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Sermon for ACELC Conference – April 18, 2013 

Ephesians 5:8-20 

 “Christ for us in These Evil Days” 
 

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, alleluia. 
  
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen! 
 
You are children of light…so says St. Paul in our text.  New creations in Christ he calls you 

elsewhere…different people than you were before the Lord took hold of you and plucked you 

from the fire…and rescued you from the darkness of sin and death.  You’ve now been crucified 

and put to death with Christ in Holy Baptism…and raised up with Him to walk in newness of 

life…to shine as the light of the Lord in these evil days in which we live…   
 
Evil days when people worry about the safety and security of children in places we thought were 

supposed to be safe…evil days when we’re left wondering when and where the next terrorist 

bombing or mass shooting will occur…evil days when people are groping about for anything to 

bring them comfort in the face of such tragedy...  
 
Evil days when so many could care less about the safety and security of unborn children…evil 

days when would-be moms, and many times dads too, live with the continual regret of a tragic 

life ending decision that they can never go back and undo… 
 
Evil days when God’s gift of marriage…understood from the very beginning as the union of one 

man and one woman is now being challenged and redefined so as to include same-sex cou-

ples…evil days when, in one state, a law is set to go in to effect that would make it a criminal 

offense to provide counseling to young people who recognize that same-sex attraction is sinful 

and wish to be delivered from it…evil days indeed.  
 
Just a few of the more glaring examples of how in these latter days the world is growing ever 

more hostile in its rejection of God’s expressed will and word…and how, in spite of its ability to 

recognize evil, at least in part, the world seems to be growing ever more comfortable with it.   
 
So what are we as children of light to do?  We find that the prince of darkness doesn’t just leave 

us alone on account of who we are.  Rather we find him all the more determined to draw us back 

into the darkness from which we’ve once been delivered.  And so as the children of light there is 

great temptation that faces us in these evil days.   
 
First there’s the temptation to compromise with the world…to no longer walk as children of 

light…to abandon the fruit of the light which is found in all that’s good, and right, and true as 

God has revealed it to us.  We needn’t look any further than the visible church today where so 

many of our fellow baptized have now joined with the world in its celebration of evil as good 

and its condemnation of good as evil…even going so far as to claim that they to do so as a matter 

of Christian conviction.   
 
Thus St. Paul calls us as the children of light not to be compromising but to be discerning…to 

know what’s pleasing to the Lord according to the Commandments…to flee from sexual immo-

rality, from impurity, and all covetousness…those things for which the wrath of God is coming 

upon the sons of disobedience.  
“
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 

expose them,” Paul says.  That means calling sin what it is…speaking the truth in love…for the 

sake of our neighbor’s repentance…not out of a self righteous spirit…but remembering always 
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how God’s Holy Law exposes the evil that we do as well…recognizing our ongoing failure to 

love God and the neighbor from a pure heart…daily repenting of our sin…and rejoicing that we 

are who we are as children of light entirely on account of God’s mercy toward us in Christ.      
 
The world of course doesn’t much appreciate it when the children of light expose its deeds of 

darkness for what they truly are…and suffering under the cross most certainly comes to those 

who refuse to join with the world in its ongoing confusion of good and evil.  It really comes as 

no surprise then that those today who confess Christ against the darkness are being falsely ac-

cused of hatred, bigotry, and even being placed on terrorist watch lists.  We are, by virtue of our 

baptism, marked men and women, and just as the world hated Christ…so it’s going to hate those 

who follow after Him.    
 
And it’s in that suffering with Christ…that experience of the world’s hatred against us that we as 

children of light face another one of the devil’s temptations...that of despair…the anxious 

thoughts we have about the direction the world is headed…dismay at how a world that Christ 

shed His holy precious blood to redeem can so persist in its rebellion against Him as though 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday were a mere fiction.  And then of course, we’re tempted to des-

pair over the sin and rebellion still at work in our own members according to the old sinful nature 

that clings to us.  But such despair comes only as the result of focusing on what our eyes see ra-

ther than holding in faith to all that God has promised us in His Holy Word.   
 
Over and against our temptation either toward compromise or despair…Holy Scripture testifies 

of the eternal Son of God who took up our humanity in the womb of the Virgin Mary…who as 

true God and true man He stepped into this great darkness where sinners are and sought them 

out…who at every point of His earthly ministry showed Himself to be the one who alone has 

power on earth to forgive sins…who on Good Friday became the atoning sacrifice for every sin-

ner and every sin that we should be spared from the law’s condemnation.   
 
Every act of inhumanity ever committed by one human being against another...every bullet, 

bomb, and surgical procedure used in the commission of murder…every defilement of God’s gift 

of marriage…every sinful thought, word, and deed that you and I have committed received it’s 

just punishment in the innocent suffering and death of Jesus on the cross.  And by his resurrec-

tion from the dead on the third day…the entire world now stands justified before God…not one 

sinner that Jesus didn’t die and rise again to save.   
 
And no matter how many in the world may reject…to their own eternal peril…God’s love for 

them in Christ…in no way does that diminish the power and scope of his redeeming work…or 

His ability to draw others to Himself…or His ability to keep you firm and steadfast in faith 

through the end of your days on earth.   
 
And so Paul reminds us of the power and promise of our baptism with these words.  “Awake, O 

sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” It sounds a lot like the daily 

remembrance of baptism, doesn’t it…remembering who we are as those who’ve died with 

Christ…and those who’ve been raised up with Christ and seated with Him in the heavenly plac-

es.   
 
St. Paul then tells us, “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,

 
making 

the best use of the time, because the days are evil.  Making the best use of the time means living 

in these evil days at the receiving end of Christ’s gifts…not going through life in a drunken stu-
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por…but being filled with the Spirit who delivers to us forgiveness, life, and salvation through 

the means of Word and the Sacrament.    
 
And what we sing in and around the receiving of those gifts is no small consideration either…for 

as brothers and sisters in Christ we’re not only making melody in our hearts to God through the 

singing of Psalms, and hymns, spiritual songs, we’re also teaching and admonishing one another 

as Paul says in Colossians three.  There is freedom for us in what we sing and how we sing 

it…but freedom that needs to be exercised cautiously in love towards all.  Can we really do bet-

ter than those spiritual songs of the Divine Service that have stood the test of time so well…the 

Gloria, the Kyrie, the Sanctus, the Agnus Dei, and the Nunc Dimitis…those songs of Holy Scrip-

ture that have served to point so many generations of Christians to the crucified, risen, and as-

cended Christ who still takes His place among sinners…bestowing His body and blood for our 

forgiveness.    
 
Being careful how we walk means also being careful how we worship.  The church that loses the 

“For You” character of Christ’s presence among His people in the Divine Service is a church 

that’s flirting dangerously with darkness.  May God grant peace and healing within our synod 

that truly we may walk together as children of light… rejoicing that Christ is with us and for us 

in these evil days…until the Last Day when he delivers us fully and finally from every evil.   
 
In the name of Jesus,   

 

Amen. 


