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Rev. Karen Freeman, Third Sunday after Epiphany, January 24, 2021 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:6-14; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

 

The work of John the Baptist is complete, but it landed him in what the late U.S. 

Rep. John Lewis might have called “good trouble,” and resulted in his arrest.  The 

Baptizer’s arrest by Herod foretells what will come later for Jesus with Pilate.   

And so in this context, the work of Jesus begins, and it begins with this good news: 

“The time has come, the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe...”   

This is Jesus’ preaching in a nutshell, which he spells out at greater length and in 

greater detail as he continues his ministry throughout the gospels.    

 

Notice that the good news centers on the Kingdom of God.  The arrival of the 

Kingdom of God is good news – but it heralds judgement as well as salvation, and 

so demands both faith and repentance.  When Jesus announces that the Kingdom 

of God is ‘at hand,’ the weight of centuries of Israel’s expectations are behind him 

– expectations and hope that one day, there would come a time when all nations 

would be under the reign of God and everyone would be obedient to God’s will.   

 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near…” Does Jesus mean 

that the Kingdom of God has arrived, or is he referring to an event that was still to 

come?  Some passages in Mark’s Gospel imply that the Kingdom is something you 

can enter now, while other passages speak of entering the Kingdom in the future.  

Some of the parables suggest that the Kingdom is hidden, but will be revealed at 

some point in the future.  It seems to me, then, that the Kingdom of God is 

something that is both present and future.  

 

After this good news proclamation, the next item on Jesus’ agenda was to recruit 

followers – otherwise known as disciples.  He goes for a stroll along the large 

inland lake called the Sea of Galilee.  This was a bustling place, and probably rather 

smelly, as the fishing industry can be:  many men fishing and hauling in their catch; 

others loading it up and carrying it all off to the markets in the towns and villages 

of Palestine.    
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Jesus sees Simon and his brother Andrew, hard at work casting their net into the 

sea.  And Jesus calls to them, “Follow me…”  As Jews, Simon and Andrew would 

have understood this expression as one that a Rabbi would use to gain new 

students – follow me; I will teach you; learn from me.  Whether or not Simon and 

Andrew were surprised to be called to discipleship, we don’t really know - but 

Jesus doesn’t stop at “Follow me” does he?  He goes on to add something 

completely different from a Rabbi’s usual recruitment pitch:  Jesus says, “Follow 

me and I will make you fish for people” – in other words, to win people for the 

Kingdom of God. So from the very beginning, the disciples of Jesus are called to 

share in his ministry.  The importance of hearing this passage today is that it needs 

to inform our own call to discipleship:  to follow Jesus in proclaiming the good 

news and to invite others into God’s Kingdom.  

 

Immediately, Simon and Andrew drop everything to follow Jesus.  And then James 

son of Zebedee and his brother John, also fishermen, are called… and immediately 

they, too, are drawn into this journey – a journey that would change their lives 

completely, through following Jesus.   

 

When you think about the life that Simon, Andrew, James and John had as 

fishermen, probably fairly comfortable, because fishing was a good business to be 

in – their families were likely fishermen for many generations… to leave this job 

security and their families and follow Jesus into unknown territory – this was huge 

for the new disciples. This echoes back to the story of their ancient forefather, 

Abraham, called by God to leave his Father’s house and his country and to go into 

the unknown, to the land that God would show him. As with Abraham, God was 

now sending a message that a new thing was happening – Jesus was calling people 

to trust the good news that God was on the move:  Jesus was constructing around 

him a new people of God, and you’re going to want to be part of it! 
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The idea of a ‘call’ or vocation to discipleship is central to the Christian gospel.   

So here’s a question:  Why are you a follower of Jesus today?  Many of us were 

born into the faith and as we’ve grown up we have taken it to heart.  For some of 

us, there may have been a strong encounter that proved decisive in our faith 

journey.  For others, the experience may have been less dramatic, yet still there is 

something holding you fast to your faith, and the call to follow Jesus.  

 

These days, due to the pandemic and social, political, and economic instabilities, 

many things in the world and in the church feel unsettled and in a state of flux.  

Throughout this time of uncertainty, of one thing I am certain:  Jesus still calls us 

to follow him.  It can be hard to listen in the midst of our collective grief over 

hundreds of thousands of lives lost to the virus.  It can be hard to listen over the 

cacophony of political wrangling.  It can be hard to listen if we are going through 

personal trials.  God knows. But the call of God stands.  Jesus will not go away.  

Jesus is waiting to be heard.  

 

Jesus is waiting for us to lay down the nets that trap us – he’s waiting for us to stop 

mending the nets that are delaying our response to him.  Are we willing to let go 

and leave certain things behind?  Are we willing to become new people in the 

service of the Lord?  People of Grace, even while we wait for this pandemic to be 

over, Jesus calls each of us - even if we’re in isolation in our own homes – we are 

called to be faithful disciples and to fish for people.   

 

Look back to your own experience.  Have you been aware of God’s call on your 

life?  And if you have, then in what form has that call been expressed?  Very few 

Christians claim to have heard God’s voice; more often the call comes in other 

more diverse ways.  I have a request:  If you have a story that you can share about 

how you have sensed God’s call on your life or maybe how you’ve sensed God’s 

direction in some circumstance during the pandemic,  write about it and send it to 

me and we will publish it in our Sharing Grace newsletter!  In this way, we can 

encourage each other in the faith.   
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Jesus calls:  “Follow me,” and if you do, he will lead you into a new way of living – 

into fresh opportunities to show others the extraordinary gift of the Kingdom of 

God – and maybe even get into some “good trouble,”  though I hope you won’t get 

arrested!  God wants to grow this community of people who recognize the need to 

repent and believe – who have compassion on the plight of their neighbor – who 

care about justice and the stewardship of God’s creation – a community of people 

who love God and love one another.  Each day, may we respond anew to Jesus’ 

call to follow him more nearly, in this way.   Amen.  


