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Liturgy for Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26, 2020, 10:00 a.m.   
Broadcast Live to Zoom and Facebook Live from Rev. Karen’s Dining Room 

Adapted from Morning Prayer Rite Two, The Book of Common Prayer 
You may wish to have some of your Thanksgiving food ingredients ready for the blessing. 

 
After the welcome and prelude, the service begins with this sentence of Scripture on p. 78: 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, and call upon his Name; make known his deeds among the peoples.   
Psalm 105:1 

 

Confession of Sin (BCP p. 79) 
 
Officiant Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our  

heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and 
our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
God, let us keep silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, 
that we may obtain forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy.  

 
A moment of silence is kept. 
 
All  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen.  

 
Priest  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,  
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 
The Invitatory (BCP p. 80) 
 
Officiant O Lord, open our lips. 
All  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  
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The Lessons Appointed for Use on Thanksgiving Day (Year A) 
 
A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy 

Moses said to all Israel: For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with 
flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a 
land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees 
and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, 
a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. You shall eat 
your fill and bless the LORD your God for the good land that he has given you. 

Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his commandments, 
his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When you have eaten 
your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have 
multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then 
do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, 
an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from 
flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to 
humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not say to yourself, "My 
power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth." But remember 
the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm 
his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. 

Here ends the Lesson. 
 
Psalm 65 (read responsively) 

1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 
to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 

2 To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 
because of their transgressions. 

3 Our sins are stronger than we are, * 
but you will blot them out. 

4 Happy are they whom you choose 
and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 
they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, 
by the holiness of your temple. 

5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, 
O God of our salvation, * 
O Hope of all the ends of the earth 
and of the seas that are far away. 
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6 You make fast the mountains by your power; * 
they are girded about with might. 

7 You still the roaring of the seas, * 
the roaring of their waves, 
and the clamor of the peoples. 

8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; * 
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 
you make it very plenteous; * 
the river of God is full of water. 

10 You prepare the grain, * 
for so you provide for the earth. 

11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

12 You crown the year with your goodness, * 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 

13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
and the hills be clothed with joy. 

14 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
let them shout for joy and sing. 

 
A Reading from 2 Corinthians 
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide 
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may 
share abundantly in every good work. As it is written, 
"He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 
his righteousness endures forever." 
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for 
your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of 
this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 
thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to 
the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and 
with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of 
God that he has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
   
Here ends the Lesson. 
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Hymn 433:  We gather together 
 

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 
he chastens and hastens his will to make known; 
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing: 
sing praises to his Name; he forgets not his own. 
 
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 
so from the beginning the fight we were winning:  
thou, Lord, wast at our side:  all glory be thine! 
 
We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 
Let thy congregation escape tribulation: 
thy Name be ever praised!  O Lord, make us free!   

 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As 
he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, 
saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show 
yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when 
he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself 
at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten 
made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your 
faith has made you well." 
 
 
Canticle 12   A Song of Creation  (BCP p. 88 – read responsively) 
 
Invocation 
 
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
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I   The Cosmic Order 
 
Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
   O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 
   all winds and fire and heat. 
Winter and summer, glorify the Lord, * 
 praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
   drops of dew and flakes of snow. 
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
   O shining light and enfolding dark. 
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
II  The Earth and its Creatures 
 
Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, 
and all that grows upon the earth, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
   O whales and all that move in the waters. 
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
   and all you flocks and herds. 
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
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III  The People of God 
 
Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Doxology 
 
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed (BCP p. 96) 
Officiant and People together 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Prayers (BCP p. 97) 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collect for Thanksgiving Day 
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and 
for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great 
bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of 
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
A Collect for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:  We humbly pray you so to 
guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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A Thanksgiving Prayer for 2020 (by Sharon Seyfarth Garner) 
 
Gracious God, this Thanksgiving 
we gather full of both gratitude and grief. 
 

We are grateful for the food on our table 
and grieve the empty chairs around it. 
 

We are grateful for technology that connects us 
and grieve the loss of a simple human touch. 
 

We are grateful for seasons of abundant harvest 
and understand that fields must sometimes lie fallow. 
 

We humbly ask that you feed our hungering hearts, 
weary spirits and beleaguered bodies 
 

with generous helpings of your sacred strength, 
extravagant love and radical resilience. 
 

Thank you, O God, for this gift of life 
and the privilege of living it.   Amen.  
 
 
The General Thanksgiving (Officiant and People) 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
  



 9 

The Blessing of our Thanksgiving Day Food 
 
Officiant We have gathered today to give thanks for God’s gifts to this land and its people,  

for God has been generous to us.  As we ask God’s blessing upon the food we will 
eat today, may we be mindful of those in need.  
 
Let us pray. 
 
God most provident, we join with our brothers and sisters in Christ across this 
nation in raising to you a prayer of thanksgiving through Jesus Christ, your Son. 
 
For generations, the peoples of this land have sung of your bounty; we, too,  
offer you praise for the rich harvest we have received at your hands. 
 
We ask your blessing now upon our food, our families and our friends, near  
and far.  Continue to make our land fruitful and let our love for you be seen in  
our pursuit of peace and justice, and in our generous response to those in need.   
 
Praise and glory to you, Lord God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.   
 
 

A postlude concludes our service.  Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 
 

 
 
 


