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In BRIEF … 3 

The Institution and Validity of the Lord’s Supper 4 

THESIS I … We hold that essential to the Lord’s Supper and its validity are the exclusive 5 
use of bread and wine, and Christ’s words of institution and consecration as written by the 6 
holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul. 7 

The Purpose of the Lord’s Supper 8 

THESIS II … We hold that the purpose of the Lord’s Supper is to eat and to drink the very 9 
body and blood of Christ under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life, and 10 
salvation. Essential and prerequisite to receiving these blessings are faith, and repentance of 11 
all sins of doctrine and life. 12 

Unity of Faith and Doctrine Is Prerequisite to Communion Fellowship 13 

THESIS III … We hold that unity of faith in the doctrine and all its articles is prerequisite 14 
to Communion fellowship. This unity is intrinsic to the fellowship of the Church and its 15 
expression in Holy Communion. Communion fellowship is church fellowship. 16 

Who Is Worthy and Well Prepared to Receive the Lord’s Supper 17 

THESIS IV … We hold that those who are worthy and well prepared to receive the Lord’s 18 
Supper are those baptized, instructed, examined, and publicly confess the Christian faith as 19 
taught by and in fellowship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church. These are Communicant 20 
Members.  21 

Who Is Not Worthy and Well Prepared to Receive the Lord’s Supper 22 

THESIS V … We hold that those not worthy and well prepared to receive the Lord’s 23 
Supper incur both sin and judgment. Communing heterodox Christians without 24 
renunciation of their errors and reconciliation with the orthodox (Lutheran) Church sins 25 
against the unity of faith intrinsic to the Sacrament. 26 

Pastoral Care in the Administration of the Lord’s Supper 27 

THESIS VI … We hold that the Pastor is to know the name, manner of life, and faith of 28 
those he communes. Examination of the Communicant by the pastor for a “worthy and well 29 
prepared” reception of the holy Communion in reconciliation with the orthodox (Lutheran) 30 
Church is prerequisite to receiving the Lord’s Supper. 31 

Pastoral Discretion in Extenuating Circumstances 32 

THESIS VII … We hold that what is prerequisite by divine ordinance to a faithful 33 
administration and worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper in normal circumstances, 34 
including reconciliation and fellowship with the orthodox (Lutheran) Church, is also 35 
prerequisite in all “extenuating or emergency” circumstances.  36 


