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Introduction 
 
This study uses by reference Concordia, the laymen’s version of the Book of Concord. 
Each member of the class should have their personal copy of the BOC, or some older 
version, to enhance their participation in this study. Note also that the Concordia has 
several prefaces, notations of historical significance, a glossary and graphics not found in 
the earlier versions. 
 
General note: There are page number differences between Version 1 and Version 2 of 
Concordia, the laymen’s version of the Book of Concord. 
 
It is not unrealistic for all Lutherans holding to the Lutheran Confessions to have this book 
in their personal library for future reference and study. If one is to judge what is happening 
in the church based on Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions then is it necessary 
to have both documents in hand for such a task. 
 
Presentation For a Sunday morning approach take one or more Sundays for each lesson. 
If an evening class format is used then do Lesson 1 and 2 for the first session (if this is 
their first Book of Concord class), and two articles a session after that, depending on how 
deep the instructor wishes to go and the background of those attending. In either format 
you may want to combine Lesson 2 and 3 if compression of the course is needed. 
 
Permission to copy this study for classroom use is granted. 
 
To assist lay instructors is an accompanying Instructor Manual that contains all the 
needed answers for questions in the study, as well as clarifying information for 
discussion. 
 
 

Copyright 2007-15, Gene White; slightly altered by ACELC with permission, 
2019. 

 
  



Organization of the Formula of Concord 
 
Preface: Preface from the formula used as the Preface to the entire book. Pages 3-16 in 
Tappert, and pages 29-38 Concordia. All page numbers relate to Version 1 of Concordia. 
 
Part I: Epitome A Summary of the Articles in Controversy Among the Theologians of the 
Augsburg Confession Expounded and Settled in Christian Fashion in Conformity with 
God’s Word in the Recapitulation Here Following 
 
 Article I.  Original Sin 
 Article II.  Free Will 
 Article III. The Righteousness of Faith before God 
 Article IV. Good Works 
 Article V. Law & Gospel 
 Article VI. The Third Function of the Law 
 Article VII. The Holy Supper of Christ 
 Article VII. The Person of Christ 
 Article IX. Christ’s Descent into Hell 
 Article X. Church Usages, Called Adiaphora or Indifferent Ways 
 Article XI. God’s Eternal Foreknowledge and Election 

Article XII. Other Functions and Sects Which Have Not Committed Themselves 
to the Augsburg Confession 

 
Part II: Solid Declaration A General, Pure, Correct, and Definitive Restatement and 
Exposition of a Number of Articles of the Augsburg Confession Concerning Which There 
Has Been a Controversy Among Theologians For a Time, Resolved and Settled According 
to The Word of God and The Summary Formulation of Our Christian Doctrine. 
 
 Article I.  Original Sin 
 Article II.  Free Will 
 Article III. The Righteousness of Faith Before God 
 Article IV. Good Works 
 Article V. Law & Gospel 
 Article VI. The Third Function of the Law 
 Article VII. The Holy Supper of Christ 
 Article VII. The Person of Christ 
 Article IX. Christ’s Descent into Hell 
 Article X. Church Usages, Called Adiaphora or Indifferent Ways 
 Article XI. God’s Eternal Foreknowledge and Election 

Article XII. Other Functions and Sects Which Have Not Committed Themselves 
to the Augsburg Confession 
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Lesson 1 
 
Before Class: Read “Preface” (page 7) through “A Reformation Timeline,” ending on page 26 of 
Concordia. You may also download a larger chronology, Chronology of the Reformati .on   
 
Class Time 
 
1. Review Timeline 
 
2. Outline of Part I: The Epitome (see prior page) 
 
3. Review of the Book of Concord (see prior page) 
 
4. Definition of Ascetic (see Lutheran Cyclopedia) 
 
5. Look up in the Index of Persons and Groups: 
 

Pelegius (Article I & II)  Semi-Pelegians (Article II) Stoics (Article II)  
 
Manichaeans (Article II)  Enthusiasts (Article II) elements found in Mennonites today 

(Spiritual Pietism)   
 
Augustine (Article II)   Epicurians/Epecurus (Article IV)    
 
Zwinglians/Zwingli, Ulrich (Article VII)       Sacramentarians (Article VII)  
 
Capernaitic (Article VII, see footnote 9, Tappert)   Chrysostom, etc. (Article VII) 
 
Calvinists/Calvin, John (Article VIII)  Arianism (Article VIII, See Lutheran 
Cyclopedia) 
 
AnaBaptists (Article XII, see L.C.)  Schwenkfelders/Caspar Schwendfeld (Article XII see L. 
C.) 
 
New Arians (Article XII, Unitarians of the 16th Century) (see Arius) 
 
Anti-Trinitarians (Article XII, see Unitarian, (L. C.) 
 
Appendix A, page 651, our historical ties to the Ancient Church 
 
Appendix D, page 681, why we are different as Lutherans 
Read for next week: “Preface To The Christian Book of Concord” (Preface to the entire BOC), 
pages 29-38 (Originally, this was the Preface to the Formula of Concord) 
 
 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c2001/chronology-of-the-reformationcmsacelc.pdf
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While not originally intended, the Small and Large Catechism were not seen as doctrinal 
writings, but they were included because of their great importance as teaching tools. That 
is the reason they are not placed chronologically in the book. Later, it was fully 
recognized that all doctrine was indeed covered in the Small Catechism, as well as the 
large. This diagram helps demonstrate the point that Luther’s Small Catechism is 
foundational, thus the reason it is used as the basis for minimum knowledge needed 
before partaking of The Lord’s Supper and acceptance into the Church as a 
Communicant Member. Note the word minimum, it is used for a purpose; education in the 
Lutheran Confessions is not intended to stop at this point. It is really a lifelong pursuit. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Book of Concord

The Formula of Concord

Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope

The Smalcald Articles

Apology of the Augsburg Confession

The Large Catechism

Augsburg Confession

3 Creeds
Small 
Cat.

The Formula of Concord

Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope

The Smalcald Articles

Apology of the Augsburg Confession

The Large Catechism

Augsburg Confession

3 Creeds
Small 
Cat.

The Small Catechism is 
the foundation, with 
nothing theologically 
new in the other 
documents

They contain history, 
expand our Lutheran 
theology, and are 
recommended reading



 3 

Article Structure 
 

1. The first section deals with the topic of the article, Article I, Original Sin 
 

2. The second section deals with Status or the Chief Question in the Controversy. 
 

3. This section contains two parts: 
- Affirmative Statements concerning the Pure Teaching, Faith and Confession for this 
Article, and 

- Negative Statements containing Rejection of False, Opposite Teachings. 
 

4. Example: 
 

In Article I the controversy is Original Sin and that relationship to the Nature of Man. The 
importance of this teaching has everything to do with the chief articles of our faith, about 
creation, redemption, sanctification, and the resurrection of our body. 

 
5. Prologue 

 
Even though the Book of Concord settled the issue for confessional Lutherans, it did not 
correct the errors held by other denominations in their teachings concerning Original Sin, 
as well as errors held by non-Lutherans documented in other articles. 

 
The articles in the Formula of Concord address controversies existing at those times, 
which needed settling and agreement in order for unity to be reestablished. Since that 
time there have been additional controversies arising between Lutherans and other 
denominations and within Lutheran denominations. The way theological controversies 
are settled today is vastly different, but we do have theologians that study and write 
papers on these topics. In LCMS, the staffs at our two seminaries include learned 
theologians. 

 
In the time frame this book was published the main controversies were between 
confessional, or genuine, Lutherans and the Roman Church, as well as the teachings of 
Calvin. Calvin’s teachings are found in all other Protestant denominations, including, in 
some part, the Anglican or Episcopal Church. 

 
To this day, false teachings by other denominations continue to “leaven” the thinking of 
American Lutherans, as well as other Lutherans around the world. 

 
In our day, many Lutheran denominations do not hold fast to some, or a significant part, 
of the teachings of the Book of Concord. The Unaltered Augsburg Confession and/or the 
Small Catechism are considered the minimal requirements to be “Lutheran.” 
Unfortunately, a large number of the people in the world do not recognize that all 
Lutherans do not hold to the same beliefs. 
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Lesson 2 
 
Class Time 
 
1. Review of questions arising from Lesson 1. 
 
2. Other words of interest: 
 
Unionism: Non-biblical term applied to various degrees of co-organization, joint worship, 
and/or co-operation between religious groups of various creeds and/or spiritual 
convictions. 
 
Syncretism: From Greek for “Union,” or “federation,” union or effort to unite in religious 
context, a synonym for unionism. Term can apply to various degrees of organization, joint 
worship, etc.  
 
Schism: From a Greek word for tearing apart, divide, open, cut apart, etc. The church 
uses the term in the sense of dissention, division, discord, (1 Co 1:10; 11:18; 12:25). 
Schismatics disrupt church harmony and unity. It is sometimes hard to distinguish 
between heresy and schism, since heresy leads to schism and schism presupposes 
heresy. Being formally charged as a schismatic or heretic is considered a public sin in 
LC-MS, and subject to church discipline. On the other hand, someone who draws 
attention to practices not in step with orthodox Lutheranism is not causing division, but is 
drawing attention to non-orthodox practices, which are divisive. Peace and harmony are 
not to be achieved by ignoring Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. 
 
Question: Since two parties or points of view are involved how does one determine which 
party is the schismatic? 
 
Unaltered: Not changed from the original, in reference to the first version of the 
Augsburg Confession. The altered confession was edited solely by Philip Melanchthon in 
1540 and contained compromises of doctrine and was rejected by the Orthodox 
Lutherans. Some denominations refer to the second version, called the altered 
confession, so it is important to know which the “right” one is. The altered version 
contains compromise language that both Lutherans and Reformed theologians could 
agree too, in isolation from each other. 
 
Orthodox: (It comes from two Greek words meaning “right teaching” or “right praise”).  It 
implies conformity to a certain standard; used especially in a religious sense. Those 
Lutherans who subscribe solely to Scripture and the Book of Concord are Orthodox; 
those subscribing to something less are not. Doctrine and practice are inseparable 
among the orthodox, while the unorthodox separate the two terms in practice. Give some 
examples. 
 
Heterodox: Teachings or beliefs differing from a position held to be orthodox, i.e. 
heretical. 
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Unity in the Christian Church: For it is sufficient for true unity of the Christian Church 
that the Gospel be preached in conformity with a pure understanding of it and that the 
sacraments be administered in accordance with the divine Word. (A C, Article VII, The 
Church) 

Doctrine and Practice: Separable or inseparable? Discussion 

Practice: How does our doctrine reflect itself in our Divine Services? Discussion 
 
Suggested reading: “A Visual Overview of the Reformation,” page 693 and “Index of 
Persons and Groups,” page 700, Concordia. 
 
Homework for next class (Lesson 3): Read the entire Epitome, Part I. Extra credit read 
Part II The Solid Declaration 
 
Organization of the Formula of Concord - Solid Declaration 
 
Part I: Epitome The topic of this study. 
 
Part II: Solid Declaration A General, Pure, Correct, and Definitive Restatement and 
Exposition of a Number of Articles of the Augsburg Confession Concerning Which There 
Has Been a Controversy Among Theologians For a Time, Resolved and Settled 
According to The Word of God and The Summary Formulation of Our Christian Doctrine. 
(1577) 
 
Same articles, but much deeper coverage 
 
In the following lessons the articles are covered in sequence. The start of each article, 
except Article I, begins with the True/False test. You may choose to make it open or 
closed book, based on the level of the students taking the class. These questions are not 
easy and ample time should be allocated for determining the answers. 
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Lesson 3 
 
Class Time: Review principles of FOC, Article I and II 
 

Article I Original Sin 
 

This article is foundational to other articles so it is important that it be considered first. 
 
1. State in your own words the two controversies of this article. 
 

a. Distinction of Original Sin to our nature. 
 
 

 
b. Distinction of Original Sin after the fall. 

 
 
 
2. What are the four states of human nature? (Hint, start with before the fall) 
 
 
 
3. What is the impact of separating original sin from your salvation? 
 
 
 
4. The two errors in this Article were controversies existing in the mid-1500s. Are these 

two errors manifested in any denomination or religion today? If so, name them. 
 
 a. 
 
 b. 
 

c. etc. 
 

Discussion on this question. 
 
 
Bible references:  
 
Ps. 51.5; John 3.6; Eph. 4.22; Gen. 8.21; Rom 7:18; 1 Cor. 2.14; Rom. 8.7;  Eph. 2.3; 
Rom 5.12; Rom. 6.23; Matt. 7.17. (Contained in Luther’s Small Catechism) 
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Article II: Free Will 
 
True or False 
 
I. In spiritual matters the understanding and reason of mankind are completely blind and 

by their own power understand nothing. 
 
2. A person by his own power can begin his conversion but cannot complete it without 

the Holy Spirit’s grace. 
 
3. If the Holy Spirit has made a beginning by the preaching of the Word and has offered 

His grace in the Word, then a person’s will, from its own natural powers can add 
something. 

 
4. A person’s will in his conversion is purely passive, that is, that it does nothing at all. 
 
5. A person will, though little and feebly, can help and cooperate, qualify, and prepare 

itself for grace, and so embrace and accept the Word and believe the Gospel. 
 
6. The unregenerate will of mankind is not only turned away from God, but also has 

become God’s enemy. 
 
7. A person’s will, before, in, and after conversion resists the Holy Spirit. 
 
8. In conversion a person’s will is not idle, but also does something. 
 
9. God without means, without the hearing of God’s word and also without the use of the 

holy Sacraments, draws people to Himself and enlighten, justifies and saves them. 
 

10. There are only two efficient causes for a person’s conversion, 1. the Holy Spirit and 2. 
God’s Word as the instrument of the Holy Spirit, by which He works conversion. 
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Bible references: 
 
I Corinthians 2:14 (ESV) 

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to 
him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 

 
Ephesians 4:17-18 (ESV) 

“Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, 
in the futility of their minds. [18] They are darkened in their understanding, alienated 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of 
heart.” 

 
Romans 3:11-12 (ESV) 

no one understands; 
no one seeks for God. 

[12] “All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does 
good, not even one.” 

 
Romans 8:7 (ESV) 

“For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 
law; indeed, it cannot.” 

 
Galatians 5:17 (ESV) 

For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the 
things you want to do. 

 
Acts 16:14 (ESV) 

“One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of 
purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay 
attention to what was said by Paul.” 

 
Philippians 2:13 (ESV) 

- for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Ephesians 2:8 (ESV) 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God,” 

 
Titus 3:5-6 (ESV) 

- he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, [6] whom 
he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

John 6:44 (ESV) 
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him 
up on the last day.” 

 



 9 

I Corinthians 4:7 (ESV) 
 “For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not 
receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?” 

 
I Corinthians 1:21 (ESV) 

“For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.” 

 
Romans 10:17 (ESV) 
 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” 
 
John 17:17-20 (ESV) 

“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. [18] As you sent me into the world, so I 
have sent them into the world. [19] And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they 
also may be sanctified in truth. [20] “1 do not ask for these only, but also for those who 
will believe in me through their word.” 

 
Galatians 5:17 (ESV) 

“For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the 
things you want to do.” 

 
So: (What does this mean?) 
 

• We are by nature, blind, dead and enemies of God, sinful and unclean. 
 

• Apart from the Grace of God offered in the gospel we are unable to begin, 
continue or complete the work of regeneration or conversion. 
 

• God does this all by Himself with absolutely no cooperation whatsoever at all in us. 
 

• We are completely passive when it comes to our salvation, rebirth or conversion. 
 

• The Holy Spirit works faith in us solely by means of His Word and Sacrament and 
not by anything else. 

 
• Once we have been born again our will is changed so that we no longer resist God 

but want to please him and sincerely desire both to continue in the faith and to 
show our faith through the fruits of the Spirit. 

 
What denominations today teach a different theology concerning Free Will? 
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Lesson 4 – Formula of Concord 
 

Class Time: Review any questions concerning Lesson 3 
 
Note as you go through Article III and IV how tightly coupled, yet distinctive, they are. 
 
Christology: The part of doctrinal theology, which treats the person of Jesus Christ as 
the God-man, with the human nature and the divine nature included in one man. 
 

Article III: The Righteousness of Christ 
 
True or False 
 
1. In Christ’s obedience alone, which as God and man He offered to the Father even to 

His death, He merited for us the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 
 
2. Faith not only looks to Christ’s obedience, but also to His divine nature, since it dwells 

and works in us and by this indwelling our sins are covered. 
 
3. God presents and credits to us the righteousness of Christ’s obedience. 
 
4. The righteousness of faith is actually being made righteous before God because of 

love infused by the Holy Spirit, virtues and the works following them. 
 
5. Because of the obedience of Christ’s righteousness, we are received into grace by 

God and regarded as righteous. 
 
6. Faith alone is the means and instrument through which we lay hold of Christ. 
 
7. Although renewal and love are not the chief cause of our righteousness, nevertheless 

our righteousness before God is not perfect without such love and renewal. 
 
8. For the sake of His obedience alone we have the forgiveness of sins and are regarded 

as holy and righteous before God the Father and are eternally saved. 
 
9. The promise of grace is made our own through faith in the heart, by the confession 

made with the mouth, and by other virtues. 
 

10. Many weaknesses and defects cling to the true believers even up to the day they are 
buried. 

 
11. Faith cannot exist and abide with, and alongside of, a wicked intention to sin and to act 

against the conscience. 
 

12. Faith is the sort of trust in Christ’s obedience that can exist and remain in a person 
even when he has no genuine repentance and in whom no fruits of the spirit follow. 



 11 

Bible references: 
 
Romans 5:18-19 (ESV) 

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. [19] For as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 

 
1 John 1:7 (ESV) 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 
Romans 4:4-8 (ESV) 

Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. [5] And 
to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
counted as righteousness, [6] just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to 
whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

 
[7] “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are 

covered; 
[8] Blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 

 
Romans 3:28 (ESV) 
  For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) 
 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
 the gift of God, [9] not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
 
Titus 3:5 (ESV) 

He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 

 
Ephesians 2:4-5 (ESV) 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loves us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ— by grace 
you have been saved 
 

Proverbs 17:15 (ESV) 
 He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous are both alike an 
 abomination to the Lord. 
 
Isaiah 5:23 (ESV) 

Who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of his right! 
 
Romans 8:33 Romans 8:33 (ESV) 

Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
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So: (What does this mean?) 
 
1. The righteousness that counts before God is the righteousness earned and 

accomplished by the obedience of Jesus, which He did while on earth. 
 
2. The righteousness of Christ was earned and accomplished by the whole Christ — the 

God-man. 
 
3. The righteousness of Christ is communicated to us by the Gospel: Word and 

Sacrament. 
 
4. Justify means to forgive or to absolve or to declare free from sin. It is a forensic 

(courtroom, declarative) term. Justify is to declare not guilty. 
 
5. The Righteousness of Christ is received only by faith. 
 
6. This verdict of justification is not a fiction or mistake. It is true because Jesus has 

counted His righteousness to our credit. We really are righteous. 
 
7. Faith justifies not because of anything it does but only because of what it lays hold of, 

namely, Christ. (Passive) 
 
8. At the same time faith is more than merely knowing the Jesus story. It is trust in Jesus 

and in what He has done for us. 
 
9. Although their faith may be weak and believers may have defects their salvation is 

never unsure because their certainty does not rely in their faith but in the object of 
faith — Jesus. 

 
10. Although good works done before or after God’s verdict of justification make no 

contribution to salvation, still faith cannot exist alongside of wicked intent to sin. 
 

Discussion:   
 
A.  What does the term “Once saved, always saved,” mean? Is it Lutheran doctrine? 
 
 
 
B.  Once baptized and a person falls into sin, do they need to be re-baptized? 
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Article IV: Good Works 
 
True or False 
 
1. No one ever has been saved without good works. 
 
2. Good works should be entirely excluded from the question about salvation. 
 
3. All people, especially those who are born again and renewed by the Holy Spirit, are 

obligated to do good works. 
 
4. It is impossible to be saved without good works. 
 
5. The true believers, so far as they are born again, do not offer obedience from coercion 

or the driving of the law. 
 
6. A person cannot retain faith if he intentionally perseveres (persists) in sins. 
 
7. The willingness in God’s children to do good works is never perfect. 
 
8. For the sake of Christ, God does not hold our weaknesses against us. 
 
9. Good works do not maintain faith and salvation in us. 
 

10. Since good works do not keep our faith alive, faith and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
are not lost by willful sin. 

 
11. It is necessary that Christians exercise themselves in good works in order to retain 

their faith. 
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Bible references: 
 
Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 
Matthew 7:18 (ESV) 

A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 
 
Galatians 5:22 -24 (ESV) 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. [24] And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 

 
Romans 6:1-2 (ESV) 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 

 
Romans 13:5 (ESV) 

Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the 
sake of conscience. 

 
John 15:12 (ESV) 
 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 
 
II Corinthians 9:7 (ESV) 

Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 
Romans 7:22-23 (ESV) 

For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, [23] but I see in my members 
another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law 
of sin that dwells in my members. 

 
I Corinthians 6:9-12 (ESV) 

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, [10] nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. [11] And such were some of you. But you 
were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God. [12] “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things 
are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,’ but I will not be enslaved by anything. 

 
Galatians 5:21 (ESV) 

envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
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I Peter 1:5 (ESV) 
who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 

 
Galatians 5:2 (ESV) 

Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage 
to you. 

 
Philippians 3:7-8 (ESV) 

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. [8] Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ. 

 
So: (What does this mean?) 
 
1. The creation, strengthening, preservation and building up of faith is always done by 

the Holy Spirit alone through the gospel and the sacraments. 
 
2. Good works do not contribute even the slightest to our faith. Rather the same Word 

which creates faith also produces the fruits of faith (Fruit of the Spirit). 
 
3. Still good works are not optional but necessarily follow. 
 
4. Although good works are an obligation, the new man views them as a joy and does 

not need to be coerced. 
 
5. When works are promoted as earning salvation or keeping faith alive, then these good 

works are actually harmful to salvation, not because they are not according to God’s 
will but because they are done with a self- righteous intent. 

 
6. Although good works do not sustain faith, intentional sin can certainly destroy faith. 
 
7. The Holy Spirit and faith cannot peacefully coexist with intentional sin. 

 
 
 

Discussion: 
 

A. What happens when you combine “good works” with forgiveness? Who does that? 
 
 
 
 

B.  Can one “labor too much” in Christ’s vineyard? 
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Lesson 5 - Formula of Concord 
 
Class Time: Review any questions from Lesson 4? 
 
 

Article V: The Law and Gospel 
 
Summarize the main controversy, in your own words: 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the results, or dangers, of applying Law and Gospel incorrectly? 
 

Confusion between the _______ results in the ___________ becoming ________. 
 
 
Describe in your own words the correct definition of the term Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
What does the term Moses’ veil mean? 
 
 
 
 
Is Christ’s suffering and death, proclaimed in the New Testament, Law or Gospel? 
 
 
 
Is the Law a doctrine? 
 
 
 
Is the term Gospel always used in the same sense? 
 
 
 

Article VI: The Third use of God’s Law 
 
There are three uses or functions of God’s Law. The first is that outward discipline might 
be maintained against wild disobedient people; the second is that people might be able to 
see their sins and repent. The third is that “after they are regenerate and the flesh still 
cleaves to them, they might on this account have a fixed rule according to which they are 
to regulate and direct their whole life.” 
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True of False: 
 
1. People who are converted to God have been freed and exempted from the curse and 

coercion of the law. 
 
2. So Christians do not need the law preached to them. 
 
3. The preaching of the law is not necessary for believers since they already have the 

law written on their hearts. 
 

4. Since unbelievers are unregenerate and cannot obey God it is senseless to preach to 
them the law. 

 
5. Regeneration and renewal in this life are never complete. 
 
6. Since the law always accuses and there is no accusation for those who are in Christ, 

therefore it is inappropriate to accuse Christians through the preaching of the law. 
 

7. Christians will always need the law since it will guard them from choosing divine 
services not instituted by God’s Word. 

 
8. Works of the law are forced out of a person by teaching the punishment and 

threatening of God’s wrath. 
 

9. Christians should not do good out of coercion but freely as if there were no command, 
threat or reward. 

 
10. In order that Christians please God freely, it is good if the law not be preached to 

them. 
 

11. Fruits of the Spirit are the works wrought by God’s Spirit who dwells in believers. 
 

12. It is not the preaching or preachers who determine whether preaching is the law or 
exhortation to receive the Fruit of the Spirit. Rather it is the person who hears it. 

 
13. The Law is different for believers and for unbelievers. 

 
14. The Law is God’s unchangeable will for all people. 

 
 
Bible references: 
 
Psalm 1:1-2 (ESV) 

Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

 nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
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[2] but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and 
night. 

 
Romans 6:6 (ESV) 

We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 

 
Ephesians 4:23 (ESV) 

and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 
 
Romans 7:15-23 (ESV) 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. [16] Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 
[17] So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. [18] For I know 
that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is 
right, but not the ability to carry it out. [19] For I do not do the good I want, but the evil 
I do not want is what I keep on doing. [20] Now if I do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. [21] So I find it to be a law that when I 
want to do right, evil lies close at hand. [22] For I delight in the law of God, in my inner 
being, [23] but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 

 
Galatians 5:17 (ESV) 

For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the 
things you want to do. 

 
Psalm 119:71 (ESV) 

It is good for me that I was afflicted, 
 that I might learn your statutes. 
 
Hebrews 12:8 (ESV) 

If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate 
children and not sons. 

 
Deuteronomy 12:8, 28, 32 (ESV) 

“You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, everyone doing 
whatever is right in his own eyes, [28] Be careful to obey all these words that I 
command you, that it may go well with you and with your children after you forever, 
when you do what is good and right in the sight of the Lord your God. 
[32] “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You shall not add to 

it or take from it. 
 

So: (What does this mean?) 
 

1. Christians are not perfectly regenerated and renewed in this life. 
 

2. So they tend to make up false ways of pleasing God. 
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3. And they constantly need to be shown their need of the Gospel. 

 
4. Consequently it is necessary for Christians to have the law preached to them. 

 
5. The obedience God wants is not from coercion but is given freely. 

 
6. To the extent that we are coerced to do the right thing it is called “works of the law” 

and is not pleasing to God. 
 
7. To the extent that we do the right thing freely it is called “Fruit of the Spirit” and is 

pleasing to God. 
 
8. As long as we are in this life we will be partially regenerate and partially not 

regenerated so that all the things we do in conformity with God’s will can be 
considered both works of the law and the Fruit of the Spirit. 

 
8. Only the Gospel motivates us towards producing Fruit of the Spirit. 
 
9. But the Gospel does not inform us as to right and wrong. 
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Lesson 6 - Formula of Concord 
 
Class Time: Review any questions from Lesson 5? 
 
 

Article VII: The Holy Supper of Christ 
 
1. The main controversy, in your own words: 
 
 
 
 
2. What are the dangers of communing incorrectly, and how can it happen? 
 
 
 
 
3. Confusion over the complete doctrine of the Holy Supper results in what? 
 
 
 
 
4. Describe in your own words the reason for so many not understanding this doctrine. 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What does the term Close (or closed) communion mean? 
 
 
 
 
6. Name the three main views or practices of communion that are offered by the major 

Christian denominations? 
 
 
 
7. How does one know they are worthy to take communion? 
 
 
 
8. What is the official stance of LCMS regarding the Holy Supper, in your own words? 
 
 
 



 21 

Article VII: The Holy Supper of Christ 
 
There are three main teachings of what is actually present and received by those 
communing, following consecration, when taking the Holy Supper. These can be stated 
this way. Transubstantiation (Roman Catholic, 2 elements become 2 new elements), 
wherein bread and wine lose their natural substance and become Christ’s body and 
blood and only appear to be bread and wine. Sacramentarians (Calvin, etc., 2 elements 
stay the same 2 elements), wherein bread and wine or juice, at best, represent (i.e. are 
symbols or tokens of] Christ’s spiritual presence. True Presence (Lutheran, 2 elements 
become 4 elements), wherein the bread and wine are present together with the body and 
blood of Jesus under the bread and wine. 
 
True or False: 
 

1. People who take communion in an LCMS church are always assured that all the 
believers hold the same faith. 

 
2. Holy Communion is just between God and me, nothing else is important. 

 
3. I need not be concerned if others at the rail are taking communion unworthily. 

 
4. Proper communion includes the understanding that I am taking communion with all 

the saints, past and present, who hold to the scriptural teaching on the sacrament. 
 

5. Communion is based on Christ’s words, not the words of men.  
 

6. It is okay to take communion in another Lutheran denomination as long as that 
denomination is in fellowship with LCMS. 

 
7. Unionism would result if I took communion in a church that is not in officially 

declared fellowship with the LCMS regardless of whether it is Lutheran or not. 
 

8. There is no difference between close communion and closed communion. 
 

9. I do not need to be concerned about how any leftover elements are disposed. 
 

10. It is okay for the officiating pastor to consume the remaining elements after all 
have been communed. 
 

11. Taking communion from the chalice is more sanitary than the individual cups, with 
the possible exception of when a highly contagious disease being present. 

 
12. Confession before taking communion is a requirement in LCMS. 

 
13. The officiating pastor’s worthiness does not impact the validity of receiving 

communion that has been rightly consecrated. 
 

14. Communion is a sacrifice for the sins of the living and the dead. 
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Bible references: 
 
I Corinthians 10:16 ESV 
Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of 
Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?  
 
Ephesians 1:22-23 ESV 
And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:27-29 ESV 
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, 
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks 
without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
 
John 3:18-19 ESV 
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because their works were evil. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:21 ESV 
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the 
table of the Lord and the table of demons. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:24-26 ESV 
...and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body which is for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord's death until he comes. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:27ESV 
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 
 
Hebrews 10: 14, 18 ESV 
For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.... 
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
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So: (What does this mean?) 

 
1. Those taking communion unworthily do not affect the worthiness of others taking 

communion, although the body of Christ (the true church) is not unaffected by 
such unworthy participation. 

 
2. Taking communion unworthily is taking judgment onto oneself. 

 
3. Taking communion outside of the LCMS or those bodies not in fellowship with the 

LCMS is unionism and it is forbidden by Scripture, the Confessions and the LCMS 
Constitution. 

 
4. When you take communion it is with all saints past and present and thus it has 

both a vertical and horizontal element. 
 

5. We receive communion as a sacrament that delivers the forgiveness of our sins to 
our very bodies. 

 
6. We believe, teach and confess that all the worthiness of this heavenly feast is 

founded on Christ’s perfect person, obedience and merit and not on anything we 
have done. 

 
7. The unworthy guest is one who does not believe that they are receiving the true 

body and blood of Jesus in Sacrament for the forgiveness of sins, and is not 
confessing the same faith handed down by the church fathers, as defined in our 
confessions. 

 
8. Martin Luther did not make up a new ceremony concerning the Holy Supper but 

restored it to its pristine state and purpose according to Christ’s institution. 
 
9. Good Lutheran communion practice includes a well worded Law and Gospel 

based communion announcement which indicates prior to participating in the Holy 
Supper at an altar different than their own, one should check with the pastor in 
order to preclude those not in fellowship from partaking and how they may partake 
in the future. 
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What elements of our doctrine on the Holy Supper do you see in the following picture of 
the central panel of the Triptych at St. Mary City Church, Wittenberg, Germany? 
 

1. The painting represents all _________, _______ & ____________. 
2. Who is the Officiant:  ____________. 
3. What Apostles can you identity ____________________________. 
4. Who at the table is not an Apostle (besides Christ)? ____________. 

 
  

 

For	more	information	see	How	Art	Teaches	Theology.	Available	from	
Churchmatterssolutions.org	or	info@churchmatterssolutions.org	
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Lesson 7 - Formula of Concord 

 
Class Time: Review any questions from Lesson 6 
 

Article VIII: The Person of Christ 
 
True or False 
 
1. Because of the character of the human nature it is impossible for Christ to be in more 

than one place at the same time, much less everywhere, with His body. 
 
2. Christ is present with us on earth in the Word, the Sacraments, and in all our troubles 

only according to his divinity. 
 
3. Christ, according to His human mind, has a certain limit as to how much He knows. 
 
4. Only the humanity of Christ has suffered for us and redeemed us. 
 
5. When it is said that God dies this is not meant literally for clearly God cannot die. 
 
6. Since it is impossible for a human being to have the characteristics of God we must 

say that Jesus, as a man, is not in all places at the same time. 
 
7.   There are two natures in Christ: human and divine. The divine nature is from eternity 

and the human was received into the person of God’s Son, in time. Both will exist in 
Christ unto eternity. 
 

8. Each nature of Christ keeps its natural, essential properties to all eternity, and the 
essential attributes of the one nature never become the essential properties of the 
other. 

 
9. The two natures in Christ since the incarnation do not exist by themselves. 
 

10. We must always distinguish the two natures and never separate them. 
 

11. Christ received all majesty at the point of his conception in the womb of Mary. 
 

12. Christ is present in the sacrament according to both his human nature and his divine 
nature.  
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Bible references: 
 

Colossians 2:9 
I Peter 1:12 
Luke 24:26 
Ephesians 1:20-23 
John 5:21,27 
I John 1:7 
Matthew 28:18-20 
John 13:3 
John 3:35 
 
So: (What does this mean?) 
 
1. There are two distinct natures in Christ. 
 
2. Yet there is a union (often called the personal union) in which the human nature of 

Christ was taken into the person of the Son of God. 
 
3. God and man form one person: Christ. 
 
4. The divine nature has existed from eternity 
 
5. The human nature came into being at the time of Christ’s conception. 
 
6. Yet upon conception the two natures can never be separated. 

 
7. The attributes belonging essentially to only one nature are always ascribed to the 

whole person. 
 
8. All the majesty of Christ’s divine nature is communicated to the human nature so that 

you can say that a man has all the majesty of God. 
 
9. Whatever Christ is sent to do and accomplishes, is done by the entire Christ so that 

you can say that a man redeemed us, or that God suffered for us. 
 

10. Whatever actions Christ has performed or will perform for our salvation are done by 
the God man according and by both his Human and divine natures. 
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Article IX The Descent of Christ into Hell 
 
True or False 
 
 
 
1. Christ’s decent into Hell was part of His suffering and death (His humiliation) 
 
2. Christ’s decent into Hell is just another way of saying that Jesus really died. 
 
3. Only Christ’s spirit descended into Hell, as his body was still in the grave. 
 
4. The decent into Hell is part of Christ’s victory. 
 
5. Christ’s decent into Hell refers to Christ’s pain and humiliation prior to His death. 
 
6. The descent only means Christ’s body descended to Hell. 
 
7. The descent only means Christ’s “descended into the grave.” 
 
8. When He descended into Hell Jesus was under the power of the devil for 3 days. 

 
 

Bible References 
 
1 Peter 3:19-20 
 
1 Peter 4:6 
 
Philippians 2:9-10 
 
Romans 10:7 
 
Ephesians 4:9-10 
 
So (What does this mean?) 
 
We know that after burial Christ descended into Hell, destroyed Hell for all believers and 
delivers them from the power of the devil. 
 
The belief in Christ’s decent into hell is only possible through faith alone. 
 

It is one more mystery that can only be known when we are with Christ in His Glory.
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Lesson 8 - Formula of Concord 
 
Class Time: Review any questions from Lesson 7 

 
Article X: Church Practices 

 
Definition — Adiaphora: ceremonies or customs neither commanded nor forbidden in 
the word of God. 
 
True or False 
 
I. There are times when you may not be obligated to confess true teaching or promote 

those things that pertain to the true religion. 
 
2. We should not regard as indifferent the kinds of things which are fundamentally 

opposed to God’s word. 
 
3. In regard to true adiaphora or indifferent things we believe and confess that such 

ceremonies, in and of themselves, are not worship of God or any part of it. 
 
4. The community of God in every time and place has the right and authority to change, 

reduce or expand adiaphora practices according to circumstances in an orderly and 
appropriate manner. 

 
5. We should never give up our Christian freedom even for the sake of the weak in faith. 
 
6. In a time of controversy when a confession is needed, nothing is truly an adiaphora. 
 
7. Because Jesus said, “turn the other cheek,” we should give in to our opponents in any 

matters, which are not doctrinal but truly indifferent. 
 
8. We should never accept the imposition of customs as if indifferent matters were really 

a matter of law. 
 
9. No one shall burden the church with traditions or allow the authority of any person to 

count for more than the Word. 
 

10. In the time of persecution, for the sake of peace, people may comply with the enemies 
of the holy Gospel in indifferent things. 

 
11. Churches should not condemn one another because of difference in ceremonies as 

long as these churches are otherwise united in teaching. 
  

12. Compromise in indifferent external things where Christian agreement in doctrine has 
not already been achieved strengthens idolaters in their idolatry. 
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Bible references: 
 
Romans 14:1-3, 15, 21 
 
Acts 16:1-3 
 
Matthew 18:7 
 
Galatians 5:1-2 
 
I Corinthian 7:18-19 
 
Galatians 2:3-5 
 
II Corinthians 6:14 

 
So: (What does this mean?) 
 
1. Ceremonies or ecclesiastical practices that are neither commanded nor forbidden in 

God’s Word, but have been established only for good order and decorum are in and of 
themselves not worship ordained by God. 

 
2. Every community of God has the authority to alter such ceremonies according to its 

own situation. (A community of God was not necessarily a specific individual 
congregation and was certainly not an individual pastor but was a district or specific 
larger collection of congregations). 

 
3. Frivolity and offense in ceremonies must be avoided and special consideration must 

be given particularly to those who are weak in faith. 
 
4. In a time of persecution or controversy when an unequivocal confession of the faith is 

demanded of us we dare not yield to the opponents even in indifferent matters. 
 
5. In such a situation it is not indifferent matters that are at stake. 
 
6. Actually in such matters the truth of the Gospel is at stake. We dare not give the 

impression that we are in agreement with our opponents. 
 
7. And Christian freedom is also at stake since the imposition of practices not 

commanded in God’s Word is wrong. 
 
8. At the same time when there is agreement in doctrine we should not condemn one 
 another because of difference in external ceremonies. 
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Article XII: Other Sects and Factions 
 
True or False 
 
1. Our righteousness before God includes not only Christ’s obedience and merit but 

also our renewal and the holiness and piety of our Christian walk. 
 
2. Children who are not baptized are not necessarily sinners before God but are 

righteous before God by their own innocence. 
 
3. Children are to be baptized even if they have not gained or may never gain the use of 

reason and cannot confess their faith themselves. 
 
4. The Children of Christians, since they have been born of believing parents can be 

God’s children even before or without baptism. 
 
5. Just because a church once was wrong that does not mean that no one should ever 

hear sermons in that church or attend services there. 
 
6. A Christian cannot without injury to conscience use a government office against the 

wicked in matters that may occur nor appeal to the power of the secular government. 
 
7. Officials may without injury to their conscience take the life of evildoers. 

 
8. A Christian cannot with a good conscience be a weapon maker. 
 
9. Married persons may not be divorced just because of differences in faith. 
 

10. The ministry of the Church — the Word preached and heard and the sacraments 
rightly administered — is the means by which God the Holy Spirit teaches people and 
works in them saving knowledge of Christ, conversion, repentance, faith, and new 
obedience. 

 
11. The water of Baptism in not a means by which God the Lord seals adoption and 

works regeneration. 
 

12. A congregation in which no public excommunication or regular process of the ban is 
observed is not a true Christian congregation. 

 
13. The minister who is not truly renewed, righteous, and godly, cannot teach other 

people with profit or administer real true Sacraments. 
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Phil. 3:8-9 
Whatever was to my profit I consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I 
consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I 
have gained Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ — the righteousness that 
come from God and is by faith.  

 
Acts 2:38-40 

Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your 
sins may be forgiven. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will 
call.  
 

Psalm 51:5 
Behold I was born in sin and in sin did my mother conceive me.  

 
Romans 13:1-4 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 
established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on 
themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do 
wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right 
and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid. For he does not bear the sword for nothing.  

 
Matthew 19:8-9 

Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was 
not that way from the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except 
for marital unfaithfulness and marries another woman commits adultery.  
 

Matthew 28:19-20 
Go and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to observe everything which I have 
commanded you.  
 

John3:5 
Unless a man is born of water and the spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  

 
Phil. 1:15-18 

It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of good will. 
The latter do so in love, know that I am put here for the defense of the Gospel. The 
former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir 
up trouble for me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is 
that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And 
because of this I rejoice.  
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Lesson 9 - Formula of Concord 
 

Class Time: Questions from Lesson 8 
 

Article XI: God’s Eternal Foreknowledge and Election 
True or False 
 
I. The eternal foreknowledge of God applies to both the godly and the evil. 
 
2. The eternal election of God applies only to the children of God who are chosen and 

predestined to eternal life. 
 
3. Before it happens God sees and knows what the perverted evil will of the devil and of 

human beings intends and actually will undertake and do. 
 
4. Since God’s foreknowledge must, of necessity happen, since God cannot be wrong or 

misinformed, it is the origin or cause of evil. 
 
5. God’s eternal election not only foresees and foreknows the salvation of the elect but 

His election is also a cause of our salvation. 
 
6. If God foreknows my salvation it cannot harm me if I practice all kinds of sin and vice 

without repentance, despise Word and sacrament and have no concern for faith, 
prayer or godly living. 

 
7. One should, as a matter of course, refrain from speculation over the naked, secret, 

hidden and inscrutable foreknowledge of God. 
 
8. The entire teaching of God’s intention, counsel, will and preordination concerning our 

redemption (calling, justification and salvation), must be taken as a unit. 
 
9. If you are not foreknown to salvation from eternity everything is in vain. 
 

10. Only the elect, “whose names are written in the Book of Life” will be saved. 
 

11. The promise of the Gospel is universal, that is, it pertains to all people. 
 

12. The call from God, which takes place through the preaching of the Word, is powerful 
only among those whom God has predestined. 

 
13. Outwardly, through the Word, God calls into His kingdom all to whom He gives His 

Word, but in His heart He does not intend to call all people but only a few. 
 

14. The cause of damnation is the perverted human will, which rejects or perverts the 
Word and Sacraments, which are the means and instruments of the Holy Spirit. 
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15.  God has preordained my salvation through His eternal intention, which cannot fail or 
be overthrown, and He has placed it for safekeeping into the almighty hand of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, from whom no one can snatch us away. 
 

16. The eternal election of God should be considered in Christ and not apart from Christ. 
 

17. Everything having to do with our salvation, from our call in the Gospel, to the creation 
of faith, to the doing of good works, to our eternal glory, has been predestined by 
God. 

 
18. The reason why some who hear the Word do not believe is their own fault. 

 
19. Not only the sheer mercy of God in Christ but also something in us, such as lack of 

resistance to God or faith, is a cause of God’s election. 
 

20. The eternal election by God of sinners is the purest of Gospel and when taught 
correctly gives no one cause for faintheartedness or a brazen dissolute life. 

 
21. If the doctrine of election is taught in such a way that a troubled Christian gains no 

comfort from it, but is thrown into doubt, then it is certainly not being presented 
according to the Word of God. 
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Bible references: 
 
Isaiah 37:28 
John 10:28 
Acts 13:48 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Rev. 20:15 
Romans 3:22 
Romans 1:16 
Matthew 22:14 
Matthew 23:37 
Hosea 13:9 
John 6:37 
Romans 9:11-13 
Romans 8:28-30 
 
So: (What does this mean?) 
 
1. The entire human race has been truly redeemed and reconciled with God through 

Christ. 
 
2. The merit and benefits of Christ are to be offered, given and distributed to us through 

his Word and sacraments. 
 
3. God wants all men to be saved and the gospel of Christ is powerful no matter to 

whom it is preached. 
 
4. God’s election applies only to the righteous, God pleasing children of God. 

 
5. God’s predestination is a cause of our salvation, which God brings about. 
 
6. We are not to determine the secret will of God but to know His gracious will toward us 

only by the Gospel. 
 
7. “Many are called but few are chosen” does not mean that God does not want to save 

everyone. Rather it means that the reason for condemnation lies in their not hearing 
God’s Word at all or arrogantly despising it. 

 
8. A Christian should only think about the article of God’s eternal election to the extent 

that it is revealed in God’s Word. 
 
9. The reason God elects us is solely His mercy and grace without any merit of ours at 

all. It is solely according to the purpose of His will as determined in Christ Jesus. 


