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ACELC Conference – “Christ for us: The Divine Service” 

April 16, 2013, Trinity Lutheran Church, Austin, TX 

Matins: Text: Psalm 96:1-13: Theme: “Christ for the Nations.” 

 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! [2] Sing to the LORD, bless his 

name; tell of his salvation from day to day. [3] Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works 

among all the peoples! Yes, with His Word, our Lord opens our lips to sing hymns and spiritual songs--as 

Christians always have--about what Christ has done objectively for all the nations. We don’t sing our fickle 

feelings about what Jesus has done  – that doesn’t bring true comfort to any nation  – that only brings despair or 

false comfort. No; sing, declare, and hear the true Good News of Christ for the nations. 

Truly, Christianity is the most inclusive religion in the world. Christ is for all the nations. He is for all 

peoples. He is for all chiefs of sinners. He is for the mentally handicapped and the unconscious  – He is for the 

unborn, infant, elderly, black, white, male, female, slave, free, rich, and poor. Christ lived a sinless life for all. 

Christ died for all. He rose for all. He ascended for all. He wants all nations baptized into this Good News  – as 

a mother hen gathers her chicks. He wants all to hear this Good News and so believe unto life everlasting. He 

desires that no one goes to hell, but that all repent and live. Yes, Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his 

salvation from day to day. [3] Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the 

peoples!  

Since all the nations would be damned apart from hearing this Good News. And since Christ is for the 

nations, He sends preachers to all the nations to make disciples by baptizing into His name and teaching them to 

observe all that He commands. All of God’s Word is important, not simply what sinners deem fundamental or 

reduce It down to. He wants It ALL going out in all its truth and purity. He hates when His Word gets twisted, 

changed, added to and subtracted from. He punishes severely even the sincerely intended false shepherds who 

are unfaithful stewards  – who fail to be the watchmen by not speaking His Word in season and out. Why does 

He take His Word so seriously; because, apart from His Word, no nations will be saved?  

For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols. All manmade religions with their words are worthless. 

Worthless idols are not the way, the truth, or the life. The imaginary gods of other religions are all about what 

you must do to get God on your side. You must be perfect in Mormonism. You must do your best. You must 

keep all the pillars of Islam. What worthless words of works! And the wolf especially peddles this “you must 

climb the stairway to heaven” murderous lie in the sheep’s clothing of Christianity. Sadly, other Christian 

denominations mark and avoid true Lutheranism, and mix cold works into the cup of the hot Gospel, which 

makes it lukewarm poison. What a pity that some believe, teach, and confess in word and deed that true 

Christianity is just one way to heaven served on a buffet of works-righteousness; or that misusing God’s name 

is just a difference in practice not doctrine. The leaven of works-righteousness leavens the whole lump. 

And our sinful flesh loves this lie too. Our flesh asks, “What must I do to be saved?” Sure, on paper, we 

reject works-righteousness, but do we really believe that we deserve hell for our sins equally as much as the 

liberal Lutheran or arrogant atheist? Do we fail to see that even our motives for defending orthodoxy are soiled 

with sin? “I sure showed him in that debate. We out politicked them. They sure are ignorant.” Do we rightly 

believe and confess that our right believing and confessing is God’s gracious gift--and He can build and sustain 

His Church without us? Do we beat our chest and pray, “God be merciful to me, a sinner?” Or, do we thank 

God we are not like others. Repent. Christ isn’t just for those ‘sinful nations’ in the Middle East  – He is for 

sinful Americans, which includes you.  

Even saying that “Christ is for the nations” tells us that there is a reason all the nations need Him. We need 

Him to be for us because we are all poor miserable sinners. God’s Holy Law makes us all the same. By nature, 

even we in the LCMS, who have graciously received orthodox doctrine, are just as guilty as those who have 

other gods. No one is righteous, no not one. For all have sinned.  
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Yes, all the nations, which certainly include us, need Christ to be for us. And, He is. In fact, while we were 

yet sinners and enemies of God, He was already for us from the foundation of the world. For us men and for our 

salvation, Jesus came down from heaven for all the nations  – first for the Jew and then Gentile. Yes, Jesus is 

for the nations. He came for all. He lived a sinless life for all  – obeying all the Commandments in thought, 

word, and deed. And, He died the death that we all deserve. Jesus received hell on the cross for you, me, and all 

the nations. He suffered and died for all pride, gossip, laziness, arrogance, mis-belief, and rank unbelief. He 

died for our failing to fear, love, and trust in Him above all things, our misusing His name, and our murdering 

our neighbors. It is finished! There are no strings attached. The Law makes us all the same, and so does the 

Gospel. Jesus lived, died and rose for you. He did this for all the nations. Are you apart of all the nations? Then 

you have certainty that this Promise includes you. You are forgiven and declared righteous.  

And, what Christ did for all the nations  – salvation by grace through faith apart from works of the Law-- He 

gives to you individually in time with His good gifts and Spirit. He doesn’t leave us to serve our way up to 

heaven, but He comes down to serve us heaven in real tangible gifts. What a joy that we have certainty of when 

and where Divine Jesus comes to serve us forgiveness, life, and salvation in real life-giving words. What 

comfort for all the nations in the object Gospel of Jesus for you! Are you baptized into Christ? “Baptism now 

saves you.” Christ comes to you, He is for you, He frees you, He seeks you, He feeds you Himself, He forgives 

and saves you---All glory, laud and honor to Him alone. As we sang in our hymn of the day, “Blessings abound 

wherever He reigns; The prisoner leaps, unloosed his chains, The weary find eternal rest, And all the sons of 

want are blest.”
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A christ, small c, who tells you better do works or else, is not a christ for the nations. A christ who opens 

His table to unrepentant sinners, and sends them home to continue living in sin, is not a christ for the nations. A 

christ who sends you door-to-door with the guilt of controlling the numbers in heaven, hell, and pew--is not a 

christ for the nations, as revealed in Scripture. So that we can walk together as a Synod, we must to do more 

than agree that Christ must be sung, declared, and proclaimed to all nations. We need to make sure we are 

proclaiming the same Christ  – for there is only One. The One true Christ, reveled in the Bible alone and 

confessed by our Symbols, is for all the nations by showing us first that we sinners need Him to be for us--and 

ALL the more showing us the comfort that He was for us yesterday, is today , and will be tomorrow. 

It is by this Word of Promise that our Lord opens our lips so that our mouths declare His praise--from 

infants and nursing babies until we sleep in our graves. What comfort Psalm 96 creates in us! What comfort all 

of God’s Word gives to us  – from Alpha to Omega, from Genesis to Revelation. The entire Bible is about 

Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One--Who is for the nations. Yes, the Word of God clearly 

proclaims to us that Jesus, Whose name means the Lord saves, is for us all and not just some. God, in Christ, is 

on our side. God is not out to damn us. Christ is for the nations! He is for Jews and Gentiles! He is for the whole 

world! He is for all tribes, languages, and peoples! He is for all the nations--and that most certainly includes 

you. Amen.  

May the peace of God that surpasses all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Rev. T. Clint Stark, Zion Lutheran Church, Chippewa Falls, WI 

                                                           
1
 The Lutheran Hymnal, 511 (4) 


