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A BRIEF HISTORY OF HOW THE ACELC BEGAN 

We watched it all happen. 
 

Over the decades we watched it all, from the misled ecumenism of the Statement of the 44, in 1945, 
through the 1970's Battle of the Bible for the veracity of the Word of God, past the Charismatic 
Movement in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, through the introduction of Folk Services, Polka 
Masses, Clown Worship, Liturgical Dance.  We were dismayed that no adequate response was 
provided to correct error in our Synod.  We watched again as The Church Growth Movement with its 
theology of glory approach to the mission of the Church and the resulting abandonment and pollution of our 
liturgical heritage was not corrected.  We watched as unionism and syncretism went on display at Yankee 
Stadium and Newtown without real rebuke.  Yes, we watched how the deterioration of faithfulness to the 
Word of God and our Lutheran Confessions sadly became a fact of life in our Synod. 
 

We watched as our altars were put on wheels to make way for a more human-centered worship.  We watched 
as multi-media projection screens began to change the focus of our worship away from the cross and altar - 
sometimes covering the altar itself - the very symbol of Christ's sacrifice for our sins.  We watched as Praise 
Bands began assaulting our ears with music from theological traditions that contradict Lutheran theology; as 
error was imported into the LCMS, which once sought unity in worship forms. 
 

We watched as Synodical officers implied that unless we accomplish our evangelist task with 
greater zeal and commitment, every time he snapped his fingers another soul would end up in 
hell.  We watched as Synodical conventions passed resolutions granting women worship and 
leadership roles reserved for pastors and other men. 
 

We watched as Synodically unaccountable "graduate schools" for Church Growth methods and principles 
were established.  After hundreds of LCMS pastors attended these “schools,” and applied the methods, 
congregations often split as the new methods took away their understanding what it means to be Lutheran.  
Pastors established practices that taught that being "Lutheran" really isn't that important and if Lutherans 
want to change denominations it wasn't that big of a deal; we look just like them anyway. 
 

If purity of doctrine is to be maintained and the true religious 
worship is to be commended publicly, it is certainly the duty of 
all pious teachers to expose again and again the godless doc-
trine...and to denounce false forms of worship. 
 

Martin Luther (SL 6, 1078) 
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We watched as faithful, orthodox pastors were run out of their congregations by misguided parishioners who 
insisted that these men violate their sacred vows of ordination to conduct their ministry in accord with God's 
Word and the Lutheran Confessions.  We watched as some District Presidents aided and abetted their 
removal.  Then we watched as some of these same District Presidents "black-balled" these same pastors to 
ensure they would not have calls to another Missouri Synod congregation.  We also watched their families 
suffer. 
 

We watched as some pastors and congregations welcomed to Christ's altar communicants from Lutheran 
church bodies who do not believe as we do.  They even welcomed non-Lutherans to kneel with us as though 
they were in union with the teachings of our Lord.  We watched as the very unity of the Triune God was 
mocked by the disunity at our altars. 

 

We watched until we could watch no more without acting.  Silence was no longer an option. 
 

It wasn't as though others hadn't spoken up and acted before us.  Indeed, many were the voices that would not 
remain silent in the face of error in our Synod:  Lutheran Concerns Association, Affirm, Balance, Concord, the 
Faithful Alliance, Consensus, the Northern Illinois Confessional Lutherans, and other groups and individual 
pastors and laymen in our Synod rightly raised voices against the uncorrected errors of Missouri. 
 

Publications like Lutheran News, The Lutheran Clarion, and others tried to help our Synod know about the 
errors that continued to divide our Synod.  However, while such efforts did occasionally bear fruit, they did 
not change the reality that the LCMS has not dealt with the theologically divisive errors we have officially 
adopted or tolerate. 
 

Internet conversations among Confessional Lutherans who shared these concerns had been 
on-going for some time.  Websites dedicated to these issues had sprung up all over the Synod 
telling us things about which the official media of Synod was silent.  Many papers and articles 
were penned by faithful pastors seeking to move others to action and yet error was not ade-
quately addressed and the official media of the Synod remained silent. 
 

Following the 2001 election of President Gerald Kieschnick and especially after his re-elections in 2004 and 
2007, it became clear that the theological direction of the LCMS was changing dramatically and that if it 
continued uncorrected, the strong voice of Lutheran orthodoxy would not remain much longer.  Some pastors 
and congregations left our Synod and others seriously discussed leaving. 
 

It was in this environment of uncertainty and theological deterioration that conversations began 
about forming a different kind of organization.   

 

We wanted an organization that couldn't be easily ignored.  One of those conversations took place on a cold 
winter morning at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana, between Rev. Richard Bolland of 
Kansas City, Missouri, and Rev. Clint Poppe of Lincoln, Nebraska.  Rev. Poppe lamented that our Synod was 
in danger of losing its material principle (the central doctrinal teaching of the Gospe—Salvation by grace 
through faith in Christ Jesus only) in favor of being a "missional/evangelistic" numerical growth-oriented 
church body as a new and improper material principle.  Not long after that Rev. Bolland penned an article 
about that concern and began forming an internet discussion group for the purpose of brainstorming what 
might be done in our Synod to address and resolve our errors. 
 

After several months of discussion, the idea of forming an association came into being and the first face-to-
face meeting of several clergy and laymen was held on August 26, 2009, in Columbia, Missouri.  The 
formation of the ACELC began.  At another meeting that winter (at the annual Confessions Symposium at Fort 
Wayne), we met with some officers of the Synod to discuss forming a new association with the strong 
suggestion that this not be just another association of individuals for the Synod to ignore.  We wanted an 
association of congregations to speak collectively in the hope of garnering the attention of our Synod.  
Congregations are members of Synod and it seemed quite proper to have members of the Synod ask their own 
Synod to pay attention to error and resolve it.  We had no idea who would be elected at the 2010 Synodical 
convention and we were confident it was quite possible we might be placed under charges and removed from 
the Synod if President Kieschnick was re-elected in Houston, however, it was time to speak. 
 

We decided to introduce ourselves to the Synod by mailing a "Letter of Fraternal Admonition" 
to every congregation in the LCMS.  We outlined our concerns, asking the Synod to address and 
resolve the errors.  Not wishing to look like we were being political, we waited until after the 
election for Synodical President was held at the 2010 convention.  The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. 

Harrison was the surprise winner of those elections and while the convention was still on-going, we mailed 
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our Letter of Fraternal Admonition to the Synod.  It really didn't matter who was elected president.  Our 
Synod was still divided. 

 

Did we receive attention for sending out our Letter of Fraternal Admonition?  Oh my, did we!  Below are some 
of the questions that were raised about the ACELC's efforts to speak God's truth and to identify and correct 
error: 
 

Is the ACELC schismatic (causing division)? 
Response:  No, the ACELC does not want to divide Synod, but to unite it under God's Word and the 

Lutheran Confessions.  The proclamation of God's truth cannot and does not cause 
division.  It is the introduction of false doctrine that brings division.  The claim that 
the ACELC is schismatic is a false claim and the truth is that we seek unity, not 
division.  Indeed what we seek is nothing other than what the Synodical Constitu-
tion's first objective of the Synod seeks: 

 

"The Synod, under Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions shall - 1.  Conserve and promote the 
unity of the true faith (Eph. 4:3-6; I Cor. 1:10)...and provide a united defense against schism, 
sectarianism (Rom. 16:17), and heresy;" (2013 Handbook, Article III, p. 13) 

 

Is the ACELC trying to be a Synod within the Synod? 
Response:  Not at all!  Congregations of the LCMS are members of the LCMS and we are simply a 

group of Synodical members seeking to address our own Synod so that divisive errors can be 
resolved under God's Word and our Confessions.  We love our Synod and want to preserve her 
heritage of orthodoxy in doctrine and practice. 

 

Is the ACELC working against President Harrison’s Koinonia Project? 
Response:  Not in the slightest!  We fully wish the President's Koinonia Project well and we have 

sought to assist them to address error in every possible way.  We seek broad-based, grass roots 
study of the issues that divide our Synod.  That can only help the Koinonia Project.  We fail to see 
how a synod-wide study of these issues can possibly harm the Koinonia Project effort. 

 

Is the ACELC trying to form a new Synod? 
Response:  Nothing could be further from the truth!  If that's all we wished to do we would have 

simply done it.  The effort in which the ACELC is engaged is much more difficult.  Because we love 
our Synod, we want to return it to its original theological orthodoxy.  The reality is that we of the 
ACELC are truly demonstrating Christian love toward our Synod and so we care enough for our 
Synod not to leave her, but to be our brother's keeper.  Our actions are actions of Christian love 
for our Synod and nothing less. 

 

Is the ACELC trying to be Ecclesiastical Supervisors to Pastors or Congregations? 
Response:  We of the ACELC have no desire to be anyone’s ecclesiastical supervisor.  We are merely 

trying to point out theological errors, demonstrate that they truly exist, and have the elected 
ecclesiastical supervisors do their job and address and resolve these very legitimate theological 
issues in a serious manner. 

 

Is the ACELC following the proper Synodical avenues of redress? 
Response:  In every possible way the ACELC has used the appointed procedures for addressing our 

concerns to the Synod.  We have submitted three official Dissent Process filings (Bylaw 1.8.1 and 
1.8.2) to the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR).  We have submitted all 
information on the other tolerated errors to the chief ecclesiastical supervisors of the Synod, the 
Praesidium (President of the Synod and the five Vice Presidents) and we are awaiting their action 
to deal with the errors. 

 

Is the ACELC permitting our newly elected synodical president the opportunity to solve 
these problems? 

Response:  In our Synod there is a mistaken school of thought that all problems of the Synod are 
solved simply by electing the right man as the Synodical President.  We rejoice that our Synodical 
President is an excellent Lutheran theologian, a fine churchman, and an excellent Synodical 
officer.  It is not, however, within his power as President to solve all these issues himself.  One 
man didn't get us into this theological quagmire and one man will not get us out of it.   
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Many of these theological issues have been with us for decades across the terms of many 
Synodical Presidents and they have not been adequately addressed and resolved.  The ACELC 
seeks to bring about a critical mass of congregations and their pastors to assist and encourage the 
Synodical President and other Synodical officers to take action through the various agencies and 
institutional boards, commissions and committees to do what no Synodical President can do 
alone.  It is our hope that we can identify our errors, discuss and study them under God's Word 
and the Lutheran Confessions and finally resolve them.  Perhaps then, once again, our Synod can 
speak with one voice regarding our doctrine and practice! 

 

Is the ACELC disturbing the peace by raising these issues? 
Response:  The real problem is not speaking up about the truth of our divisions.  The real problem is 

remaining quiet about them!  Remaining quiet only permits the destructive, corrosive nature of 
false teaching to continue without correction.  Remaining quiet ensure division and the ultimate 
destruction of our Synod as an orthodox Lutheran body.  Our Synod is at stake! 

 

The reality is that our Synod is already divided and has been for decades.  Those who 
want to silence the voice of the ACELC are the ones who are allowing the "peace" of the institution 
of the Synod at the expense of true unity and peace!  God's truth should not be sacrificed on the 
"altar" of a false "peace."  The sad reality is that we, as a Synod, are not "walking together," as the 
evidence clearly shows.  To remain silent in the face of such division and error is the opposite of 
Christian love; silence permits error to have its own way and when error has its own way, then souls are 
damaged and some are lost! 

_______________________ 

WHY HAS THE ACELC ORGANIZED CONGREGATIONS? 
This question has been the center of the controversy surrounding the ACELC.  It is the one thing about which we 
have been criticized the most, but it is also the very best thing about the ACELC.  Congregations are members of 
the LCMS.  Why in the world would it be wrong for the members of Synod to be asking these hard questions of 
their own Synod?  When pastors and people discuss doctrine and biblical practice it can only be done in congrega-
tions and this is the best place to do it!  The alternative is to repeat the mistakes of the past by only forming organ-
izations of individuals.  As we've seen over the decades, Synod has simply ignored organizations of individuals. 
 

Congregations speaking collectively are more difficult for our Synod to ignore!  We can prove it!  How?  Not long 
after the Steering Committee of the ACELC mailed out our Fraternal Letter of Admonition in July 2010, Synod's 
First Vice President, Rev. Dr. Herbert Mueller contacted us.  He said he was contacting us at the request of the 
President of the Synod and on behalf of the Council of Presidents to ask for a meeting between representatives of 
the ACELC Steering Committee and representatives of the Council of Presidents.  What transpired following that 
initial contact were nearly 16 hours of face-to-face discussion regarding issues the ACELC raised.  To our know-
ledge, this was the first time any previous organization seeking redress of doctrinal issues had ever been granted 
such an opportunity.  The discussions were productive, brotherly and frank.  It was a very good start for the kind 
of activity that needs to happen throughout our Synod! 
 

We need this kind of honest, fraternal discussion at every level of our Synod if we are to restore unity in doctrine 
and practice.  We need these discussions in every Sunday morning adult Bible class, every pastor's circuit confer-
ence, every district convention and at every Synodical convention.  Under the Word of God and our Lutheran 
Confessions, there most certainly IS hope!  If we believe that God's Word has the power to change hearts, then 
there IS hope! 

_______________________ 

IT IS OUR TIME TO STAND AND MAKE THE GOOD CONFESSION! 
As we have seen, time and again orthodox Lutherans have sacrificed to give the good confession of their faith.  At 
times this was done at great cost.  At times this confession of faith was done at the point of a bayonet.  At other 
times it was done at the cost of the loss of a job, family, nation, and personal freedom, but confess they did!  Our 
Lutheran fathers and mothers did what they had to do to retain the orthodox Lutheran faith and considered no 
cost too high. 
 

Our lives are not on the line.  No jail door is being opened for us if we take a stand for what we believe, teach, and 
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"We shall not fight or conquer any better for being anxious and fearful, nor will our 
fall be the worse for our being happy and cheerful...Let us carry on this controversy 
as men who are really concerned about other matters.  The cause is God's, the care 
is God's, the work is God's, the victory is God's, the glory is God's.  Without us He 
will fight and conquer.  If He deigns to use us as His weapons, we shall be ready and 
willing." 
 

Martin Luther (SL 15, 2046) 

confess.  It is time for our silent watching to be over and it is time to do what orthodox Lutherans have always 
done:  stand and confess the one true faith! 

 
QUESTIONS 

1. How does continued silence in the face of error help our Synod? 

2. What is wrong with the members of the Synod asking our Synod to address error and speak God's truth 
clearly? 

3. Is there something un-Lutheran about proclaiming God's truth and calling out error? 

4. Can we safely assume that "someone else" in Synod will correct these errors?  If so, who?  If so, then 
why hasn't it been done? 

5. Whose Synod is this anyway?  
6. What do you think might happen if 100 LCMS congregations finally spoke with one voice to our own Synod 

asking them to finally resolve our divisive issues?  500 congregations?  1,000 congregations?  At what point do 
you think they would listen and act? 

7. What has the ACELC done wrong?  (Other than not being politically correct.) 

8. What prevents our congregation from joining our voice with other ACELC congregations to help our Synod 
restore the orthodox Lutheran faith?  

_______________________ 

CLOSING COMMENT 

Toward the end of the ACELC video, a young man, Zachary Copus from Lexington, Missouri, says: 
 

"It does make me angry that we're not dealing with the issues because when I grow up I might not have a 
church to go to." 

 

In a very honest way, this young man has given voice to the true reality of our Synodical situation.  If our Synod 
continues to refuse to resolve our errors in doctrine and practice under the Word of God and our Confessions, 
then the question about whether or not there will be an orthodox Lutheran church body for our children and 
grandchildren in the decades to come is a very real concern.  Certainly, this is about our present day, but what we 
do or fail to do will have far reaching ramifications for our children and grandchildren. 
 

Rev. Kim Scharff of Norborne, Missouri, said it well at the end of the video, "If not now, when?" 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer 
Eternal Father, Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, spared not Himself for the sake of sinners, but 
suffered all, that through His suffering, death, righteousness and merit, we might have all our 
sins forgiven and be granted eternal life in heaven.  While we yet abide on this sin-riddled planet, 
grant to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Your continued blessing. 
 

Strengthen our Synod in faithfulness to Your Word and in the right administration of Your 
Sacraments to give the good witness of all that Your Son taught His Church.  Make us steadfast 
in the one true faith, believing, teaching and confessing all that is in accord with Your Holy 
Word, and grant to us the opportunity to keep our Synod steadfast in Your truth.  Amen 


