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In Nomine  Jesu 

In ACTS chapter 20 … the Apostle Paul sent for and gathered together the  πρεσβύτερος (pastors) 

in Ephesus.  He reminded them of the form and content of his life and ministry among them … to 

proclaim repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This testimony would earn Paul imprisonment and afflictions wherever he went.  Paul knew in and 

of himself he was nothing.  But he also knew, as one called by the Lord Jesus Christ, that he was 

something … someone - one “in the stead and by the command” of Christ as a Minister of His Word. 

Paul faithfully finished his course in preparing and exhorting the pastors in Ephesus … those also 

called by Christ to be “in His stead and by His command” as Ministers of His Word.  “And now, behold, 

I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face 

again.  Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, for I did not 

shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 2:25-27 ESV). 

These words echo those of the Lord through the Prophet Ezekiel of which Paul was expert … “So 

you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from 

my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.  If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall 

surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall 

die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.  But if you warn the wicked to turn 

from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will 

have delivered your soul” (Ezekiel 33:7-9 ESV). 

Most notably is this … that this warning of the Lord was a matter of death and judgment for both 

the wicked and the watchman.  The Lord does not speak unnecessarily.  This then was necessarily spoken 

… perhaps because of the proclivity of weakened man – even in the Prophetic Office – to avoid conflict 

and keep the peace. 

If speaking the Truth of God’s Word threatens the offense or even loss of church members – or 

mission converts … then what is lost that is not already lost and can only be saved by speaking the 

Truth? And speaking the Truth – the whole council of God – is exactly what is called for and 

commanded in the one divine Office of the Holy Ministry! 

Paul knew what lay ahead for those pastors in Ephesus.  He knew the suffering and struggle they 

would encounter with the unbelieving world, just as he did … and with the errorists in their midst, just as 

he did.  He knew what would happen once he left them. “I know that after my departure fierce wolves 

will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men 

speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them” (Acts 20:29-30 ESV).  

It should then be of no surprise that to this day there is need for pastors to gather together – and laity 

with them … on account of this warning of Paul  that “from among your own selves will arise men 

speaking twisted things.”   
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Twisted things have been spoken about the Office of the Holy Ministry … and have led to much 

confusion and even outright error … and not without ill consequent to the Church. 

What is it … when a Pastor does not produce a certain percentage of church growth in a certain 

amount of time in “transforming his church” and so must agree to resign his divine call? 

  What is it … when playbooks are devised to depose an unwanted though faithful pastor from his 

call in order to make way for the more desirable contemporary and evangelical pastor? 

  What is it … when a right call and ordination are set aside to make way for a lay minister – one not 

rightly called and ordained? 

What is it … when comprehensive residential training of men for the Office is set aside for alternate 

routes that leave men less trained and prepared for such a theologically demanding and essential Office in 

the Church? 

What is it … when pastor evaluation forms implicitly give advantage and edge to more 

“contemporary and evangelical minded” pastors over others listed as “traditional and rigid”? 

What is it? It is a twisted understanding of the Office itself … to fit a twisted understanding of 

ministry and missions no matter how well intended.  

Paul warned Pastor Timothy … “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 

teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 

passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.  As for you, 

always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (2 

Timothy 4:3-5 ESV). 

Fulfill your ministry! …  

Pastors are not CEO’s, CPA’s, or even DP’s or SP’s … they are shepherds … overseers of God’s 

flock … called by God Himself to do the Ministry of the Lord.  Paul exhorts them … “Pay careful 

attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers 

[ἐπισκόπους - bishops], to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 

20:28 ESV). 

Listen to how Jesus “evaluated” the Old Testament shepherds … “Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, 

shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep?  You 

eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the 

sheep.  The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not 

bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force and 

harshness you have ruled them.  So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they 

became food for all the wild beasts” (Ezekiel 34:2-5 ESV). 

Paul is right to exhort us in this way … “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, 

in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.” 

Dear brothers in the Ministry and all the faithful in Christ … the matters for which we gather 

together at this conference concerning the Office of the Holy Ministry are far more than just about the 

men in the Office … the real issue is the Office itself.  But we should not be surprised. As  Christ Himself 

is offensive in all His doctrinal truth and purity … so then follows His Office.  For they persecuted Jesus 

not simply because of His Person … but also because of what He said and did in His Office … offending 

many while saving some … though He suffered and died for all. 

There is only one reason alone that we are divided and conflicted on matters concerning this divine 

Office … because many are not listening to the Lord … but to men … and to the world around them.  The 

Lord has spoken what we need to know about this Office.  Yet men treat the Office with the same 
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plasticity they ascribe to the text of God’s Word … all bound up in that most diabolical question “Did 

God actually say?” a.k.a. in our modern times as … “that’s your opinion.” 

The errors undermining the Office will remain and continue to proliferate themselves in our 

fellowship where boldness gives way to apathy … and courage to complacency … and faith to 

apprehension …  and the sons of God to the sidelines of the Garden. 

Perhaps the most destructive error among us concerning the Office dates back to the Garden itself 

… to the very place where the first failure of the Pastoral Office, if you will, happened … and that with 

the first Man and Woman. 

The cause of the Fall and entrance of false doctrine and practice into the whole of Creation was in 

part Adam’s abdicating of his God-given authority to teach and supervise his wife, Eve – and this for her 

care and protection.  Instead of being overseer, he in essence deposed himself and became a complicit 

spectator.  Satan spoke twisted things with his forked tongue and Eve bit … then so too did Adam. 

When pastors become complicit spectators where twisted things are spoken in the Church, they too 

abdicate their God-give authority to teach and supervise the Bride of Christ, the Church – for her care and 

protection.  Many twisted things have been spoken and the Church has bit … and so too have many 

pastors. 

Beware of handing your God-given duties and responsibilities over to others who have not that 

divine authority by God.  The elected offices of men do not and cannot trump the divine Office of God.  

He who holds the divine office and does not exercise it by relinquishing his duties to others not acting in 

that office is still accountable to God … and cannot say … “but he was suppose to do it!”   

Ecclesiastical Supervision in the Church first and foremost belongs to and is accountable to the 

Office of the Holy Ministry and the very men called into that Office.  It is not given to humanly devised 

bureaucratic structures … but to pastors.  Paul gathered the Pastors – Bishops of Ephesus (those rightly 

called and ordained) – to exercise the Office for the sake and good of the sheep entrusted to their care.  

Pastors will stand before God … not church councils or synod elected officials … in the judgment.  While 

church councils and synod officials can be helpful in their advisory and supporting roles, they 

nevertheless themselves are subject to the Office, not the Office to them. 

This is not to embolden Pastors against good order in the Church, but that such order does not 

supplant the rightful exercise of the Office.  This is not to arrogate to the pastor an honor and glory of his 

own … but only that of Christ of whom he is a servant who stands “in His stead and by His command,” 

for the care and life of the sheep.  This is not to empower pastors as lords … but exhort them as faithful 

shepherds and watchmen. 

    My dear brothers … stand – as shepherds against the wolves – with the scepter and sword of 

God’s Word.  Speak the Truth and yield it to “destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 

against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, being ready to punish 

every disobedience, when your obedience is complete” (2 Corinthians 10:5 ESV). 

    This is how you care for the Church as Paul warns.  It begins with you - the Teachers of the 

Church.  YET, it includes all the Baptized … all of you … the Theodidacti … the “people taught by 

God.”  Pastors and people.  Church. 

  The Fourth President of the LCMS, Francis Pieper, wrote the following in his 1905 Synodical 

Address, under the title The Difficult Path of Holding Forth for the Truth: 

We tolerate within the Synod no doctrine or practice that contradicts Scripture. The 

congregations that form the Synod supervise each other so that God’s Word rules in doctrine and 

life. Where departure occurs, we hold it as our duty, through doctrine, admonition, and 

punishment, to bring the erring out of their error. Where the Word of God will not be heard, there 
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is exclusion from the Synod … From the beginning to this very day, some few have separated 

from our fellowship. Yet all along the Synod has enjoyed great unity. Those of us who are 

ourselves members of the Synod know the basis and cause of this unity. Our hearts and 

consciences are captive and held together by the Word of God. [At Home in the House of My Fathers, by 

Matthew C. Harrison, Lutheran Legacy, 2009, p.630] 

We are blessed today to have some of the synod’s top theologians to talk OFFICE with us.  As we 

move ahead to the speakers, may our hearts and consciences be captive and held together by the Word 

of God … as extolled by the Psalmist, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in 

unity” (Psalm 133:1)  

May it be so again! 

Soli Deo Gloria 

INTRODUCTION TO SPEAKERS 

Since this is a Free Conference, it is to be noted that these papers and presentations are independent of 

the ACELC’s official activities and will remain the independent work and position of the presenter. 

Their presentations are not meant to be an “official endorsement” of the ACELC - but simply 

convey a mutual and fraternal care and concern about the topic matters and the need to address 

these matters in the Synod. We appreciate the opportunity to provide to the Synod the thoughts and 

insights of some of today’s most learned and capable theologians and churchmen on the issues of 

our time. 


