination and ordination of the children of God to eternal life, we should accustom 

ourselves not to speculate concerning the bare, secret, concealed, inscrutable 

foreknowledge of God, but how the counsel, purpose, and ordination of God in Christ 

Jesus, who is the true Book of Life, is revealed to us through the Word,  namely, that the 

entire doctrine concerning the purpose, counsel, will, and ordination of God pertaining to 

our redemption, call, justification, and salvation should be taken together; as Paul treats 

and has explained this article Rom. 8:29f ; Eph. 1:4f , as also Christ in the parable, Matt. 

22:1ff , namely, that God in His purpose and counsel ordained [decreed]: 

 

1. That the human race is truly redeemed and reconciled with God through Christ, who, 

by His faultless [innocenct] obedience, suffering, and death, has merited for us the 

righteousness which avails before God, and eternal life. 

 

2. That such merit and benefits of Christ shall be presented, offered, and distributed to us 

through His Word and Sacraments. 

 

3. That by His Holy Ghost, through the Word, when it is preached, heard, and pondered, 

He will be efficacious and active in us, convert hearts to true repentance, and preserve 

them in the true faith. 

 

4. That He will justify all those who in true repentance receive Christ by a true faith, and 

will receive them into grace, the adoption of sons, and the inheritance of eternal life. 

 

 
3 Preus 273 
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5. That He will also sanctify in love those who are thus justified, as St. Paul says, Eph. 

1:4. 

 

6. That He also will protect them in their great weakness against the devil, the world, and 

the flesh, and rule and lead them in His ways, raise them again [place His hand beneath 

them], when they stumble, comfort them under the cross and in temptation, and preserve 

them [for life eternal]. 

 

7. That He will also strengthen, increase, and support to the end the good work which He 

has begun in them, if they adhere to God's Word, pray diligently, abide in God's goodness 

[grace], and faithfully use the gifts received. 

 

 8. That finally He will eternally save and glorify in life eternal those whom He has 

elected, called, and justified. (SD XI 13-22)   

 

This is the context of the Gospel.  It is in taking these Scriptural teachings (eight points) that God 

wants us to enjoy the comfort of our election. Now that I have laid the ground work, I am going 

to demonstrate how our Lutheran hymns do precisely this.   

 

The First Point 

 

First, Christ redeemed the whole world with His blood (universal atonement).  Remember how 

Luther said that predestination cannot be understood without knowing sin, redemption, the 

efficacy of the Gospel, and the trials of sanctification and affliction?  Salvation unto Us Has 

Come is a perfect example of this.  Please turn to LSB 555, and we can sing the first stanza.   

 

Salvation unto us has come 

By God’s free grace and favor. 

Our works cannot avert our doom; 

They help and save us. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 

Who did for all the world atone; 

He is our one Redeemer. 

 

Now look at the next hymn in the LSB, 556.  We will sing stanzas 4,5, and 8. 

 

4. But God had seen my wretched state 

Before the world's foundation, 

And mindful of His mercies great, 

He planned for my salvation. 

He turned to me a father's heart; 

He did not choose the easy part 

But gave His dearest treasure. 

 

5 God said to His beloved Son: 

"It's time to have compassion. 
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Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 

And bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

Slay bitter death for them that they 

May live with You forever." 

 

"Though he will shed My precious blood, 

Me of My life bereaving, 

All this I suffer for your good; 

Be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict'ry win; 

My innocence shall bear your sin, 

And you are blest forever. 

 

Now let’s look at The Death of Jesus Christ, our Lord, LSB 634, the second stanza. 

 

He blotted out with His own blood 

The judgment that against us stood; 

For us He full atonement made, 

And all our debt He fully paid. 

 

One more example can be found in the hymn Now I Have Found the Firm Foundation, which 

was removed from LSB to make room for Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness or some 

Amy Grant song.  Here are stanzas 1 and 4, which you can join me in singing from your handout. 

 

1. Now I have found the firm foundation 

Which holds mine anchor ever sure; 

'Twas laid before the world's creation 

In Christ my Savior's wounds secure; 

Foundation which unmoved shall stay 

When heaven and earth will pass away. 

 

4. O depth of love, to me revealing 

The sea where my sins disappear! 

In Christ my wounds find perfect healing, 

There is no condemnation here; 

For Jesus' blood through earth and skies 

Forever "Mercy! Mercy!" cries. 

 

These are just a few examples.  No sect teaches as clearly that Jesus died for everyone.  We teach 

each other when we sing these hymns to seek God’s will for each of us individually in what 

Christ has done for all of us.  We apply God’s grace to ourselves when sing God’s universal love 

in Christ. 

 

Consider the hymn Amazing Grace.  It never talks about God’s grace in Christ or His grace given 

to us in the Gospel and Sacraments.  Instead, it describes the experience of faith.  But faith is not 
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the cause of our election.  Our election is the cause of our faith, and we find election as the cause 

of our faith in the Gospel that reveals the grace of God in the death Christ suffered for all sinners.   

 

This is why there is the line “How precious did that grace appear / The hour I first believed.”  

The focus is not on what the grace is or how it is found in Christ’s work, but on our appreciation 

of the grace, how precious it appeared.  That is because the author believed in a kind of “Once 

saved, always saved” doctrine, as if the only time we were really saved was the hour we first 

believed.  This hymn can be sung by Calvinists who believe that the Holy Spirit convinces them 

that they are the elect apart from the actual Gospel that Christ died for all, or this hymn can be 

sung by the Arminians, who believe they let the Holy Spirit do His work by the power of their 

own decision.  Either way, the grace of God is celebrated only in their own experience, and not 

in the truth of God’s Word.  This is in both cases a result of their false teaching on election.  

Compare this to the hymn By Grace I’m Saved 

 

By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 

Came down to earth to bear our sin; 

Was it because of your own merit, 

That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace and grace alone 

That brought Him from His heavenly throne.   

 

The Second Point 

 

The second point of the Gospel’s context is that the benefits of Christ’s redemption are given us 

through the Gospel and sacraments. Since you are already at LSB 634, let’s sing the next stanza, 

stanza 3. 

 

That this forever true shall be 

He gives a solemn guarantee: 

In this His holy Supper here 

We taste His love so sweet, so near. 

 

Our Communion hymns do this often as you can see in the hymn Jesus Christ, our Blessed 

Savior, LSB 627.  Look at stanzas 1-2, and you will see the same progression.  First, Christ’s 

universal redemption, then the benefits of this redemption given us in the sacrament. 

 

1. Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior, 

Turned away God's wrath forever; 

By His bitter grief and woe 

He saved us from the evil Foe. 

 

2. As His pledge of love undying 

He, this precious food supplying, 

Gives His body with the bread 

And with the wine the blood He shed. 
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Perhaps the clearest hymn to make this point is the hymn O How Great Is Your Compassion, 

LSB 559.  The first stanza speaks generally of God’s mercy in Christ.  Let’s sing stanzas 2-4. 

 

2 Your great love for this hath striven 

That we may, from sin made free, 

Live with You eternally. 

Your dear Son Himself has given 

And extends His gracious call, 

To His Supper leads us all. 

 

3 Firmly to our souls' salvation 

Witnesses Your Spirit, Lord, 

In Your Sacraments and Word. 

There He sends true consolation, 

Giving us the gift of faith 

That we fear not hell nor death. 

 

4 Lord, Your mercy will not leave me; 

Ever will Your truth abide. 

Then in You I will confide. 

Since Your Word cannot deceive me, 

My salvation is to me 

Safe and sure eternally. 

 

The Third Point 

 

This fourth stanza belongs to the third point, that the Holy Spirit will through the Word bring us 

to repentance and true faith and preserve us in the same.  “Since Your Word cannot deceive me, / 

My salvation is to me / Safe and sure eternally!”  What precious words!   

 

The same thing is done in our hymns about Baptism.  The first through third points are put 

together.  Look at LSB 601, All Who Believe and Are Baptized.  

 

1. All who believe and are baptized 

Shall see the Lord's salvation; 

Baptized into the death of Christ, 

They are a new creation. 

Through Christ's redemption they shall stand 

Among the glorious, heav'nly band 

Of ev'ry tribe and nation. 

 

2. With one accord, O God, we pray: 

Grant us Your Holy Spirit. 

Help us in our infirmity 

Through Jesus' blood and merit. 

Grant us to grow in grace each day 
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That by this sacrament we may 

Eternal life inherit. 

 

Notice how baptism leads us to consider Christ’s redemption, and then how we express faith that 

God will lead us to repentance and faith and eternal life.  You see the same thing in the hymn 

God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It. The Gospel and sacaraments are the means by which Christ’s 

universal redemption are applied to us and by which the Holy Spirit preserves us in the faith.  

 

Perhaps the most moving and personal articulation of this is in the hymn How Lovely Shines the 

Morning Star, which isn’t in LSB.  You can sing along from the handout.   

 

A pledge of peace from God I see 

When Thy pure eyes are turned to me 

To show me Thy good pleasure. 

Jesus, Thy Spirit and Thy Word, 

Thy body and Thy blood, afford 

My soul its dearest treasure. 

Keep me  

Kindly 

In Thy favor,  

O my Savior! 

Thou wilt cheer me; 

Thy Word calls me to draw near Thee. 

 

Salvation unto Us Has Come also treats this endurance in the faith by means of the Gospel and 

sacraments.  LSB 555, stanza 7, 

 

Let me not doubt, but truly see 

Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

And I shall never perish. 

 

The hymn I Know My Faith Is Founded grounds our faith in Christ and in the Scriptures alone.  

Neumeister here also teaches us to avoid speculation about election by attacking our reason, and 

pointing us only to the divine Word in the Scriptures. The first stanza goes like this.   

 

1. I know my faith is founded 

On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 

And this my faith confessing 

Unmoved I stand upon His Word. 

Man's reason cannot fathom 

The truth of God profound; 

Who trusts her subtle wisdom 
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Relies on shifting ground. 

God's Word is all-sufficient, 

It makes divinely sure, 

And trusting in its wisdom, 

My faith shall rest secure. 

 

The Fourth Point 

 

God justifies and makes His children and heirs those who truly repent and believe in Christ.  

Here we have the doctrine of justification joined to God’s adopting us as sons.  Consider the last 

stanza of Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit, which I have printed here because it’s better in TLH. 

 

4. Nor any creature ever 

Shall from the love of God 

This wretched sinner sever; 

For in my Savior's blood 

This love its fountain taketh; 

He hears my faithful prayer 

And nevermore forsaketh 

His own dear child and heir.  

 

Notice that we express repentance with “This wretched sinner” and cling to Christ’s 

righteousness when we sing “In my Savior’s blood.”  Each person individually confesses that he 

is God’s own dear children and heir.   Baptized into Thy Name Most Holy teaches repentance 

joined to faith as well. 

 

4 My faithful God, Thou failest never, 

Thy covenant surely will abide; 

O cast me not away forever 

Should I transgress it on my side! 

Though I have oft my soul defiled, 

Do Thou forgive, restore, Thy child. 

 

But nothing is greater, as far as teaching repentance and faith in Christ’s merits than the hymn 

Salvation unto Us Has Come.  The whole hymn teaches the doctrine of this fourth point of true 

repentance and faith in Christ, but let us focus on this stanza. 

 

The Law reveals the guilt of sin, 

And makes man conscience stricken, 

But then the Gospel enters in 

The sin-sick soul to quicken; 

Come to the cross, trust Christ and live! 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

No comfort and no blessing. 

 



10 

 

Notice that the sinner is pointed to Christ, as he is in so many other Lutheran hymns.  The sinner 

who knows his sin should always be directed to the Gospel and sacraments.  But this is not what 

the Calvinists do.  Consider this hymn, which is included in our hymnal and should not be.   

 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I’m constrained to be; 

May Thy grace, Lord, like a fetter 

Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it – 

Seal it for Your courts above. 

 

The stanza does a decent job of describing someone who recognizes his sin, but where is he 

directed?  To Christ’s cross?  To the atonement?  To the Gospel and sacraments that present 

Christ’s merits and forgiveness?  “Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it; / Seal it for Your 

courts above.”  This is typical Calvinism.  Since they deny that Jesus died for everyone, they 

bypass the doctrine of the atonement; since they don’t believe that the Gospel is effective for 

every sinner because it promises the same forgiveness Christ bought with His blood to every 

sinner, they bypass the Gospel and sacraments.  Instead they go immediately to presenting the 

heart for God to seal.  But God seals us by His Spirit, and his Spirit is given in the Gospel and 

sacraments.   

 

The Fifth Point 

 

God will also sanctify in love those who are thus justified, as St. Paul says, Eph. 1:4.   

One of the best hymns that makes this point was thrown out of our hymnal recently too.  It is the 

last stanza of In Thee Alone, O Christ, My Lord.   If you know the tune, you can join in. 

 

3. O Lord, in mercy stay my heart 

On faith’s most sure foundation 

And to my inmost soul impart 

Thy perfect consolation. 

Fill all my life with love to Thee, 

Toward all men grant me charity; 

And at the last, when comes my end, 

Thy succor send. 

From Satan’s wiles my soul defend. 

 

Let’s look at the hymn Jesus, I Will Ponder Now.  TLH is prettier, so let’s sing the last stanza 

from that great hymn, which teaches us sanctification by the grace of God. 

 

6. Grant that I may willingly 

Bear with Thee my crosses, 

Learning humbleness of Thee, 

Peace mid pain and losses. 
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May I give Thee love for love! 

Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heaven above 

Sing Thy praise forever. 

 

Another hymn that teaches sanctification, or holiness, which is nothing else than being set apart 

from the unbelief of our flesh and the world, and from the lies of the devil, is Let Us Ever Walk 

with Jesus.  I will quote just the first four lines of the first stanza, and then we will sing the third 

stanza. 

 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

Follow His example pure; 

Flee the world that would deceive us, 

And to sin our souls allure… 

 

3 Let us also die with Jesus. 

His death from the second death, 

From our soul's destruction, frees us, 

Quickens us with life's glad breath. 

Let us mortify, while living, 

Flesh and blood and die to sin; 

And the grave that shuts us in 

Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 

Jesus, here I die to Thee 

There to live eternally. 

 

The Sixth Point 

 

The sixth point is that He also will protect them in their great weakness against the devil, the 

world, and the flesh, and rule and lead them in His ways, raise them again [place His hand 

beneath them], when they stumble, comfort them under the cross and in temptation, and preserve 

them [for life eternal].   

 

The Lutherans have the best hymns on God protecting us in our great weakness against our 

enemies.  Listen to these stanzas, the latter of which was taken out of our hymnals from the 

hymn In Thee, Lord, Have I Put my Trust.  

 

1 In Thee, Lord, have I put my trust; 

Leave me not helpless in the dust, 

Let me not be confounded. 

Let in Thy Word My faith, O Lord, 

Be always firmly grounded. 

 

5 The world for me has falsely set 

Full many a secret snare and net 

To tempt me and to harm me. 
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Lord, make them fail, Do Thou prevail, 

Let their disguise not charm me. 

 

Luther says it so simply and clearly in his Dear Christians, One and All 

 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

From earth to heav'n ascending, 

And, heav'nly wisdom to impart, 

The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

And into truth shall guide you.” 

 

My favorite hymn that emphases this point is the second stanza of Lord, Thee I Love with All My 

Heart (LSB 708). 

 

2 Yea, Lord, 'twas Thy rich bounty gave 

My body, soul, and all I have 

In this poor life of labor. 

Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place 

May glorify Thy lavish grace 

And help and serve my neighbor. 

Let no false doctrine me beguile; 

And Satan not my soul defile. 

Give strength and patience unto me 

To bear my cross and follow Thee. 

Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

In death Thy comfort still afford. 

 

And look at perhaps the greatest Lenten devotional hymn ever written, O Dearest Jesus  

(LSB 439), stanzas 11 and 14. 

 

11 But since my strength will nevermore suffice me 

To crucify desires that still entice me, 

To all good deeds, oh, let Thy Spirit win me 

And reign within me! 

 

14. But worthless is my sacrifice, I own it; 

Yet, Lord, for love's sake Thou wilt not disown it; 

Thou wilt accept my gift in Thy great meekness 

Nor shame my weakness. 

 

Gerhardt’s great hymn Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me could be placed in this entire 

section, but we will pay attention to just a couple of stanzas. 

 

2 Though a heavy cross I'm bearing 
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And my heart Feels the smart, 

Shall I be despairing? 

God, my Helper, who doth send it, 

Well doth know All my woe 

And how best to end it. 

 

7  Lord, my Shepherd, take me to Thee. 

Thou art mine; I was Thine, 

Even e'er I knew Thee. 

I am Thine, for Thou hast bought me; 

Lost I stood, But Thy blood 

Free salvation brought me. 

 

One more, because we have so many that are so beautiful.  The second stanza of I Know My 

Faith Is Founded, which speaks of God bearing us up in our weakness. 

 

2. Increase my faith, dear Savior, 

For Satan seeks by night and day 

To rob me of this treasure 

And take my hope of bliss away. 

But, Lord, with Thee beside me, 

I shall be undismayed; 

And led by Thy good Spirit, 

I shall be unafraid. 

Abide with me, O Savior, 

A firmer faith bestow; 

Then I shall bid defiance 

To every evil foe. 

 

The Seventh Point 

 

That He will also strengthen, increase, and support to the end the good work which He has begun 

in them, if they adhere to God's Word, pray diligently, abide in God's goodness [grace], and 

faithfully use the gifts received. 

 

We are talking here about our continuing in God’s word, exercising our faith by prayer, and 

continuing to use the Gospel and sacraments.  This point the Lutherans do particularly well.  

Let’s sing two stanzas of Baptized into Thy Name Most Holy, the first of which isn’t in our 

hymnals. 

 

 

6. Depart, depart, thou prince of darkness! 

No more by thee I'll be enticed. 

Here is indeed a tarnished conscience, 

But sprinkled with the blood of Christ. 

Away, vain world! O sin, away! 
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Lo, I renounce you all this day. 

 

7 And never let my purpose falter, 

O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

But keep me faithful to Thine altar 

Till Thou shalt call me from my post. 

So unto Thee I live and die 

And praise Thee evermore on high. 

 

In George Neumark’s hymn If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee (LSB 750), the last stanza in 

particular teaches this: 

 

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 

Perform thy duties faithfully, 

And trust His Word; though undeserving, 

Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 

God never yet forsook in need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. 

 

Neumeister’s I Know My Faith Is Founded deserves to have its third verse placed here, since it 

speaks so well of God’s completing the good work in us which He began – and let me there 

inherit / All Thou hast promised me. 

 

3. In faith, Lord, let me serve Thee; 

Though persecution, grief and pain 

Should seek to overwhelm me, 

Let me a steadfast trust retain; 

And then at my departure 

Take Thou me home to Thee 

And let me there inherit 

All thou hast promised me. 

In life and death, Lord, keep me 

Until Thy heaven I gain, 

Where I by Thy great mercy 

The end of faith attain. 

 

One of the first congregational hymns sung by Lutherans is The Day Is Surely Drawing Near, 

whose last stanza teaches this point of doctrine very well. 

 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way 

In fear and tribulation. 

Then hear us when we cry to Thee; 

Come, mighty Judge, and make us free 

From every evil! Amen. 
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Perhaps the best hymn on prayer after Luther’s Our Father, Thou in Heaven Above is Olearius’s 

When Afflictions Sore Oppress You.  The whole hymn fits this seventh point, but the first stanza 

is a priceless gem by itself. 

 

1 When afflictions sore oppress you, 

Low with grief and anguish bowed, 

Then to earnest prayer address you; 

Prayer will help you, through the cloud, 

Still to see your Savior near, 

Under ev'ry cross you bear; 

By the light His Word doth lend you, 

Prayer will joy and comfort send you. 

 

Luther deals with this seventh point, of using God’s grace faithfully, in the last stanza of his 

Dear Christians, One and All. 

 

10 "What I on earth have done and taught 

Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom's work be wrought 

And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav'nly treasure should destroy; 

This final word I leave you." 

 

A beautiful description of the Church having preserved in her desire for Jesus is found in the 

hymn Wake, Awake, which interweaves many of the eight points of the Gospel context for 

election.   

 

Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

And all her heart with joy is springing; 

She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 

The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 

Her star is ris'n, her light is come. 

Now come, Thou Blessed One, 

Lord Jesus, God's own Son, 

Hail! Hosanna! 

We enter all 

The wedding hall 

To eat the Supper at Thy call. 

 

But the best example of our accepting this teaching and applying it to ourselves may be found in 

Selneckers Let Me Be Thine Forever. 

 

1. Let me be Thine forever, 
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Thou faithful God and Lord; 

Let me forsake Thee never 

Nor wander from Thy Word. 

Lord, do not let me waver, 

But give me steadfastness, 

And for such grace forever 

Thy holy name I'll bless. 

 

The Eighth Point 

 

That finally He will eternally save and glorify in life eternal those whom He has elected, called, 

and justified. (SD XI 13-22)   

 

Listen to how Nicolai joins the first point of God electing us in Christ because of His redemption 

to the last point, that we will be eternally saved, with practically every other one of the eight 

points implied.  This is from How Lovely Shines the Morning Star. 

 

5. Thou, mighty Father, in Thy Son 

Didst love me ere Thou hadst begun 

This ancient world's foundation. 

Thy Son hath made a friend of me, 

And when in spirit Him I see, 

I joy in tribulation. 

What bliss  

Is this! 

He that liveth  

To me giveth 

Life forever; 

Nothing me from Him can sever. 

 

 

The last two stanzas of Let Me Be Thine Forever are too beautiful not to include.  They join so 

many points together, but finally lead us to be certain of our eternal life.  

 

2. Lord Jesus, my Salvation, 

My Light, my Life divine, 

My only Consolation, 

Oh, make me wholly Thine! 

For Thou hast dearly bought me 

With blood and bitter pain. 

Let me, since Thou hast sought me, 

Eternal life obtain. 

 

3. And Thou, O Holy Spirit, 

My Comforter and Guide, 

Grant that in Jesus' merit 
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I always may confide, 

Him to the end confessing 

Whom I have known by faith. 

Give me Thy constant blessing 

And grant a Christian death. 

 

There are many others examples, but I will leave you with two.  The last stanza of I Walk in 

Danger All the Way, which joins the 7th point of continuing in the means of grace to the 8th point 

of attaining the goal of eternal life. 

 

6. My walk is heavenward all the way; 

Await my soul, the morrow, 

When thou shalt find release for aye 

From all thy sin and sorrow. 

All worldly pomp, begone! 

To heaven I now press on. 

For all the world I would not stay; 

My walk is heavenward all the way. 

 

Here is another hymn that we don’t have in our hymnals, Christ Alone Is Our Salvation, the last 

stanza, which joins the first point of our election being in Christ and His work of redemption to 

the final point of our eternal salvation. 

 

3. When we perfect joy shall enter, 

'Tis in Him our bless will rise; 

He's the essence, soul, and center 

Of the glory in the skies. 

In redemption's wondrous story 

Planned before our parents' fall, 

From the cross unto the glory 

Jesus Christ is all in all. 

 

This last hymn is a favorite because of its simplicity.  Only the soul that knows the grace of God 

in Christ, that has been assured that God is not angry with you, but has sent His Son to die for 

you, assured and sealed this truth to you in His Gospel and sacraments, supported you in all your 

trials, and kept you faithful, can sing this stanza and know its joy.  It is the last stanza of Lord, 

Thee I Love with All My Heart. 

 

3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come, 

To Abram's bosom bear me home, 

That I may die unfearing; 

And in its narrow chamber keep 

My body safe in peaceful sleep 

Until Thy reappearing. 

And then from death awaken me, 

That these mine eyes with joy may see, 
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O Son of God, Thy glorious face, 

My Savior and my fount of grace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 

And I will praise Thee without end. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Lutheran hymnody guards the doctrine of election by keeping pure the context in which the 

doctrine of election is understood.  We do not become certain of our election by the use of our 

reason or by considering our place under the Law.  We become certain of our election when God 

by His Holy Spirit, working through the Gospel and sacraments, shows us God’s desire to save 

all sinners in the death of His Son for all sinners, when we come to know that the Gospel is 

God’s power for us who believe, when we experience from this same Gospel God’s help and 

mercy in times of trial and need, when we learn again and again that He answers prayer on the 

basis of His solemn promise to us in Christ – in other words, we learn that we are elect by 

believing what God says He gives us in Christ our Savior. 

 

  In only a few places in Lutheran hymnody do we actually see us singing about God choosing us 

from eternity or before all ages.  But that is not necessary.  I come to be certain of my election 

when I see all of this teaching taken together and applied to me.  I am guarded from false 

speculation about God’s hidden will when I am turned to view His will in Him giving His Son to 

die for all sinners, in His Word that can’t deceive me and supports me in all trials.  The hymns of 

the Lutheran Church do what God wants His doctrine of election to do – they comfort us. Any 

use of the article on election that does not comfort the poor sinner in his afflictions is not merely 

a false use of the doctrine on election, but it is not the doctrine of election.   

 

This is where Curtis’s paper comes back.  We do not abandon the psalms of the Lutheran Church 

for the songs of the sectarians for the sake of supposedly “winning the lost.”  Only the pure 

doctrine of the holy Scriptures, so carefully and beautifully explained in our Formula of 

Concord, guard and protect us from all errors that would dare to remove from our hearts the 

comfort of God’s choosing us by grace to be heirs of heaven in Christ.   

 

I have baptized and confirmed former heathen, whose favorite hymns were Wake, Awake, For 

Night Is Flying, Salvation unto Us Has Come, Our Father, Who from Heaven Above, If Thou But 

Trust in God to Guide Thee, and countless more hymns that give them certainty of their salvation 

they didn’t have in the darkness of the Gentile world.  Because of all the singing done in the 

sects of Christianity, only the Lutheran chorale presents this doctrine to protect us from doubting 

that nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Thank 

you.   

 

 
6 August A+D 2019, Pr. Mark Preus 

 


