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The whistle-stop tour that is Mark’s gospel continues.  Although we are still only in chapter 1, 

so far we’ve seen John the Baptist, preparing the way for Jesus, then baptizing him. After that, 

Jesus experiences temptation In the wilderness, proclaims the good news of God in Galilee, 

and calls his first disciples. And then, in our gospel reading we had last Sunday, Mark tells us 

about Jesus teaching in the synagogue and healing a man with an unclean spirit. So many 

events are packed into Mark’s short gospel – he’s a “just the facts, mam” kind of writer, 

without a lot of explaining going on in his text.   

 

Today we follow Jesus out of the synagogue and into the house of Simon and Andrew.  I 

wonder whether many of you have seen Season 1 of the incredible series about Jesus called, 

“The Chosen.”  They’re still filming Season 2, but you can watch the 1st season on YouTube.  It 

is amazing, and this is how the scene of Jesus in the home of Simon and Andrew is depicted:  

As they approach the house, there are fishing nets in the yard.  Jesus enters the house first and 

has a conversation with Eden, the name given to Simon’s wife.  You can hear the coughing of 

the MIL coming from another room  Just then, Simon and Andrew burst into the house with 

their fishing nets, telling Jesus they want to sell the nets to provide some extra money for 

Eden while Simon is away.  Jesus tells them to put their nets down, and go into the MIL’s 

room.   Jesus explains to Eden that her sacrifice of letting Simon go to follow Jesus has not 

gone unnoticed, and she beams as he affirms her in this work. And Jesus tells her he wants to 

help make things easier for Eden while Simon is away.  He nods towards the room where the 

coughing is coming from.  He says to Eden, “Normal Simon is difficult enough – do you think I 

want to travel with a worried Simon?”  They enter the room where the MIL is in bed with a 

spiking fever.  Jesus approaches, takes her hand and looks upward prayerfully and back down 

to the MIL and says, “Leave her.”  The MIL sits straight up with a sharp intake of breath, looks 

at Jesus and says, “Who are you??!”   

 



This story brings back to my mind my own experience with Jesus, 22 years ago.   I remember 

lying on the breakfast room floor in the grips of post-partum depression – it has become a 

fuzzy memory but the clearest part of it all is of Jesus taking me by the hand and lifting me 

up…  And my response was immediate – I was driven to prayerfully re-read the New 

Testament, which I had already read several times over the years prior to this event, but now 

suddenly the words came alive – the word became living and active in my mind and in my 

heart, and Jesus became my true Savior from the pit of despair.  My faith was immeasurably 

deepened and my life changed.  And out of the call to dive into the scriptures came a new call 

– to serve God and his church.  Not at first through ordained ministry – that call came much 

later – but at that time it was to serve him in the youth club, and in a music group.   

 

Immediately after Simon’s mother-in-law was healed, she began to serve Jesus and his 

disciples.  The fact that she waited on them is proof of her recovery, but perhaps this event 

signified much more than that. In the Christian Century*, Lawrence Wood writes:  “She was on 

the verge of a major moment – for all of us. The Christian church was born with Simon’s 

mother-in-law.”  “According to Mark, “she began to serve.”  The verb is diekonei, and it tells us 

that in that instant, the church began. It was Simon’s mother-in-law who first responded as so 

many others would, profoundly moved by the great change in her life. She was the first 

deacon, in the sense of becoming a servant out of reciprocal love.”  She responded out of 

gratitude – “her life had been saved. At least on that day, her everyday tasks were 

transformed and became miraculous.” “…Her amazing recovery [helped] Simon to leave his 

nets, leave Capernaum and follow Jesus.” And the impact this must have had on Simon’s wife, 

to see her mother healed by Jesus, must have made Simon’s absence easier to bear in faith.  In 

fact, we know from 1 Cor 9:5, that years later, Simon’s wife accompanied him on apostolic 

journeys. (*Christiancentury.org, Jan 27, 2009). 

 

 



At the end of Jesus’ ministry, he himself takes on the work of a deacon, providing the meal at 

the Last Supper, and washing his disciples’ feet.  He tells his disciples in Luke 22:26-27 that 

they must become “like one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the 

one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.”  

 

I believe that Jesus yearns to be invited into the home of our souls, to take the hand of every 

person, and raise them up.  I’m reminded also of the words of a great hymn:  You who dwell in 

the shelter of the Lord, who abide in this shadow for life, Say to the Lord: “My refuge, my rock 

in whom I trust!” And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, 

Make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

As part of our ‘service’ to Jesus, and in following Jesus, we are called to draw near to those 

who are struggling – to reach out our hands and lift others up – this preaching the good news 

in deed.  Why does the MIL serve? To have a role in the ministry of Jesus.  Where does that 

desire come from? Out of her recognition of who Jesus is and her gratitude for what he has 

done for her.  I’m reminded of another hymn lyric:  “Take my hands, and let them move, at the 

impulse of thy love.” 

 

If Jesus has healed you in some way, what effect has that had on your life and how you follow 

Jesus and serve in his Name?  Which is the more powerful miracle – that Jesus has power to 

heal people of their demons or that he can take your hand and raise you up, or that your 

response would be to get up and start serving Jesus?  How can we, as the hands of Jesus in 

today’s world, extend his healing touch?  Like Jesus we need to pray about this - and after 

praying in a deserted place, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go on.”   

 
I’d like to end with this Poem from Steve Garnaas-Holmes, based on Mark 1:37-38… 

When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, 
“Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there 
also; for that is what I came out to do.” 
 



Rest is good, and rootedness is a blessing.  
But beware the grasping nest.  
Beware of the familiar, the comfortable, the trap.  
 
Follow him. Go on.  
Perhaps to other towns and villages,  
or rooted in one faithful place, 
 
but beyond your comfort, 
past that familiar wall, 
the frontier at an edge of an unknown, 
 
further into another's heart 
or within.  
The place where you don't know what to do.  
 
Serve beyond your security.  
Dare to be alien, a beginner.  
Have to trust.  
 
Even in the world unknown 
you are known. 
Even afar, you are at home.  
 
So go. 
You are not alone,  
you are following.  
 
 
Steve Garnaas-Holmes 
2/5/2021 
 


