
Our Vision: As a welcoming congregation, we share the transformational grace of 
God through worship and spiritual growth; we glorify God by building up each 
other and community through love, care, and outreach. 
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 Dear Friends in Christ, 

As I sit thinking about what to write for my first Sharing Grace letter, I am looking out of the window of my new parish 

office at the lovely courtyard of flowers and plants bathed in sunlight.  I am so happy to be back home in our sunny 

Golden State, though I am conscious that we need some rain soon! Thank you all for welcoming me (and my mother) so 

warmly into the church family here at Grace.  I feel at home here already, even though I still have much to learn, and 

want to get to know all of you much better.  This will come with time, as we share worship, fellowship, ministry, and 

outreach together.    

I am so pleased that the new roof work is now completed.  We will shortly be renewing the ceiling in the office, and 

other improvement projects are under discussion in your Vestry.  It is a pleasure to work with the Vestry and Wardens 

here at Grace, with Kim, our indispensable office manager, Larry our “IT guy”, and Lynne our organist/choir director - all 

of you have been incredibly helpful as I settle into ministry with you.   

November is a month for remembering. All Saints’ Day is on November 1st - a day for remembering faithful Christians 

throughout the generations who have witnessed to the faith in remarkable, sacrificial ways.  We will observe All Saints’ 

Sunday at our services on November 4th.  All Souls’ Day, or the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed, is November 

2nd.  In my previous parish, we held a special reflective service to remember our loved ones who have died.  We might 

consider doing this here at Grace in the future.  Let me know what you think.   

The remembering continues on Veterans Day, November 11th, honoring the brave men and women who have served in 

the Armed Forces (also remembering Armistice Day, the end of WWI).  Also during November the money from our 

Second Sunday giving initiative goes to Travis Friends of Family, timed to help Travis AFB families over the Christmas 

period. Thanksgiving Day this year falls on November 22nd as we remember to give thanks to God for all we have, and 

celebrate the bounty of the land in this country.  In remembering our blessings we also remember God’s call on us to 

bless and help others who haven’t got so much. Please remember to purchase a coat (or two) for needy pupils at 

Fairview Elementary – our Coat Drive begins two weeks before Thanksgiving and coats will be distributed one week 

before the winter holiday break.   

A blessed November to you all,     

Karen+ 

  

From our new Priest-in-Charge 

Rev. Karen Freeman 



From the Senior 
Warden: 

 
 

It is hard to believe, but Rev. Karen has been with us for one month.  I am so pleased to have her as 

our Priest-in-charge and I sense an air of excitement within the congregation.  We as a congregation 

have taken on a lot for this year.  We have hired a full-time priest, put a new roof church, completed 

rekeying the church, and completed several repairs to the church property and we are about to 

repair the ceiling in the office. 

We have more on our agenda for this year. We are about to embark on our stewardship campaign. I 

am asking all of us to consider the value we place on Grace Church and make a pledge that shows 

your support for the work we do for the church, for the community and for each other. 

This year our delegates to the convention will be part of the process to select a new Bishop for the 

Diocese of Northern California, no small task. We also want to redo the landscaping in the front of 

the church and the courtyard.   

We have achieved a great deal this year and there is more success ahead.  

In the words of Red Skelton “May God bless” 

Jim Klopstock 

Senior Warden 

 

FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION 
Operating:         September 2018 

 
September                                                    YTD                            
 
Income           $11,765                                    Income          $93,745            
Expenses        $  7,346                                    Expenses     $103,127       
Net Gain         $  4,419                                    Net Loss          (9,381)    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

         FROM  GEM  

Business Agenda from the October 6th Fellowship Breakfast Meeting: 

• Fellowship Breakfast meeting call to order. 

• Opening Prayer. 

• Review of the Fellowship Breakfast Meeting Minutes from September 8, 2018. Made required edits.  

Motion to approve Minutes made, then received second motion for Minutes to stand approved as 

read. 

• Treasury Report.  Account balance presented.  

New Business:  

• Proposed date for the Year 2019 Crab feed is February 23rd. 

• No nominees for the open Treasurer position. President to follow up to secure banking operations. 

• Reviewed the GEM Bylaws. No changes to the Bylaws will be made at this time.   

Next GEM Fellowship Breakfast Dates for Year 2018:  

• Saturday November 3, 2018. 

• Saturday December 1, 2018. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
                  FROM ECW 
 
 

     
        The ECW meeting was held 10-2-18 in room  6 at11:30 am.  Marajean S. called the meeting to order and       
Reverend Karen Freeman gave  the opening prayer.  We were honored to have her take the time to join our 
meeting.  Refreshments were furnished by Deborah Cupid and Pat Minkel and enjoyed by all.  Thank you 
ladies.   
Sunshine committee:  Get well cards were sent to Ellie Kulseng, Nancy Klopstock and Linder Miner.  Thank 
you Pat M. 
Old Business:  Lynne S. reported ladies bathroom nearing completion.  Thank you so much. 
 
Tahoe Joe's tickets still on sale.  Tickets and money must be in by Oct. 12. 
 
New Business:  We moved our Nov meeting to Nov. 13 because of election day.  Everyone VOTE! 
 
Each member and Rev. Karen gave a brief speech on their life so all could get acquainted.  Very fun. 
 
Patty Butler won the mystery drawing.  Congrats! 
 
Our next meeting will be Tues. Nov. 13. 2018 in room 6 at 11:30 am.  All women of Grace are members of  
ECW.  Refreshments will be served.  Thank you again to Rev. Karen Freeman for attending. 
 
Come join the fun and service. 
 
Love and Belief 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Presiding Bishop’s statement on Tree of Life tragedy  

 

October 27, 2018 
  
Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has issued the following statement: 
  
Dear Friends,  
  
I’m here in Des Moines, Iowa at the convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Iowa. It’s Saturday, and several 
hours ago you learned, as did we all, that a gunman entered Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh. A number 
of people have been killed and wounded. Our Jewish neighbors, our brothers and sisters, are fearful and we 
must stand with them and provide comfort and support for them and for all. It is reported that the gunman not 
only ranted anti-Semitic sayings, he has also ranted and spoken against immigrants and refugees and other 
peoples. 
  
We must pray, we must pray for him, we must pray for the spirit of our nation, that a spirit of love and 
compassion and goodness and decency would pervade, and that spirits of hatred and bigotry would be cast 
away. But, above all, at this time, pray for those who have died and for their families and their loved ones. 
Pray for those who are wounded. Pray for the first responders, pray for our brothers and sisters in the Jewish 
community. Pray for the Tree of Life synagogue. Pray for the City of Pittsburgh. Pray for America. Pray for 
us all. 
  
And then, go out and do something. Do something that helps to end the long night and helps to bring in the 
daylight. Visit a neighbor. Remind our Jewish brothers and sisters that they do not stand alone. Care for 
someone. Love. Stand for what is right and good. Then pray. And then act.  
  
And pray:  
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
            hallowed be thy Name, 
            thy kingdom come, 
            thy will be done, 
            on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses, 
            as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
            but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
            for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
God love you. God bless you. And may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love. 
  
The Most Rev. Michael Curry 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
The Episcopal Church 

 

On the web: 
Presiding Bishop’s statement on Tree of Life tragedy   

 



 

Safety Corner. 

With the fall season upon us, the use of portable ladders for gutter cleaning and hanging holiday 
ornaments is necessary. Please adhere to the listed safety practices when utilizing portable ladders. 
 
Portable Ladder Use Safety Practices: 
 

• Ladders used to gain access to a roof or other area must extend at least 3 feet above the point 
of support. 

 

• Withdraw defective ladders from service and tag or mark “Dangerous Do Not Use”. 
 

• Never use ladders in a horizontal position as scaffolds or work platforms. 
 

• Never use metal ladders near electrical equipment. 
 
 
The listed information was acquired from the OSHA Office of Training and Education. 
 
Peace 
Ron Cupid 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Set clocks BACK one hour on Saturday night (11/3) before you go to bed. 

 



Coming	Events 

 

 

 

 

 

	
November	3,	Saturday,	GEM	Breakfast,	7:30am	at	Huckleberry’s	in	Fairfield	
November	4,	Sunday,	Daylight	Savings	Time	ends.		
November	6,	Tuesday,	Polling	Place	at	Grace,	6:00am-9:00pm	
November	9,	10,	Friday	and	Saturday,	Diocesan	Convention,	Redding,	CA	
November	11,	Sunday,	Veteran’s	Day	
November	11,	Fairview	Coat	Drive	begins	
November	13,	Tuesday,	ECW	Meeting,	11:30am	in	Room	6	
November	20,	Tuesday,	Vestry	Meeting,	6:45pm	in	Chapel	
November	22,	Thursday,	Thanksgiving	Holiday	–	Office	Closed	
November	22,	Thursday,	Thanksgiving	Eucharist	–	10:00am	
	
	
	

 

 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY   
 

Charles Karnopp  11/10 
Lynne Secrist  11/11                                           Kashy Hull 12/02 
Nancy Klopstock 11/12                                      Pat Minkel 12/09 
Kenneth Snyder 11/13                                        Noella Bond 12/10 
J.D. Klopstock 11/16                                          Phyllis Riley 12/10 
Chase Teresi 11/17                                             Nora Del Ross 12/11 
Doug Smith 11/20                                              Gregg Wickham 12/18 
Shauna Chastain 11/22                                       Jack Flynn 12/22 
Ryan Teresi 11/22 
Jack Weir 11/24 
Judy Smith 11/25 
Jim Jerrell  11/26 
Perry Polk 11/26 
Stephen Harris 11/30 

 

Join us in church  

on Thanksgiving Day 

for a celebration of the Eucharist  

at 10:00 a.m. 

 



Suffering: Week 1 

Transforming Pain 
Wednesday, October 17, 2018 

All healthy religion shows you what to do with your pain, with the absurd, the tragic, 
the nonsensical, the unjust and the undeserved—all of which eventually come into 
every lifetime. If only we could see these “wounds” as the way through, as Jesus 
did, then they would become sacred wounds rather than scars to deny, disguise, or 
project onto others. I am sorry to admit that I first see my wounds as an obstacle 
more than a gift. Healing is a long journey. 

If we cannot find a way to make our wounds into sacred wounds, we invariably 
become cynical, negative, or bitter. This is the storyline of many of the greatest 
novels, myths, and stories of every culture. If we do not transform our pain, we will 
most assuredly transmit it—usually to those closest to us: our family, our neighbors, 
our co-workers, and, invariably, the most vulnerable, our children. 

Scapegoating, exporting our unresolved hurt, is the most common storyline of 
human history. The Jesus Story is about radically transforming history and 
individuals so that we don’t just keep handing on the pain to the next generation. 
Unless we can find a meaning for human suffering, that God is somehow in it and 
can also use it for good, humanity is in major trouble. Because we will suffer. Even 
the Buddha said that suffering is part of the deal! 

We shouldn’t try to get rid of our own pain until we’ve learned what it has to teach. 
When we can hold our pain consciously and trustfully (and not project it elsewhere), 
we find ourselves in a very special liminal space. Here we are open to learning and 
breaking through to a much deeper level of faith and consciousness. Please trust 
me on this. We must all carry the cross of our own reality until God transforms us 
through it. These are the wounded healers of the world, and healers who have fully 
faced their wounds are the only ones who heal anyone else. 

As an example of holding the pain, picture Mary standing at the foot of the cross or, 
as in Michelangelo’s Pietà cradling Jesus’ body. One would expect her to take her 
role wailing or protesting, but she doesn’t! We must reflect on this deeply. Mary is in 
complete solidarity with the mystery of life and death. It’s as if she is saying, “There’s 
something deeper happening here. How can I absorb it just as Jesus is absorbing it, 
instead of returning it in kind?” Consider the analogy of energy circuits: Most of us 
are relay stations; only a minority are transformers—people who actually change the 
electrical charge that passes through us. 

Jesus on the cross and Mary standing beneath the cross are classic images of 
transformative spirituality. They do not return the hostility, hatred, accusations, or 
malice directed at them. They hold the suffering until it becomes resurrection! That’s 
the core mystery of Christianity. It takes our whole life to begin to comprehend this. It 
tends to be the wisdom of elders, not youngers. 



Unfortunately, our natural instinct is to try to fix pain, to control it, or even, foolishly, 
to try to understand it. The ego insists on understanding. That’s why Jesus praises a 
certain quality even more than love, and he calls it faith. It is the ability to stand in 
liminal space, to stand on the threshold, to hold the contraries, until we are moved 
by grace to a much deeper level and a much larger frame, where our private pain is 
not center stage but a mystery shared with every act of bloodshed and every tear 
wept since the beginning of time. Our pain is not just our own. 

Reference: 
Adapted from Richard Rohr, A Spring Within Us: A Book of Daily Meditations (CAC 
Publishing: 2016), 199, 120-121. 

Image credit: Tunnel, Anton Atanasov. 
Inspiration for this week’s banner image: The path of descent is the path of 
transformation. Darkness, failure, relapse, death, and woundedness are our 

primary teachers. —Richard Rohr 

Posted in Daily Meditations | Also tagged cross, faith, healing, Jesus, Mary, pain, 
Suffering, transformation  
 

 

 

 

PLEASE BRING NEW COATS IN TO CHURCH 

SIZED FOR CHILDREN K-5 

 
 
 
 
Volunteers Needed: 

 

Usher/Greeters for both services 

 

Lectors for both services 

 

If you would like more information, please contact Carol Allen at 707-344-5127 or email her at 

carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net. 

 





 
 November 2018 Sunday Altar Schedule 
Position Nov 04 Nov 11 Nov 18 

 
Nov 22 

Thanksgiving 
Nov 25 

 8AM 8 AM 8 AM  8AM 
EM Charles Karnopp Gretchen Smith Scotty Hodges  Jim Klopstock 
Acolyte      
Lector Veronica Cupid Ron Cupid Ellie Kulseng  Gary McEachnie 
Usher/Greeter Gary McEachnie Ron Cupid Gary McEachnie  Ron Cupid 
Campus Monitor Joe Harper John Flynn Linda Chandler  Shane Tyler 
 10AM 10 AM 

 
10 AM 10AM 10AM  

EM Evelyn 
Wickham 

Janet Heise Matt Thomas James Fulmer Carolyn Sheldon 
 

Acolyte  Marissa Grimes Wyatt Thomas  Jack Flynn 
Lector Phyllis Riley Lynn Thomas Heidi Lindsay Pat Benacquista Shane Tyler 
Usher/Greeter Peter Minkel Suzie Peterson Tom and Mary 

Ann McKinney 
 

 Nora Del Ross 

Campus Monitor Larry Lindsay James Fulmer Lynn Thomas  Janet Heise 
Altar Guild Oct 27-Nov 9 

Carol Allen 
Nov 10- Nov 23 
Scotty Hodges & 

Sue Pokorny 

 Nov 24-Dec7 
Anne Prather 

 

       
November 
Counter 

Pat Minkel     

      
      

 



GRACE CHURCH STAFF 
Priest-in-Charge The Rev. Karen Freeman 
Associate The Rev. David Cavanagh 
Organist  Lyn ne Secrist 
Senior Warden       Jim Klopstock 
Junior Warden -                        James Fulmer 
Treasurer-                                Gretchen Smith 
Vestry--      Linda Chandler , Janet Heise, Scotty Hodges, Ellie Kulseng, 

   Suzie Peterson, Lynn Thomas, and Shane Tyler 
Staff: Office Mgr./Bookkeeper: Kim Worthen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission: 
 

Welcome • Transform 
Build Up • Reach Out • Glorify God 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE : 
Sharing Grace Articles are due by the  20TH OF EACH MONTH.  Please email submissions to 
gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net  as the office staff is consolidating information for the rector. 

 
 

 

 


