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Rev. K. Freeman, June 6, 2021: The 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20; Psalm 138; 2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1; Mark 3: 20-35 

 

One thing about living through a pandemic is that we know we are all in it together.  Throughout these past 15 

months, I’ve never really felt completely alone or adrift, because I’ve always been aware that however I am 

feeling, others have been feeling very similar – at first, in March of 2020, it was disorientation – we weren’t 

sure what to do or how long we’d have to do it – I remember thinking it would last maybe just a month or 

two!  But as the months rolled on and on, it was shock and deep sadness, for all that has been lost:  visits with 

loved ones, postponed or cancelled special events, businesses that didn’t make it, people who have been in 

hospital and couldn’t have visitors - and then there is the terrible grief of families whose loved ones have died.   

 

Throughout this time, I’ve felt the continuing spiritual connection of our church family – we’ve managed to 

hold together in spite of the struggle.  Our Zoom, Facebook and Courtyard services have been good, but oh 

how wonderful it is to see people here in this special space, in person.  We need each other.  We are part of 

the big family of God who need each other for mutual support, for prayer and encouragement on this journey 

of life and faith.   

 

Jesus says, “Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”  This is what unites us.  This is 

what makes us a family of believers, a beloved community. Our big celebration with a feast in the parish hall 

will have to wait, but here we are, still on Zoom and on Facebook, but now also back in church, and still united 

in Christ.   

 

The words of St. Paul from our epistle this morning seem like they were written for today:  “For this slight 

momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look 

not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot 

be seen is eternal. For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

 

And so, through Jesus, God has started a family – the universal church – who’s call is to listen to our brother 

Jesus and to follow him, even if people think we’ve gone off the deep end!   

 

In our Gospel reading today, some of the people surrounding Jesus thought he’d gone off the deep end – that 

he was truly out of his mind. In those days, to be “out of your mind” meant you were possessed by a demon.  

Even the religious scholars were saying, “He’s possessed! By the ruler of demons he’s casting out demons,” as 

if he were “working black magic - using devil tricks to impress*” the crowds. (*MSG)  

 

Jesus’ authority was being denied – his accusers say he’s possessed by Beelzebul, the devil himself!  Those 

scribes didn’t know that by their accusations, they were demonstrating the one “unforgiveable” sin:  

blasphemy against the Holy Spirit – the refusal to acknowledge the miraculous work of Jesus as empowered by 

the Holy Spirit, and instead attributing it to Satan.   

 

Even his own family have misunderstood what Jesus is doing:  “Don’t listen to him – he’s gone off the deep 

end!”  Jesus responds to this by speaking in mini-parables – little riddles to make his point:  that which is 
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divided against itself cannot stand – the Message version of the Bible puts it this way:  “Does it make sense to 

send a devil to catch a devil, to use Satan to get rid of Satan? A constantly squabbling family disintegrates. If 

Satan were fighting Satan, there soon wouldn’t be any Satan left.”     

 

God knows the difference between a simple lack of understanding and an obstinate mind that denies the 

power and goodness of God.  Again, in the Message version, Jesus says, ‘“There’s nothing done or said that 

can’t be forgiven. But if you persist in your slanders against God’s Holy Spirit, you are repudiating the very One 

who forgives, sawing off the branch on which you’re sitting, severing by your own perversity all connection 

with the One who forgives.” He gave this warning because they were accusing him of being in league with 

Evil.’ 

 

This passage comes immediately after Jesus appointed the twelve disciples (whom he also named apostles), 

and reveals his purpose for them:  to stay close to him and learn from him, and to proclaim the gospel, with 

authority even to cast out demons – in other words, to set people free from the powers of evil that prevent 

them from having the fullness of life that Jesus longs to give to all who call upon him.   

 

The “strong man” in this passage represents the deceiver, the adversary, the enemy, the accuser, who in John 

8:44 is called “the father of lies.”  He represents the evil powers and principalities of this world, upon which 

Jesus came to shine divine light – to bring out from the shadows into the open – to overcome evil with good 

(Romans 12:21).  

 

In this mini-parable, it seems like Jesus shows up as a thief, tying up the strong man and plundering his house!  

I think of the plunder as people:  the strong man holds a lot of people captive in his house and Jesus wants to 

set them free.  I think maybe rather than a thief, which seems out of character for Jesus, he’s more like John 

McClane - Bruce Willis’ character in the movie “Die Hard” – who heroically rescues hundreds of hostages in a 

Los Angeles skyscraper from a gang of East German terrorists.  Jesus is kind of like that – he came to release 

people from the grip of the deceiver – the accuser – the adversary who “prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).   

 

Like most Episcopalians, I don’t like to pay too much attention to what the bible calls “the Satan,” but we can’t 

deny that evil powers and principalities seem to hold a firm grip on some people and systems in our world.   As 

the Eastern Orthodox Saint Porphyrios writes: 

“When people are empty of Christ, a thousand and one other things come and fill them up:  jealousies, 

hatreds, boredom, melancholy, resentment, a worldly outlook, worldly pleasures.  Try to fill your soul with 

Christ so that it’s not empty.”  

 

When we open ourselves to Jesus and the Holy Spirit together we have the power we need to overcome that 

which is sometimes called “the enemy” that keep us bound up – perhaps it’s a feeling of condemnation we 

hold onto for ourselves or have for others, as if we aren’t beloved children of God; or the things that we’ve 

done in the past that we want to move past but can’t seem to shake the feelings of guilt and shame; or the 

behaviors that we want to change – those things that keep us from being truly free in Christ, and to know 

ourselves as being made in the image of God.  We are in this fight together:  1 Cor 10:13 – “No testing has 
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overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your 

strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.” 

 

Jesus has bound up the “strong man” – we need to have faith in that truth, and remember who we are, secure 

in Christ.  Faith in this is a great comfort and support for all of us who, by our human nature, struggle with 

many internal battles – our inner demons, so-to-speak.  The fight between good and evil is real – and much of 

it happens within our own minds.  Into our spiritual prisons, Jesus comes to set us free.  Thanks be to God!  Let 

us pray:  Jesus, our brother, drive out the unclean spirits within us, and fill us with the Holy Spirit, that we may 

listen, and see, and act, to do God’s will, and so be brothers and sisters to one another and to you.  Amen.  


