Since 1847 The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod has been a
church body strong in God’s Word. But in recent years the
Synod has failed to live up its heritage of faithfulness to the
Lutheran Confessions.

Pure doctrine must always contend with error, and it has become clear in recent years
that the unity the LCMS enjoyed for decades has begun to erode. The following are
areas of concern within the LCMS:
•Pure Doctrine
•The Office of The Holy Ministry
•Holy Communion
•Unbiblical Removal of Pastors from
•The Divine Service and Liturgical
their Calls
Offices
•The Church’s Mission and Her
•Unionism and Syncretism
Evangelistic Task
•Service of Women in the Church (Order
•Ecclesiastical Supervision
of Creation)
•Dispute Resolution
The errors fall into three categories:
1) Errors which are against the LCMS official position, but are tolerated in our
Synod.
2) Errors which have been officially adopted by our Synod in convention.
3) Errors in a policy, program, or existing practice in our Synod.

It is the hope of those joining together in the ACELC to make
public the official and tolerated errors of the LCMS in such a
way that a productive discussion can be held within and around
our Synod to address, correct and resolve those matters that are
in dispute among us.

(1/2)

• On July 15, 2010, the ACELC mailed out a Fraternal Letter of
Admonition and a catalog of errors to LCMS congregations.
• Teaching materials and ‘Evidence of Errors’ documents have
been made available at ACELC.net.
• The ACELC will submit identified errors which have been
officially adopted by our Synod in convention (Category 2) to
the LCMS Commission on Theology and Church Relations per
the LCMS Dissent Process (Bylaws 1.8.1. & 1.8.2).
• Overtures will be submitted to district and national conventions
to address the identified errors.
(2/2)

On October 1, 2010, three representatives of the ACELC Steering
Committee and three representatives of the Council of Presidents of The
LCMS met for 4 1/2 hours. As a result of that meeting the following joint
statement was issued:
"Report of the ‘Group of Six’ – (Richard Bolland, Daniel Bremer, Ray
Mirly, Herbert Mueller, Drew Newman, Russ Sommerfeld)
1. We met in St. Louis October 1, 2010, and had fraternal discussion.
2. All six agree we have theological issues that need to be discussed under
the Word of God.
3. The way we pastors talk and think about one another needs also to be
brought under the Word of God.
4. Together we seek and support a process of the whole Synod to come to
agreement on and to resolve these issues under the Word of God." (1/3)

On Friday, November 12, 2010, in a meeting at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church in Kansas City, Missouri, representatives of the
Steering Committee of the ACELC, 1st Vice-President. Herb
Mueller, and District Presidents Russ Sommerfeld and Ray
Mirly agreed that there is an urgency for a comprehensive study
of doctrinal and practical issues within the LCMS. We therefore
strongly encourage the Council of Presidents to recommend to
President Harrison and 1st Vice-President Mueller to consider
the incorporation into a Koinonia project the topics addressed
by the "Ten Concerns" of the ACELC.
(2/3)

We further suggest that a high priority be given to develop indepth Bible/Confessional studies for laity and for clergy that
lead to a Synod-wide study of Worship and Holy
Communion. We ask that all clergy and their congregations
commit themselves to participate in these studies. It is further
encouraged that these studies will be expanded to be conducted
at a Circuit Forum level to engage clergy and laity in this effort.

(3/3)

• To collectively press upon the Synod the importance, necessity, and
urgency of directly addressing and resolving these errors.
• To collectively make known the unity of concern over these errors.
• To collectively produce documentation and resources on what the errors
are, why they are errors, what consequences the errors cause, and how to
correct the errors and institute biblical practices that hold the promise of
God’s blessing.
• To collectively pool resources for distribution of this documentation and
resources.
• To collectively work toward unity of faith between congregations in
ministry and missions to the end of faithful proclamation of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to all nations, that the Holy Spirit may work “when and
where he pleases, in those who hear the Gospel” (AC V).

Some have claimed that the actions of the ACELC are
schismatic. To be schismatic means that one is seeking to break
fellowship or separate oneself from the Church without
sufficient doctrinal cause. Since the ACELC is not suggesting
that we break fellowship or separate ourselves from the LCMS,
the ACELC cannot be considered schismatic.

(1/2)

“By the term 'schism' we mean a division in the Church which
God's Word does not enjoin, but which is begun by men for
carnal reasons and therefore is sinful, e.g., a separation because of
differences in church customs, church terms, order of worship,
etc.…Such, however, as separate from a church body because it
tenaciously clings to false doctrine are unjustly called schismatics,
separatists, etc. This separation is commanded in Scripture (Rom.
16:17) and is the only means of restoring and maintaining true
unity in the Christian Church.” – Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper

The ACELC seeks unity, not division. Error is opposed to unity
– only by speaking against error can true unity be achieved.

(2/2)

“Oh, therefore, let us never listen to those who praise and extol
the conflict of the Reformation for the pure Gospel but want to
know nothing of a similar conflict in our days. God's command:
‘Contend for the faith!’ applies to all times, also to ours…Nor let
us be concerned that for the sake of our conflict our names are
rejected as malicious people. Even Luther and his helpers once
had to experience this, and today millions bless them after they
are long since at rest in their graves. If today we show that we are
not the degenerated but the true children of the Reformation,
some day when we also lie dust to dust, our children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren will bless us.” – C. F. W.
Walther

Scripture commands every Christian to speak out against false
doctrine:
“For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I
hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in
part, for there must be factions among you in order that those
who are genuine among you may be recognized.” -- I
Corinthians 11:18-19 (ESV)
(1/3)

Scripture commands every Christian to speak out against false
doctrine:
“I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause
divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you
have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve
our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk
and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.” -- Romans
16:17 (ESV)
(2/3)

Scripture commands every Christian to speak out against false
doctrine:
“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who
is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and
his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience
and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,
and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off
into myths.” -- II Timothy 4:1-4
(3/3)

The ACELC seeks only to support the very first objective of
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod as stated in its own
Constitution:
“The Synod, under Scripture and the Lutheran
Confessions shall – 1. Conserve and promote the unity of
the true faith (Eph. 4:3-6; I Cor. 1:10)…and provide a
united defense against schism, sectarianism (Rom. 16:17),
and heresy;” (2007 Handbook, Article III, p. 11)

The timing of the Letter of Admonition has been criticized by
some people who thought that it followed too closely on the
election of Matthew Harrison as President of the Synod.

In his 2008 paper “It’s Time,” Matthew Harrison holds that the
problems of the Synod cannot be solved in a merely political or
structural way. He argues that “It’s Time for us to confront the
more fundamental issues which prevent us from fulfilling the
divine vocation which is before us.” His solution:
“It is time to stop “beating around the bush.” It is time for a
serious, decade-long effort—a non-politically organized and
driven effort to regain theological and practical unity in the
Synod.” (Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, “It’s Time,” p. 10)
But what would such an effort look like?

• The letter was in preparation for nearly a year at the time of its
mailing; the first Steering Committee meeting for the ACELC
was held on August 6, 2009.
• The ACELC had originally planned to mail the letter before
the 2010 Convention, but it was later decided that the mailing
date should be postponed until after the election to avoid the
appearance of political maneuvering. The letter was to be
mailed regardless of the outcome of the election.

It is never the wrong time to speak against error.

President Harrison calls his plan to unite the Synod the Koinonia Project.
“I have thought for some years that the way forward would be to bring
together respected and capable people representing various constituencies
and viewpoints. …The group (or groups, since a number of local efforts
were the prerequisite for the great result of the Formula of Concord) would
have to be of modest size, perhaps a dozen or so. Those present would have
to be highly regarded by individuals sharing their general viewpoints, and
known by the Synod at large to be principled, but also pious and reasonable.
In fact, given the current status of things, it might even be best if this group
were to form of its own accord, and thus without the accusation or even
suspicion of machination (emphasis added).” (Rev. Matthew C. Harrison,
"It's Time,” p. 10)
(1/2)

These groups would identify and discuss the issues that our
Synod faces, setting them out in terms of ‘What we affirm’ and
‘What we reject.’ They would come to a consensus on what “can
be, and actually is affirmed and or rejected by all, or nearly all
parties at the table… The goal would simply be to come to a
point of doctrinal agreement which is God-pleasing and
sufficient for both God-pleasing Christian freedom and also
God-pleasing uniformity of doctrine and practice.”

(2/2)

“When a theologian is asked to yield and make concession in
order that peace may at last be established in the Church, but
refuses to do so even in a single point of doctrine, such an action
looks to human reason like intolerable stubbornness, yea, like
down-right malice...But in the end it becomes manifest that this
very determined, inexorable tenacity in clinging to the pure
teaching of the divine Word by no means tears down the Church;
on the contrary, it is just this which, in the midst of greatest
dissension, builds up the Church and ultimately brings about
genuine peace.” (C.F.W. Walther, The Proper Distinction Between
Law and Gospel, Concordia Publishing House, pp. 28-30)
(1/2)

We can have genuine peace in the LCMS. If we are open and
honest about our differences, and address them in a spirit of
gentleness, we can restore true unity in doctrine and practice in
our Synod.

(2/2)

Is your congregation interested in helping to
establish unity in our Synod by joining the ACELC?

“A congregation or church body which abides by God’s order, in which therefore God’s Word
is taught in its purity and the Sacraments administered according to the divine institution, is
properly called an orthodox church (ecclesia orthodoxa, pura). But a congregation or church
body which, in spite of the divine order, tolerates false doctrine in its midst is properly called a
heterodox church (ecclesia heterodoxa, impura)…With regard to the orthodox character of a
church body note well: (1) A church body is orthodox only if the true doctrine, as we have it
in the Augsburg Confession and the other Lutheran Symbols, is actually taught in its pulpits
and its publications and not merely ‘officially’ professed as its faith. Not the ‘official’ doctrine,
but the actual teaching determines the character of a church body, because Christ enjoins that
all things whatsoever He has commanded His disciples should actually be taught and not
merely acknowledged in an ‘official document’ as the correct doctrine. It is patent that faith in
Christ will be created and preserved through the pure Gospel only when that Gospel is really
proclaimed. (2) A Church body does not forfeit its orthodox character by reason of the casual
intrusion of false doctrine…A church body loses its orthodoxy only when it no longer applies
Rom. 16:17, hence does not combat and eventually remove the false doctrine, but tolerates it
without reproof and thus actually grants it equal right with the truth (emphasis added).”
-- Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper

1. Pure Doctrine:
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran
Confessions uphold the absolute maintenance of pure
doctrine. Today (using outreach as a justification), there are
those in the LCMS who claim that we cannot any longer waste
time on “incessant internal doctrinal purification.” We reject
the toleration of this error. (3)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions teach that unity
(that is, full agreement) in doctrine and practice is the basis
for establishing pulpit and altar fellowship. Today some have
indicated that the unifying factor among Christians is not
absolute agreement on every word and interpretation of
doctrine and practice. We reject the toleration of this error.
(3)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions uphold the
Order of Creation as the framework within which both
Church and home must function in order for the home and
congregation to properly reflect Christ and His bride the
Church. Today some in the LCMS insist that if the Synod

wishes to remain faithful, we must reevaluate how we interpret
God’s Word in its teaching that women not be allowed to
exercise the office of the pastoral ministry. We reject the
toleration of this error. (3)
2. Holy Communion:
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions insist that full
agreement in every article of doctrine must serve as the
standard for admission to Holy Communion at the Lord’s
altar in evangelical practice of the Lord’s Supper. Today
significant disagreements and many contradictory practices
exist in the LCMS regarding admission to the Lord's Supper
where many congregations today regularly welcome nonLutherans and/or Lutherans from heterodox Church bodies
with which the LCMS is not in altar and pulpit fellowship. We
reject the toleration of these errors. (3)
1)Errors which are against the LCMS official position, but are tolerated in
our Synod.
2)Errors which have been officially adopted by our Synod in convention.
3)Errors in a policy, program, or existing practice in our Synod.

3. The Divine Service and Liturgical Offices:
Holy Scripture and our Lutheran Confessions give witness to the
faithfulness of liturgical worship and its power to unify the Church, to
faithfully teach God’s people, respect her traditions, and to reflect the
unity of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – whom we
worship. Additionally, liturgy serves chiefly for the proper administration
of the pure Word and Sacraments (Augsburg Confession and Apology
XIV). There the liturgy is confessed not chiefly as our sacrifice to God,
but the means whereby He delivers His gifts to us. These same gifts are the
marks of the Church (Augustana VII). Some have asserted that the LCMS
Constitution Article VI (which reads: “Conditions for acquiring and
holding membership in the Synod are the following: 4. Exclusive use of
doctrinally pure agenda, hymnbooks, and catechism in church and
school”) is “nebulous.” We reject this errant conclusion. (3)

action in worship is taken by our gracious God who serves His people
with His gifts of Word and Sacrament. Today, the liturgical practices of
some LCMS pastors and congregations have been predicated on the false
belief that worship is primarily the action of men who are present to serve
God. We reject the toleration of this error. (1)

Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions inform us that worship is an
expression of the unity of the God who gathers us and the unity of the
faith we believe, teach and confess, and that therefore we should “strive for
uniformity” in our worship as did the early Lutheran confessors and Dr.
C.F.W. Walther in founding the Missouri Synod. Today many LCMS
officers, pastors and congregations have insisted that striving for unity and
uniformity is an unbiblical binding of the Christian’s freedom and
conscience, and that much greater diversity of worship forms would serve
the Church better. Unfortunately this has led not to new compositions of
Holy Scripture and our Lutheran Confessions insist that all heterodox Lutheran hymns and liturgical settings but to importing worship forms
doctrine and practice (that is, false teaching) have no part in the worship from alien practices of Methodists, Baptists, Pentecostals and others. We
and life of a Lutheran congregation. Today, however, some LCMS reject these errors. (3)
congregations openly and unapologetically employ the teachings of
Arminian and Reformed theology by such false teachers as Rev. Rick
Warren, Rev. Bill Hybels, Rev. John Maxwell, Rev. Carl George and others. 1)Errors which are against the LCMS official position, but are tolerated in
We reject the toleration of these errors and insist that there is no virtue to
our Synod.
any false teaching. (1)
2)Errors which have been officially adopted by our Synod in convention.
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions declare that the primary

3)Errors in a policy, program, or existing practice in our Synod.

4. Unionism and Syncretism:
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions condemn
every expression of unionistic worship (that is, joint worship
with other Christians with whom we are not in doctrinal
agreement), or syncretistic worship (that is, joint worship
with those who are not Christian). Yet in our day there are
some LCMS officers, pastors and congregations who, with
impunity, have joined in worship services with those with
whom we are not in doctrinal agreement, and even with
those of non-Christian, false religions. We reject this error.
(1)
5. Service of Women in the Church (Order of Creation):
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions are very clear
that life within the Christian congregation should be
governed in accord with the doctrine of the Order of
Creation. Today the LCMS has condoned, and officially
adopted a position in which women may serve as elders,
congregational presidents and vice-presidents, may assist
with communion distribution, and publicly proclaim the

Word of God in worship services by reading Holy Scripture.
Such changes within the LCMS represent a capitulation to
the culture, deny the third use of the Law, and promote
Gospel Reductionism, which our Synod previously rejected.
We reject these errors. (2)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions clearly teach
that women are not to occupy the Office of the Holy
Ministry. Yet today some pastors in our Synod have been
allowed to remain on our Ministers of Religion – Ordained
roster while publicly stating their belief that it is proper to
ordain women into the pastoral office – and this without
correction or removal. We reject the toleration of this error.
(1)
1)Errors which are against the LCMS official position, but are tolerated in
our Synod.
2)Errors which have been officially adopted by our Synod in convention.
3)Errors in a policy, program, or existing practice in our Synod.

6. The Office of The Holy Ministry:
Holy Scripture, in such passages as Romans 10:15; Hebrews 5:4; I
Corinthians 12:28; Numbers 16; Jeremiah 23:21; and Acts 1:1526, and the Lutheran Confessions declare in the Augsburg
Confession, Article XIV: “Our churches teach that no one should
publicly teach in the Church, or administer the Sacraments,
without a rightly ordered call.” At the Synodical convention in
Wichita, Kansas (1989) the unbiblical category of “lay ministers”
was established. This has resulted in laymen, neither ordained nor
rightly called, errantly serving LCMS congregations. Even now
some Lay Ministers continue to serve in Word and Sacrament
“ministry” to the congregations of Synod. We reject this error. (2)
While there may be different routes to prepare a man to serve in
the pastoral office, this violation of Augustana XIV was furthered
by the establishment of Distance Education Leading to
Ordination (DELTO) in which laymen not properly called and
ordained continue to provide Word and Sacrament Ministry to
LCMS Congregations. We reject this error. (2)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions insist in Article XIV
that the administration of the Sacraments be retained only by
those properly called to administer them. The only means for

“licensing” a man to serve as minister of Word and Sacrament is
the divine call to the Office of the Holy Ministry and nothing
else. Today many vicarage supervising pastors of the Synod illicitly
insist that their vicars consecrate and administer the Lord’s Supper
to home bound members of their parishes and even in Divine
Services. The consciences of many vicars are thereby burdened by
this demand. We reject this error. (2)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, as well as Dr.
C.F.W. Walther, clearly teach that the Office of the Holy Ministry
and the royal priesthood of the baptized are distinct from one
another. The notion promoted by some that “everyone is a
minister” distorts both the use of the term “ministry” in the
Lutheran Confessions as well as the royal priesthood of the
baptized so that what any Christian does is measured against the
ministry of Word and Sacrament, and the doctrine of vocation is
lost. We reject this error. (1)
1)Errors which are against the LCMS official position, but are tolerated in
our Synod.
2)Errors which have been officially adopted by our Synod in convention.
3)Errors in a policy, program, or existing practice in our Synod.

7. Unbiblical Removal of Pastors from their Calls:
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions insist that a
called pastor must be found guilty of persistently holding to
false doctrine, falling into gross moral failure, or unwilling
and/or unable to complete the duties of his office in order
to be biblically removed from his call. Today there have been
many LCMS congregations which have “fired” their pastors
for no biblical cause. We reject the toleration of this error.
(3)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions call for proper
due process (I Timothy 5:17-22) for any pastor whose
congregation is seeking his deposal. Today some LCMS
congregations have deposed their pastor without this due
process, claiming that their pastor is an “at will employee.”
We reject the toleration of this error. (3)
Holy Scripture and our Lutheran Confessions declare that
the Christian congregation alone has the authority to extend
a call to a pastor. Today some LCMS district presidents have
wrongfully inserted themselves into the call process by
denying information to calling congregations on some

pastors whom that congregation was considering for a call,
and by removing names from a call list without biblical
cause, and this frequently without providing any reason for
either action. We reject these errors. (1)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions call on all
Christians to deal with sin in accord with Matthew 18:1517. Today some LCMS district presidents and/or their
circuit counselors have interfered in the ministry of a
properly called pastor by talking with members and hearing
complaints without the pastor present and/or without the
pastor’s knowledge. We reject this error. (3)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions insist that no
call to serve as a pastor should be temporary (that is, limited
by time). Today the practice of issuing “temporary calls” is
well established within the LCMS. We reject this error. (3)
1)Errors which are against the LCMS official position, but are tolerated in
our Synod.
2)Errors which have been officially adopted by our Synod in convention.
3)Errors in a policy, program, or existing practice in our Synod.

8. The Church’s Mission and Her Evangelistic Task:
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions identify the
mission of the Church as proclaiming the Word of God in all
its truth and purity and administering the Sacraments in
accord with Christ’s institution. Today some in the LCMS
have misidentified the mission of the Church as the
completion of the so-called Great Commission (Matthew
28:19-20) which is the result of the Church doing her
mission, not the mission itself. We reject the toleration of this
error. (1)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions insist that God
knows His elect, and that not one of these will be lost. Today
some in the LCMS teach that it is indeed possible to increase
the population of heaven, and therefore decrease the
population of hell, if we are doing our evangelistic task
properly. We reject the toleration of this error. (1)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions insist that it is
the power of the Holy Spirit alone (working through Word
and Sacrament) which brings about conversion in the life of
an unbeliever. Today some in the LCMS teach that our zeal,
passion, and intentionality for the evangelistic task are
necessary to effect such conversions. We reject the toleration

of this error. (1)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions declare that
pure doctrine clarifies and supports the Gospel, while false
doctrine obscures and hinders the Gospel. Today some in the
LCMS, for the sake of growing the church numerically,
receive those who are uninstructed, or marginally instructed
in the faith into membership in LCMS congregations, thus
bringing people with false beliefs into the life of the church.
We reject this error. (1)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions identify the
marks of the Church as the Word of God taught in all its
truth and purity and the Sacraments administered in accord
with Christ’s institution. Today many in the LCMS have
advanced numerical growth as a sign of the “legitimacy” of a
congregation, essentially making numerical growth a mark of
the Church. We reject the toleration of this error. (1)
1)Errors which are against the LCMS official position, but are tolerated in
our Synod.
2)Errors which have been officially adopted by our Synod in convention.
3)Errors in a policy, program, or existing practice in our Synod.

9. Ecclesiastical Supervision:
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions insist that a
Christian is personally responsible for his own sinful actions.
Today the Commission on Constitutional Matters has issued
a binding opinion that if a Synodical worker has his or her
ecclesiastical supervisor’s permission for something they have
done, they cannot be held accountable for their actions even
if such actions constitute false doctrine and/or errant
practice. The Synod in convention has been prevented from
correcting this error by convention floor management which
disallowed the consideration of overtures which had been
submitted specifically to correct those errors. We reject the
toleration of this error. (3)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions teach that the
local congregation and its pastor are the full manifestation of
the Church in that location, and therefore have the right and
obligation to discipline its workers, and conduct the ministry
of Word and Sacrament without interference from extracongregational, man-made institutional authority. Recently
the Commission on Constitutional Matters (CCM) issued a
binding opinion (2004) stating that District Presidents may
assert their right to take control of a congregation, bypassing

the pastor, duly elected boards, and the voters’ assembly to do
so. We reject this error. (3)
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions expressly teach
a practice of Closed Communion. Today some District
Presidents fail to provide ecclesiastical supervision when this
practice is violated. We reject the toleration of this error. (3)
10. Dispute Resolution:
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions declare that all
things within the Christian congregation should be done in a
spirit of Christian love, be ordered ethically, and in accord
with God’s Word. Today the Dispute Resolution Process of
the LCMS has placed a man-made Constitution and Bylaws,
convention resolutions, and CCM opinions above Scripture
and the Confessions, and has therefore failed to provide either
a fair hearing or justice to aggrieved members of the Synod.
We reject this error. (3)
1)Errors which are against the LCMS official position, but are tolerated in
our Synod.
2)Errors which have been officially adopted by our Synod in convention.
3)Errors in a policy, program, or existing practice in our Synod.

1. What do we hope to accomplish?
It is the hope of those joining together
in the association of congregations
make public the official and tolerated
errors of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod in such a way that a
productive discussion can be held
within and around our Synod to
address, correct and resolve those
matters that are in dispute among us.
This is done with a Christian, fraternal,
and loving intent, to restore the unity
of our Synod in its doctrine and its
practice.

2. How do we propose to accomplish
our goals?
First, it is our intention to make the
errors within our Synod public through
the publication of those errors in a
letter to all LCMS congregations. Then,
in connection with that letter, we will
seek to bring about a group of
congregations that intends to fraternally
request that our Synod correct those
identified errors so that the unity of
doctrine and practice might be restored
within our Synod.

3. Are the proposed actions by the ACELC schismatic?
No. To be schismatic means that one is seeking to break
fellowship or separate themselves from the Church without
sufficient doctrinal cause. The ACELC is not suggesting that
we break fellowship or separate ourselves from the LCMS at
all, and therefore is not, and cannot be considered schismatic
in any way.
Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, (Fifth President of the LCMS,
President of the St. Louis, MO, Seminary, and author of
Christian Dogmatics - the primary dogmatics textbook for
all LCMS pastors), wrote in his well-known dogmatics work:
"By the term 'schism' we mean a division in the Church
which God's Word does not enjoin, but which is begun by
men for carnal reasons and therefore is sinful, e.g., a
separation [emphasis added] because of differences in church
customs, church terms, order of worship, etc. In practice it is
important to distinguish between schismatics acting from
spite and schismatics acting from weakness in Christian
knowledge and prejudice.
Such, however, as separate from a church body because it
tenaciously clings to false doctrine are unjustly called

schismatics, separatists, etc. This separation is commanded in
Scripture (Rom. 16:17) and is the only means of restoring
and maintaining true unity in the Christian Church."
In other words a schismatic person or group actually
separates or seeks separation from their church body without
doctrinal cause. The ACELC is seeking to establish unity and
healing in the LCMS, not separation. To conclude that the
ACELC is schismatic is also to conclude that no one may
speak out against false doctrine as a group within our Synod
and (for that matter), even those who speak out against false
doctrine as individuals would logically also be subject to the
same false claim.
It is not those who are seeking doctrinal unity on the basis of
God’s Word and our Lutheran Confessions who are bringing
schism into the Church. Rather it is those who have intruded
false doctrine or unbiblical practice into the Church that
divides it. Claims by some that the ACELC is being
schismatic are looking in the wrong direction, and are laying
a false claim against the ACELC.

The ACELC is doing nothing more than following the Scriptural
mandate that as Christians we are to speak out against false doctrine
of every kind. God’s Word makes it abundantly clear that this is a
sacred obligation of every Christian –and most especially every
pastor:
I Corinthians 11:18-19:
18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear
that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for
there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine
among you may be recognized.
II Timothy 4:1-4:
1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to
judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:
2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the
time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit
their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth
and wander off into myths.
Romans 16:17:
I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions
and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been
taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ,

but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive
the hearts of the naive.
Acts 5:29But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God
rather than men.
Augsburg Confession, Article XXVIII (Church Authority), 21:
http://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c2001/ac_article_xxvii
i_church_authority_21.pdf
Preface to the Book of Concord, 5-6; 9-11:
http://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c2001/preface_to_boc
_5-6_9-11.pdf
Additionally, the ACELC seeks only to support the very first
objective of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod as stated in its
own Constitution:
“The Synod, under Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions shall – 1.
Conserve and promote the unity of the true faith (Eph. 4:3-6; I Cor.
1:10)…and provide a united defense against schism, sectarianism
(Rom. 16:17), and heresy;” (2007 Handbook, Article III, p. 11)
Thus, the actions proposed by the ACELC are only seeking unity, not
division. We are complying with the clear biblical injunction that we
speak the truth in love and defend against false teaching – none of
which divides the Church or is schismatic.

4. Does this association of congregations intend to use the become a non-legal entity at its Convening Conference. At
Synod’s appointed Dispute Resolution Process (DRP) to that time we will form an organization of congregations
address the identified errors?
(not individuals) which will then adopt its governance
No. In fact one of the errors we hope to correct is to bring agreement, adopt the itemized list of errors, make any
correction to the DRP process so that it actually addresses changes to our errors documents that may be needed, and
disputes on the basis of Holy Scripture and our Lutheran move forward as a body to correct the identified errors. It is
confessions rather than giving pre-eminent consideration to anticipated that congregations interested in joining the
the man-made Constitution and Bylaws of the LCMS. association will send its pastor and a lay delegate to the
Sadly, the DRP has been demonstrated over time to fail in Convening Conference which is scheduled to be held March
its task to settle disputes and to provide redress to those 1-3, 2010 in Kansas City, Missouri. These delegates, in
seeking correction to errors either adopted by the Synod turn, will elect leadership for the association which will then
officially or tolerated due to lack of proper biblical be responsible to the association meeting in conference
annually.
ecclesiastical supervision within the Synod.
We intend to openly, publicly, and honestly address the
Synod regarding these errors in other venues than the DRP
simply because the DRP does not work and because the
errors are public and need to be dealt with publicly.

6. Are the errors needing correction well documented?

Yes. Each and every error enumerated in our Fraternal
Admonition document is well documented with specific
examples of each error and including the identity of those
5. How will this association of congregations function as congregations and/or individuals who are involved in such
errors. No accusation will be made without this certain
an organization?
documentation.
The effort to bring fraternal admonition will informally

8. Will those congregations joining in the association of congregations’ effort been permitted to exist among us, so yes, that is likely from some quarters.
be subject to scrutiny and perhaps criticism by The LCMS?
Concerned Lutherans should also keep in mind what our first synodical
On October 1, 2010, three representatives of the ACELC Steering President, Rev. Dr. C.F.W. Walther said in his fourth evening lecture in his
Committee and three representatives of the Council of Presidents of The book Law and Gospel:
LCMS meet for 4 1/2 hours. As a result of that meeting the following joint “When a theologian is asked to yield and make concession in order that
statement was issued:
peace may at last be established in the Church, but refuses to do so even in a
"Report of the “Group of Six” – (Richard Bolland, Daniel Bremer, Ray single point of doctrine, such an action looks to human reason like
intolerable stubbornness, yea, like down-right malice. That is the reason why
Mirly, Herbert Mueller, Drew Newman, Russ Sommerfeld)
such theologians are loved and praised by few men during their lifetime. Most
1. We met in St. Louis October 1, 2010, and had fraternal discussion.
men rather revile them as disturbers of the peace, yea, as destroyers of the
2. All six agree we have theological issues that need to be discussed
kingdom of God. They are regarded as men worthy of contempt. But in the
end it becomes manifest that this very determined, inexorable tenacity in
under the Word of God.
clinging to the pure teaching of the divine Word by no means tears down the
3. The way we pastors talk and think about one another needs also to
Church; on the contrary, it is just this which, in the midst of greatest
dissension, builds up the Church and ultimately brings about genuine peace.
be brought under the Word of God.
Therefore woe to the Church which has no men of this stripe, men who
4. Together we seek and support a process of the whole Synod to
stand as watchmen on the walls of Zion, sound the alarm whenever a foe
come to agreement on and to resolve these issues under the word
threatens to rush the walls, and rally to the banner of Jesus Christ for a holy
war!...Let us, therefore, bless all the faithful champions who have fought for
of God.“
every point of Christian doctrine, unconcerned about the favor of men and
From this meeting, (especially in item # 4), it is clear that we are “together disregarding their threatening. Their ignominy, though it was often great, has
seeking and supporting a process of the whole Synod” to resolve the issues not been borne in vain. Men cursed them, but they continued bearing their
which divide our Synod. We are not, then at odds with The LCMS, but testimony until death, and now they wear the crown of glory and enjoy the
working in common cause with our Synod.
blissful communion of Christ and of all the angels and the elect.” (C.F.W.
Will some within our Synod criticize our efforts? Sadly, that is the pattern of Walther, The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel, Concordia
dysfunction into which our Synod has fallen due to the errors which have Publishing House, pp. 28-30)

Our logo is an adaptation of the emblem that was used during the
Reformation by many of the confessors of the faith. Translated into
English it means: ”The Word of The Lord Endures Forever.”

